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. . to a « book muy be ſo far 
uſeful, as it may explain Ir inten · 
tion, ee a fair jud 

ment u mance. For, unleſs E 
rtic e well underſtood and con - 
ered, it eee e that he may be «x PR 
cenſured for iſappointing thoſe hopes, whic 

he could not bave gratified, without $50 hem 
ing from his plan. Some previous obſerva- 
tions, then, may be proper in the preſens '- 
inftance, to e the reader what he may 


ex 
e following practical reflettions on Serip: 


the inftruction of a-plain Congre ion, and 


delivered to them in the form ee 


and to their uſe they are now more immedi- 


with muck diffidence, ſubmits them to the 
public: and to-this he has been induced by a 


deſire to > oncfuble indy of cis. 1 
. | 


1 3 


3 umes * to-ſolicit the . pee rfl 


readers, who are pleat 
timent, literary remarks, or the | embelliſh- 


be does not write; and therefore, were "= 


| of Can his * 


3s 
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9 
* = he 
— 1 


ately dedicated. The Author, indeed, though * | 


6 with neue! N of ſen- 
ments of ſtyle and language. For ſuch perſons .. 


thoſe} 


tute Characters were ociginally drawn up for j | 
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. thoſe ornaments, which would n recom- 
© mended him to their notice, he muſt have 
declined it, in order to be conſiſtent with his 


on purpoſe. J But he hopes that the ſerious 


{ 


” * 4 


the important purpoſes of religion 
more effectually promoted by folemn and ear- 


enquirer aſter ſacred truth, and the bumble 


Chtiſtian, who, laying aſide fruitleſs contro - 
ver ſy, is anxious to advance his on ſpiritual 
edification,” will hereby be inſtructed, con- 


firmed, end comfqned, “ is the way of righ- 


teouſ 


The deſign is, to point out the-proper'i im» 
provement of the inſpired hiſtory, many parts 


of which may appear, to common readers, dry 


and vnintereſting, and to offer ſuch reflec- 

- , tions upon the various oceurrences, as a pious _ 
mind would wiſh to indulge. To tbis end, 

Plainneſs of | ſpeech is ſtudied, curious re- 


- ſearches are avoided, nor is any new informa- 
tion aimed at, as being entirely foreign from” 


dhe plan. Thoſe doctrines, which: have been 


generally received in the —2 nts tn ads are 


taken for granted, and a practical application 
perſons ag different 

R Neither tbe li limits, nor the in- 

tent of the work, would have permitted a la- 


of them is addreſſed to 


boured defence af each truth, that is here ad- 


vanced. And, perhaps, after all the contro- 


verſial writings with which the world abounds, 


neſt exhortations, grounded on acknowledged 


principles, than by the moſt ingenious and 
' 0 Ong | in 1 7 ? 
2 


/ 
N * 


SS =gkKkeorQtctsds e rere 


will be 


J%ͤ ĩ - 1 WoL 
Fr 

ighly. uſeful, as conveying light to the un- 
derftanding, and conviction to the judgment; 


but the former, in general, have a more 


werful influence pen the will and che Hl. 
3 therefore more. conduci e b 
DIP: roo ng ee 

Ag FE that the Mi hy of fiered 


Biography, as it engages the mind L the Va- 
ri remarkable incidents and chagacters, 
which it brings into view, will be attended 
with many peculiar advantages. "The perfec- 
u eee FRF wang. 
err and AEmaonnrated, AWE TO 
rous and indubitable. facts declare, what has 
nature of man, which is here faitbfully. repre- 
ſeated. in different circumffances and relations, 
fl e eee 1 . 0 prov 
ative enquIIEs Rene 1. gat plan 
of Redemption, alſo, will be 5 dy | 
exhibited, than by any dry ſyſtem of doc- 
trines-: for here we ſhall fee, in what manoer, 
and by what ſteps, it was carried on from age 
to age, and to what extent the benefits of it 
have been received and enjoyed by the true 
conſide- 


ſervants of God. Nor is it the lea 


rable recommendation of this ſtudy, that „ 5 


ſeems particularly calculated to promote ſel- 
knowledge. By looking at the excellencies 
of others, we are convinced of our own duty 
and our ſad declenſions from it, much more 


forcibly than by the mere reading of n 


* *s 2 LN | WITT) ac ack 
and Weckt And while we are called upon 
15 non and de- 
bs ceivers,” e are at the ſame time conſtrained 
do tremble for ourſelves, to examine what re- 
- - JIJernblance we bear to them, and to beware of 
_ thoſe temptations, by which they were ſeduced. 
; 4s A publication of a fimilar nature and ten- 
he with that which is here nd. ta 
the World, has lately appeared, and 
thought to render the preſent unn 5 
The Author, however, begs leave 3 
chat be bad laid his own plan, before he was 
 apprized that any 'thing of a like kind was 
eben under "contemplation. And, though 
upon ſuch 'information he did not deſiſt "RY 
© bis pur poſe, be bopes tar he ſhall” nor 
con dered as interfering in another's proviec _e 
or as having the preſumption to fup rf 
this ſmall attempt would Taper wa per 
.. _ _ formance alluded « to. For, thaugh that be 
Vork of confeſſed merit, yet, if it be conti Ina 
med through the old and new teſtament o 
the ſame extenſive ſcale, on which it is begun 
it will not come within the purchaſe of many 
plain pu to whom in a more eſpecia 
manner theſe Practical exhortations are ad. ei 
dreſſect. 
„ repetition of ſentiment may be found it 
ſiome parts of theſe effays; and this is ſcarcely 
| to be avoided, while we are endeavouring to 
_ deduce uſeful inflry&tions from the e 
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have been ſuggeſted upon a former oe - 
they at one time, a ſerious reflection 
may have a 


Mong 
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events recorded i in the Scriptures, For, as we . f 
meet with ſimilar occurrences in different pe= - 
riods of the facred hiſtory, and as ſeveral of 


the characters, here delineated, bear a near re- 
ſemblance to each other, the ſame thoughts 


will naturally offer themſelves to the minds. 


nor ought they to be rejected, merely becauſe 


on. Perhaps, 


_— pate nigh leave a 
„ in favour I which. 
at-another, it might fail of producing, * 
Upon the whole, the Author 5 is fully ſenfible, 


that he ſtands in much need of the candour of 
his readers, which he earneſtly folicits, . Burt 


xr 2 firm and undiſguiſed declaration of his ff 
ntiments, upon the doctrines of revelarion, 


their uch and. importance, he moſt anxiouſly 
leires$0-recommend them to others; and he 
not afraid to aſſert, that the principles he 
maintains, and the exhortations bed delivers, ſo 
body: *tothe law and to the 
tim ny, ” demand, and deſerve, attention. 
It is his ardent prayer, for all who ſball pe- 
ſe the following pages, that they may 6%. 
ive the love of the truth, and attain to ſuch 
knowledge of the holy ſcriptures, 'as will 
* make them wiſe unto Salvation, "OWN 


7 wh. which i: is in Cbriſt 88 


he begs no indulgence. Convinced as he is of,  -* 
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3 Siu ine rhe PL ooo - 


intid God's ns re per to cat of thr 
cerved Eve—nvas' made in the 


7 ES ire ae th graiou gift of God, 


an invaluable let vouchſafed to mankind, They 


carry with them in ubitable marks of their divine 


alone mi t prompt us. 3 3 
| Si B aequainte ? 


* original: and that they are & written by inſpitation' of 


God,“ has been demonſtrated by Art infallible 
proofs. ” "The attempts of infidelity, to overturn or 


T weaken the evidence in their favour, have tended only” 
te illuſtrate and confirm it. But while the outworks” 


of Revelation are ably defended, it becomes eyery 
F ſincere enquiter to ſearch out, with great diligence, 

the facted treaſures depoſited therein. Here, alas! 
what negligenee do we Feber As if it were enougn 


FT to know that the Bible is the word of God, -we are. | 
1 willingly ignorant of all that it contains; or elſe we” 
* 0 8 with ſome crude, undigeſted notions of divine 


hings, which we have received merely upon truſt. 


| The wuch excellence, and importance of the ſeriptures 
Lare by moſt perſons aſſented to, but, it is feared, few * 


only, in compariſon, are giving a ſerious and diligent 
attention to them. 

An attempt, cee 45 Whckis withs i Wal hs? | 
ſcriptures' for themſelves cannot be needleſs, or unſea- . 
ſonable. This, indeed, is a ſtudy to which <P; 
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ad with knowlelge the bags. 
events the moſt wonderful. But a far nobler motive 
chan ourioſity ſhould-recommend-it-to us, We are 
called co jt by the bigheſt authority; nor can we neg- 
lect it without a manifeſto of God, who, in 
that ſacred book, makes & his will, and requires 
dur unfeigned obedience. any thing be more 
intereſting to us than theſe enquiries, Who is the 
E eee 
L. 2 is. anger ? on 
which Lay be rettored to.his Beugen 
© enquiries, ſor infinitely important to us, the Bihle 
| very 1 ache ithout inſiſting, therefore, 
B the beauties of 15 "lan the ſurpriling facts 
it relates, the grandeur of its e and the 
ſai 7 of its Ver e et higheſt recommendation 
_ 12 7 living Groth!” ent able. 
: make us wile a Baſra ons 3 5 
Win A very {mall degree of attention, we mall co. 
mark the particular method, by which the ſacred 
volume WN 1 Much al on 
is taken up with t records hi A the 
S frat 8 THR, are, 2 
eleſs over, as they frequently are, being 
„  Cuppoſ © be of ts e. no concern i dar rely 
- "becaule + are bf ancient date. % « They are written | 
for our admonition, and it will be a ſuitable employs. 


24.4 


mpeent for us to examine, what benefit may be derived. 

from them. We all know the force of example ia 
. common * and there is no doubt, but the narration. 
of e 
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- Chriſt, with Adam. And here, if we 2 
. 49% eſt attention to the hiſtory of our 
nitor, we ſhall be conſtrained to cry out, 
wn ul acharacter was this! Wantadaltonibing hinge" 
did he experience in himſelf! What amazing events 
did he ſeeaccompliſhed ! In him the perfection of human; = 
nature was Ad which and in him it received that poi». Þ 
ſonous wound, which will infect his lateſt poſterity. He 
ſaw the world in its ory; a delightful habitation, 
without ſpot or bl { ons Anas 5s hu fe. dace 
ſpoiled its beauty, overſpread with violence, ſin, 
and miſery, and, by his tranſgreſhon, brought m_— | 
the curſe. of God who made it. What ab | 
ter is here for ſerious and uſeful meditation farce us 
lift up our prayer, that while: we are contemplating 
«the firſt man) who was * of the earth, earthy,” wes 
may be led to he knowledge of C the. Second 5 
who is Tas pr pc FROM 8 e ten | 
A variety, of curious queſtions propoſed, - | 
concerning both n and rae fir man. But p 
where revelation does not reſolve us, it becomes us to 4 
be ſilent, or to confeſs our ignorance. It may be uſe- 
ful to conſider the character of Adam in his primeval 
beauty and dignity, that we may diſcover, how much 
we have loſt by ſin ; and what deſtruction it has 
brougy ght mo __ whence alſo it will appear, - 
ow precious, is the I wed 
8 ADAM. has accompliſhed. 4 
Our preſent condition is like that of a magnificent 
ſtructure reduced to ruins. Enough is left to ſhew, -- 


that it was once exceedingly glorious. Here and there 


the remains of a ſtately pillar remind us of the original 
grandeur of this edifice, But who can forbearweep- + 


v See an affecting deſcription of the deſolations of "ur ee th | 


enn Part II. Chap, 4. 


8 ing 


WT 13s SCRIPTURE) Aq Es. 
Jag over its ruins! The heathens themſelves con- 
dluded, ſome great muſt have taken place in the 
nature and ſituation of man. However they might 
differ from each other as to the origin of evil, in this 
—_—— ly agreed, that man muſt have ſuffered. 
a dreadfol lapſe, and could not have come out of the 
hands of his Creator, depraved as he now is. But re- 
velation alone can | inform us, how the change was 
effected; and this is the hiſtory, with which we are 
din the firſt pages of the Bible. Moſt ex 
| Preſs and repeated are the declarations, that man was 
originally poſſeſſed of perfect holineſs in his nature; 

: a a clear account is given of his fall from that happy. 
ſtate. * God made man upright , God created 
man in his on image, in the image of God created be 
him .“ But by one man fin entered into the 
world, and death by fin : and ſo judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation 7 

The earth, with its rich and beautiful furniture, 
_ - was formed by the word of God, and prepared, like 
a ſplendid place, for the reception of ſome great 
inhabitant, before Man, who was to exerciſe the ſove- 
reign dominion, was brought into exiſtence. He too, 
2s well as the various orders of creatures, which were 
put under him, received his being immediately from 
Goc, the original and inexhauſtible ſource of all life 
and bleſſedneſs. Not from a want of happineſs in n 
himſelf, not from an expectation that the whole uni- l 
- verſe of creatures could add any thing to him, but from 0 
Aà ũeſire to communicate out of his own fulneſſ of bliſs, I 
F 
L 
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and to manifeſt his glory, the great Lord of all was 
« - pleaſedto call forth into being this lower world, every 
| part of which be looked upon with approbation and 
'  » delight, and behold, it was very good.” Man was 
.__  defigned to be his. Vicegerent, or repreſentative upon t 
| — : and to mark the dignity and excellence of this Ml © 
cceature, above the reſt, the Lord God proceeded, 
with a peculiar ſolemnity, to his creation. rant. 
/ © Ecglef vii. a. + Oen. I. 2. 4 Romy v. 12, 18. 
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„„ AD. . 
mals had been produced at once by the word of the, .. 
Lord; but now, as if upon a matter of ſingular impor- 
tance, a council is held among the perſons of the God - 
head v, to complete the grand work, and to form man 
upon earth. God ſaid, Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeneſs Fp. And the Lord God 
formed Man of the duſt of the ground . Such was the 
origin of his body, which is of the earth, earthy; 
but to this a nobler part was joined, of a Ae, na- 
ture and extraction, which prove the ſuperior excellency 
oſ the ſoul ; for & the Lord breathed into his noſtrils 
the breath of life, and man became a living foul.” 
Thus Adam, the great founder of our race, received 
his exiſtence, in a manner very different from any of 


bis poſterity, immediately from the hand of God. 


Without paſſing through the weakneſs & infancy and 
childhood, — at once all the vigour and 
perfection of manhood. Power and dominion were 
given him over all creatures upon the earth; but he 
. was obliged, at the ſame time, to feel his own. ſub- 
jeclion. He was made under a law, which was, in- 
deed, not à painful reſtraint, but his happineſs and 
delight, during bis ſtate of innocence. In addition alſo 
to the moral law, ſome poſitive commands were im- 
poſed upon him. l 3 
Ide Sabbath was inſtituted for the worſhip of God z 
who, though every day was to be a day devoted to 
him, required that his ſervice ſhould: be attended to, 
every ſeventh day, in a more immediate and folema -. 
manner |. During the other ſix days of the week, labour 
and an attention to inferior concerns were enjoined even 
upon Adam in Paradiſe. The Lord God put him into 


2 Dk Ess it, and to KEEP it ll "LE 
There was one other particular precept, d 

by a tremendous ſanction; but the obſervance was as 
eaſy, as the injunction was reaſonable, ** Of every 


* 
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. but of the 
_ "tree of the and evil, thou ſhalt not 
eat of it: for in te Toy thc tho emeſ there, thu 


-4balt ſurely outer 
Man _ 8 ws and therefore, 2 
wee is Happineis, as well as to 
ies, the Len n. him an help 22 + 
rom this'circumſtarice the church concludes, that 
marriage is an honourable eſtate, being i inſtituted 
"ef Godin the riqwofienan's innocenoy 3. = 

But paſſing by other conſiderations / OS the 
Nate. of man in we fix our attention ori that, 
Which was his chief eee eee I Tag 
_  Imger or Go. 

is enquired, wherein conſiſted this divine image, 
-or likeneſs to the Godhead, which Adam poſſeſſed ? 

_ Some underſtand it of = hy en or viſible 
_ *ploryy tharfurrounded his diſtinguiſhed him 
us the favourite of heaven. 7e deny not, that there 
might be ſuch a luſtre as Moſes had, when he came 
down from the mount of God ||; or ſuch as the bodies 
of ſaints will have at the reſurrection of the my 
-We have, probably, ſuffered by the fall, even 
-externahappearance, ac we evidently have in our bodily 
i ſtrength. But this 1 is not told us: nor would ſich a 
4 2 of «the image of God” come up to the ſtrength 

II. the ex 5 Shots ſplendour that ſurrounds the 
Daley, tei er my be, Yard us the fainteſt idea 
of his perfection. 

"Ode have ſuppoſed, het the imoge of God con- 
iſted in that power or dominion which God gave 
Adam over the creatures. That he was conſtituted 
lord of this creation, as God's ve or vice- 

upon earth, we readily allow); but power or 
| 1 . anſwers not properly to God's image, for 
then the greateſt in power would moſt reſemble Goody 


| Which general experience contradiẽts -- + 


* tis 8. Solemnization e 
Thi Got L uy * x *Y. 43. Phil. Hi. 21. 
£541 4 bee Dr Sov, Fer frm, 
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ro Wylde therdfote, t lock fbr another Tenle j | 
and it ſeems moſt proper to conſider the div 0 
heſs, in which Adam vas created, as belonging wy 
better part, and deſcriptive of that perfection of 
ſoul, at' univerfal fectitude of all bis 8 s by 
which, — to his meaſure and capacity, 

holy as God _ This ſenſe is * bead by 
two paſſages of which ſpeak of the reſtora- = 
tion” of Ballevers in Jeſus Chriſt to that divine like- 
neſs, Which'we loſt. in Adam. That pet on the 
new man, wich A rEA Gon is created in t ighteouſ- 
neſs und true holineſs . 4 Ye have put on the Hew 
man, Winch is renewed in,” knowle AFTER THE 


IMAGE Of HIM that created him # 
e ity eonfider Adem, thus poiſe of his bei- 
mitive glory, Mo reſpects: þ 
1. As to dis knowledge.—The pe This under- 


were far ſuperlor to what we are acquainte 
in bas brought darknefs into the mind, 

222 dulneſs and ſtupidity over all fes faculties, 
— 3 am inſight into natural thine 6, far be 


philoſd 18 - 0 ged from 
—— —5 to robert *to their dif / 
ebe enen f. . it is le his nit | 
ledge wat more irituſtion, than by Ee dedudtions - 


wh the way of x ning. « He came into the wo . yp 
philoopher and, till his fall, he was ignorant of 
t in. All thoſe arts and inventions, whic wollo 


minds gaze at, the ingenious purſue, rue, and all 
are but the reliques un Intellefy defaced with fin and 
time: and certainly, "te roof nid ave been very 
orious; che of which are ſo admirable .“ 
But his knowledge of a moral kind was moſt excel- 
lent; He utiderſtood, more than any of his children, 
the nature and attributes of 'God'; particularly w 

were his own obligations, and what that perſection 
obedience which'was due to his Creator. There was 


e Erh. iv. 24. # Col. iu. c Frs 15.6 u 
wy , 84 then 


| -- tables of ſtone z it was inſcribed upon his heart, in fai 


Is this our caſe?- 


* 


„  "emabrvnncuanacyms. 


| on legible characters, ſo that in no inſtance could he 
be ignorant, what was required of him. He miſtook 
not through prejudice, nor could he be unmindful of 
his duty through ſorgetfuln es. 
How far otherwiſe]l How vain and 


preſurnptuous is the boaſt of knowled 1 
| lu kalen man 55 we not obſerve, what ignorance 
eſ is 


divine things prevails.in the world! What darkn 

ead over our own minds The world, with all 
its improvements in ſcience, and even in thoſe; places 
where learning has attained its * eminence, by 
Wiſdom never knew God®.” For near fix thouſand 
years by-far the 


who, when left to themſelves, have run 
t abſurdities, and the moſt abominable 


7 
holy, dog is the 
ideration 
29 in 


- 


| Yet we cannot ſuppoſe, that he could look with in- 
difference upon every o 17 if right and wrong 
appeared equally eligible to him. But perceiving ag 
excelleney in Whatever God approyed, to this he was 
led with a ſweet impulſe of the mind; this he admired, 
2 is he 3 derſtanding directed; his will 
IS. : 
S 1 


formed to the divine 3 was free to chooſe, 
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| I ; ADAM. 112 4 4 9 
Ah how different is it with all his poſterity! Shal 
we boaſt of our goodneſs, when we uni chooſe 
that which is evil? Shall we pretend to real 
when, through the perverſeneſs of our will, we are 
hurried away to that which we condemn, and our li- 
berty is no better than licentiouſneſs| What cauſe 
for humiliation. ! What need to pray, Draw me, 
S Agr tne 7 2 CANE 
2. His affections were liv vigorous in purſu- 
ing that which he approved. "To obey Cod Was his 
ſupreme algen in this he rejoiced, as the Angels 
do, who, for their ardour in. executing the divine com- 
mands, are compared to a & flaming fire. Hope and 
fear, love and hatred, all united in geg him with 
2 to perſevere in the ſervice of his Maker. 

o tefractory tempers proved an obſtacle to his 
obedience; no ſtupidity or perverſeneſs of mind 
damped his zeal.— ls it thus now? Do not our affec- 
tions, which. are earthly and ſenſual, 2 we / 
are in a fallen ſtate? Do we find the flame of ſacred 
love always 7 in out hearts? Are there no con- 
tending | paſſions. figfiting for the maſtery? Not to- 
mention our back wardneſs to the ſervice of God, and 
remiſſneſs in it, while we can be active and vigorous 
in the purſuit of every triſle; what a numerous cata- 
logue of .corruptions and vile abominations might be 
reckoned up Who does not pray, © Create in me a 
clean heart, O God?”, „ 

III. As to his happineſs. The Lord God is happy, - -' + 
becauſe he is holy: the Angels, who have never fallen, | 
are ſo too. Thus likewiſe our great progenitor, while 
he ſtood in the image of God, poſſeſſed perfeR ſelicity. 
How excellent his privileges —Placed by divine ap- 
pointment in Eden, the paradiſe of God, which was 
richly furniſhed for his accommodation, what could he 
want from without? He was made a little lower than _ 
the Angels, and had all things in ſubjection under his 
feet, ; _ 18 too, what ſources of bliſsful enjoy- _ 
ment! As he had no interruption of his peace | 

%% f 
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we 
—_ 


_ which made paradiſe itſelf ſo pleaſant an habitation. 
Baut the divine iniabitant is fled ; and man, having loſt 


Without the reſtoring grace of Chriſt? Worm wood 


tranquillity of bis mind] But the grand ſource of his 
bleſſedneſs was, his cloſe union and intimate acquaint. 


ance with God. It is the divine preſence, which con- 


Mitutes che fulheſd of joy in heaven; and it was this, 


the image and the favour of God, is become a wretch 
indeed? Have we not continual experience of this 


truth? Alas! Where is happineſs now? Ts it to be 


found in any ſituation of life, in any individual perſon, 


and gall are mixed in our ſweeteſt draughts: (6 that 


. tbe miſery, which overſpreads this lower world, may 
 conftantly remind us, how very far we have departed 


from God. Finn A v dt 
The ſubject will ſuggeſt many practical reflections. 
1. We may learn, upon a compariſon with Adam, to 


de abaſed.— See, what was his glory; and how great 


is our ſhame! How is the gold become dim! how 
is the moſt fine gold changed!“ Write his name 
Ichabop; for * the glory is departed.” Let each 
one for himſelf conſider his own exceeding great de- 
pravity, and join with by, K Job in this humili- 
ating confeſſion, « Behold, I am vile? | 
2. We oughtnot to reject the goſpel, as an unneceſ- 
ſary ſcheme, Inaſmuch as all have equal need, let all 


vs | Ms thankfully embrace it. Let not the decent and the re- 


0 what Adam poſſcfſed; and yet a little while, and 


gular ſay to any the moſt profligate, « Stand off, I am 
-holier than thou; but let all apply to “ the blood of 


ſprinkling,“ as being all equally undone, without the 
_ redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus. Inftead of pre- 
 -ſumptuouſly aſking, Why was Adam ſuffered to fall? 


rather ſay, 4 Bleſſed be the Lord God, who hath 


raiſed up an horn of ſalvation for us,” 


3- You, who have believed through grace, and are 


partakers of Chriſt, have abundant cauſe to rejoice in 


your bleſſedneſs. Vou are now in a meaſure reſtored 


y ou 


MOLE PTD. * oy 
will be happier than ever he was in an earthly 
Ln Though for the preſent « you groan, — 4 
burdened,” learn to forget your griefs, in expectation 
of * the glory which ſhall befgevellled in du. 

But let careleſs ſinners conſider, whoſe image they 
bear; how great is their miſety now, and what a tre- 
mendous proſpect is before them ! 80 they may yet 
EC flee from the wrath to come, and eſcape the $ 
indignation that will devour the adverſaries? . „ 
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Adam fell—the haligniy of the offince—and its awful 
 tonſequenices, in his body, and in bis ſoul—the ſentence 
paſſed upon hin received a promiſe of the Saviour — 
involved his poſterity in extreme miſery, corruption, and 
condemnation—qwas driven out Paratiſe—dicd at 
the age of 930 years. | e 


 InMrpiaTtELY after the creation, when God 
looked upon every thing that he had made, he pro- 
nounced it to be very good. But ſin he did not make ; 
though for wiſe purpoſes he has permitted it. Let 
none dare to caſt the blame upon Him; fince, from 
ENU of his government, it muſt appear, that 
| «a God of truth, and without iniquity, juſt and right 
is he. This muſt be obvious, even while we are 
remarking the circumſtances, which attended the firſt 
entrance of {in among ourſelves. 
A glorious er of Adam in his original ſtate 
has been delineated, The ferious reader might wiſh, 
perhaps, to dwell the pleaſing ſubject, and to 
continue longer in Paradiſe, to contemplate its beauty 
and excellency. But we are ſoon required to quit the 
_ - delightful ſituation, and to ſurvey the world in ruins. 
* Behold the favourite of Heaven, the lord of the whole 
earth, degraded from his dominion, debaſed lower than 
the brute creation, an outcaſt from God and happi- 
neſs! What a change of ſcene is here ! What an awful 
contraſt to man in his primitive innocence ! While we 
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are witneſſes to the diſobedience and diſgrace of our 
firſt parent, baniſhed from Eden, who can hel 0 
claiming, . Adam, Where art thou | Thou walt ex- 
alted unto heaven; but how art thou brought down to 
hell!“ What confuſion is introduced among the 
works of God]! “ What deſolations are made in the 
earth!” Here once ſtood a ftately palace, built for the 
reſidence of God ; which is now become the habitation. | 
of wild beaſts, and of every unclean thing. Who can 
belp ſhedding a tear over the mournful ſpectacle, while 
he refleCts, that “ Here God once dwelt!” - 
May thè conſideration abaſe our pride, when we per- 
ceive, into what a ſtate of guilt and miſery we are ſunk 
and may this endear to us the rich grace of our God, 
which has prdvided a remedy ! We proceed, therefore, 
with the ſacred hiſtory, and remark, . ws, oh 
I. The fall of Adam. He did not long poſſeſs his 
original purity and glory ; but, by one tranſgreffion, 
as he loſt the image, he forfeited alſo the favour, of his 
Maker. _ Previouſly, indeed, to this fad cataſtrophe, it 
appears that ſin had entered into the univerſe, and that 
a diſtinguiſhed part of God's creation had already re- 
volted. There had been war in heaven. A conlider- 
able number of thoſe exalted ſpirits, who ſurround the 
throne of God, had conſpired together againſt Him, un- 
der the guidance of one particular leader, called in ſcrip- 
ture Beelzebub, Satan, or the Devil. What could the 
event of ſuch a conteſt be? Who ſhall “ contend with 
the Almighty?” For who. hath hardened himſelf - 
ul ſt Him, 2 L. N . of _ 
| R p upon vile apoſtate An- 
with all his e es company, who = there - 
fore, driven from their high ſtation, and caſt into outer 
darkneſs . But, not content with their own rüin, 
they endeavoured to bring this new- created world into 
the ſame deſtruction. To accomplith the deſign, Satan 
was permitted to lay his ſnares and practiſe his deceits, 
| Jude 6, e 
. 7 
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5 Ps. 


5 ſubtile adverſary, and be afraid to hold a parley 


CRIPPURE GHARACTIRS. | 
ſuceefs of whi we too we 
T 
Our curtofty js not gr anke wink mince dier p- 


of the matagement ofthis attifice, many citeum- 
ſtances'of which are concealed from us. But the prin- 
Cipal fact is ſuffitiently eſtabliſhed: and other ſcriptures 
_ and explain the account which is iven in Gen, 
* what the ſer 1 885 rſt ſuggeſted 

of. eating the fruit, w nds the entire 
E bo Him, "who was a deceiver, a liar, and a 


murderer, from the beginning “. The apoſtate ſpirit 


found acceſs in thirborrowed ſhape, and made his attack 
upon the woman, (as it ſhould ſeem) from her 


huſband. She was firſt deceived +, and then prevailed 


upon Adam to join with her in the cranſgrefiion, The 
temptation, probably, would have been rejected with 
| abhqrrence, had not Satan taken advan 2 their ſe- 
paration from each other, and con his r 
Character. But he could only tempt, he could hot 
force them to fin. No; Ni re e — 
were ptuous to any thing in their excuſe, 
Tf, baſe revolt ebe 10 b ear to the 
which ſhould have been firmly? ſed on its 
mention. Let their poſterity beware of the 


with the Devil. He began in a very ſpecious manner, 
«Ye, hath God faid, ye ſhall not eat of every tree of 
| the Wei er Pas if San information or or inſinuating 

that perhaps they were miſtaken in ſuppoſin that Gol 
had given them * ſtrict a prohibition, i 2 as it 
appeared to be an unreaſonable —— He ad- 
vanced farther by degrees, till Eve's attention to him, 
and her wavering mind, imboldened him to ſay, Ve 
Mall not ſurely die.“ We may obſerve, how the _— 
tation, weak and trifling in its beginning, gradually 


increaſed. O let us fly from the firſt enticements to fin, 


une we known 
* Rex. xii, 9. LEY + 2 Tia. l. 1. 


they ras gee: Let us (0s 


ry as 
6} heed 
'* 
, * . ; 
* p n - 


x 


PF” 1 


| i - Wo - 
heed cFliftening to the ſuggeſtions of unbelievers, who 
deſpiſe 8 of God's word, and flatter us 
with the hope of 9 8 4 By this very device Satan 
gained his advantage in Paradiſe ; and his conſtant . 
[gap in very arent ag has een Ye hl 
not ſurely die.? tagt da 014g big 
What? then, was the offence of our firſt parents? 
They did cat of the tree, whereof God had commanded 
them that they ſhould not eat. And where was the 
feat harm of this?“ will ſome bold es ſay. 
We are aware of the preſumption of infidelity, which, 
by rejecting the authority of God, makes light of fin, 
and juſtifies the coniniflon of the vileſt abominations, | 
arrogantly maintaining, I have done no wickedneſs.” 
Let us confider, then, how heinous, and how highly + 
aggravated this act of diſobedience was, and learn the 
neceſſity of an unreſerved ſubjection to God, whatever 
he may be pleaſed, to enjoin.. An 
The command was expreſs, ©« Ye ſhall not eat of 
it:“ nor was the duty e. ſince of every other tree 
in the garden they might freely eat. —_ the vio- 
lation of ſo plain and eaſy a precept, they caſt off their 
allegiance to God, and ſet themſelves to oppoſe the di- 
vine government. This was fuch a contempt of their 
ſupreme Lawgiver, as tended to ſubvert his authority, 
not in this caſe alone, but in every other inſtance what- 
ever, Indeed it is obvious, that their minds were un- 
der the influence of ſome of the baſeſt principles and 
3 25 rainy Ct be #1 
The temptation, we have ſeen, was firſt propoſed 
to Eve, and by her repreſentations Adam was ſeduced, 
This 'ought not to be alleged in juſtification of his 
conduct, for doubtleſs they were both actuated by the 
ſame corrupt affections. She would certainly urge 
upon her huſband the motives, which had prevailed 
with her; and he, probably, copſented to the fin on 
the very ſame grounds, OI TINT FR 
_ Behold, then, in what complicated guilt Adam was 
involved by this compliance] and ſee, how _— of. 


* 
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SIE fences were contained in one! He was led away by 
mere ſenſug] defires, in contradiction to the voice of 
reaſon and of conſcience, as well as of God himſelf: 
& "The tree was good for food, and pleaſant to the 
„ eyes.” He diſcovered alſo thè moſt horrid ingratitude, 
+4 and diſcontent. It was not enough for him, to be ſur- 
rounded with bleſſings, poured upon him in rich abun- 
dance by divine beneficence, and to fill up a diſtin- 
guiſhed place in Creation. But, as if he were under 
no obligation to his gracious Benefactor, for all that 
had been done for him, or were diſſatisfied with it, he 
could not bear that any thing ſhould be withheld from 
him. — How hateful is a proud ſpirit! and yet this, in 
An eſpecial manner, ſeems to mark the original tranſ- 
Fgreſſion. As if it were painful to be laid under any 
 xelſtraint, he aſpired at Independence; and not brook- 
ing the ſubmiſſion, which he owed as a creature, he 
affected an equality with God himſelf; © Ye ſhall be 
as Gods, was the lure which was held out, and 
Which he fooliſhly catched at. He was influenced 
like wiſe by a preſumptuous, arrogant deſite of obtain- 
ing that wiſdom, which God had denied him. He 
liſtened to the artful inſinuation, “ that their eyes 
ſhould be opened, and that they ſhould know good 
and evil; and therefore he coveted the fruit, which 
would make them wiſe. Do we not perceive allo, 
that, in addition to all other evil principles, and as the 
ſource of them all, unbelief had full poſſeſſion of him? 
He treated God as a liar, in deſpiſing his ſolemn de- 
nunciations, as not worthy of any credit. And to 
whom did he yield himſelf to obey, but to the father 
of lies, and the enemy of all righteouſneſs? He join- 
ed with the prince of darkneſs, in conſpiracy againſt. 
the government of God. Will it not appear alſo, that 
„ madneſs was in his heart,” if we. take into the ac- 
count the diſtreſs and ruin, that he hereby brought 
upon himſelf and his poſterity? For this confideration 
much aggravates his offence, And ſhall it W 
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ſaid, „ Where was the harm of this ?” Hence, them, | 
we ate led toexamine, oo Lo 
II. The conſequences of his fall.—Here indeed z 


If: 1 
he oomy proſpect is preſented to us. What can we ex | 7 
Je, oh | bat confuſion and. —_—_ from a.contempt and 4 
i rejection of the authority of God? The original co 
n- venant, or the law of works, was now broken; all the 


n- bl of it forfeited; and the penalty, denounced 

ler againſt the tranſgreflion, was incurred. Could Satan, 

at chen, make good bis bold aſſertion, Ve ſhall not | 
he ſurely die?” Alas in this very cireumſtance he tri- \ 
mm BW umphed, that he had brought death and deſtructionn 
in upon the new creation, as if he had defeated the pu- 
i- Wh poſes of Gt. 88 a 
ny Wbat a muſt Adam have experienced in 

k- bimſelf! He ſuffered conſiderably in his body. It 

he vere vain to enquite, whether any, or what particular 


be alteration took: place in his outward appearance. Moſt 

nd undoubtedly: his ſtrength was impaired ;| the ſeeds of 

ed diſorder. were ſown within him; and, probably, he 

n- very ſoon began to feel infirmity, pain, and ſickneſs, 
Te Turned out of Eden, that delightful abode, he had 


now his habitation to ſeek in a wide world; ang, while 2 
he ſaw the ground curſed; with barrenneſs for his ſake, 4 
he was doomed to eat his bread in ſorro and the ſweat 
of his face, till he ſhould, return to the earth, from 
which he was taken. NAA 
If this were all, it had been tolerable. - But a 


e- nuch more awful change took. place in his ſoul, He 
to oon betrayed the emotions of irregular defires and 
er vile affections, and found a ſtrange war within, whers 
n- had been peace and joy. The terrors of conſcience 
iſt larmed bim; fo, that, condemned in himſelf; he was 
at ¶ xfraid to ſtand at the tribunal of his God An BOY | 
e- ot perdeive in him, not merely a dread, but a 

ht ef God? He fled from his preſence, as if he wiſhed 
on ot a reconciliation; and, as if deprived of under- 
be landing, attempted to hide himſelf from the all- ſeeing 


Ye. But behold him arraigned as a criminal before 


- 


| 1 | . 


die Judge Docs he humble Mümſelf, his 
| CO and e Rok ? Alas! what ks and 
| \ No ew of penitenoe are diſco- 
r pardon is offered up. He 
2 ſubterfuge, to eaſt the blame 
u che woman ; and ſeems even to inſult the great 
himſelf. © The woman, whom THoU-gaveſt to 
be with me, ſhe' gave me of the tree, and J did eat 
And now what remains for him, but d u fearful look- 
und of fier row. rraretl For 
| but everlaſt. 

of ſin is death; 
| of an eternal ſepa- 
ration of the whole man from God. This id what 
we ſriptures call „the ſecond death 4.” Adam, 
therefore, without a further revelation from Wan 


dee funk into the- moſt . — 
n 


© But Redemption was atread 
— of Je ie 'made to him, immediately after'the 
al. Tue Saviour: of che world; — of 
y had been from was then pro- 
th encourage hope, where no hope feemed 
wle. Ine Lord himſelf paſſed ſentence upon the 
or rather upon Satan in the character of the 
2 to confvund his pride und! defeat his tri- 
0 mph; * 1 Will, put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy ſeed and ler ſeed: it ſhal 
Druiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his hee] f.“ 
But this declaration was 3 for th 
"ae of 0 5 ow now tremblin 
| e denunciations of ti 
g oy 


v 


"2 - Dee yy wr= er ce" 


fitua while ſtand at his bar; he addreſſes 
e in dle wid of j he remem- 
bers mercy, and, to preſerve them utter deſpair, 
he gives them an intimation of ONE, who ſhould 
ariſe to-reſcue them out of the hands of their enemy. 
We do not determine, with what degree of clearneſs 
this gracious promiſe diſcovered, or was intended to 
diſcover to-them, the great myſtery of Redemption. 
But it is obvious, that hereby they would be led to 
look forwards to ſome future period, 55 one of their 
own poſterity, © the Seed of . woman, ſhould de- 
prive the Tempter of that victory, which he had then 
obtained over them. 'T hey would underſtand, that 
there muſt be a ſevere and continual conflit 
— againſt Satan, and the Saviour himſelf 
ſhould ſuffer in the conteſt, yet the iſſue would be very 
glorious, and, by means of this great Deliverer, the 
— — —ę—t Tb 
ſuppoſe that the words had no farther referenoe, than 
to e — N is alt 2 


otherwifahare deſpaired : _ on this only 4 
the religion of Adam was built, and — 

E Nr 

call of * For during all that per 

expreſs promiſe of the 5 that we e. nary was 
made to, mankind; and without fome-proniiſe from 
God, as a ground of truſt and confidence towards him, 
it ſhould ſeem that no religion at all can be e ert 
2 ſinners, liable to condemnatipn v. Y 3 

We rejoice, that this original prophecy has - 
filled ; ;that Jeſus has appeared as « the Seed of the 


4vorian,” that he entered the liſts againſt Satan, and, 
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though he ſuffered himſelf to be wounded in the cont. 
bat, ©. overcame the wicked one. Through death 
he has deſtroyed him that had the N of death, 

| that is, the Devil v.“ 
"+2 This ſalvation, we have ſeen, w was . to 8 
| | Jeſus was the Lamb, ſlain from the foundation of the 
world, not only in the counſels of God, but alſo in 


all the revelations and propoſals of merey made to 


fallen man. Adam < ſaw his day, though it might 


be with much obſcurity; and in Wag — 0 


his dependence on Him, who ſhould give life ſunto 
the world, be called his wife Eye, bacauſe from her 


the Roemer would ariſe, and in Him ſhe would be 


& the mother of all living.” It ſeems alſo, that ſacrifices. 
were offered up, by divine appointment, both as type 
of the Saviour, that was to come, and as a mark of 
_ :reliance upon him. No other reaſon can be aſſigned 
for the death of thoſe animals, with the ſkins of which 
d our firſt parents were clothed 3 for Abel's prefenting 
| unto God the firſtlings of his flock + ; and for the uni- 
verſal prevalency of facrifices.in religious worlhip, even 
* amongſt heathen nations. 

But did the conſequences of the fall terminate in 
Adam ? Let us extend the proſpect, and conſider what 
effects it has had pots bis poſterity. Alas | we Have 
bo beard from the beginning, we ſee on every ſide, and feel 
r us, the wretched fruits of the firſt tranſgreſſion. 


z dhe earth itlel but, as it were, a ſpac 

for the reception of unhappy ſalferers of various kinds? 
3 eie 
euxen infants are expoſed; we feel it in all our own 
pains and diſeaſes; and we perceive it in the deſola- 
om, which death makes around us. 


1. What extreme miſery do we * | For. what 
ous hoſpital 


iI 8. RAggag s 
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2. To what a ſtate of corru R te 


— we reduced! That we are nos depraved, and ful of 14 
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works of the fleſh,” or the unvaried produce of our 

te nature, as deſcribed by Him, who « knew 
what was in man, Mark vii. 21*. And is not this 
the'neceſſary conſequence of the change which Adam 


experienced? For who can bring a clean thing out 2 


of an unclean 1?“ 

It will mortify our pride, to take an attentive view - 
of the circumſtances, in which we are now placed. 
Our underſtanding is darkened, our conſcience defiled, - 
our will perverſe, our © heart deceitful and deſperately ' 
wicked,” our thoughts © only evil continually.” We 


may obſerve our extreme depravity in the very groſs. 


abominations, which many run into with greedineſs, 
and from which others are reſtrained with difficulty; 
in that proneneſs to ſin, which children in their earlieſt 

infancy diſcover ; and in the ſecret corruptions, which 
2 men continually feel and lament, in their beſt 


% What have wh; ſo cirevnfaaced. to expect 


« by nature children of wrath f.” What elſe indeed 
can we conclude, but that a holy God muſt look down 
won fuch' polluted, rebellious creatures, with abhor- 


you deny that God means ſo much as this; or doubt 

whether he will fulfil his threatenings? Alas Ido you 

not perceive the ug {tions of an enemy, who is' 
ihng the ſame Udtleties with you, as he did with % 


luRion ? 4 407 de, 
Various o are raiſed againſt the doctrine of 

wr original depravity; 2 of them vain, molt of 
nem highly preſumptuous. The juſtice and the good- 

of God are both arraigned; as if it were incon- 
ent with theſe. attributes to create man under the 
I poſfibility of falling. We muſt confeſs, it is an 
+ "'*# See alſo Cal. v. 19+ 
«7 C| 
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aſter, but final ruin ? We are therefore declared to be 


rence? * To be carnally minded, is death l. Will 


n 


Adam, and would deceive you to your everlaſting de- | 
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awful ſubjeQ: it has its difliculties 3 but they are ſuch, 
as.ought rot to ſtagger us in the belief the truth 
and ſuch tdo as are not peculiar to revelation . Let 
us ſtudy the fall of man, then, not with that bold and 
| Kc ſpixit which theſe objectors ſeem to diſcover; 
765 but with deep hutmiliation, conſidering what we are, 
J and what we deſerve z and with earneſt prayer, that 
25 we may know ſo much of it, as may concern our ever- 10 
ing welfare. A time is coming, when God will W :* 
| vindicate his own cauſe; when he will be pleaſed to col 
remove che darkneſs which obſcures our preſent views, of t 
And prove. to us, that © all his ways are right.” 'F C3 
| becomes us to reſt ſatisfied with this aſſurance, wich- Wer 
out daring to ee Gad.“ 
Ons conſideration ought to have influence, 
and it is a ſufficient. anſwer to a ſpeculative, 
_ objections ; that the total corruption of our nature is: 
matter of fact, proved by the univerſal experience d 
all and all countries, in all poſſible ſituations. It 
were ablurd, therefore, to controvert ſuch evidence as 
this. And ſhall we not acknowledge alſo, that we are 
all chargeable with many actual offences, a proper ſenſe 
of which would cover us with confuſion, and drive u 

to deſpair, were it not for the hope of the goſpel? 
— be God, a complete deliverance is provided 


Rc aac As by one man's diſobe- 


| „41 had never been an 'old/toltament, never a new ont 
mankind wou have been at leaſt as corrupt and miſerable as they 
2 1 What harm, then, have the old and the new teſti- 
ment done to you, that you perpetually challenge them to account ts; 
| you. for the e you ſuffer ? You miſlike, perhaps, the ſtory. of Aba 
- and Evrx, and can by no means digeſt the account df the Serpent's 
 tempting-and prevailing'againſ our firſt parents, Very well: let this 
nochunts thats kn laid. aloe; ad iebat ceo you nw the better ? Is then 
not the ſame evil remaining in the world, whether you believe, or be- 
lieve not, the ſtory of the Fall? And if ſo, what account do ro! 
— to give of it? For if you pretend to any religion, _— 
. or teacher of the 
pel.— Nobody is exempt, in this caſe, but the atheift ; and his pri- 
_ Vilege comes from hence, 4 i * account togive-of any thing 
forall difficulties are al Dt. Sa KLOCK ares 
Prophecy, p. 233. * 1 
Ln Fl TO dience, 
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hrs apy were mad Gre bythe gen. 
Gone, y be made Ogre Salvation, 
neither obtained, EN  ourlelues, is 
propoſed to 1s: Sr abies to this! or vaioly dif 

againſt, it? rather than kfully adore. 
and View the 1255 4. to be the re. 


Eee breach, and ſays, ( Look unto me, and 


be 

But i to 26M to Adam. We leſt n 
dough created upright, and under the firſt experience, 
of that awful change, which his fall 
L 10.06 eve of; Jus Toes. Was, - 
thenceforwards a man of ſorrows ; feeling in himſelf, 
and perceiving injhis numerous poſterity, the dread- 
ful effects of his departure from, God. A 
ſword, as. the mark. of divine indignation, was 


— 
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x the garden. of Eden, to keep. him at 2 diſtance, a 
prevent his approach to the tree. of life t. 
In 1 714 
doub af 409 himſelf with the pro | 

n e ben 

ſome, think, were barn to. him at one bi 1 

de ns 1 ſoon proved the cauſe of extreme 

; an Hanne 
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1; and that, if Adam bad perſevered io his obedience, this tres 
of an everlaſt- 


F FDS 


ne, Pond haye been as. a Sacrament: r 

hey ag ſtate of elicity. ut, hav title to this by his tran 

+ Preſflen, h & Wap therefore "oy the uſe of that Sacrament, w | 
tu dleſſinge repreſedted by it were forfeited. He muſt be dti ven out 


f Paradiſe, 4 ic oſt he put forth his hand to ;the tres of lifes and eats? 

a * 1 x ever I. e. left be ſhould profanę that divine . 
r imagine, in oppoſition to God's 19 * 

ld ſtinl live, and not die. But we rejoice, that Ih 1 

ared and, opened, for ou reception, a better Paradiſe : 5 is, 
de tree of life to us that, in the higheſt Oy we — PRs and 

ve for ever.” «© To kim,” (x (ſays he, Rev. of OK uy 

ill I give to eat of the tree of life, which ig in the midſt Le the Pa: Pa- 
fiſe of God.” Every faithful ſervant of Chriſt ſhall have that 

noel through his Saviaur, of continuing in à ſtate of bliſs and 

ory DOONEY, he had not 


and 
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' * world; and 
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105 See and from whom, as concerning tür gef, 


| Fon and mk wickedneſs,'as well as filled with con- 


3 e from the glorious beginning of this character 
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and in the depraved àffeckions of our But, 


4 put off the old man, which is corrupt? And have 


- "have put on the IL. 
9 e aer hs keen tho ye ur , 
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e eee utine 
in. Oh! what ſelf-reproach, what ſevere 
$\muft have rent the parent's heart, when he 
[by toc his tranſg ſgreflion, entering into the "| 
uch 2 way, as made the trial'tenfold' Ml ©: 
le? The Vin of the Murderer was, 
r more diſtreffing to him than the ſuffer. 
of he Teed wis granted him, and his hopes 
ut anothe er 
e hteous Seth *, in whoſe family re- 
gion was profeſled, it ſhould ſeern, with peculiar pu- 


Chriſt came. 
Suffice it to eder Adam lived to ſee the earth 


and miſery. But at length, according to the 
divine thteatening, the diſſolution of his body cloſed 
the ſcene, and he returned to the duſt, from which he 
. Was taken. He lived NINE HUNDRED AND THIRTY 
years; and he died.“ How very different was the 


us keep in mind the important inſtruction it cons 
sto us. We all bear the image of the firſt Adam, 
10 was earthy.“ We betray che ſtrongeſt marks 
of that reſemblance in the infirmities of our bodies, 


SS EEE ASSES 4 


— 


* 


through the covenant of grace, we alſo beat 
the i ond Alun wi os 


cavern, © 
* . What. « alia far « e e is here! Have we 
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„ 
The two brothers widely different from euch other —in 
©" their religious worſhip=—thttr moral charatttr==and 
"©" their "5 8 1 57182 2 


We are contemplating the world in its infancy: 
and a moſt lamentable proſpect it affords us, even in 
the earlieſt period. Alas ! what ſhall we find the hiſtory 
of man, from the beginning down to our on times, but 
the hiſtory of human wickedneſs? Vet, while we are 

ented with the fad picture of univerſal depravity, 

ading through ſucceſſive generations, many in- 
ch the grace of God 


— 


fances will occar to us, in 158 
has prevailed and triumphed. | 
5 "We have ſeen, in-the firſt of our race, the | 
and. excellency of the creation polluted by fin; A 7 2 
now what can we expect from Adam's poſterity ? 
What, but that his corruption will be derived to them? 
«That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh s: the 
offspring of fallen man cannot but partake of a füllen 
nature. kt was impoſfible, that Adam ſhould com- 
munipate to his children the | holineſs, which he nod 
2 eſſed; that they ſhould inherit from him the 
divine image, Which-he had loſt. Yet, as a door of 
mercy was opened, and the purpoſe and method of 
Redemption were revealed, immediately after the fall, 
We ſhall have occafion to remark, that in every age 
God has had a peculiar people, ſeparated to himſelfo, » 


#, 4 4 a Fu. redeemed _ 


# 
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16 + SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 
redeemed from among men. Mankind, therefore, 
have been conftantly divided into the two grand claſſy 
of Sainte and Sinners. Even the family of Adam 
before it had received any conſiderable increaſe, pre. 
ſſents us with this diſtinction. How different the cha. 
-  gacters of Cain and Abe! 1 
A ſhort but clear deſcription is given of their hil. 
_ © tory, which will ſuggeſt many important admoni. 
ſtttitons. It ſhould be our endeavour to learn righteouþe 
| neſs, while we ſelect ſome of the principal Circum- 
ſtances concerning them, recorded in the fourth chap- 
ter of Geneſis, in a7 1265 
I + UL K _— 2 ſt betty Ou Eve e to 
Chriſt;4003. have had pleaſing expe ions. I have 
; * gotten a man, faid ſhe, © from the Lord; 
rejoicing. in his birth, as if he were granted to her in 
ſpecial mercy, and intended to be a peculiar bleſſing 
from heaven. Or, if with ſome we render the words, 
J have gotten a man, the Lord,“ ſhe apprehended 
the child to be none other than the promiſed. Seed, the 
great Deliveret of the world. Alas! how extreme 
was her diſappointment ! Let us beware of expecting 
too much from children, remembering from what a 
e e e eee fe 
Cain 4 was of that wicked ane *,” the ſeed of the 
ſerpent. But his brother, how lovely a character! 
Our Lord himſelf, who knew what was in man, 
ſtyles him “ righteous Abel 4.” In Cain we behold a 
BE: diſſembling, formal hypocrite, an unbeliever, a de- 
| ſpiſer of God, and a perſecutor of his e aſſum- 
nm ing far a ſeaſon the form of godlineſs, but at laſt hur- 
died away by the vileſt paſſions, into the moſt horrid 
Fl. ication of iniquity. In Abel is exhibited a bright 
example of righteouſneſs ; a meek, but zealous ſervanc 
of God, eminent in faith, ſteadfaſtly perſevering in 
holineſs, patiently ſuffering in the cauſe of religion, 
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cam AND ABEL, | a7 
in Gnally cloſing bis life with an honourable mar- 
Let us examine, Which of theſe do we reſemble? 


Whoſe image do we bear ? Are we followers of Abel; 
or, are we walking “ in the way of Cain?” 


LI Apen er- e er An = 


in conſidering 
. The difference of of their worſhip. Adam, it ene 
ious parent, did not neglect the education of 
his children. They were both, therefore, trained up 
to diligence et in berg eee, een Hem « Abel was a. 
keeper and Cain was a tiller of the ground.“ 
They of hep, inſtructed to pay a ſtrict — to 
re exerciſes, for the beth profeſſed to ſerve the 
Lord, and one as well as the other, externally at leaſt, 
ormed an act of folemn adoration. ful 

ore God for the ſame purpoſe ; but with diſpoſitions 
moſt unlike. It is poſſible that the hypocrite, © whoſe 
facrifice is an abomination to the Lord,“ may be as 
exact and punctual in all outward, ceremonial obſerv- 
ances of devotion, as the moſt upright, ( whoſe pray- 
er is his delight. We haye need, therefore, to en- 
quire, Where with ſhall I come before the Lord, and 
bow myſelf before the high God? _ 

Cain brought of the fruit of the ground, an offer 
ing unto the Lord: and Abel, he alſo brought of the 
firſtlings of his flock, and of the fat thereof.” Much 
ſtreſs is Jaid by ſome, upon the difference of value in 
the two offerings; as if Cain, in a contemptuous man- 
ner, preſented to God what was of little worth, or 
what might firſt come to his hands; whilſt Abel was 
careful to offer the beſt of his flocks, This, however, 
is not ſufficiently obvious. Cain's offering might poſ- 
ſibly be as troubleſome and expenſive as 2 of Abel; 
but, we are clearly told, it was not equally excellent, 


nts acceptable to the Lord. And here the new teſta- 


e , bee a comment on the old: an 
infoired poſtle aſſures us, that © BY FAITH Abel of- 
8 unto God a more W ſacriſice than Cain, 

2 whi 


. 
0 


wants ths” 
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| which heobtained witneſs that he was righteous, God 


teſtifying of his gifts; and by it, he being dead 
It N el then, hr 


1. That Cain's ſeems to have been'a mere thank. 
offering, paid in acknowledgment of favours: received, 
not accompanied with contrition for ſin, or intended to 

_ deprecate deſerved puniſhment. Such a ſervice as this 
might not have been unſuitable to Adam himſelf, in a 
ſtate of innocence: for it implied not any confeſſion of 


guilt, or any application to the Redeemer. ' This, 


therefore, was not the worſhip preſcribed, or that which 
s peculiarly adapted to the ſtate of a finner : for, to ſuch 
an one, without ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion +,” 
But it is obſervable, — + TD > 


2. That Abel's offering was a ſacrifice, preſented in 


faith, not only with a reſpec to the inſtitution of God 


(ho had ordained ſacrifices as a repreſentation of that 


method of Redemption, by which he would deliver 
man), but alſo with'a dependence on “ the Lamb ſlain 
from the foundation of the world,“ who was, in the 


fulneſs of time, to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of 


_ himſelf,” Abel's offering, therefore, is to be conſi- 
dered as a type of Chri 


to whom he had regard, 
while he confeſſed his guilt, and implored forgiveneſs. 
This was the appointed way for a ſinner's approach 
unto God; this the only acceptable worſhip from the 
beginning. For it is only by faith in the Redeemer's 
atonement, that the throne of grace is, or can be, ac- 
eeſſible to fallen man. eee 


Bee now their different ſucceſs) Abel was received, 


and, -probably, ſome outward token-of divine favour 


. vouchſafed to him. The-Lord had reſpe& unto Abel, 
and to his offering. In this it ſeems to be intimated, 
that he himſelf was firſt ace , then his ſaerifice. 


« He obtained witnefs that he was rightedus, God 


_ teſtifying of his gifts,” And it is an important con- 


ſideration, ever to be remembered, that in order to 
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od rm works well pong to God, we muſt firſt , 
yet juſtified in his ſight “. Cain, therefore, preſump- 

tuouſly deſpiſing or neglecting the appointed Media- 
Ik. tor, was rejected with abhorrence.: unto Cain, and 
ed, to his offering, he had not reſpect.” How awful a. 
to ſtate, to lie under viſible marks of the divine diſplea- 
his fure ! Yet, white the Lord thus diſtinguiſhes between 
13 perſons, approving one, and condemaing another, he 
of acts according to righteouſneſs and truth. This will: 


is, appear, if we examine | * 
ch gious principles cannot but influence the practice; and 


Fin refore we ſhall not wonder to find a ſtriking diverſity © 
ect manners in the two brothers. Abel, though not jul 
in tified in-the ſight of God for his own works or „ 
od * only for the merit of the great Redeemer, on 


f he depended; yet, being rene wedi by grace, was 
er a hol man, an 


l Vin and perſe vored in a 
ain lite of true godlineſs, hold Cain, on the other hand, 
ne who was rejected of God not merely as a ſinner (for 
of e ſuch he might have obtained mercy),. but as an un- 
i. believer, putting away from himſelf the offer of a Sa» · 
rd, viour, under a proud conceit of his own ſufficiency. - - 
fs, By what vile affections he was actuated What abo 
ch W minable tempers were diſcovered in him! When | 
he marked by the diſpleaſure of heaven, inſtead of being 
rs bumbled for his fin, he vindicated his own conduct, 
and roſe with anger againſt God, as if he had deſerved 
a better treatment, © He was very wroth, and his 
countenance fell,” A ſimilar ſpirit is alſo perceivable 
in the hypocrites, whom Iſaiah deſcribes; Where- 
fore have we faſted,” ſaid they, © and thou ſeeſt not #?*? 
And are not modern Phariſees of like diſpoſition, ſelf- 
confident, preſumptuous, forward to complain, and 
even to quarrel with God himſelf? | ; 
Cain regarded with envy the preference given to his 
% Works done before the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration of 
tis Spirit, arg. not pleaſant I God, yon” Article ziil, 
aſe 0 
C. 3. brother, 
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» brother, yet ſainght not to be a partaker of the ſame 
| grace. Inſtead of admiring his holy life, he felt enmity 
and rages and with great bitterneſs perſecuted him 
| for it. He could not bear the continual reproof, which 
he received from Abel's godly converſation: and this is 
- faid to be the ground of that hatred, the ifſue of which 
Was ſo terrible, & becauſe his own works were evil, and 
bis brother's righteous ®.” Here we obſerve the be- 
ginning, and the real cauſe, of perſecution ; and we do 
not wonder, as the ſame cauſe remains, that the ſame 
ſpirit appears at this time, which has been diſcovered 
in every other age, from the days of Cain. The moſt 
vuoolent oppoſers of true religion, like him, are but ful - 


filling the original prophecy : (Iwill put enmity be. 

1 ren thee andthe woman, and between thy feed, and 
"7 d+.% Winne LY Een ee 

Need any thing further be alleged, to prove, that 
Cain was the enemy of all righteouſneſs ?”? - 


5 Behold him at laſt riſing up with mur- 
TDi, 3875, derous rage againſt Abel, and ſhedding his 
+ ** & blood} What an awful cataſtrophe was 
- this; fuch as the ſun had never before been witneſs to! 
Ho abominable an act, wantonly or maliciouſly to 
ſeek the deſtruction of a fellow-creature ! But this 
- was a murder parti heinous ; the murder of one, 

"whoſe exemplary holineſs of life, as well as nearneſs of 
relation, claimed every poflible mark of kindneſs and 
affection: it was (in a word) the murder of a Saunt 

and of a BrRoTHER! To be capable of ſo aggra- 

vated ar fin, betrayed the very temper of the Devil. 
Yet herein we perceive what human nature is, in its 

-  _ preſent corrupted ſtate. The great enormities, into 
PE which ſome have run, ſhew what all men are liable to, 
and prove how very low we are fallen. Let each one 
be humbled before God under this conviction, and ſay, 
< Behold, Iam vile!“ It remains that we conſider 
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2 ex AND ABEL, $ 8. . 
I. The difference of their end. This muſt be 
taken into the account, in order to form a fair judgment 
« between him that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth 
him not.“ Abel © ſuffered for righteouſneſs ſake,” and, 
like his Saviour, “ was delivered into wicked hands to be 
llain;ꝰ and herein he ſtands diſtinguiſhed with peculiar 
honour, He leads the van in that ** noble army of mar- 

who have ſealed the truth with their blood, and are 
with a loud voice, and: 


ſaying, © Salvation to our ( 
throne, and unto the Lamb * His diſembodied ſpirit. 
though ſeemingly driven away with violence, wings its 
cheerful flight, is received up to glory, and appears in- 
heaven, amidſt the acclamations of thouſand thouſands, 
as the firſt fruits of the redemption of Chriſt, Wo 
does not with to follow him, though it ſhould be 
through much tribulation, to inherit the kingdom? 


& He being dead; yet ſpeakethꝰ for the inſtruction and 


encouragement of all, to be faithful unto death,” - . 
What an awful contraſt does Caip exhibit]! He was 
arraigned, like a guilty criminal, at the bar of God: 

ind even there, with the utmoſt obduracy and pride, 
he reſuſed to ſubmit, or to acknowledge his guilt, fool-- 
hly attempted to conceal his fin, dared to lye unto 
God, and inſulted him to his face. The Lord faid' 


unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he ſaid. 


I know not; am I my brother's keeper?” But vain 
were his ſubterfuges : he was convicted, on the evi- 
dence of God himſelf, who ſaid, © The voice of thy 
brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground,” Yer 
ſtill he continyed hardened, though the fact was proved 


| againſt him: he dei not to aſk forgiveneſs, but 


even charged his Judge with cruelty or injuſtice ; 
My puniſhment is greater than I can bear.” | 
What then was his ſentence? That he ſhould be 


driven out from ſociety as an accurſed thingy. 2 


fugitive and a vagabond in the earth,” which was 
doomed to a peculiar barrenneſs wherever he ſhould 
| Rev. vii. 10. | 


C4 | dwell. 


which ſitteth upon the 


*% 
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dwell. A vifible mark was fixed upon him, that every 
one might perceive in him the divine indignation 
againſt a murderer, and be deterred from offering vio- 
lence to him. And Cain went out from the preſence 
' of the Lord,” no longer making any pretences to reli- 
gion, or joining in any of its ordinances, but avowedly 
aſting off the tear of God, and hardening his heart, till 
be had filled up the meaſure of his iniquities, , + 
Let us pauſe, and conſider the deſtructive tendency 
. of fin; that we may guard againſt its beginnings, 
whilſt we perceive its progreſs to be ſo alarming, and 


| : its conſequences fo inconceivably terrible. Such is the 


8 of God, ſuch his righteous appointment, 
miſery ſeems the natural effect of guilt, and gene- 
rally follows cloſe upon it. But murder is an offence 

of the deepeſt die; as it not only ſtrikes at the root of 
all human ſociety, but is, alſo a direct attack upon 
the Almighty Sovereign. For he, who aims to 
deſtroy © the image of God, would not heſitate to 


deſtroy the great Archetype himſelf ®, Accordingly, 
it is e 


= that the Murderer is puniſhed with pecu- 

har yengeance, even in this life, and is marked out, 
beyond all other tranſgreſſors, as an object of divine 
indignation. However ſecretly. he may have accom- 


pliſhed his purpofes, he moſt commonly falls, at laſt, 


a ſacrifice to juſtice, The God of heaven, as in the 
inſtance before us, takes the matter into his own hand, 
that He may prevent others from committing fuch 4 

- daring outrage againſt Him. But let us grant, that the 
man of violence may poſſibly eſcape detection, till he 
ie, and muſt be, like Cain, a terror to himſelf, He 
will ſuppoſe every one to be an enemy; and, in the 
dread of meeting with a juſt retribution for his iniqui- 
ties, he muſt be a ſtranger to peace. He will tremble 
at . the ſound of a ſhaken leaf,” and fly from his own 
ſhadow ; and, wearied of exiſtenee, no wonder if he 


ſolicit permiffion to die, or become his own execu- 
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toner.” Herein we adore the righteouſneſs of God, A 


and learn the neceflity of repreſſing fin in its firſt mo- 
tions. © Let all bitterneſs" and- wrath be put away - 


from us, with all malice. 


And now, while we review the ſubjoct, let torn 


our eyes to ourſelves, and ety 
1. Let us examine, what is the ſervice we are offer- - 


ing to God? It is not enough, that we are attentiye 


to religious ordinances; but are we, like Abel, wor- 
ſhipping by faith? How great a difference does God 


diſcern in thoſe who-tread his courts, when, perhaps, 


man can diſcover none] May it not be ſaid to many, 


who appear zealous for God, „To what purpoſe is 


the multitude of your ſacrifices unto me:? Ah!” 


what avail your acts of devotion, except you have, - 


4 continual regard in them to de grand propitiatory « 
ferifice of the Son of Gd! ax: 


2. Let us enquire, Are none actuated by the tem- 


pers of Cain! Are there none, who, like him, are 
perſecutors of God's people? Oh! how baſe your - 
character ! You, who perceive no excellency in true 
holineſs, but deſpiſe: and hate it, you are, and-mult + 
be, deſtitute of every amiable diſpoſition, you are utter 
ſtrangers to the divine principle of love, and are hur- 


ried away by the. vile affections of envy, pride; anger, . 


and revenge. Whoſe reſemblance, then, do you bear? 


3. Let us bleſs God, that the blood of Jeſus Chrit 


« ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel .“ The 


blood of Abel cried unto God for vengeance ; but that 


of Jeſus Chriſt pleads for mercy. With ſuch a plea, . 
therefore, we may draw near to God; and, while this 
is all our dependence, we ſhall not be-diſappointed of 
our hope. Let this encourage ſinners to make imme+ 


diate application for 5 <p in the appointed way. . -. 
eſu | 


For “ now in Chriſt Jeſus, ye, h ſometimes: were 
far. off, are made nigh by the blood of Chriſt .“ 
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Euch, the ſeuentb from Adam, walked with God by faith, 
* , fludying to pleaſe him—as in his preſence—and in com- 
munion with him—aſſured of his acceptance, and tram- 


' Years before Ar TER conſidering the hiſtory of the 
| pc 5, pon firft-born of Adam, what can we ex 
s zes7 from his ſucceeding poſterity? We need 


not wonder, that very ſoon the earth groaned under 


£50 the weight of their iniquity, Yet, in the facred re- 


cords, we ſhall find ſome of our corrupt race diſtin- 
| 8 from others by a real excellency of character; 
Put this difference we ſhall be taught to aſcribe to the 
influence of divine grace. 
Seth and Enos were probably endued with the true 
knowledge of God, and a fervent zeal to promote the 
cCauſe of righteouſneſs in their generation, It is ob- 
ſerved, and ſeems to be mentioned to their honour, 
that, in their time, © men began to call upon the name 
of the Lord ;“ that is, an open profeſſion of religion 


. - 


Ves then made, and the public worſhip of God inſti- 


But out of a long catalogue of the antediluvian pa- 


- +. | riarchs, whoſe names are regiſtered in Gen, v. one 


of peculiar eminence ſhines forth. © Enoch the ſe- 
venth from Adam,” (aps the ſacred hiſtorian) 
© walked with God, and he was not, for God took. 
en. l nh, 


xy him.“ 


* 


4 | 1 | | | 
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Him . An inſpired writer of the new teſtament has 
iven the ſame honourable deſcription of him; and 
enlarged and illuſtrated the brief narration of Moſes.. 
By faith Enoch was tranſlated, that he ſhould not ſee 
death . and was not found, becauſe God had tranſlated- 
him; for before his tranſlation, he had this teſtimony, 
that he pleaſed God ../ Bua | 
The whole account of him is very ſhort; but enou 
is told us, to prove, that he was a perſon of moſt ex- 
emplary piety, and that he ſtands recorded as a monu- 
ment, to all ages, of God's favourable kindneſs to- 
wards thoſe who ſerve him. While we contemplate this · 
primitive faint, may we learn to follow him] May we 
perceive the excelleney and happineſs of thoſe ho are. 
devoted to God, and be animated to greater earneſt: 
neſs and zeal in his ſerviced We conſider 7 
I. His character. Though drawn in a conciſe man- 
ner, it ' ſuggeſts a. variety of important inſtruc- 
tions. „He walked with God,“ that is; he was ſin- 
cerely religious, and eminent for his attainments in. 
holineſs. How different is the deſeription of the un- 
godly! They “ walk not with God;“ are © with 
out God in the world,“ and & walk contrary: to 
him. But true piety impreſſes the heart with an 
abiding ſenſe of His greatneſs, goodneſs, and continual. 
preſence, . It opens an intercourſe between God and 
the ſoul, and produces a prevailing deſire to pleaſe him. 
Enoch, being poſlefled of right principles, was led, un- 
der their influence, to a holy conduct. For it was 
< by faith,” ſays the Apoſtle, that he attained to 
ſuch a high diſtinftion: it was owing, therefore, | 
to his firm perſuaſion of the truth and excellence 1 
of what God had revealed. Being inftructed, . 
no doubt, by Adam (with whom he was cotem 
porary for three hundred years) not only with re- 
| | ſpect to the exiftence and perfections of God, and his 
5 work of creation, but alſo in the conſequences of the 
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of reconciliation by the promiſed 
Redeemer, 3 that he — * embraced 
the promile, as the ground of his confidence towards 
God. We are not "ol 

in the doctrines of the Goſpel; but he was certainly 
acquainted with the grand deſign of redemption by 
Chriſt, and could not be ignorant of his firſt coming, 

whoſe ferond ap pearance he foretold *, 

Let us ſeek tobe rootedandfiabliſhed in thefaith,” 

| 2 only aſſenting to the general truths of religion, but 
pecially « laying hold & the hope ſet before us,” in 
4 . eſus Chriſt Hence ſprang Enoch's zeal for 


7 * * 
, 
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God, and his eminence in holineſs. And we are not 


afraid to aſſert, that the advocates for Infidelity are the 


greateſt enemies of mankind : for if ſcripture princi- 


_ ples be baniſhed, all-barriers.are thrown down, and a 
door is opened for every kind of licentiouſneſs. 


But let us take a more particular view of the good: 


man, and examine how much is conveyed to us, when 
mo faid that «he ws re, 3 From this one 
cription it is obvious, that the following were among 
the leading features of his character. 
1. Impreſſed with a ſenſe of his to God, 


he ſtudied to pleaſe Him. This is ry implied. 


| Hang ng the fear of God, he deſired only to approve 
8 to Him, and took the divine command, and not 


ä of corruption, when true re- 


ligion — 5 ut did he join dich the prev. * 
Did he “walk in the way of ſinners? N 2 


3 — their ſociety, he ſtood forth 
vocate for the cauſe of God z conſulting, not what 
praQtiſed, but what God required. According 
| St. Jude, he was active in reproving fin, as © a 
of "righteouſneſs; faithfully Ke br the 


previ of approaching Judgment, and denounced the | 


demon of the Lord egninſt impious ſcoffers. 
2 2 W 


; Is 
* * 


what degree of light he had 


rr IR o. we wtrm m.. 


own will, for the rule and direction of his conduQ. 
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ls this a common character? Let every reader aſk; 
himſelf, Am I ſtudying to pleaſe God? Ahl dare 
not to affirm it, if inclination alone directs, if ſenſual 
you not, then, walking ter the fleſh ?) 
Some are forward to plead in their n excuſe 2: 
We would act otherwiſe, but company ſeduces 3 
we cannot help complying. with the importunity of 
friends.” What is this, but an aeknowledgment, that 
4 walk according to the courſe of this world? If: 
all would-be religious, you would be fo too: but you 
dare not follow your own convictions in oppoſition to- 
the max ims and cuſtoms of others. This is a mean 
ſervility indeed: how different from the example of 
Enoch! He could not but be ſingular in ſuch a 
depraved generation; and all, who reſemble him, muſt 
be ſo now. If, then, you would ſerve the Lord Chriſt, 
_ «fear ye not the reproach of men,, nor be afraid of 
their revilings !”” "4 nt. 1 
2. He lived as in the divine preſence. This is what 
nothing but an unfeigned and a lively faith could enable 
him to do. Butlike Moſes, „he endured, as ſeeing 
him who is inviſible. Such a regard to God would 
have the happieſt effect on our whole deportment. It 
was the advice of a Heathen, as the ſtrongeſt induce-- 
ment to a ſteady perſeverance in virtue, always to ima- 
gine ſome good man preſent. But to be conſtantly 
mindful that God's eye is upon us, muſt ſurely make a 
deeper impreſſion on our hearts, produce, in our 
moſt ſecret retirement, a ſalutary fear of offendi 
Him, and, in the moſt effectual manner, diſperſe all 
vile thaughts and imaginations. This confideration 
alſo would animate us to an unremitting zeal and acti- 


vity in our public conduct, preſerve us from making 
any baſe compliances with ſinners, and render us 
in every relation of life. 2 3 
Here we are defective ; we forget God; therefore 
vanity. poſſeſſes our minds, and temptations eaſily pre- 
vail over us. From the ſame cauſe it ariſes, that many 


\ 
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* 


of mei. Remember, God looketh at the 
Heartz” and if you walk with him,“ you will not 
be ſatisfied eee eee eee 


Pe 
* e This, 


y, is the main thing intended to be conveyed i 
he deſeription of his character. He lived ima ſtate of 
 friendſhipwithGod: His b affections were ſet on things 
above, where his treaſure was. God was his {i 


no doubt, he enjoyed, while he tras here on earth, 
ſweet ſeaſons af intercourſe with God, as if he had 
been a citisen of heaven. Who does not envy the holy 
Patriarch? Who does not deſire the ſame happiueſs? 
Many are diſtouraged from expecting it, and aſk, « May 
ve, without pteſumption, hope to attain to it?“ Yes, 
ſurely: ce the Lord's hand is not ſhortened ;** and his 


Fe which enabled. Enoch thus to walk, i is ſufficient 
r us. 


For the privilege of maintaining communion 


with God, is not confined-to ancient times, but is 
promiſed to all penitent believers in every age s. 
Do we, then, thus walk with God? Or, we not, 
rather, diſcover a lifeleſs formality, even in our devo- 
7 tion?! It need not be obſerved, that many know not 
what it is, to have “ fellowſhip with the Father, and 
with his Son Jeſus Chriſt.. A great part deſpiſe the 
very mention of it as Enthuſiaſm. And are there not, 
who are at no pains to obtain ĩt; & ho ſay unto God, 
. . Depart from us, for we deſire not the know! on th 
ways ': Then what reception can ſuch 
for at his bands? We.remark 
: Mn II. The favour-of God 8 N It muſt 
| laid down as an important principle in religion, that 
' ALL Is OF GRACE, But how aſtoniſhing does the con- 
deſcenſion of our God appear? He beſtows every gra- 
GOO « from him all holy deſires, all good 
eib 15 „ Ina. lil. 153. a Cor. vie 16. 
„ | counſels, 


. a Saban of religion, only 2 im che 


ur. 


wpreme- ' 
delight: with Him he converſed, and to Him be had. 
l acceſs with humble boldneſs and familiarity. Hence, 
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en and all juft-works do gende and Wes 


he approves and rewards them in his people. Enoch 


owed it tg his God, that he was ſo eminently diſtin- 


guiſhed from the men of his generation: and weſhould 
remember, it is by the rich mercy of the ſame God, 


that any of us are feparated from'finners; But the 
Lord gave him ſpecial tokens of his love, He was not; 
Gs left to on of his acceptance, as many ſin- 
cere perſons ma may be for © he had this teſtimony, that 
he pleaſed God,” Arid a knowledge of the divine fa- 


vour is what We alſo may aſk, look for. Even. 


now, the Spirit idelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, 


that we are the children of God. Yet it ought not to 
be forgotten, that this happineſs is promiſed only to the 


cireumſpect and active belie vet f. Ho great, then, 
is their preſumption, who deny the poſlibility of attain= 
ing an aſſurance of ſalvation !  : How ſinful their re- 
miſſneſs, who are ſatisfied without it ! How awful 
their deluſion, who expect or pretend to it in any al- 
lowed habits of wickedneſs ! 

But a ſingular mark of the higheſt af robation. was 

ited to Enoch: & he was not, for God took 


de was tranſlated that he ſhould not ſee death.“ He 


was ſuddenly removed from the earth; without ſickneſs, 
in, or any of the diſtreſſes attending. a diſſolution. 
fe odd fog ſeem that his body and ſoul together aſcended 
up to heaven immediately, perhaps in a viſible. man- 
ner, aceompanied with ſome bright appearance. Such 
was the aſſumption of the — 4 ⁊75 Elijah, and of a ſimi- 
lar ſort will be that of the living faints at the general 
reſurrection. What a ſtriking reproof muſt this event 
have been to the ſinners of that day, who were ſcoffing 
at Enoch's piety! What an encouragement and com- 
fort to the godly, who might have been ready to fear, 
“ the Lord nad fo forſaken the earth !' And what a 


high honour and favour to Enoch himſelf, to be taken 


away (without experiencing any bodil "weakneſs or 
diſeaſe) from the midſt of reproach and uffering, with © * 


* Liturgy. „ie Ila. Ixiv. 3. A 
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ſuch peculiar marks of the divine approbation, and 
received up to glory ? 2 adhd 
This a horde a moſt inſtruQive leſſon to all ages. 
WMe expect not the fame interpoſition, as Enoch, to 
deliver us from the preſent evil world; but let us be 


faithful to God, and we ſhall, 'in an important ſenſe, 


de ſoon traniflated too. Though we muſt undergo a 


to 


painful diffolution, and the body muſt reſt in the grave, 


until the conſummation of all things, yet the ſpirit ſhall 


be inſtantly removed to unſpeakable felicity. Let us 


give diligence to-be followers of Enoch; and then we 
I ſu 


rely join © the general aſſembly of the firſt- 


porn, which are written in heaven,” How many are 


gone before'us! And how immenſe will be the com- 
pany, when the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, 
and come to Zion with ſongs, and everlaſting joy - 
maT T2 7 
Upon a review of the ſubject we are all concerned 


enquire, ER 
1, Am1 4 walking with.God?” Difficulties will 
occur, even to thoſe who are treading in this road, but 


«who is he that ſhall harm them? The moſt pow-- 
erful motives may be urged upon them, to encourage 


them to perſevere. Let them remember, they are 
« ſtrangers and 99 7 8 here,“ and, in dependence 


on the divine faithfulneſs, let them be continually 


looking forwards; with ardent expectation, to © the 
glory which ſhall be revealed in them.“ Bur alas! 
what worldlineſs and ſenſuality prevail among us! 
How few appear to be living for God! How few can 


„ « By Faru Enoch was tranſlated.” it is hereby generally . 
' underſtood, that by means of faith, as an inward principle, he at- 


zined a peculiar excellency of character, for which God was pleaſed to 


£ £ * 
13 | reſs his high regard, by taking him immediately to heaven. 


| — 


t though this be true, perhaps: a more confiftent ſenſe be, 
that his faith, upon this occaſion, had a reference to ſome 9% Lal | 
promiſe of his tranſlation, which, therefore, he looked and waited for, 

while, in the mean time, «he walked with God. Thus, we know, K 


2 Kings ii. 1, 11. 
— ; | ay, 
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fay, have known any thin; of — ei 
fg: thy Happy, are Et Wha with unfeigned 
3 and unwearied diligence, are ſeeking for this 
 privik While they admire the condeſcenſion of 
Jehovah, . will admit them to ſuch a holy famili- 
arity with himſelf, let them rely on his faithfu neſs, fos 
He hath never ſaid to any, & Seek ye me in vain.” 
2. What are my hopes? Can! 4. roach to God, 
in full condidines: of his favour? his 3 is regs 
ought not to pretend to, if you are not habitually with. 
ing with him, It is not meant, that your comforts - 
ſhould be built on your own ſteadfaſt obedience (as if 
this were to be the round of your dependence,) but 
2 they are cloſeſy connected with your'ſpirit and 
uct. Wonder not, that diſtreſs ariſes from the 


flac of any d of improper 
wee. If 4 ther” . | 
iſt, it is not ar all fur- 


= N In the cauſe of 
priſing, that you ſhould be oppreſſed with doubts and 
fears. If you profeſs to be God 's ſervants, be faithful 
to him, and he will not be forgetful of you, but will 
make your conſolations to abound through 1 know 
ledge of his Son. Let us aſk again, | 
3. What are my views of death? It is an \ awful 
thing to die, and to enter upon an eternal ſtate. - Vet 
how tranſporting the change to Enoch! Nor is it un- 
common to ſee a lively Chriſtian rejoicing in his depar- 
ture. The diſſolution of the body, even with all its 
painful circumſtances, will, in general, prove delightful 
to true believers, who have .obtained the N 
through Jeſus Chriſt. But are you ungodly? You 
have, then, a moſt gloomy proſpect before you. And 
how ſhould it be 1 Shall God tranſlate you, 
who are his enemies, into his bliſ ful preſence, as well 
as thoſe, who are in ſtrict friendſhip with him? No; 
he will make a difference; he will remove you, but not 
35 he did Enoch. Ah! © what is the hope of the hy- 
pocrite, when God-taketh away his ſoul #1??? 4 
* Job xxvii. oY a 5 
: . wicked: 
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Nein 


| wicked 3 is driven N in his wickedneſs, but te | 
Tighteous; hath hope in Ns death . N;ö fa 
What more ſuĩtable concluſion can vye 1 5 than 
| Knock: $-prophecy, expreſſed in his own words? « Be- 
5 hold, the Ford cometh with ten thouſands of his ſaints, 
to execute judgment upon all; and to convince all that | 
are ungodly among them, of all their ungodly 75 55 r 
Wich they have ungodly Ol, and of al their | 
had A e , which ee lingers have ſpoken 
ainſt bim + 
1 us pray, that we may find mere of the Lord 
in that day, * be tranſlated nn, * 
- glory, through Jeſus ! ' "987 vr 
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| received eee It 

be d to 0 St. Jude by immediate revelatioa : or 

_ Aman well-au 6D, preſerved by the f ad provi- 

75 of God, Lei ee 
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upon the ſaints that are in the earth, and upon ſuch as 


excel in virtue, will find it a pleaſing em ut to 


contemplate. Scripture Characters. tus, then, e- 
amine, of what deſcription were the people of God in 
ancient times, and what treatment they received in the 
world. We ſhall obſerve them, in almoſt every. age, 
ively few in number, men deſpiſed and won- 

rw. at, 3 through much tribulation; but, 
trials, very dear to God, and the ob- 


eng of his peculiar care. Would you be *followery 


of them, who n faith and patience are now in- 
heriting the promiſes?” While you walk as they - 
walked, be not ſurpriſed, if you meet with the ſame 
unkind reception, the ſame contempt and oppoſition. 
Suffice it, it, like them, you be © kept by the power 
of God,“ favoured with the tokens of bis love on 
earth, and at laſt admitted into his preſence, to be 
partakers of his glory for ever. 2 
We are now come to a very important period in the 
lacred hiſtory. .. The life of Noah demands an atten- 
tive conſideration, and is highly inſtructive. As an 


introduction to the ſubject, it ma be briefly 
to * | bs . 


„ 5 : = | : I. The 


44 | - SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS © -- 
I. The ſtate of mankind at that time. Though the 
world had been created little more than a thouſand 
years, when Noah was born, it was probably filled with 
inhabitants “, as men in general, before the flood, 
lived to ſo great an age, that many generations flou- 
riſhed together. Adam himſelf, who was for a while 
cotemporary with Noah's father, had not long been. 
removed. He muſt have ſeen, therefore, a very numer- 
ous, but (hat was extremely diſtreſſing) a very depraved 
8 poſterity. He muſt have ſeen his children's children 
cSorrupting one another, and making a rapid progreis in 
iniquity. As their numbers increaſed, and men 
began to multiply on the face of the earth +,” the 
became more and more abandoned. It pleaſed G 
bowever, to preſerve a- choſen ſeed in the ſamily vf 
from which it 'was deſigned that the Saviour 
come. Scarcely any noties is takin of the reſt of 
3 | but the of this favoured. 
line (to. which it ſeems the h of God was con- 
ned) is carefully recorded 3 nor was it ſuffered to bo 
de B na bleſſing was in iit. 
Did all cheſe, , then, walk uprightly before God? 
Ahl bow difficult it is to live unipotted from the 
world FP? us: a were infected with the general 
oontagion::. and this very cireumſtance, that the pro- 
ſeſſors of religion did not keep themſelves ſeparate 
from ſinners, oceaſioned a more general corruption of 
manners, and haſtened the deſtruction of the earth. 
8 Do we not herein obſerve the miſchievous conſequences 
of forming connectious with ungodly perſons and fami- 
lies? An intimate acquaintance of this kind is dan- 
gerous to the ſoul; and the more intimate it is, the ¶ unſi 
21 2 the danger be. Marriage, we know, is I ; 
ehe moſt important union, in which, as a likeneſs of 1 
ſentiments and diſpoſitions is abſolutely neceſſary to ¶ 14... 
_ ® The greateſt part of the antediluvian Patriarchs, whoſe ages are re · ¶ ſear 
corded, Gen, v. lived about 900 years. Lamech, whoſe age was 777 
years as the youngeſt, of ins that we read of, who died a natural o | 
198 I +: Gen. zi. 1, Kc. 9 
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ſecure happineſs, it becomes the man of God to be 
ticularly circumſpeR in chooſing his companion. 
Bot if carnal motives prevail with him, if caprice and 
paſſion, pride, or avarice diredt his choice, if he have 
no regard therein to the concerns of another life, what 
proſpect can he have of making any advancement, or 


even maintaining his ſteadfaſtneſs, in the ways of 


God? Is it probable, that he will “ rule his own 
houſe well, or ( bring wp his children in the, nurture 
and admonition of the Lord?” To be therefore un- 
equally yoked together with unbelievers,” is utter 


inconſiſtent with that wiſdom, ſpirituality, and zeal, 


which ſhould characterize the ſeryants-'of God; it 
may prove ruinous to themſelves, and produce the 
moſt'pernicious effects to their lateſt poſterity. gt. 
The ſons of God,” who ſhould have ſtood forth 
with a holy ſingularity to uaphold bis cauſe, amidit the 
general depravity, were ſhamefully carried-away by 
their own ſenſual affections; and thus they ſtrengthened 
the hands of the ungodly, and left an unrighteous ſeed 
behind them. "They “ ſaw the daughters of men“ 
{women, who ſprung from irreligious parents, and bad 
no ſenſe of real godlineſs themſelves), * that they werè 
fair,” and without attending to any other conſidera- 
tion, © they took them wives of all which they choſe. 
They followed the guidance of their own vain deſires, 
and the-conſequence was, what might have been ex- 
pected, true religion rapidly declined ; for their off- 
ſpring, who were the fruit of theſe marriages, inherit- 
ed, not the piety which the fathers poſſeſſed, but the 
pride and folly of the mothers. The account of theſe 
unſuitableconneQions is clearly introduced as the prin- 
cipal reaſon, why matters were at length brought to a 
moſt deſperate iſſue. ' Wickedneſs became triumphant, 
becauſe the few, who retained the knowledge and the 
fear of God, diſcovered little or no zeal, were ſcarcely 
to be diſtinguiſhed from others, or at leaſt were 
ſtrangely drawn aſide by worldly compliances. They, 


who 


which period he waits upon them with o 


” l . 4 
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- whoſhould have been © the ſalt of the earth,” had loſt 
their ſavour, and therefore were of no benefit to thoſe 
around them. Let this ſtand as an admonition to all, 
_  _ eſpecially to young perſons, to beware, of . im- 

1 * attachments. 
whilt ſin is tlius advancing with a daring 4 
frontery, ſhall not God interpoſe to aſſert his au- 
thority, and vindicate his honour? LE : he- "rn 


make himſelf known by the ſigns 
' which he will execute. He rafalves > rl « My « My 
Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man, for that be 


alſo. is fleſh 3 yet his days ſhall bins an hundred and 
twenty years.” - The Spirit of God, then, it appears, 


ſtrives with ſinners, perhaps with thoſe of. the moſt 


ofligate character; and to his influence, reſtraining 
* a thouſand different ways the depravity of our na- 
it, that the world is not more abandoned 


ture, we o 
ut ſuch is our pe neſs, that we are 


than it is. 


ever reſiiing his admonitions and reproofs. . Man- 


therefore, is repreſented as incurable : “ he is fleſh,” 
Tag ot corrupt, and it were vain to expect from him 
er than © the works of the fleſh.”” With this 

tion of his rebellious creatures the patience 
he's 'God was well-nigh wearied 'out in the days of 

' Noah, when be determined to leave them to the juſt 
conſequences of their iniquities, and, by one tiemen- 
_  dous  difpla of his power, to put an end to the conteſt, 
Vet behold his long ſuffering! Still he allows them 

' a reſpite. of an hundred and twenty 2 ars, during 
ers of mercy 
He warns, before he ſtrikes ; and while he defers his 
threatened vengeance, he proves that he willeth not 


tze death cf them who periſh, but that their deftruc- 
tion is of themſelves. 


Is it enquired, Was the caſe utterly * ? Yes 
« (God ſaw that the wickedneſs vf man was great! in 
3 earth, and that every imagination of the thou ck 

of his heart ws wy m ee. * black 
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the deſcription of this poor apoſtate race! They 
were become more and more audacious; in ſin; nor 
could there be any proſpect of amendment, as their 
heart was op!” depraved ; their thoughts, in every 
imagination, evil; and this too, without any mixture 
of good, any interruption gf time, only evil continu- 
ally.” Do you aſk, what evidence is given? © © God 
faw it;“ and he has vouchſafed to reveal the reſult 
of his 4bſcryation.. This is à teſtimony, better than 
that of a thouſand witneſſe . 
Such, then, being the ſtate of mankind, who can 
wonder to hear the fixed determination of a holy God, 
to deſtroy the earth with its inhabitants, and to Lale a 
monument of his awful juſtice to 725 age? But was | 
there no exception in this general deluge of iniquity? 
Yes; here is an individual ſelected for our notice, 
While God looks down with abhorrence upon a guilty 
world, it is recorded, that © Noah found grace in the | 
eyes of the Lord. We are therefore led to conſider f 
II. The character and conduct of Noah. The | 
Lord would not ſuffer Satan to triu if he had 
prevailed, to the total overthrow of ch) 
permit his own purpoſes to be defeated. He will, in - 
deed, “ make a way to his indignation,” in the pu- 
niſhment of ungodly men; but a remnant muſt beſaved; 
that, according to his own expreſs engagement, “ the 
deed of the woman” may yet come to accompliſh re- 
demption. Behold, then, the loving - kindneſs of ut 
God] In the midſt of judgment he remembers mercy. 
Noah is the highly favoured inſtrument of performing 
his truth towards us; for in him, and his poſterity, the 
promiſe of the great Redeemer is ſecuret. 
Years before Noah was marked out, from his birth, as 
Chriſt, an extraordinary perſon, deſigned for eminent 
2348. ſervices. It was doubtleſs in the ſpirit ot 
prophecy, that his father called him hy a name, ſigni- 
fing R8sT ; not only as foreſeeing, that he would be 
a comfort to his parents, and a public blefling in 8 
e eee 8 eden „in > 
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cas but but allo ate. elly, beca — . 
| of grace onions 82 Seats 2. Sa- 
8 —— 9 alone beſtows ResT upon the weary 
und of whom, Noah was an an d riqus pe, dach 
proceed from him. | 
—— it ; 3k was preſerved from! the 
 _genfralcontagion, and *+ eſcaped the pollutions of the 
long Theé moſt honourable F is given of 
F m. Noah was 2 juſt mag, diſchar 11 
| of. every relation with Adelity, * and 2 that is is, 
. and conſcientious, < 5 his generations, un- 
5 2 by the extreme depravity of. the age, He 
pn every temptation, and, notwithſtand: 
ing all the ſcofts and violence to which he waz expoſ- 
ech « Noah walked with God;” he was not only mind- 
ful of Him, in the habit of maintaining: Fae münion 
wick Him, hut alſo zealous for his cauſe. The piety 
df Noah was very eminent, and is mentioned Ga th 
2 5 het Ezekiel, in terms of the higheſt n (45; 
| He was was a preacher, as well as an example, of righte- 
doulſneſs; and whilſt the long · ſuffering of God waited 
upon 3 for an hundred and 17 years before 
the flood, Noah was commiſſioned for the ſpecial pur- 
poſe of inſtructing and rebuking them, — watning 
them of their — 2 Heck deſtruction r. 
We admire and commend his undaunted courtge; 
2 but ſhall we not confeſs and be aſhamed; of our cow- 
ardice in the ſervice. of God? We perceive him re. 
nouncing and reproving © the works of . darkneſs,” 
though licenſed, as it were, by ge eneral cuſtom : but 
are not we afraid to avow our abhorrence-of the evils, 


e ſee commonly practiſed; and, through a baſe timi- 
1 dity of ſpirit, do we not make compliances, 


which we condemn in our hearts? Will the faſhion 
of the times juſtiſy us? No: we ought to exert our- 


. . ſelves the more in oppoſition. to fin, becauſe it is coun- heit 
tenanced by multitudes: and though we ſhould ſtand "Gt 
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Ss as.Noah d, we muſt refuſe bi 5 | 
ed to this world; we muſt come out, and be Ms ; 
mite A where! is the zeal of our fathers? y. 
oY revive his work,” and raiſe'up perſons of faith-  * 
fulneſs/and S8ivity, ſuch as Noah was, to promote his 
glory! For forety? we have cauſe to lament, that “ ini. | 
ene the love of maay waxes cold.” | 


"at, 7705 to me. „ 
recefition Noah m 5 

1. Fiba men. 8 P . | 

Gee will always be honoured with general ap- 

probation and eſteem. But this is contrary to fact, and 

the ara, mage of all ages. Was Noah held in rep», 
Or 1 his admonitions regarded ? It is 

. univerſal contempt was poured upon 

m,, and that both his preaching and his building of 

12 2 were ſubjeQs of profane ridicule. The ger 

ty om he reproved, would not be convine 

he were in any danger; and, therefore, & caſting his & wands 

*. behind them, "they continued their vile practices, 

e- till the cn and deſtroyed them als, : Such” 

ed I is the unfayourable treatment, which the faithful wit- 

re nefles for God, in our own day, invariably recei 

r- | Their holineſs is and hated, as an Lomas va 

ng ty preciſenels; and their ſolemn warnings are laughed 

0 at 2 idle Fugbears, Which ſerve only to terri weak - 

e; minds, Shbald they, therefore, give way todejeRtion, 

and deſiſt from their work? No; without atte * 

. | - preſent inconveniences, they ſhould Rteadfaft] 

; | vere in righteouſneſs, and with great courage age bo a 

and ſpeak, for God, believi „ an 

We hal they de gente 

| yet they be glorious.” | 

We e enquire, then, what was this good man's fe- 


ption. "pg 

2. From God. It becomes us ſurely to be moſt ſo- 9 
licitous to Obtain „the honour, which cometh from 

| God.“ And in one's eee in de 
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his comfort, an 
love, commuted — eren N as, If he 


had been one of A: 15 0 into am ex- 
pre covenant N hitn : Wich c ce will 1 lin 
my covenant.“ Gan 

10 950 be 


of faith, we can fay, « 

_ weed Ls 2 2 5 what i fleſh.can do yi Yi 
it, our chief de ſire to approve ourle vestol 
ene « his bu Endo pete 
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me ye ſhall op compel and it is your privi 


and be glad ! ln the world ye ſhall have 
tribulation; but you know Him chat hath faid, «In 


be © perſuaded, t nothing ſhall be able to ſeparate 
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of red ſacri 65 Hau the world 
fell into the fon 
rd forte the flate 771 is poſt 


again corrupt— — but was, 
rity, * 


As we advance from one character to another, we 
ſhall not 1.2 have frequent occafion to remark . what 
is in man,” but alſo perceive the moſt evident ſigns of 
a wonderful plan of divine government, uniformly 
. carried on amidſt all the commotions and changes, 
which have happened in the world. The various diſ- 
penſations both of judgment and mercy, from the be- 
AS a all point to on A object; the opening of 
_ great Redeemer, and the eſtabliſhment of his ki 
This was the purpoſe of God, which the 
ih op wicked devices of his creatures could neither 
defeat nor retard; and all events have been ſo ordered 
and over-ruled, as to promote the gracious deſign, 
What a glorious and extenſive view does this conſi- 
15 28 We are conſtrained to cry out, 
« O Lor our Governor how excellent is thy name 


n all the earth !” 
Perhaps there is no period of hiſtory more remark- 


5 1 1 das or more inſtructive, than that which is now be- 


us, the life of Noah. We muſt feel ourſelves 
* V affected by the bare narration of thoſe aſto- 
niſhing calamities, to which he was witneſs ; and we 

cannot but learn many uſeful leſſons from the man, 
who was diſtinguiſhed here all the reſt of his ſpecics, 


e to de 2 fingular monument of the — 
1 your 


. * 1 A 72 * ö 
"4 | — 
0 
4 : 
* — 

% 
% W 1 

%, W * 

TR 
+ % 
& 


* 0 4 K. 221 


oF 25 7 * err 


L a 


we 
aſl 
ies, 
ine 
our 


bis faith, and, Mke him, be 2 5 the power of God, 
0 28 if ſuch ſhould be appointed for u ß 
© 


nels.” This difference of ſpi 


* ; 
1 33 


favour. to our fallen race, May we be partakers of 


in days of peculiar depravity, or of the mot deſolati 


5 t 
5 At the time of the . 1 
great grace was upon him, w e world arou 
6 2 and 1 gr! 11 — Reon 
od, and were “ committi ini | 
Sir and condu&t cout not 
pals unnoticed 17 Him, who moſt exactly « diſcerns 
ween the righteous and the wicked. We have, 
therefore, ſeen, that the Lord looked upon Noah with 
complacency and delight; whilſt his fierce anger was 
ed againſt the very numerous claſs of ungodly men. 
condeſcended to commune with him, as one friend 
with another, and revealed to him the tremendous pur- 
ou of Geftrqping al flelb by a flood of waters.“ God 
id unto Noah, The end of all fleſh is come before 
mes.“ But deſigns of mercy- were made*known td 
this holy man; and the Lord entered into the moſt ex- 
wy engagement, to ſave him and his little family 
om the general ruin, How 333 was the inti- 
mation, © With thee will I eſtabliſh my covenant !“? 
The method of deliverance, with all its minuteſt cir- 


' cumftances, was of the divine appointment. The Lord 


himſelf directed Noah to prepare a veſſel of immenſe 
e a Capacious ark, which might contain his houſe 
hold, and a ſmall remnant of all other creatures, for the 
preſervation of their different ſpecies, In this building 
the various orders of animals, with ſufficient proviſions 
for their ſupport, were to be accommodated, and to 
ride in ſecurity, while the deluge prevailed, and one 
common defolation ſwept away the inhabitants of the 
earth with all ts furniture. The work was a vaſt and 
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| formidable undertaking und it ſuould ſeeto, chat no- 
thing could have , araged Noah either to 
or perſevere in it, but à firm reliance uh Go, 
| Unreſerved devotedneſs'to. Him. 
Behold, then, both he alt and ht e of - 
- Noab, ach be has exhibited a bright example of 
hte © all ſuccenling ages | An inſpired writer 
tau ag faith was the principle, from which 
a his 
ON 4 ver God commanded him, he cheer- 
yperfarmed,” For “ by faith Noah, being warned 
of God of things not ſeen as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an N to the mY 2 his houſe ; by the 


Which be comdimaalicho: wor and became heir of 
= n by faith e. In full per- 


iat GA woult fulfil nis word, he com - 
plained N the arduous taſk. afligned him, but ſet 
— about: the, ſtrange employn ent.of building the ark; 
7 at the fame time forth. as a bald reprover 
mae generation, calling them to repentance, 
ex 727 i int them the threatenings of an 
151555 muſt have been a ſevere trial | 
office to Noah. How man 0 

to ſurmount upon the occaſion 
2 if his 4440 had miſgiven him,.and or ram 
' ferted his poſt, when he conlidered bow much he had 
_ by. contend with; when be perceived the ſpirit and 
of the world, ſo oppoſite to himſelf, and ob- 
2 jaw he was treated with univerſal diſregard and 
Or, had he loſt fight of the promiſe and 
He 's* God, and attended only to his own 


| x 2 N would probably have come to this con- 
/ ion, t 


uch an event. as the deluge, for the de- 


ſtruction of all living creatures, never could take place; 
or, if it ſhould happen, that any veſſel, he might be 


able to conſtruct, would be utterly inſufficient to mo 


ther out the form}. that there could be no eſc 


ann, unayoidably periſh together. 
* Heb. xi. 7. 35 
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may 


«He believed God; and 
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a 22 Vine e * wy ences all objections with 


ETas LorD HATH sib IT. Let us ſeek to be 
pollelſed: of this efficacious principle, and to live un- 


| 72 1 e and then we ſhalt be active and zea- 
for God, whatever dangers may threaten ' uy - 


ite ver difficulties may obſtruct our path. 


behold, and admire his grace and faithfulneſs, in the 
Die before us. Did he leave this righteous man 


to the inſules of his enemies? Did he not fulfil his 
word, both, of judgment and mercy? He watched over 
No! 


as it were with paren tenderneſs and care: 


again inrutted hi ic, and warned hi Ro 


ys be delalation be that all nec 
| pine ee d ve fever 979 5 0 7 
1 Tony ee e .* WI 
D 14 mb eſcenſion; he then fone 1 
the 115 tation "pro Sow 
| 9 "io the ark.” Rut 996 8 + Ga 
Somers or becom 


and, 3 the 1 time ew near, his heavenly 


"the” 5 we dwell wrt. 
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oy „in a Way, Rect b- cannot * be CN on any othi 

ſition, than that of an Almighty" powef immedi- 
Wo ly, EXE ted upon them, as many as were deſigned to 
e preſerved, offered themlelves, « went in two and 
150 unto N dah into the; ark,” and there yielded's rea- 
dy ſubguſfion to, him But what ſepuri could be 
ven, 1 82 neither the violence of the wic ed, ſeek 


gan efuge for th ovine nor 11 e of the oe 55 lt 
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ls retreat? The fame hand, which directed Wim te 
_ this place of ſafety, effettuslly guarded him agaitiſt all 
- wu t the door was made ſure: 6 the Lord ſhut 
Him in.“ | of | f | 8 , : 
This was a ſurpriſing deliverance indeed] and each 
_ Elreumſtance in it may juſtly excite our moſt devout = 
adrairation, But have wv not encouragettienty in every 
my age, to enpect the gracious interphſitlon of God, in 
fayour of thoſe who fear him / Or, « did ever any 
truſt in the Lord, and was confounded ?”? The very 
inſtance, we are nom conſidering, is quoted by an 
Apoſtle as a general example, dy which all the Inhabi- 
| tants of the earth, to the end of time, may be inſtruct- 
ed, that 4 the Lord knowath how to deliver the god- 
y out of temptations,” Hut it contains ao « ſolemn 
admonition, that he will « reſerve the unjuſt anto the 
: =. N 


* W refore we e Noah into the ark, 
| Wee turn our eyes to the world, of which, no doubt, be 
took his leave with many painful ſenſations: and what 

_ a Wonderful and tremendous ſcene is here preſented to 
_ "us! Can imagination, with its utmoſt ſtretch, pic- 
ture to us the awful defolation, When es the foutttains 
of the great deep were broken up, and the windows 
of heaven were opened ?” Oh the lamentations and 
the bitter cries of thouſands, . periſhing by that very 
calamity, the kind notices of which they had refuſed to 
attend to, or, had preſumptuouſly derided [ Kerr of 
Noah's dear relations were. included in this number. 
| What diſtreſs and anguiſh muſt he have felt for them! 
But in vain: they bad deſpiſed his warning; their da 
, of grace was vaſt : and he could afford them no relief. 
There was no hiding place, no refuge from the ſtorm, 
Hut the ark ; apd © the door was ſhut.” The flood, 
therefore, which ſoon roſe above the higheſt hills, bore 
all away with an irreſiſtible force, and buried ungodly 
ſinners in one common deſtruction. o 
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On ſuch a ſubj what reflections become ws? Shall 
| wo ind k e ole ulative curioſity,” or enter into un 
nice yoo ies . it? Alas ! to what putpoſe? 
1, never promoted the ititereſt of true religion. 
Though many 7 ry therefore, might uriſe, it were 
better to check them; Perhaps we do not clearly 
comprehend, by 'what means the 50 
could be A. But the power of God is ſure 
ſuicient to account for it: und the fact itſelf is he 
dent! for, beſides the ſcripture record; we —_ 
teſtimony of tradition ;*a general notion of ſome 
event as this, having prevailed from the eatlieſt mes. 
Many circumſtances alſo in natural hiſtory tend to 
confirm it; as it has been well ar argues, that the trees, fees, - 
which are found in the bowels of the earth, und the 
- 3 of Nr vu are dug out of — 
mountains, afford u fir ptiony | 
EN convulſicn has taken nee 
o And de not * our heprts meditate terror,” while we 
are cohtemplating the effects of the divine ven —_— 
Who can ſtand before this holy Lord Cod?” What 
in ſtriking proof is here exhibited, of his Juſtice in pu- 
 niſhing eie, and of his veracity in executing tris 
| — * 11 Shall an y among ourſelves dare to trie 
wich HN? Shall any  liſbelieve his word ? Let ſin- 
ners dreud his*wrath, and ſeek to eſcape from it. 1 
When the decrees of an angry God were fully exe-- 
cute, what became of „ the remnant according to 
the election of grace? A pleaſing proſpect again 
opened upon them, when the — were abated, and 
the dry land appeared; ' But Noah, with all that re- 
mained of the creation around him, corifinued ſhut up 
in the ark; and, for ſome time, their Daliverer came 
not tq their relief,” This, probably, was a ſeaſon of 
very painful ſuſpenſe z and it ſhould ſeem, -that Noah 
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wretchedneſs of our natural condition. Man appears 
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divine perfeckions, and, unwilling to retain the know- 


ledge of God when revealed to him . We have ſeen - | 


what was really the caſe for the firſt two thouſand 
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call, entering on the life of a pilgrim, and ſhall have 
occaſion again to contemplate him in this ſtate, while 
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. "Abram, on his part, was ready; and, while he waited 
Ain believing expectation of God's appearance; he ſunk 
Ton into a deep ſleep, and by- an awful. dread, 
| brought over his mind, be was made to fee} in whoſe 

| he'was ; and in this fituation it was revealed 


rations after him. The of God was then ma- 
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to the heavenly Canaan, This we ſhall afterwards 
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on Abram, from the very circumſtance here related, 

as a pattern to us, and as a repreſentation | 
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if we believe on him that nnn Boe 
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Years before | A den bad been promiſed to Abumy but 
Chriſt two years more elapſed,” and no ſuch event 
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eonduct, to obtain what we eagerly deſire. 
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Ths propoſal was ſtrange Feed, eſpecially as coming 
from Saral nor is Abram's compliance with it juſti- 
fable, but 2 to be conſidered as an evidence of 

weakneſs, and folly. He had waited ten years already, 
from his removal out of Chaldea, and yet ſaw no prol- 
pet of any children. This was a painful trial. But 
Shy Hou we limit the -Moſt High, or preſcribe to 
Hic che time, any more | 
_ muſt wark ?—lt is not faid, that in this caſe Abram 


10 the voice of Sara.” Our neareſt — will 

| * to us, if we ſubject our con- 

e. 
E eee 
we liſtened to the itations of the deareſt friends. 
{Probably Abram was impatient, as 


Welt for the accompliſhment of the promiſe, he became 
d exrple of Polygamy. But this inſtance, ſurely, 
will not; juſtify the „ Whatever might give 


riſe to it, or however, in ſome dark ages and for "wh | 


it might be tolerated _(in the 
manners of the Iſraelites were 
ignorance of the Heathens winked 
ne It 
Final inſtitution of marriage, ac- 


. - icular 

ſuffered, 

at®), Wu qughetob 
to the ori 


* 


 prefaly declared, that it is now to be: accounted. no 


other than Adultery 4, The bad conſequences, in the 
= before us let the, that ie was 8 moſt nad 
viſed ſtep; for it laid the foundation of envy, jealouſy, 


. 
: 


bitter contentions in the family. We ſtop not to 
* the pervetleneſs of. Saral towards Hagar, a 
» See Math, xize . 40. al. 15. . 10. T Mark x. 8 
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tinged 
nd the numerous poſterity promiſe might be raiſedup. = 


dt direction from Heaven, but He bearkened 
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which muſt — been extremely di ; 

. \ſuflice it td obſerve, that dy Hagar, he 
2 — e ron powe of promiſe ; a ſon, 
wer. and dominion were 
indeed of being 's conifore.t6 
further diviſions and ani- 


a — Wee e 1 
—ů hin inflead. 
— pans 

by whom: we — ſaw diſtracted wich 


—— not force bi "A choogh 
leave them in darkneſs and di for a ſea 
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ST Cn 
and bad therein given him large of apecu- 
liar bleſſing, entailed upon his deſcendants.. Still 
circumſtances remained obſcure, and the birth of the 

omiſed Seed was purpoſely 
— manifeſt,. the faith of Abram.. indeed,, 
be might flatter himſelf that Iſhmael was the very ſong. 
who d prove an-univerſal benefit to mankind; 


Havinj obtained Iſhmael, the fond father might be ſa- 
1 if he had accompliſhed his inp are) For; 
r 


that event, we hear no him of 
"yy child. ſhould: : 


rern | 
not in ahſwer to 


the of the parents, through the rich and 
— of God alone. Let us behold and 
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in to the mount . 


in order to tryy, 


1 2 * bid k ay 
"RA", | x - 7 a A 
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AA e VARG ee 
i Yeah before IT hirteen years after the birth of oy, 
bit, © when Abram was NINETY-NINE YEARS: 
9. and, therefore, when all of any further 


| down to him, probably with ſome external manifeſts. 

tion of his glory to renew, and more diſtinctly to ex- 
| plain, the promiſe, and alſo to declare, that the per- 
5 was near at hand . How ſolemn upon this 
- occaſion was Jehovah's addreſs, I am the Almighty 
= . God; walk before me, and be thou perfect! As if 
de had ſaid; © I am the God, whoſe thou art, and on 
| whom thou mayſt ſecurely depend. Poſſeſſed of om- 
nipotence, I am all- ſufficient for the completion of 


my engagement. But remember thy obligations . 


to me: perſevere in thy obedience; live as in my pre- 
- ſence; and be thou, entirely and without We det 


voted to my ſerviee. What could Abram reply? He 


mens ſilent before God; and, to teſtify the deep ſenſe 
he bad of his an meanneſs, „he ſell on his face,” 
nnd in this poſture (moſt ſuitable to a ſinner before the 
8 | majeſty of Heaven) he waited for the further 

| arations of the divine will. The fame aſſurances 
| were then given him as before, only with additional 


clearneſs and ſtrength of expreſſion, that a moſt nu- 
merous offspring ſhould ed from him, and poſſeſs 
1 —— of Canaan. r was alſo 

8 4 upon that remarkable occaſion, by the direc - 

; tion of God himſelf. From that time he was called 
ABRAHAM; this new appellation being intended to put 
dim in remembrance'sf the ſolemn contra, then made 
with him, and to be 2 continual pledge to him, that 
be ſhould certainly be & the father of many nations.” 
As another memorial and confirmation of the Cove- 
nant, the painful operation of Circumciſion was ap- 
. Pointed for Abraham, and for all his male poſterity. 
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increnſe of his ſumily were cut off, the Lord came 
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erche body of the fins of the fleſh *, ” the bea 
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Ner- not into the particular reaſons of that i- 
It ſhould ſuffice us, that it was an ordiriance 


and it ought 8 9 
Tong r 


of the heürt, indiſpenſably neceſſary for all the true 


members of the Church. The rite, as it was a facra- (9:4 


ment which God himſelf ordained, was to be confi- 


dered as a permanent token of bis readineſs to fulfil 
his 


engagement; and as it was ſubmitted to on their 

it was a teſtimony of their "acceptlince” of ' his 
mercy; and of their dependence on his promiſes. 

The revelation, . then made to Abraham, was Rint 

e. He was given to underſtand, that 
the Covenant was not to be eſtabliſhed in Iſhmael, but 
in another Son, whom Sarai (from that time to be 
called S ax Ani in remembrance 92 this Cn 


' ſhould bear in the courſe of a The declarati 


it ſeems; excited various aff; 5 in his mind. The 
condeſoenſion of God e bim; and aga gain . 
« he fell upon his face, to expreſs his devout adora- _ 
tion- The NT COON propoſed to him 
filled him with lively joy, and“ he laughed,“ not in 


contempt or diſtruſt, as Sarah after wards did, but from 


ſudden emotions of | pleaſure. + Yet. ſome confliders 
ations would naturally arife, which might perplex his 
thoughts, and rove u yu NN The 
event foretold 1d appeared, humanly ſpeaking, impoſſible; 


on-account both of Sarah's age and of his own ; arid 


this 9 known to God; Ho ſhall it 
be?” His love alſo for Iſhmae}, and the idea which he 


had probably Jon entertained, that all the divine pro- 


miſes centered in him, might oc d no little conflict. 
Could he forbear exclaiming, What then ſhall become 


of Iſhmae}? Shall be be utterly rejected, and another 


ſupplant bim? O that he might be the favoured | 
youu! * O chat Iſhmael 'mightlive belore thee!” 
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deſigned for: the child of promiſe; or 


anne 
The Covenant, we have been conſid 
of two parts. One was confined to tem 
and engaged that the poſſeſſioi 


: 


of a more extenſive nature ; ſpaken of, as it were, in 


connection with the, former, and in a typical manner 
«repreſented. by it. It could not be overlooked, that © 


lefling, not to the Jewiſh nation only, but to f 
the families of the earth. This could not be a. pre» 
diction of any merely civil Governor, however en- 
larged his dominion, or excellent his polity might be. 
It can be applied to none but Him, who is an vniver- 
fal Deliverer,, and who alone can make all men truly 
bleſſed, by reſcuing them from the power of Satan, 
and reftoring them to God. This then was a cle: 
declaration, that, though the Hebrews might be { 
parated for a while, the partition wall ſhould be thrown 
down, and. the ſalvation of the Goſpel propoſed. to 


Wee % pop ab TISS BATS 
Something more, ſurely, than worldly grandeur was 


culiar favour did. Iſaac obtain? If there was nothing 
2 ſecured by the Covenant to that branch K 


family, juſt as much was given to Iſhmael. But 


«the BVERLASTING Covenant,” and *theEVZRLAST= 
mo poſſeſion, carry our views beyond anything, 


which the Je ws ever received as a diſtinct ſociety; | 


the © many nations,” of which Abraham was to be the 
father, lead us to a more enlarged ſtate of the Church, 
than they were intended to have; and when God fays, 
«I will be their God, we may fairly unde it 
a8 expreſſive of every ſpiritual bleſſing, which He can 
beſtow upon us, and of which the Goſpel brings us 
the moſt certain aſſurances. We rejoice in St. Faul's 


explanation, fo clear, ſo ſuitable, and ſo full of com- = 


fort to us: © The ſcripture, foreſeeing that God 
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to which he was admitted. But ah, how far 
"we fall of this moſt eminent pattern! What diſtruſt 


nadie 


in the: ſteps of their father Abraham,” 
partake of the ſame privileges and the fame ＋ ae 
ort do 


und miſgivings we feel, though we have the fame co- 
venant, * which Abraham had, revealed in a much 
clearer manner, and more abundantly confirtfied! We 


have ſeen, how great were his difficulties, and that 
faith alone urmounted them. The inſtance, we have 
no conſidered, is 


y ſpecified. * Againſt 
bo wer believed in hope, that he might become the 
of many nations: according to that which was 
ſpoken, So hall th fe be. And being 'not weak 
in faith, he conſidered not his own body now dead, 


nn old, neither yet 


| the deadneſs of Sarah's womb. © He:ſtaggered not at 


| which was a teſtimony of his 
Which he had, yet 


n h unbelief;” but was ſtrong 
in faith, giving glory to God: and being fully per- 


ung * 8 He had promiſed, he was alſo able 


to rm 1. Let us learn to complain no more of 
our little trials; but let us pray, Lord, help our 
unbelief * | by A 
of de ſubmitted to the rite of Circumciſion, 
on the Cove- 
nant of grace; © a = of the righteouſneſs of the faith 
=} uncircumciſed}. That or- 
dinance is now Wbolich But we celebrate another, 
vrhich has ſucceeded it, and which is the 15 10 
| means weden fen int the Chriſtian Church. A 


Wt en r 1 ven 1 


4 Ves 


* \ 


unto Abraham, fa ying, in thee hal 
nations be bleſſed: That the binn of Abraham 
wmitzht come on the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt; 
dat we might receive the promiſe of the Spirit through * 
ith, And if ye be-Chriſt's, then are Abraham) 
| E e „% | 
- +» Believers, then, of whatever nation or kindred 
be, eee 


—_—_ I Feen 
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rr EUs 
hereby laid upon us. For as * he is not 
ens which is one outwardly, ſo neither is he a real 
diſciple of}Cbriſt, who has no mere than the external 
however he may have received the waſh - 
be has, no part in the ſalvation of the 
Gael, without e Baptiſm, © the waſhing 
the e * hn oly 
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Ran, renn * 
| you three Angels—interceded for COST er 
Jer the religious management of bis family-—prevari- 
dated concerning bis awife—rcjoiced at the. birth of 
_  » JJaac—difmiſſed Hagar—fojourning in Philiflia= 
» -  Fequired to offer up J e  f 
3h bi 


3 OtnaSw, 


an 


* 


th Savisur— buried Sarah—procured a wife 


0 Play kennen. | 2 of excel e characters is ſome- 
times thi to be a great diſcouragement to perſom 
of weak and tender minds Theſe, it is ſaid, whey 

they obſerve the examples ꝑropoſed to them ſo mud 

- ſuperior to | themſelves, — an imitation 

Impoſſible, which therefore e they will not, in any me: 

ure, attempt. If, indeed, the attainments of the mol 

_ -Wuftrious ſaints are repreſented as entirely their owt 

independent on divine grace; and if others are required 

to copy after them in their own ſtrength, there ſeems 
Juſt ground for the objection. But if all their wiſdon 
 - Gaith, and holineſs be, as they ought to be, deſcribe! 

TS. as the fruit of the Spirit, as part of that « com 
mon falyation,” which all believers partake of in Jeſu 

_- Chriſt, this ſurely will excite the moſt ardent deſire 

and the moſt lively hopes, of poſſeſſing, at leait in ſom 

degree, the ſame ſpiritual bleflings ; and will therefon 
ſtir up the moſt languid to uſe all diligence in pur 
ing an object thus brought within their reach. The 
who have the deepeſt ſenſe of their own inability, nee 
not, ought not, to ſay, „This is too excellent for u 

7 the —— attain unto it. But while they perceive; i 
the moſt e 


* * 
ie moſt eminent patterns of righteouſneſs, only td 
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2 race, Wave is. 
to alk and: ſame” uffiſtanee, that 
they may “ go from co ft » and be 


\ 


It hould alſo be remembered) that „ e bee 
W 
failings, as well as their excellencies, faithfully deli- 
neated. - eee from above, Which 
we-alſo | ri peep to exhibit 2 


e remaining in wem: and in 
this view they come nearer to a level with ourſelves. 
Theſe will be ſuitable reſlections, while we are en- 
templating the life of Abraham, : The whole hiſto 
teſerides m as One of high attainments in holii 


tis illuftrioas Patriarch it might be ſaid, «< Who mak - 

ea from another ? and what haſt thou, 
| eee 1 

Ie e E accompanied in remark- 

able 1 a 

titnſelf z and ſome other, no leſs memorable, viftons - 


Years hefure E ſoon after the Covenant had 
a ene, been ratified by the ordinance of 'Circum« 
*T 1858. eiſion, it pleaſed God to viſit Abraham with 
idegree of familiarity, at which we ſtand amazed . 
Laying aſide the glory of his Majeſty, He became a 
welt do his creature, and converſed with him, as it 
on terms of intimacy; Three Angels ap- 
Wied in the habit of men and ſtrangers. Of theſe 
ated Beings, it is evident, one was a divine per 
the Angel of the Covenant.” Abraham, 
Wit vnacquainted with their real character, ited 
Wd importuned them to partake of ſuch — 
eſhment, as his tent could afford. "The 
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Berra bes glory to fer IPG Spirit” of "our 


Wd as" peculiar favourite of Heaven. Vet enen 


ired ud revelations from the Lord are yet to be conſidered. 
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rank, wither 
| Surah ſhould have a fon. 


_ belief. 


of this viſie. 
_ crees. of God's vengeance againſt Sodom. While 


- Abraham, therefore, was accompanying the Angels on 
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| ed r 8 
e . ny pv ae was b. 
of the entertainment, — 36 Gr removed from the 


pomp Yen Sabo of a of moderk* times, we are ton. 
Arain 10 admire; not only the condeſcenſion of theſe 

gh perſonages, but alſo the 
A e of Abraham, 
by the Apoſtle, from this | 
getful to entertain ſtrangers ; for thereby ſome have 
ined Angels unawares ®,” An act of Chir. 
ſometimes be miſplaced, but it 
« ſhall in: no wiſe loſe, its reward.“ And not un- 
frequently, the 'recompenſe will be'mmediate as ig 


1 er fon bore that theſe wire wore thi 
8 of ſome ſuperior 
promiſes lately given 
to Abraham, * declared the divine ron: vb that 
His faith probably was fur- 
ther eſtabliſhed by this aſſurance z but his Wife was 
detected, laughing, as if in contempt or diſtruſt of 
the 2 then prevaricating, to hide her un- 
firm confidence in God: is the dann 
ne ah of real virtue, | 
To predict the birth of Iſaac was not the ſole end 
It was intended alfo to reveal the de- 


their re from his tent, in token doubtleſs of 
the utmoſt reſpeQ, theſe illuſtrious yiſitants ſeparated 


from each other. Two of them directed their way 
towards Sodom, where the next chapter deſcribes 


them. But the third, in a more particular mannes 
as it ſhould ſeem, diſcovered. his glory to Abraham 


and was acknowledged by him as the Lord himſelf 
The interview then more intereſting. This 
divine perſon teſtified his approbation of Abraham 
U N and, A if he had bech an equi 
* . 5 3 | 
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communicated to him the determination to f 
dom, und the cities around it. Such an awful deſt ion. 
in his own nei _ the good man could not 
delires to fave his fellow- creatures from impending 
e. e to become their interceſſor. 
Imboldened hugh condeſcenſion of God towards 
cd if bur ber 
ſpared, if but a 


is u Kanbel with —— 1 — To enter | 


into the ſpirit of it, the whole pa ſnould 
| xd and id with attention, Fro Tree | N 


and ſear from Abraham, what compaiion | 


.: 7 1 2 | 
alhes : uns alert ries me of God, mo 
of God, 
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O ny lower and Flow: till at length 
of 12 oy it for ten's bes 
appears throughout this in 
f * 9 of a rightes 
det much. "Abrahars, Fa 
er, | 
if = 
is Wl f the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in- 
* Lot dwelt #,” Be encouraged, then, to 
al » Gen- Aix 2. Ak. 
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ications from ? You muſt faiths 
fully ſerve bir . Pa- 

ne erning him 
be well attended to: I know him (ſaid God) Icharbe 


„„ o 
we, e e erg nes 


juſtice and judgment ten 


What an uſeful deſſon is this to parents and maſten 
' whrat each bf 


. you ſhould be. Very conſiderable was his c b: for 


9 


Fi 


nat only was he taught to expect a numerous iſſue, but 
had already . train of attendants aboat him 
e thr ub heat eee for whoſe fpiritual web 
fare: he felt 2-deep: concern.) It was his fixed determi-' 


'  ntiof, anda part of his domeſtie economy, to inſtruct 


5 


alls theſe to whom his influence extended, in the 
true knowledge of 
5 = ee eee heexerciſed his autho · 


God. Nor was he fatified barely 
flutary: not ſuffering amy, 


| . den. e neglect. the wol 


ſkip of God, or to violate his prece epts. It is not ſure-? 


IJ Without a meaning tous, that his conduct hereid” 


—— eee the divine approbation, an 


y ity to ſee a houſe thus regulated in 
u; then, who are intruſted 
| ſowin 22 of Abraham! 
Al you aware: Nhat: the. ſou of ydur domeſtics at 
cemmithed to your cure; and that your power ſhoulf 
de v4 p40 $09 wigs wake nar" ſin, and promote true 
them ?: Lou ouhave 4 church {0 


hoods "Fl aylomd, ye ave tane-ouly: pray ut 2 
e e E | 
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pre poſiible for yon to attend, pen | 

n oy, bat Felle Us their ſpiritual intere ts. 

Abe was witneſs to theawful deſulatio oſ 86 EN] 


wm eee e 2 

err perhaps ng . of 

1, Ws ie; ado then: became a-{ in the land of. 

: Ponies e. Bac hire as before in E | 

n {betray I a Want of faith, hs fous witch he war. 

of concerning his: wie; and in conſequence. of 

0 ifftnmcfal prevarication he was in great danger of 

a dy her, Wo, porcei e e reeive then, it is not enough to. | 
of former r ink a; bY, 


Jog.probably che fame temptations wi becur again, ; 
ich have already prevailed pe ee v gt 
ored, we are ſtill liable to fall.. An 
How can we expect thoſe ſchemes to proſper; which f 


1 ike their riſe from our unbelief ? It is in mercy that 

9 ol . our arpoſes,'to -a our want o 

„ am was pu „ pet the Lord 
* ire on bi fot from him. r 4 
by _—_ this offence, POR I 7 7 
off e che inbabi to paare and to re 
900 Freud He ſuffered no man to do him wrong; % 


=_ be reproved kings for his lake.“ To the divine 
in fluence upon the minds of Abimelech and his peo- Tr 
ei n we muſt aſcribe the kindneſs- which Abrabars = 15 
at wich ſo contrury to what he looked for. Let un 
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1 may Fea vir. fears. How oſtem has thei Lord | 
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Wo _ tons :war ban. as hall be 

* ow 2 mia 

- if 3 filled the paremy 
Din erer 

dae ol —— e Ae Jealouſies u 

 - "contentions 28 about the ehildren of the differ 


was reduecd to the very: inful neceflity of diſmiffing 
. the boridwoman and ber foo that the inheritance ih 
be the indiſputable property on ei the child of promils 
5 Alas! what is human t a'mixture of bitter. 
_ neſs is there in our ſweeteſt draughts l Our very cum. 
- forts frequently produce much —.— of ſpirit. Iſac 
Be 8 and his mother muſt be baniſhed, 
4 r us een perfect and uninterrupted felicity 
e e e Perhaps the diſtreſſes 
— 


lt upon this occaſion, were delighed 
a puniſhment for bis haſty and unadyiſed marruge 
4 _ 15 , as they were certainly the conſequenes 
e know oot where the tad afatts of one fin 


mm y, not as fools, but as wiſe? 
The Phih we have ſeen, were made to reve- 
90 * 3 and, 1 while they were conſtrained to 
| == * elan Er A u he 
Very Ring e is 

tion. A quarrel had nearly been . 


derable grievances, or even ſuſpicions, may give 

| ſerious and deſtructive contentions;) mo, iy 
mild and peaceable diſpoſitions of the two parties, the 

matter ws no ſooner repreſented, than a reconctlu- 


E and mutual expreſſions and afſu- 


ances. of: kindneſs paſſed between them. How goo 


is it to beware of the inning of firife ? How am 
_ able, to © ſeek peace 2 enſue it!“ 
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Zut, in a li able 


deaſe. Does not this conſideration warn us, * i 
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Philiftia Abraham ſeemed di ek and. 
38 ſettlement; not fot hicmſelf only, but for 
bis fon after him; © e planted a grove in Beer- 
| indeed, the plantation was deſigned 
” which were uſed in ſucceeding 
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ears before. 6 ppgied till Ilaac bad attained his five and 
_— year, 'before be was to 
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e ele, attention to them, that we way | 
ppeared-to be ſettled in à Bate of 
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Wo: 2 that is he proved or made trial of TROY 
Z 2 Cl 1 gene 5 eee 
Had not this been A manifeſted upon former c. 
 eaſjons?, Ves his fim dependence on God, and en. 
tire devotedneſi tu him, had a in his rendineſi 
to quit his'native-coutitry, 'a in his t nekance 
vpon the promiſes; during à dangerous a 
of many years. But never were theſe graces 
| of his" fo remarkably. | exerciſed, nor um 
their-excdllency ever ſo clearly isen, as in the affecting 
hiſtory, which is now brought to our view. 
Ls it aſked again, why God ſhould demand an exi- 
gence of that, which; he is already aflurgd uf The 
queſtion is preſumptubus z and {on the very ſame 
grounds we might undertake to! cenſure the 
Conduct of God towards all his ſervants, as 
| the caſe of Abraham. nnn the 
benefit,” even as 80 old and filver are tried, to/purge 
away their droſs; and partly for the advantage of others, 
to en thus:makes known hat he bas done for 
r whathe can enable them both to de 
ffer for his alte. Such was the teſt, to which 
Abraham was called; in which we are at a laſs to af 
fſſeit whether bis faith. ar his: obedience ſhone the 
brighter. Moſt undoubtedly, the ſtrength and efficacy 
offs Kick Tn in the 8 With 1 hs 0 
tipantiular precept, 
difficult and diftydffing'we e 
% The Lord aid, „ Take now! thy Son, dune only 
Ion Iſaac, hom thou loveſt, and get thee ifito the land 
of Moriah; and offer him which} will gl hea 
aon ane of the mountains which Þ will tell thes 
Every wordſeemed intended to awaken all-his'parental 
n declings; and then it was required that he ſhguld do 
92 ee to them, an taking the Hife af hig be- 
lac. Tihis yias's trial bf a; 
ſort, in which many difficuſties were involved. Iſaac 
was his R to him. by 
e 1 | .:" vatjous 
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2 ane £99 TM 
nacious cireumſtannes, granted to im ad apeculiar — 
Rohr, in anſwer to much prayer, ind Aftat leg 
axpeftation,—outof thæ common curſe of hahe - 
the ſuppott and comfort of his declining years. 1 Wo 
was hot all; ner even the chief conſideration, Ir 
was the child of promiſe, on whom the bleſſings of the 

| Covetiant were entäiled, and from whoa the Saviour 

che world was: to ariſe. | Vet Jac muſt be deli- 

yered up. The Lord God, who at firſt beſtowed: the 

it, demandedit back again. But in wbat manner muſt 

be forced from his father? Not by a natural-deaths 
though, in any the caſielt-way poſlible, the loſs of a fon, 
and of ſuch a ſan as Iſaac, would have been nely | 
painful; But he muſt fall hy the hand of violence. Salt 
dot the father, chen, hide his face from the bloody ſcene? 

No; he muſt be witneſs to che ſtauguter zue muſt 
Mmſelf be the executioner. But whenee could ſuch a 
command be iſſued ? Not ſurely from the God of love, 

dot from Him, „ rhockeepeth Covenant and mes. 

Yes, from him: It was His voice, {who' will do; t 

i right, and ger over ee which I =» 
* up thy Don.” And Abraham | and 
eee arora 12] 28 212030 
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eee us for us; either to cen, ôor s 
1 eee op thiþ,extraordinary 
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I us wich devaut adoration 9 
odiifels, -< Thy way is in the ſea, and thy path in the 
great waters, and thy footſteps are not k]) u. 
muſt be concluded, that Abtaham bad ſuſſic ient 
dence that chis was indeed a relation ſrom God, ſo 

#6 td-prieclude. all fears of a miſtake, and to ſilenoe all | 
Hections, which might offer themſelues to his mind. 

Yet bo. a mating the firmneſt of the Patciatch 1 Does 
his pateital, affechon plead fur Iſaat's life? No; he 
ſubmits } becauſe che authority ef God mult nat be op- 
poſed, and n ie ee e 5e 
d. Das faith ſtagger at the command, as incon- 
F 
1244609411 "20 keildg gg 
Mud | a ; Does 
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& poly Lengede 8 

n precept,”the Lord will find out a way 
to do it. He hath ſaid it; and therefore he will make 

i good, that in Iſaac the Covenant ſhall be eftabliſhed, 
Ida may die, but the word of God cannot fail. 
my ſon de deprived of life, by the divine power he may 
— will receive it again. Is becomes me, then, with- 
2 eee to/acquieſce, and to obey, in this expea- 
| as the trial is, the iſſue will redound 


| | to the glory of God, ual years Focal * 
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Such would be the concl of a livel 
with. reffions like theſe, behold: the axed father 
the tremendous bufinieG affigned him ? The 
. — had probably been given in the viſions of 
1 the night; and *carly in the morning”? (to my his 
5 y compliance) m_ & conferring with fleſh and 


m—_— 


or revealing 1 on ng one, that he 
might not be prevent or unbelief 
— prvemed byte ts his journey'for the 
appointed place, together ; with bi his beloved ſon. Nor 


2 this merely a merch katy movin, motion, but confirmed by ſubs 
or three ſucceſſively, hav- 

fo . fire of his eyes,” be 
i liſted in e eee 
Veg od of heaven, and ſtill retained his confidence, 
CO Pers. 
22 they arrived: at the mount, which the 
Lord himſelf had marked out for this amazing tranſ- 
action. Iſaac, unacquainted with the deſign, had pro- "6H 
poſed a moſſ affecting queſtion, which migh 8. dif- 
cConcerted one of the ſtrongeſt reſojucion, © My father, 
_ wheres the lamb for at ng? But Abrs 


FG uy Pk diſpoſed HOP Abe divine. 
command muſt then have been revealed: to Tac, who, . 
without reſiſtanct, immediately ſubmitted to be bound. FELL 
aid to be laid upon the altar as a vidtim, © appoin nted | 100 
to death. We fay not, what endearments/niult have . 
ples brween een. the fon, before their ex- fig | 
ſeparation. Suffice it to obſerve, that the ſacri- 
was, in effect, offered up. For, behold e Abra- 
boy bs fon.” forth his hand, and took the knife. to 
N 1 1 HAT 
is was enough. Abraham had been'tried, os. AN 
erden found upright with the Lord. Tſhac there. | 
fore was reſcued by the divine interpoſition, in the aw- 
ful moment, when he ſeemed to have taken his leave 
of life. Pne Angel of God called from heaved, and 
declared his Ig of Abraham's conduct. 
Ram, miraculoufty provided for the very purpoſe, was 110 
ſubſtituted and eee, to God in lack. ſtead. in ith 7 
order to teſtify the Patriarch's gratitude, to be z me- 26] 
morial of the Lord's ; goodneſs, and to encourage believ- 
ers in every ſucceeding age, the place was e 
by.2 new and ſignificant name, ee een, hs 
{Ge mount of difficulty the Lord will By ay, 16 
was-the very mount, on which the Te | | 
mards. built, and ſacrifices offered to G 7} 72 12508 
wear to which, alſo, the Son of God, ten #6 mw $5350 
by Iſaac, did actually bleed and die, as AG. 1H 
jor the ſins of the world. 
"The trial being ended, Abraham was immediate 
 Mreconipenſed with divige conſolations, and the hi 
the erpreſſions of God's favout᷑ towards him. The . 
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der, and clearer intimations were pi 
1 leemer who was to ariſe from his amy. The Lond 


od “ interpoſed himſelf by an damm: «'B . 
5 eee eee 
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vide be e rene 
* eee in 
uit | | T5414 W 1 


%- 


RS bexirrunr CHARACTERS. 
_ vera in obediener, from the confidence that, like this 
-  IHufſtrious Patriarch, we alſo in due time ſhall: be ap- 

1 proved and rewarded, but chiefly as they are the ond 

of our eternal hopes; — Arr? Godbein 
by pledged-for the acceptance. and ſalvation mo 
believer in Jeſus Chrift. For this is that © oath which 2 
He ſware to our father Abraham, (on which Zacha- - 
rias conimented) that he would unto us, that 
| we being delivered out, of the of. our enemies, 
might ſerve him without fear, in holinefs.and ri che. 
 oufnels'before him, all the days of our life 8.“ 
Ao. is the ee of the cath, by whit 
Bod has confirmed unto the heirs of promiſe the im- 
mutability af his counſel, © that we might have 4 
ftrong- conſolation, who have fled for refuge to lay 
hold. upon the hope ſet before us +.” 
Do we wonder at: Abraham's readineſs to ſacrifice 
his beloved fon? What, then, ſhall we fay to the 
love of God, the Father, who. ce red not his own 
Son; but him up for us all? Shall we feel 
no returns of gratitude to Him, who not only gave his | 
 _ Goly«begotter Son to die for our offences, but, in 4 
- - way which-we/ pretend not to explain, 3 
4 0 bruiſe — What now can He withhold 
from us? O let us admire, and praiſe, and truſt, 
ant ſerve him, continually NES: Thanks be unto 
God ſot his unſpeakable gift 
Is it enquired, To ot are we to aſcribe the firm- 
neſsof Abraham upon this trying occafion ? Undoubt- 
tal to his fixed dependence upon God. For © my 
Falrh Abraham, wken he was tried, offered * 
and he that had received the promiſes offere: 
only begotten ſon, of whom it was ſaid, That in gf | 
mall thy ſeed be called: accounting that God was able 
to raiſe im up, even from the dead; from whence al- 
. | he received him in a figure h. By the ſame princi- 
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Brily ſpri 
that it is the evidunce vi a Gare fincer 
« Was not Abraham our father ; 
when he had offered: Iſaac his 


| works was faith made perfect 
There is not, as ſome haue 
Gad oe ide between St. 


2 60470 | 
though the former declares Abrabam was juſti _ | 


o Upon 
- fair and ſerious attention to them it will appear, 
that the two / de not contradigt each other, 


for · they vrritr upow diferem cecaſio ; addreſs thern- 


ſelves to different perſons, and treat on different parts 
of the great Juan St. Pant main 
W juſtiñeation beſore God cannot ariſe, in 


meaſure, 
the cafe of Abraham, whoſe 4 faith 2 counted for 
righteouſneſs.” This poſition; of the ſt importance 
i Chriſtianity, is not denied by 9 in- 
ſelts only that, if wehave the Gods as heh ſalvation 
wannexed, ic muſt by 
ſore men; and therefore, that our ſincerity muſt be 
evidenced, ot juſtified, in the fight of our fellows 
creatures, by 4 the fruits of ri 


ears previous to the tranſaction now deſeribed, 
eould not, therefore, be the ground of his acceptance z 
but by this act of obedience he might, in a proper ſenſe, 


be ſaid to be juſtified, not as meriting forgiveneſs, but 
as exhibiting his real character, and fu ly manifeſt- 
ing his integrity. An undeniable teſtimony was 


* , James IL. 27, 44. 
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was the example we are conſidering. Abraham had 

been received Lee eee BREE | 
wh 


* 
. 
. 
# o 
" 
- 
OO 8 WIN its. OR —ẽ— er — A eee ee eee 8 —⁰ ! eee ne ae IL »QãmufgHs «» mg, mp /ß§ /ů •ꝛ m 7m AT .. — — — 


104 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 

| hereby given of the truth and excellency of his religi 
dus principles, which clearly appeared to be more 
than the empty profeſñon of an hypocrite. Thus © by 
works, was faith made perfect, it was. found 2 
trial to be genuine, to have anſwered its end, and to 

__ polleſs anf entire influence over him. 
Does not this inſtance, then, ſpeak loudly to us? 
Let us not be ſatisfied with a mere hiſtorical. belief of 
the ſeriptures, or a cold aſſent to the doctrines of the 
Goſpel. This will produce no ſalutary effect. If we 
have Abraham's faith, we muſt prove it by imitating 
Abraham's obedience. | Can we, 1 ee 
ive up aur deareſt enjoyments, when God requires 
' _ them? Are we not by difficulties, or the 
- , proſpect of ſuffering? Are not y, therefore, 
+. the ſubject before us, convicted of hypocriſy ?. 
you quarrel with the ſtrictneſs of the com and 
refuſe to obe it, talk nat of your dependence on 
the promiſe, If you ſay, you have hope in the Cove | 
| . and yet go not forth to the work, which God 

ol IO as be aſſured you are deceiving your 
own fouls. You have not received. the bleflings of | 


- The ſequel of Abraham 's hiſtory does not 


a Years be fore — e We 
_ nt us with any very ſtriking incidents, 
5 3 time at length vel, when Sarah, 
who had been his beloved companion, probably from 
nan early age, muſt be taken from him *. The ſepara- 
tion, though at an advanced period in life, was pain - 
, ful to Abraham. He mourned and wept for Sarah. 
Nor are ſuch expreſſions of grief unſuitable to the cha- 
racter of a, wiſe and Particular mention is 
made of the burial of Sarah; | becauſe for that intent a 
field, with a cave in it, was purchaſed of the inhabi- 
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+ , + fants of the land, and thus Abraham began to receive | 
I | the completion of the promiſe, by obtaining a poſſeſſion 
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Years before cern for the prudent marriage of his ſon . 
n. The charge which he ve to his ſervant to 
prevent any alliance of this kind with the idolatrous 
Canaanites, and his very earneſt directions to procure 
him a wife from his 'own Relations, whilſt they diſ- 
cover Abraham's faith and piety, are an inſtruftiye 
leſſon to parents, to arent ox | ions i 
their families, which are h 
creaſe their wealth or worldly intereſts, as to promote 
the great purpoſes of religion. 
bes Aſter this event, Abraham himſelf en- 
er tered, again into the married. ſtate +, As 
Chriſt, 1853. his bodily 

ed, and till continued to him, at a, very late period he 
bad fix . Tag of theſe he gave a 

rate portion, in order to prevent -jeal and 
confuſion among his children) he Alain to 


different places; but to Iſaac he aſſigned the chief of 


all his ſubſtance. His temporal concerns being ſet 
tled, © he died in a good old age, having lived one 
bundred and ſeventy-five years, and was 
Tears wer. buried in the very cave which he had pur 
cähaſed and prepared for Sarah. Such in 


may haye a longer, others a ſhorter ſpace; but all are 
taflening to the grave: and there our. pilgrimage will: 


ceaſe, , 7 way 


immediate preſence of that God, who had been his 

ide and his defence from-his youth up. By faith he 
2 in the land of promiſe, as in a ſtrange coun» 
try, dwelling in tabernacles with Iſaac and Jacob, the: 


heirs with him of the ſame promiſe. For he looked 
- for a: city, which hath. foundations, whoſe builder 
and maker is God . In that glorious ſociety. above,. 


* Gene . 1, && f xv. 2, 4c. 1 Hebs xi, 9 10. 
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1 ie pleaſing to obſerve the father's en- 


thoſe in 
„, not ſo much to in- 


ſtrength was miraculouſly renew- 


be the cloſe of all the changes in human life.., Some 


From an earthly, we are aſſured, Abraham was re- 
moved to an heavenly Canaan, and received into the 
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.* . he Fe ors, after his deceaſe, the 
PS. ue — bop wien himſelf, fa 
| ing F am the God of Abraham e, vrhence youu 
Chriſt that Abtaham 3 lives ute God + 
He a place of peculiar ho 
of-the'bleffed; nor carr we deſire any higher felicity 
for- ourſelves, than © to fie down. with him in th 
Kingdom of heaven f..? 
--1 Where, then, are the followers of Abrahars ?' Why 
© they, that: worſhip Abraham's God? Let us not 
complain, that we are 2 with the ſame reve. 
— which were granted to this Patriarch, Our 
ties and means of ion are not leſs, but 
ter than bis were He ſuw tile day of Chriſt, but 
aw it t a diſtanee. To us the Saviour, the pro- 
misc Seed of Abraham, has appeared; and we are 
eulled to p 1 fo; of all the bleſſings, which He beſtows, 
2 if wo be joined to Chriſt, we muſt renounce the 
| with afl its pomps and vanities, and, like Abra- 
— 1 oat Woke © ftrangers upon earth.“ Ah! 
| - - "how few anſwer to this 7,99 ap The generality 
1 ber mankind determine to e as much of. ſenſual 
| 3 hd nb e e weir rer and grieve they can 
due no mord But let thoſe, who are ſeeking a ber. 
® Money, hold on their. way, rejoicing in the conf 
 *"Hencse, that the God of Abraham is their God: „ He 
| _ wal: be dhe 6 * 
ever.“ x 
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attended Aron i his edlerimege . Sour, 
binds his 105 at 8 . 
222 priſoner, but reſcued, by > 


at's Prot AS del x oned 
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* we are attentively the exam- 
ples, which are recorded in the h RN 
ſhould be our endeavour, not om y to admire and imi- 
tate whatever is .exceHentt — but alſo to mark: 
their reſpective failings, in order that we may avoid 
the evil, which we condemn; In theſe writings hu 
man nature is faithfully delineated: we need not add, | 
they have given no very favourable: views of ita 


rr 


1 
— 


8 iS . 


- melanc 


— hae: we-are 5 
— — depart from the 'waywof - 


ſinee it calls 
for — wars — but it is drawn, and 
kems to force. itſelf: — — un · 
leniable, from uni verfal hiſtory, and — erety 
be lives, -whichare" deſeribeũ in the Bible, not ther 
of the moſt, abandoned, but of the heſt of our ſſ 
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" duty, and are with; difficulty reſtrained from groks abo. | 
minations, what would man be, if left entirely to him. 
ſelf; without-inftruQion and without reſtraint ?” 


Such refleQions as thiefe will 


/ ſuggeſt them. 
ſelves, and may be improved to great 


vantage, while 


that we muſt allow'to have been upright and valuable, 
but perhaps not the moſt eminent among the ſaints ; 
for, though the general tenour of it will demand our 
approbation, we ſhall meet with ſome parts in it, which 
are moſt reproachful. © It will become us, however, 
to look attentively into ourſelves, while we are exa- 

ini his conduct: nor let us be ſatisfied with know. 
Lot was, but enquire what we are, and what 


ing w 
to conſider the ſeripture account of him, 


ſeem, that early in life, having loſt his father Haran, be 
992 father's bro- 
ther, before the call of that Patriarch. Being ſo inti- 
. mately connected with him, he could not but be ac- 
| quainted with the extraordinary revelation, . by which 
| chat he might ſerve the true God. It appears, that 


1 


7 
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we contemplate the character of Lot: a character, 


manner of perſons we ought to be. It may be uſeful 
I. Before he fixed his abode at Sodom. It ſhould | 
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' ties, and labour to improve them, if you ae fol in 
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a fituation ſo favourab to religion 63 beigt l a ate 
While Lot uae r 52 fellow traveller wick 
Abram be not only poſſe e property of hi an, 
but aL i . an abundant e 0 his ſubſtance . 
Ah} how few can bear proſperity! 'T his, it ſhould, 
ſeem, proved a ſnare to Tot A. contention aroſe, in. 

which, as we have ſcen, Abram diſcovered an amiable, 


meek, and diſintereſted ſpirit; but the ame liberality. 


did not appear in Lot. He, therefare, ſeparated from. 
his honoured Relation, probably upon the plan of be- 


coming richer, . How wretched a choice did he wake, 


and how different the ſociety which he ſought! „ He 
pitched his tent toward Sodom; though it is added, 
and he muſt ſoon have perceived their character! 
The men of Sodom were wicked, and finners be- 
fore the Lord tag” 240 By what motive, then, 
was he influenced? We fear, he was led by. the love. 
of gain. Though an upright ſervant of God, he 
ſeems to have been too much under the power of a ſelf- 
iſh and covetous diſpoſition. . It is remarked, theres. 
fore, that he was tempted by the fruitfulneſs of the, 
land ; and probably, he was too eager to ſeize the op-, 
portunity of en ghis wealth, without conſideri 
to what ſnares he expoſed himſelf. © He lifted up bis 
eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was. 
well w every where, even as the garden of the 
Lord.” He. choſe that fituation, becauſe, it was 
ſuitable to his flocks and herds, though extremely un- 
lavourable to the growth of real religion. 
Sdall we not condemn this eager attachment to 
worldly. intereſt, this want of attention to ſpiritual 
concerns, even in a, good man? Lo what end, we 
may aſk, did Lot forfake his native country, fince he 
fixed his abode i nary idolaters, among. finners 
of the moſt audacious kind? Where was his zeal. for 
God, when, not from neceffity but from hucrative 
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views; te*todE uf his habitation there, Wie wicked. 
| $. A oy ye attairied its hip eſt r 5. 

| i, We behold a an exam one, who, 
dogg wry did * entirely give up his religion for the. 


e of 1 I ene, yet acted * 


_ needleſs © ons with ungodly men. 


And are there none, in our own who, though 
er of the beſt pr 1 on, iples and N are much 
9 from their own good intentions into 


2 opel ſpirit? ? Are there not thoſe, 


who ere ly run into temptation, in order to promote 
their pa Icy gains, and are thereby drawn' into tld hn 
u 


ber 


h they may ſtill; „ K te 
whole, ie Bros e hogs 'of the G It Wan | 


them furely, who are Me Pin cer f Jeſus, to have 

à continu 7 rd to ſomething higher, than 1 
their own welfare in the preſent files Is not the 

perity of the ſoul to be confulted'? Andmay not dai 

in ſome meaſure, depend upon the ſociety of thoſe, 

| hole friendſhi 6. pd 7 It is utterly nnprobable, 


— they ſhould' mak proficiency in religion, or 
king pg the Chinn name, 9 — 


credit to th 

ae: wk and enter Uto/the cloſeſt intimacies, from 
catnal otives only,” without enquiring-after any ſpl- 
ritual dvantages, - How fuitable upon this! _ 
is che Apoſtle 8 obſervation,” and how frequently 
it been verified'by ſad ex ii oY Th, tharwil 
be rich, fall into ternptation, and à fate, e e into 
many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drowy men in 
destruction and perdition. For the lobe of money is 
| 2 root of all evil: which(wHile ſome covVeted after 
they Haye erred from the faith, and pie reed Jyes 
— wg with many forrows . 1 8 e 

After ſuch an kult choice, ſhall we 
| any thing favourable” in the fequiel' or 2 
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his own character and profeſſion, by Rrwing: 
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* , if we conſider f 5 
Huring his reſidence in Sodom. Even there 
we ſhall diſcover much in his character that was truly 
excellent. In that abandoned place, ſolicitations to 
evil muſt have been continually urged upon him: but 
he was not fo carried away by an attention to His 
wortdly intereſt, as to make conſeienee truckle to his 
in, of to be aſhamed of his religion. He was pre- 
e the wickedneſs, univerlally practiſed around 
bim; and he even ſtood forth as a bold reproyer, 
warning ſinners of their danger, though it ſhould hem? 
that, in this reſpect, he had not one to countenance or 
ſupport him. We are pleaſed to obſerve, that his very 
ſtrong abhorrence of fin was not leſſened by the fre- 
quency and effrontery of thoſe moſt flagrant iniquities 
committed on every fide, which he muſt have dail 
witneſſed. Such is the Apoſtle Peter's teſtimony con 
cerning him: © He was vexed with the filthy conver= 
ſation of the wicked : for that righteous man dwelling 
among them, in ſeeing and hearing, vexed his righteous 
ſoul from day to with their unlawful deeds . © 
Do our outward circumftances reſemble thoſe of 
Lot — Our cafe may be exactly ſimilar (and from 
neceſſity, perhaps, not from choice), but while we live 
among them, who are enemies to God, are we pre- 
ſerved from « following their pernicious ways? Do 
we feel, as we ought, an abhorrence of their evil prac- 
tices ? Do not many continually look noo the groſſ- 
eſt enormities of condu with the utmoſt indi | 
and take * pleafure in thoſe that do them? Do not 
ſome profeſs to a& upon the compliant principle, 'of 
conforming to the 8338 ef ee = com- 
pany they are in; appoſe Juſtified, by 
the faſhion of the times, in habits of — moſt Fel 
gerous tendency, if not openly immoral? It is obvi- 
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'as Lot mi bn ſin- 

bark 21 he would tad pro tg men of 
bs: . a united dur hes he 
io 3 my Banter e | 


ya aha was entirely defeated, Alas! 
bow can we thoſe ſchemes to proſper, A 
2 the love of gain for their foundation ? 

in mercy, to diſappoint the 4 00 of his 
en e eee what has been 
Wrong in their ſpirit. He therefore brings them into 
trials, to reſcue them from thoſe ſnares, which might 
prove fatal to their ſouls ; and thus he preſerves them 


from apoſtaly.. 
s el Ee then, 4 firanger to, comfort in 
Sodom. Howeverlucrative the ſituation was, it could 
not but be moſt diſtreſſing to him. He had thoſe ſcenes 
| continually before his eyes, which were the occaſion of 
extreme anguiſh to his mind. The concern he felt for 
the diſhohour done to God, and for the horrible ſtate 
bf the wicked, was not leſs affecting to him, than the 
hatred and perſecution to which he himſelf was ex- 
poſed.— But did he find his account in the fruitfulneſ 
Lal No; he was far from reaping thoſe ad. 
es, even in this reſpect, which might have been 
| hy 2 aroſe . the nei wi; 
ki ; being taken and plun 
= uddenly deprived of all his ſubſtance, and him- 
felf ef. a captive, in the poſſeſſion of an. enemy . 
A remarkable deliyerance indeed was obtained by means 
of Abram's bold and vigorous exertions; but Lot, hay- 
ng recovered his liberty and his property, returned tobi 
/ -abode at Sodom, as if. he ſtill felt an undue attachment 
to the place, and were loth to be forced away from it, 
Did his latter end, then, prove more proſperous? Noi 
inſtead of ſecuri 22 to himſelf an abundance of riches 
be ſuffered the of all, OO ee TEM 
$45 5 < , 
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im for We ſhall 1 Gat, though the 
pet « TM tranſgreſſion of his children with _ 
rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes, nevertheleſs; his 
loving kindneſs he will not uttetly take from them ® Ra 
Wo Sill appear, while we. 4 15 the caſe of Lot, 

III. In his diſmiffion from Sodom. An aftoniſh- 
ing hiſtory is here preſented to us, and it becomes us, 

ob acyl ſeriouſneſs, to contemplate the Lord's 
on in reſcuing. his ſeryant-and deſtroying 
8 Come and fee the works of God: he 
is terrible in NK youre I inf men! 
8 ns taking v eance 
we! eres 3 city were revealed 
1398. r ie Abbon and ſoon afterwards, in 
n che fame condeſcending manner, to Lot. Two of 
ld I thoſe, exalted; perſonages, who. had been Abrahams 
* directed their way to Sodom (as it were to 
ke enquiry i into the ſtate of the place), and there 
* i complied with the very rp proflig avitations of Lot, to 
ut of his hoſpitality 4. This is 22 as an 
de e eee ting, and as an 
** ment to us © to entertain ſtrangers.” We 
#1 need not here enlarge on Lot's benevolent reception 
een 
ing 
Loc 
im- 


0 


of them, though their high dignity was concealed from 

him, on the 8 of the men 85 Sodom both againſt 

him and bis viſitants, or on the divine judgments in- 

licted upon thoſe ſinners, who were inſtantly ſtruck 

1 vith blirdnefs But we muſt not forget the gracious 
regard, which the Angels diſcovered towards Lot, as it 
m A furniſhes us with the ſtrongeſt teſtimony in his favour, 
ar. They took up their abode in his houſe, reſcued 
obs bim out of the hands of thoſe, who with horrible le d- 

net ne and murderous rage were aſſaulting him, and then 
they declared to him the purpoſe of God, which they 

themſelves were come to execute, exhorting him to 
he himſelf and his relations from the im g ruin, 
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mt not'ls much on his own #ccount; 2s on that of 
enim one cvinintn' eonflagration! | Arixious to pre: 
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wanne as thi whole 1 e was' about to be den 
* 9 

Theſe wete tremendous ane ihdev8!! ol Wha 
fedinÞs mult haye been excited in Lot's mind! 


: ANDES and anguiffr muſt have opptaſſed his (pi. 


a around Him] who were very ſhortly to be conſum- 


ſerve every branch of bis Gn family, he haſtened 
Warn bis ons- is., of thei?” danger, and to 5 
them to fl tom the ſtorms of wrath, 1 to be 
poured upon them. And how did he 
admonitions were r with feorn, and he — 
N e at, as lietle better than a fool or x madman, 
. we forbear pauſing to refle& on the hardneß 
And Ons of the carnal heart, when confirmed 
5 ong and 5 3445 habits of 2 Fears ho 1 


warnings effectual to . 
nt to ſoſten its dbdaracy 
to deride the moſt terrible ah 


g wy & fierce anger of the Lord; and ets 1 Oh 
te itſelf to do its worft. - There u 
. Let him make ſpeed, and haſten his work 
we may fee fr; and let the cothfel of the holy ba 
Enel draw mgt-an#come; that we'm Rho it 
Thus it was that Enoch's ard Noah's Lene 
deſpiſed; and thus the greater part ts Lord 
| were Tidiculed and abufed for their Than he 
- Faithful exhortations. Nor ſhould the miniffer d Marg 
_  Chrift in this day wonder, or be diſcouraged, if hi God 
| Sealous excttions to fave fouls be treated with the wy" 
utmoſt contempt, and he . to his heaters oh Win 77 
5 one that mocks,” . « t 
What then was he be- The Angels were u. 
gent upon Lot to fly from the devoted city, with thol 
of his family whom he had under his 'eommand, l 
wife and two daughters. The departure muſt not b 
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delayed; 


che fire from heaven is coming down 
place. But how diſtreſſing, to leave al} his ſub- 


the 

ftance, and many dear relations to be donſumed in the 
flames ! Lot therefore © lingered,”” as if unwilli 

to take his laſt farewel; and if the Lord God 
not been-merciful to him, he himſelf would have pe- 
riſked. with the ungodly. But the 


upory his hand, and upon that of his wife and his two 
daughters, and led them out, as if by a gracious com- 
on they would reſcue him againſt his will. Then 
they-prefied it upon him to eſcape. for his life, with 
out heſitating a moment, or even caſting a look be- 
hind him. LE Ay. | e TT * . " 
Is it not thus, that the Lord God ſeparates his 
people from the ſociety of thoſe, who lie under his 
wrath, _— conſumed in their iniquity? He 
calls and exhorts ; but they are backward to obey, or 
een to liſten to his voice. They trifle with their con. 
vicions, and, influenced by this or the other worl g 
conſideration, they are unwilling to be converted; till 
He put forth his power, and conſtrain them, as he 
did Loa, to-follow his guidance, though it mould be 
with the loſs of all things. It may, therefore, be ju | 
lid of every one redeemed to God, as of Lot, * 
not this a brund plucked out of the fire a ' 
Lot vas directed to betake himſeſf to the meuntain- 
dus eountry at ſome diſtance: and, as the Lord of hoſts 
had engaged to be his leader, he might ſurely have 
travelled with confidence. But, overwhelmed with 
fear and diſtreſs, and encouraged by the kindneſs of 
God in his favour, he petitioned that his journey might 
be ſhortened, and that he might be permitted to dwell 
in Zoar, 4 ſmall neighbouring city, which otherwiſe, - 
t ſeems, would have periſhed with Sodom. This. is a 
circumſtance, not leſs ſurpriſing than any in the whole 
hiſt0ty; Zoar was ſpared at > ego of Lot, the 
Lord condeſcending even to his infirmities; and it is 


® Zecb. lib a:: 1 
recorded, 


7.2 Te 


i See eis 


A. 


ot be 


ed; 


Angels laid hold _ 


— 


1 
' 


mn SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


recorded, as one proof among many, that. the eſſe 
tual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much," 
What will not ſuch . : provi In the caſe before 
Fal it preſerved ves of multitudes, and ſtayed the 
hands of erred te iv telf. The vengeance banging 
over Sodom was delayed, till Lot had ſafely artived in 
Zoar, What words were thoſe, “ Haſte thee, eſcape 
Wc for I cannot - -do any ching till thou be come 

-- thither?”? “ 
Atle th the denunciations of wrath were execut 
10 their full extent, in the total ſubverſion of Sodom 

and ſeveral other neighbouring towns. The inbabi. 

uy continued their nen ty, regardleſs of their din. 
er to the laſt moment; did eat, they drank} 
_w_ bought, they ſold, they planted, they builded; 
But the ſame day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rains 
ed fire and brimſtone from heaven, and deſtroyed 
them all . A tremendous repreſentation, this, both 
'of the Rate. in which ungodly ſinners will be over, 
| taken, & when the Son of man ſhall be rev ealed,” and 
alſo of that ever deſtruction 8 awaits they 
in the world to come | Who, then, will not dies 
: . ry God? For do we not perceitt 
| is indeed n conſuming fire? It ſeems 
25 would gladly have ſpared Thas fikhy. genen. 
tion. He had ſaid, I will not deſtroy it for ten! 
fake.” But, only one +, arm; perſon being found 
among them, and the reſt being altogether abandoned 
Hle determined to repreſs their ſhameleſs impietics, by 
ſuch an awful diſpla of his vengeance, as would mi 
niſeſt his hatred of fin to all ages. The whole cout 
. try around, to a conſiderable Ck was entirely de 
ed, and not only rendered unfit for cultivation 
but bas ever fince been a lake of malignant and offets 

| five waters f. 
Hete, then, 10 'behold, that God is true toi 
prank, and that he will execute, as well as denouncy 
threatenings againſt ſinners. We diſcover the has 
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2 — are be warned of our danger | 
. 1 | 
which may draw | terrible conſeq nes 22 f 
I Behold, this was the iniquity odom ( | 
Lord), Pride, fulneſs of bread, and abandance of idle | 
neſs was in her, and in her daughters, neither did ſhe 
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ted, the hand of the poor and needy. \ And 
om | they were Was, and committed abomination before 
bi- therefore I took them away, as I ſa good 8.“ 


Saint Jude adds, ee kg, , 
ſuſfering the vengeance of eternal fire f.“ 
Py to how many in a Chriſtian land may it be ä 
ſaid, „Sodom hath not done, as thou haſt done g“ 
What one ſin was found in Sodom, which does not 
prevail among ourſelves ? - And do not our ſuperior 
mercies, priv and inſtructions vate our 
* We know who bas taught us, 4 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of 
Bae than for thoſe, hey werten 
of anne e „ 


But egi ſuggeſted to the 
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ating with wonder, love, and praiſe, the divine inter- 
polition in favour of juſt Lot. O learn from it, to 
beſt yourſelves, without reſerve, to the care and pro- 

echo of Him, who is ever mindful of his people, 
anc Almighty to deliver them?! It is recorded fur 
0 ee ee 


lo had bet one fervant in Sodom, would not ufer 


1 in the general ruin, we. are inſtructed, ö 
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faithful followers of Chriſt, : You have been corteas- 
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4 te 6 fruitful ſoil? % ba 

be was led thither by the proſpeq I loo 

raed 8 0. 

utter 1 ———— . 

do leave i ſubſtance heluind him. It will appear alſo, W rea 
chat he was ſeverdlychaſtiſed for hisrefidence in Sodom, 16 
dy the extreme "diſtreſs he ſuffered in the different I cal 

| dbranches of bis family, which, donbtleſs, were much I 
© corrupted through their connections in the place, Hu Wl the; 
married daughters periſhed in che conflagration, and I ſtu 
the two, who anieÞhim, wererfar fnom being fi had 

. comfort to him ; ànd his wife, though reſcued from Ml abs 
the flames of the city, died in the confines of it bya fed 
moſt tremendous : She became 2 pillar uf He: 
alt,“ and there remained, as a monument of the d Wl gn 
wine „ e- LEI enn js 
10 Sodom... i 85 1 
Wau to God, that Lot's ent wer „e 05 
cour 


profeſſes godlineſs, e e of the 
ot . if we are under the influence 
bitter work ſar 
Len. Ball, probably, have to read our in 
eſent puniſhment. eg ns KY 
ingiz+ no-wonder, if our families prove an Sexpreſſil 
aflition. to us: for, while we introduce them int 


temptations, they will ſoon learn to be unmindful uf 


while we are conſidering ee des dee 


* rived from this hiſtory, we ſhould attend to out 
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reach to us, * 


Forge thin 
e tho 55 
us preſs toward the 255 5 7 the, 
caling of God in Chriſt Jeſus . 

After this, moſt afflictive diſpenfatian, I ot bad fu 
ther trials to endure. How much moe oY 
53 
had in obtained mercy ere 


e We th removed his xeſi 


markgd.by 
= 5 


| we.\conceal a0 5 $. Marr 
e e ment We 
whatever 3 may be made of it by men of =} | 
g inds, it will become us to endeavou endeavour to reap mu 3 
improvement from-it. It is recorded, that, through "5 
he thats ſuggeſtion and enticement of 7 . 7 
ke fell into che moſt horrid. and unnatural fins; fer . 


225 5 ther he was betrayed into drunken - ' | 
If we do cox know ſomething of the depraved Rats | 8 


pf the Eben heart, this will appear truly aftoni 

Fe of r we admit any palliations 
but we are conſtrained to weeꝑ over 
20 e e of diſtreſs aher ror, aud with | 
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Null Lie who bad Rodd rm ügainſt al 
E of Sedom, and there ee at at 


eſt chaſtity and ſobriety; now overcome in à cave? I, 
this He, v who was vexed with the filthy converſation of 


the wicked; now'feduced into filthineſs of the baſeſ þ 


kind? Who then'is Tecure? © Not even thoſe, who 
_ "for the longeſt ſeaſon have vigorouſly reſiſted every 
3 do fin, and who ſeem the moſt eſtabliſbel 

in grace. Ne Jer hint; that diakech be Haus 


_—_— LI"; of 'Godj to 
whom'al we muff aſcribe all the excellence and 
ce of his people. Not to mention Lot, even 
in his moſt advanced fate, was no- 


Weg, BH by My Abbe ak 
which was win mer... I 
This alſo will teach us; that our does not. © 
5 1 our outward ſituation. We might hre © 
thought, that Lot ina eave would have been much mi pl 
ſafe than in Sodom; but ĩt proved otherwiſe, Retie- „ 
ment, though on many accounts deſirable and uſeſih, „ 
will afford us no certain protection. I the Lord hins T1 
| ſelf ds oypreſetve vs, the moſt favourable place ma 
cxpole/ux th the thoft deſtrocttve ſriares ; and, moni © 
i all external enticements were removed, we ſhould * 
weed, within, to overcome us. . 
What other ex ee 6b, bet | 
| bumbled under a of our extreme depravity? It . 
teac of proudly y cenſuring the condudt'of Lot, wi — 
|  Þ allowed Je b "Leteſtvble, let us look into our of dt 
| hearts; 'and'we- ſhaft perceive abaridant cauſe for th hs 
| deepeſt abaſement, But while wetremble for ourſehei ; 
under a conviction of our weaknefs, let us engage tt \ 
7 des of God in our defence, by “ taking hold of * 
venant. Help is laid for us & upon One thut! — 
Mighty: and, if . all ſelf-confidence u 1, 
Jean Nee neh 
< his ſtrength will be made in our weaknels.” f 5 
45 * T Cor. * 4. N xv. f 
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"able nature and miniſtry of ns.” 


% 


IN fudying the holy ſcriptures, it will be our wiſdom 

' toattend, not to any nice or critical enquiries, but to 
plain, practical inſtructions; and, without endeavours. | 
ing do explore what was dehgned to be kept ſecret, 
we ſhould deſire to underſtand and feel the influence 
of thoſe important truths, which are expreſsly declared. 
The man, who reads only to gratify a vain and conceited 
curiolity, will find enough in the Bible to perplex and 
uk confound him, and while he overlooks or deſpiſes thoſe 
leſſons, which alone can make him truly wiſe, he will 
be loſt in endleſs reſearches after that which can never 
profit. A ſpirit of this kind, we fear, has cauſed ſome 
tothrow away the word of God in diſguſt, becauſe its 
accounts are fo dark and unſatisfactory, and has ex — 
eited others to write voluminous criticiſms and com- 
mentaries upon it, while they have remained utterly 
ignorant of its one grand purpoſe, to teach us the wa 

of righteouſneſs wal peace. Would we guard againſt 
theſe dangers ?' Let us not complain, that ſo little is 
revealed to us, and that little in ſo imperfeA a man- 
der, but let us ſeek, with humble prayer, for © a 
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to unravel difficulties, let us defire, from every paſſig 


we read, to reap ſome ſpiritual advantage. 

Buch cautions, at all times neceſſary, are parti 
ſuitable, while we turn our attention to the hiſtory d 
Melchiſedec. The very conciſe deſcription of thi 


| character, and the myſterious terms in which he i; 
ſpoken of, have given riſe to various fancies, conjec- 


tures, and unprofitable diſputes. Avoiding theſe, then, 
& which miniſter queſtions, rather than godly edifying, 


which is in faith,” let us enquire what the ſcripture, 
| have related concerning him, and what real beneft 


may es * to us. eee 

Years before his illuſtrious man (for ſuc he appear 
Ging to be, even from the little which is told w) 
1913. | js introduced to our notice, only upon oc- 


| * eafion of his interview with Abraham, and not the 
leaſt mention is made of any other circumſtance gf 


his life. When that Patriarch returned from the con- 


queſt he had obtained over four confederate kings, 


among, thoſe, who went out to meet him with their 
congratulations, was the royal perſonage before us, 
The narration, as it ſtands in the old teſtamen, is 
brief and ſimple, and involves not any conſiderable 
difficulties, © Melchiſedec king of Salem brought 
forth bread and wine: and he was the prieſt of the 


| moſt high God. And he bleſſed him and faid, Bleſſed 


be Abram of the moſt high God, poſſeſſor of heay 
and earth: and bleſſed be the moſt high God, which 
bath delivered thine enemies. into thy hand. And he 
gave him tithes of all “.. r ne 
It ſhould ſeem, then, from this ſhort account, that 


8 Melchiſedec was one of the kings of Canaan (Salem, 


the city of his government, probably being the ſame 


| Jeruſalem +), preferved from the general idolatry and 


wickedneſs of the country, a pious and devout wol- 
ſhipper of the true God, who, to recommend the rel 
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he profeſſed, himſelf preſided in its ſolemn. rites 
Ol ets, as © the prieſt of the moſt high God,” It 
is pleaſing to obſerve even a Ae remnant am 
ſuch an accurſed race, as the Canaanites were; | 
we have reaſon to hope, that God may have many 
faithful Tervants, where we may be ready to conclude 
there is no knowledge of Him at all. Elijah cried 
out, (I only am left, at the very time that there-were 
ſeven erer in Iſrael, who abhorred idols . A 
conſideration this, which ſhould enlarge our charity, 
and enc e the delightful expectation, that there 
may be 0 more real piety, than what may have 
fallen under our notice, and more than we can ſome- 
us) times imagine or believe. ä YEP 
oc It does not ſurpriſe us, that Melchiſedec and Abram 
the W knew each other, and gave proofs of mutual affection, 
e of Wl when we advert to the ſituation in which theſe good 
on- men were placed. Perſons of unfeigned godlineſs, 
nos, Wl while they ſeparate from thoſe of an oppoſite deſcrip- 
heir Wl tion, are N attached to one another, and bound 
u, by the moſt indiſſoluble ties. Their acquaintance will 
t is WI ſoon be formed, when once their religious ſentiments 
able are properly underſtood ; and as their friendſhip is 
vght WH founded on pure and permanent principles, it will not 
the W fluftuate or diſguſt, like the connections which ariſe 
ſed WI only from politeneſs, convenience, or intereſt, 'O 
en © love the brotherhood !*” Cultivate an intimacy with 
hich Wl thoſe who fear God, and improve your intercourſe with 
4 he WI them to the beſt purpoſes, _ Ms 
WM But Melchiſedec appears, on this occaſion, not only 
that MW in his private oat her the friend and companion 
of Abram, but as ſuſtaining and executing the vene- 
able office of Prieſt, The bread and wine, which he 
brought forth, ſeem to have been more than an hoſpi < 
table refreſhment for the w ſoldier; they were, 
probably, an oblation made to God, by which Abram 
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was called to offer up his grateful praiſes for the victoi 
he had obtained. And, while they ſolemnly joined in 
the divine worſhip, Melchifedec, - according to the 
character he was then ſupporting, pronounced a bene. 
, diftionupon the Patriarch in the name of the moſt High | 
God. Abram alſo regarded in him ſomething more 
than th Fx of the man, or the power of the prince; 
he canfefſed the Minifter of religion, and revered the 
authority of God in the perſon of his ſervant: « He 
gave bim tithes of all.” | 
The duties of the prieſthood, chen, are not incom- 
patible with the dignity even of a King. Yet they de- 
mand our reverence, not for the qualifications of him 
who performs them, but becauſe the great God himſelf 
| is the ſole object of them. And is it not matter of grief 
to every ſerious mind to obſerve them, as they now are, 
treated with contempt? For this ſurely is an evident 
fign of an awful declenſion in real godlineſs. In pro 
portion as the knowledge and the fear of God prevail 
among us, thoſe, who are called to the ſacred function 
will meet with attention and reſpect, not merely for 
their own fakes, but for His,' whom they repreſent, 
We remember, who hath ſaid, with a reference to al} 
who ſerve in the miniſtry: of the Goſpel ; « He that 
heareth you, heareth me: and he that deſpiſeth you, 
deſpiſeth me *. Nor do we forget the exhortation 
of his Apoſtſe, We beſeech you, brethren, to knoy 
them which labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admoniſh you.: and to efteem them ven 
highly in love for their work's fake 7. | 
l is account concerning Melchiſedec is plain and 
intelligible ; but if we enquire, further than the bi- 
tory relates, from what anceſtry he was deſcended, of 
Whether he had any poſterity, where or when he wa 
born, or what the time and manner of his death, fron 
whom he derived his office, or who ſucceeded him in 
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ever, that the very filence of the ſcriptures is inſtruc- 
tive, and that an important uſe ſhould be made, as 
well of what is concealed, as of what is clearly de- 
cared. It muſt be owned, that, if the brief narration 
in Geneſis had been all we had read of Melchiſedec, 
we ſhould not have brought forth his character as the 
ſubje& of a ſeparate chapter, becauſe the principal cir- 
cumſtance was noted before, in the life of Abram. 
But he is introduced to us upon another and more ex- 
ated occaſion, in a very remarkable prophecy delivered 
by the Plalmiſt concerning both the kingdom and the 
prieſthood of the Redeemer, to whom the Father of all 
is repreſented as ſaying, with an oath, © Thou art a 
Prieſt for ever after the order of Melchiſedec . 
Here we are carried beyond the ancient records of 
the old teſtament; an unexpected luſtre breaks in upon 
us; and rr 
bis glory before us. It would diſcover an i ce 
pauſe and.contemplate 
the great Antitype here exhibited in the perſon, the 
names, and. the offices of Melchiſedec, . eſpecially as 


and contempt of Him, not to 


weare taught to do it, in a large and expreſs com- 


ment, by an inſpired le. Let the be 
ly viewed. This Meth (ade is 
introduced as a type of the Saviour), “ king of Salem, 
prieſt of the moſt high God, who met Abraham return- 
ing from the ſlaughter of the kings, and bleſſed him; 


to whom alſo Abraham gave a tenth part of all; firſt 


deing dy interpretation King of Righteouſneſs, and 
after that alſo, King of Salem, which is King of peace; 
without father, without mother, without deſcent, hav- 
ing neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but 
made like unto the Son of God, abideth a prieſt con- 


tunually 4,” - P45. 

The propriety, therefore, of pointing out a likeneſs 
between Melchifedec and the Saviour wil be readily 
lowed. And while we are following fo ſafe a guide 
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as one of the ſacred writers, and not indulging the 
_ _ vain conceits of our own imagination, we need not 
fear any abuſe of the ſubject, but may rejoice in it az 
Teplete with ſpiritual inſtruction and comfort. Herein 
we ſhall diſcover much of the grace and glory of Chriſt, 
who, though reprefented by Melchiſedec, appears in- 
finitely ſuperior in worth and dignity. We ſhall be 
conſtrained to confeſs the divine ions of his na- 
| ture, and to admire the offices he ſuſtains on our be. 
Half, by which he is qualified to give relief and conſo- 
4 0 lation to his people, juſt as their caſes may require. d 
| | Upon a compariſon, then, of Jeſus with Melchiſe- 
=_ dec, we ſhall be led to conſider, A 
I. The two great offices united in the perſon of the 
Saviour, who, like this remarkable type, is at the 
fame time both King and Prieſt, When it is faid, 
that as a prieſt he reſembles Melchifedec, much more 
is implied, than that he has an unchangeable prieſt- 
hood, far more excellent than that of Aaron, which 
* was deſigned to continue but for a ſeaſon: It is further 
. intimated, that, while he executes the duties of this im- 
portant Ts he ſuſtains alſo another character, 
and, like Melchiſedec, exercifes the authority of a 
Prince.. Theſe could not be joined together under the 
law of Moſes : King Uzziah was ſmitten with leproſy 
for attempting it“. But the Redeemer, like the King 
of Salem, is inveſted with both, according to the pro- 
| phecy concerning him, He ſhall fit and rule upon his 
- throne, and he ſhall be a prieſt upon his throne f.. An 
Apoſtle alfo declares, He is a Prince and a Savi- 
our . For the ſake of diſtinctneſs, we may conſider 
them row" 0 1 "2 
1, He is a King. He poſſeſſes an extenſive domi- 
nion, not only as partaking of the divine nature, but 
in his mediatorial capacity. A kingdom of a particu- 
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8 14 hr kind, and for ſpecial purpoſes, is committed into 
|  _- his hands. « Heis Head over all things to the Church 5. 
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All perſons are under his control; all events are en- 
tirely at his diſpoſal. This government is undertaken 
with a view to. the perfect redemption of his people, 
and will then be reſigned, when the end ſhall be ac- ' 
compliſhed. Thoſe, who Are brought under the in- 
though, before, they had been 
oſt rebellious, are made his willing and obedient 
ſubjects. They acknowledge his ſovereign right over 
them, ſubmit to his precepts, yield themſelves to his 
will, and ſhould rejoice in the ſecurity, which the ex- 
cheiſe of his unlimited power is deſigned to give them. 


Ahl how many deny or oppoſe his authority, and ſay, 7 


4 We will not have this man to reign over us *!”” 
The proud, the covetous, the reyengeful, the ſenſual, 
and the 132 all equally averſe to obey the com- 
mand of Jeſus.— But do any enquire, What are the 
peculiar bleffings'of his government?” or, What advan- 
tage ſhall we receive from an unfeigned ſubmiſſion to 
him?; The excellency and happineſs of his kingdom 
will appear, if we advert to the apoſtolical explanation 
of the type. The office, the name, the city of Mel- 
chiſedec, are all obſerved to be figurative and fignifi- 


ee te ork, "King of Kita 
is, in import words, Ni i N 
ouſneſs and King of Peace. | 
Agreeable to this are the r declarations 
concerning the Redeemer. He ſhall judge thy peo- 
ple with righteouſneſs, and thy poor with judgmen*. 
The mountains ſhall bring peace to the people.. In 
bis days ſhall the righteous flouriſh, and abundance of 
peace, ſo long as the moon endureth +.” © His name 
hall be called The Prince of peace. Of the increaſe 
of his government and peace there ſhall be no end, up- 
on the throne of David and upon his kingdom, to or- 
der it, andtoeſtabliſhit with judgment and with juſtice, 
from henceforth even for ever f.“ © Behold, a King 
ſhall reign in righteouſneſs, —And the work of righte- 


* Loke zig 1. + Pal bett. 2, 3, 7. f 16. u. 6, 7. 
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ouſneſs ſhall be peace x. — thy King cometh 
unto thee: he is juſt, 1 ONE ſalvation :—and he 
ſhall ſpeak peace, —— the heathen +,” The deſerip · 
tions of the new teſtament are exactly ſimilar. The 
| Kingdom of God is —righteouſneſs, and peace, and 
"Joy in the Holy Ghoſt f. 

A more attentive confaderation of thele truths may 
"= us in our attachment to the Saviour, and 
quicken us in his ſervice. We remark, therefore, 5 

He is King of righteouſneſs.” .. He poſſeſſes the 
perfection of holineſs, without the leaſt pollution or 
defect in his nature; and, in the execution of his office, 
he 8 A ge with himſelf, ( judging his people 

righteouſly laws, which. he has enacted, are 
holy, juſt, and good; and the adminiſtration of 
his goyernment, in all its branches, is according to 
truth and equity, Have we bowed to his ſceptie 
Do we cordially approve what he h and cheer- 
fully acquieſce in what he appoints? What mean 
ches pleas for ſenſual indulgence, thoſe complaints of 
the ſtrictneſs he enjoins, or thoſe murmurings againſt 
his diſpenſations ? What are all theſe, but ſo mary 
| haſe£ Narges. againſt Him, of tyranny, cruelty, or in- 
juſtice? What are Car one then, but unequivocal pon 
of dilaffection and rebe eee 506 

Let thoſe, who e ſubrait to bim, rejoics 
that he will give them thoſe tempers of mind, which 
are indiſpenſably neceſſary for \ gh and that he vil 
enable them to perform the duties, which he com- 
mands. | He is therefore. © a King of righteouſneſs,” 
- becauſe the very end of bis government is, that he 

may make all his ſubjects like himſelf. The; are re- 
. * his image, and rendered conformable to his 
will. .. Much oppoſi tion, indeed, is raiſed againſt hin 

om their depraved.nature. But he reigns in them, 
"hu he may ſubdue their corruptions, _ rify them 


to himſelf; ſo. that finally, by the power of his Spiis 
„ l 74 37. f. Zech. l. g, 104 1 Roms xiv, 37 - 
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25 well as through the merit of his blood, they ſhall be 
preſented to hi not having ſpot, or wrinkle, or 
any ſuch thing.” N 


© Shall this be accounted a grievance ? Is it not, ra- 
ther, a moſt invaluable bleſſing ? His ſervice, in all its 
extent and ſtrictneſs, will be. found the moſt perfect 
freedom ; and thoſe are the happieſt perſons who are 
moſt faithful in it. Where, then, are they, who, weari- 
ed with the drudgery of fin, are earneſtly longing for 
deliverance? Let them behold this King of Sion; and, 
renouncing every other lord and maſter, * who have 
had dominion over them,” let each of them ſay, O 
Lord, come and ſet up thy throne within me, ſubdue 
my rebellious heart to thyſelf, make me to walk at 
liberty in the way of thy commandments, and bring 
into captivity every thought to the obedience, which 
thou haſt enjoined P” | h 
Is this what you cannot brook ? Is it, in your view, 
unneceſſary or unreaſanable ? Ah! bow no longer at 


the mention of his name; profeſs no more regard to 


his character; nor indulge the preſumptuous hope, 

hat you ſhall have anyadvantage from his undertaking. 
e 

and 


on with abhorrence your pretences of eſteem, 
alks, Why ye me, Lord, Lord, and de not 

the things which I ſays? ? is | 
He is alſo © King of peace.” Sin has introduced 

confuſion'and miſery amongſt men, and as far as © the” 
God. of this world bears rule within them, they 
are not only expoſed to the fierce anger of the Lord 
God Almighty, but are alſo truly wretched in them- 
ſelves. To reſcue them from this ſtate of wrath and woe, 
Jeſus ſets up his ſtandard, and, while he requires them 
to acknowledge his authority, he promiſes to ſecure 
to them © the blefling of peace,” Enemies, indeed, 
they will {till have to oppoſe them, inſomuch that they 
may ben to be engaged in one continued and ſevere 
confli to the very hour of their death. But, not- 
withſtanding this warfare, they enjoy the moſt invio- 
5 | Take vi. 46. . { 
G 5 "able 
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able ſafety, and, in general, poſſeſs a ſweet ſerenity 
of mind, under the government of Jeſus, This is 11 
own aſſurance to them, « In the world ye ſhall haye 


* 


tribulation, but in me ye ſhall have peace.” 
| He undertakes to make reconciliation between God 
and man, to bring together thoſe adverſe parties, and to 
unite them in cloſeſt bonds of friendſhip and love. 
Thus „ He is cur peace, not only as he publiſhes 


to finners pardon wi their offended God, but as he 


oy 


verance from condemnation, and acceſs with confi. 
dence and joy to that God, who would otherwiſe have 
been © a conſuming fire,” but who is now become 
« a Father of mercies, and a God of all comfort.” Let 


' ſuch as are trembling under the apprehenſions of the 
divine wrath, be perſuaded to commit their cauſe to 
Jeſus, and he will © repair the breach” between God 


and their ſouls, - appeaſe the terrors of their gui] 


conſciences, and 7 4 them the knowledge of fal- 


vation by the remiſſion of their fins.” They ſhall 


: then be able to add their teſtimony to that of the pri- 
mitive believers; © Being juſtified by faith, we have 


* 
1 


1 


peace with God, 1 ＋ our Lord Jeſus Chriſt &.“ 
His kingdom may alſo properly be ſaid to be order- 
ed in peace, inaſmuch as. his grace ſubdues the vio- 


lence of thoſe evil tempers and affections of the human 


heart, which occaſion continual ſtrife and. confuſion in 
the world, and from which “ come wars and fight- 
ings.” He reconciles men to each other as well as to 
God, making them © to be of one mind,” and © to 
dwell together in unity.“ By the influence ofhis Spirit, 
thoſe of fierceſt diſpoſitions are rendered meek and 
gentle, © forbearing one another, and forgiving one 


another.“ It is therefore deſcribed as the effect of his 
government, that © the wolf ſhall dwell with the lamb 


and the leopard ſhall lie down with.the kid ; and the 


= 


e Rom, v. i, 


al 


Forces it for them. By him, therefore, we have de. 
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which ſinners are willing to pay him, they yet obſti- 
darkneſs, 
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— and the | ng gether, 

To what, then, ſhall we aſcribe the bitter conten- 

tions, which prevail in the earth, but to an ignorance of 


Jeſus, or to a proud oppoſition againſt his ſpiritual do- 
| ? Notwithſtanding all the fine compliments, 
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nately continue enſlaved to the prince of 
For Ghats there is no peace or love, there Jeſus can- 
not reign ; where and ſtrife is, there, Satan 
the ſway. = truly deſire the welfare 
of ſociety, 4 ws Lek for. real be ineſs in our own 
ſouls, we ſhould pray that the Goſpel of Chriſt & may 
have free courſe,” and that both ourſelves, and all 
around us, may come under. its entire influence, and 
be ſubdued to © the obedience of faith! _} 


C. The reſemblance, which Melchiſedec bears to the | 


Saviour, will further appear, if we conſider the other 
important character which Jelus ſuſtains ; and there. 


fore we obſerve, 


2: He js a Prieſt. It is recorded. of the king of 
Salem, that © he was the prieſt of the moſt high God; 
and in this, more than in any other circum he 
repreſented Him, who undertook to mediate between 
man and God. . 4 T art a Prieſt,” is the word of 


_ the oath, whereby the Son of God was conſtituted to 


his office:/ and a large portion of the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews is taken up, both in proving the prieſthooll of 
Chriſt, and in explaining the peculiar nature of it. It 
is for us, then, to enquire, what Jeſus does for his peo- 
ple, how we are to regard. him, or what benefits we 
may expect from him, in this character. A prieſt is 
— who is ordained for men to miniſter in things 
pertaining to God: for which purpoſe, the Ar ky 
among others, are to be noted as moſt eſſential 8 . 
his employment; and all theſe we perceive to be fully 
executed y our A ape | 
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I. He is a teacher of the ignorant, declares: to them 
tte mind of God, and inſtructs them in divine wif. 
. dom. For the prieſt's lips ſhould keep knowledge, 
and ſhould ſeek the law at his mouth: for he is 
J ĩͤ econ, 
was anointed to dings unto the ” 
and it boats us to ſit at his feet. a and to ſeek infor. 
mation from Him it the important concerns of falya. 
tion. Let us wy the word which he ay ank let us 
pray to him for the light and guidance of his Spirit; and 
we have his promiſe, that we * ſhall not walk in dark. 
neſs. — This is not all: it is of greater 'conſequence 
to obſerve/, T 
2. He offers a ſacrifice to God for us. It is de. 
ſeribed as an act peculiar to the prieſthood, to preſent 
an expiatory oblation to God, without which no one 
8 can juſtly be ſaid to execute the office. A prophet 
may teach, but'a prieſt only can facrifice. / All thoſe 
of Aaron's family, under the Jewiſh economy, then 
moſt eſpecially preßgured the Saviour, while they were 
performing that part of the ſervice, appropriated to 
them, the ſhedding of blood as an expiation; not 
. would Jeſus have anſwered to the „ unleſs he had 
made a proper atonement for ſin. This is the account 
given us: For every high prieſt is ordained to offer 
gifts and ſacrifices: wherefore-it is of neceſſity that 
— this man have ſome what alſo to offer . His death, 
therefore, is continually ſpoken of as the one grand 
propitiation, by which we have pardon and peace with 
God. © He hath given himſelf for us, an offering, 
and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour f. 
« He appeared to put away fin by the facrifice of him- 
 ſelf5—andwas once offered to beat the ſins of many q. 
| Upon the Socinian ſcheme, a conſiderable portion of 
tze new teſtament has little or no meaning; in parti- 
cular, the whole of this ſimilitude between Jeſus and 

Mal. ij. 7. 1 Heb. viii. 3. Eph. v. 2. 

£2; Melchiſedec 
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Mielchiſedec vaniſhes entirely, For how can. He be 
« z prieſt after the order of Melchiſedec, ho is no 
prieft at all, or, which is the ſame Ning, who does no 
one act peculiar, to that character? While they deny, 
therefqre, that the blood of Chriſt is to be conlidered 
a5 an atonement for ſin, they take from him the honour 
of his prieſthood, and are obliged to put the moſt forced 
and unnatural conſtructions upon the plaineſt declata- 
tions. This alſo is a ſyſtem, moſt comfortleſs indeed 
For if no ſacrifice has been made for us, hat other 
cone luſion can we draw, than that «< we are yet in our 
ſins! It is a doctrine, then, which lies at the very 
foundation of our faith, that Jeſus Chrift is, in a pro- 
per ſenſe, our High- prieſt, conſtituted chiefly for the 
purpoſe of. making reconciliation ſor the ſins: of the 
people &; and this he did, when he offered up himſelf 
once for all. a8 Os ef 17 Dent af 493628 
Do we not feel the need, and ſhall we not rejoice in 
the ſufficiency, of this coſtly expiation? Do any, ua+ 
der a conviction of great demerit and liableneſs to ex- 
treme puniſhment, enquire, Where with ſhall I come 
before the Lord, and bow: myfelf before the high God 
« Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
fin of the world! Man is, in himſelf, without help, 
and without hope: but Jeſus is:< ſet forth as a ptopi+ 
tiation, that God might be juſt, and the jaſtifier of 
him which believeth f. The blood of the croſs, then, 
is the only conſideration, which a righteous, God, aſ- 
ſerting the honours of his government, will accept for 
tie pardon of a returning ſinner. Tbis, however, is 
of ſuch value, as to atone for offences the moſt nume- 
rous, and thoſe of deepeſt die. It will avail for tranſ- 
greſſors of every deſcription, age, and nation. It is 
« a propitiation—not for our's only, but alſo for the 
lins of the whole world tr. 
It has been already intimated, that it was probably in 
bis prieſtly character, that . Melchiſedec brought forth 
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the invariable cuſtom of thoſe, who ſuſtained this office 


renn, as an oblation to the Lord, 2 
thankful acknowledgment for the victory obtained ; 
nor can we, upon this ſubject, omit to mention, that 
an offering, exactly ſimilar, is appointed by Jeſus, as 


partake of & the bread and wine, which the Lord hath 


commanded-to be received; and while we celebrate 


the Euchariſt, like Abram we give thanks for the glo- 
1 conqueſt vouchſafed unto us; and ( bleſs the moſt 
r hath delivered our enemies i into our 

VS” $403 in ,v/87 UW 4; no% | 
ww we We attend to che reſemblance pointed je 
to us; we ſhall obſerve. conicerning! © « the THigh-prief 


ol our profeſſion,” . 


3. He intercedes for and bleſſes tis people. It was 


under the Jewiſh Economy, to offer up prayers for 
the congregation, and then to pronounce the ſolemn 


benediction upon them. We ' perceive alſo, that 


« Melchiſedec bleſſed Abram.” He not only with 


earneſtneſs entreated God on behalf of the Patriarch, 
but, as with authority, declared the divine favour to- 


wards him. And do we not remark the excellency of 
our High prieſt?” He appears in the preſence of 


God for us. He bears upon his heart before God the 


names of all his faithful ſervants, he makes mention of 


their particular caſes and neceſſities, and, as their Ad- 


vocate, he pleads theit cauſe. The prevaleney of his 
interceſſion is grounded on the efficacy of his ſacrifice; 
ſo that he aſks for them, only what he has merited by 


his death. What a ſtrong confirmation of our faith 
_ ſhould this be, what a lively hope 'ſhould it inſpire, 

- when we approach the throne of grace] We have One 

_ | who will preſent our petitions, and enſure ſueceſs ſot 
them. We may, therefore, * come boldly, that wt 


may obtain W is wad wy grace t to ep in n 1 
need ... 


43 „ Heb. iv. 16. PF rn 
| Jeſus, 


ſtanding ordinance in the Chriſtian church. We 
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Jeſus, alſo, not only entreats the Father for all them 


who believe, but has power to beſtow the richeſt be- 


nefits upon them. He bleſſes them, in the moſt exten - 
five ſenſe, as commanding them to be bleſſed; and 
making them ſo, by the communication of all ſpiritual 
favours. We behold Melchiſedec ſtanding, with reat 
ſolemnity, to pronounce, in the name of the moſt High 
God, his benediction upon the Patriarch 00 then he 
is ſuddenly withdrawn from our view. e read alſo, 
that Jeſus, juſt before he was parted from his diſeiples, 
« led them out as far as to Bethany: and he liſted up 


his hands, and blefſed them. And it came to paſs, 


ried up into heaven *.“ Has he, then, ceaſed to ex- 
erciſe the ſame tender concern for the ſecurity and 
happineſs of his people? No: he continues to bleſs 
them even to this very day. Though his bodily pre- 
ſence be removed, his kindneſs is ſtill afforded us. 
at He has received gifts for men;” and theſe he is 
th ever pouring down upon his Church.—Q let us be 
anxious to ſhare in his bounty; or elſe, what will all his 
merciful propoſals and promiſes avail us? While 
others obtain pardon, peace, and falvatioh by him, 
we may periſh in ignorance, or contempt of him. 
May God, “ who has raiſed up his ſon Jeſus, ſend 


| 

| 

| 
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t 
t while he bleſſed them, he was parted from them, and car- 
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his iniquities * !”” 


Melchiſedec a tenth part of all? But what acknow- 
ledgment of reverence, oy gr and gratitude, are 
we rendering to Jefus? To Him we owe our all: 
but what returns do we make? Is it not incumbent 
upon us to © honour Him with our ſubſtance, and 
with the firſt-fruits of all our increaſe? We rejoice, 
that, while we bring the free-will offering of a thank-' 
ful heart, he will graciouſly accept it; and what is 


* Luke xxiv. 50, 51. + Aa iii. 26, 


3 preſented 


=_ 


him to bleſs us, in turning away gvery one of us from 
Shall it not alſo be obſerved, that'* Abram gave to 
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| preſented in faith and love, ſhall be honoured at lat 
with an abundant reward. 
Upon a further > ang of Jeſus with Melchie 


tee, we ſhall perceiv | 
II. The proper Godhead of the Saviour, as well as 


bis continuance in the work he has undertaken. He is 


unchangeable, having neither beginning nor end of his 


exiſtence; He is © the ſame; and his years ſhall not fail; 
the ſame, yeſterday, to-day, and for ever v. It may 
ſeem ſtrange, indeed, that the ſhort ſpan of a ae 


abode upon earth can, in any way, repreſent His dura- 
tion, which is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, unlimited, © from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting. But it appears to be intended, 


- when it is ſaid, that the typical perſon, we are conſider- 
| — « without father, without oo bg without de- 


ſcent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of 
- life, but wb. 4 


like unto the Son of God, abideth a 
pra continually +.” _ 

It is not to be hereby concluded, that Melchiſeder 
was, like Adam, immediately created, or that he had 
no human extraction ; but only, that his genealogy is 
not recorded, and that the ſacred hiſtory has purpoſely 


| carat his anceſtry, It were in vain to ſearch for 


s original; and the very ſilence of the ſcripture, up- 
on this point, is deſigned " raiſe our thoughts to Him, 
Figs 1 cannot be declared, the everlaſtin of 


en « was in the beginning & before d 

ere <«<:-whole goings fomu * been from 
ing t. 4438 ' 

"Here our proud reaſon muſt 7 YOay We pretend 


not to comprehend. the attributes of the divine nature, 


or to explain the way, in which One of ſuch exalted 


dignity could aſſume our ſleſb, be born, and live, and 
die upon the earth. The doctrine is, confeſſedly, myſ- 
terious; but the fact itſelf is clearly aſcertained, being 


atteſted by many witneſſes of unqueſtionable authority 


in the ſtrongeſt and moſt explicit manner. Sureſy! it 


| * Heb. i. ta. Lili. 8. +- Heb. vii. 
* 6. John i. 1. 1 Mic, v. 
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were the height of preſumption to lijait the petſeRtions 


of „ the High and Lofty One,” by our ſcanty capa- 
cities. We will allow Him to poſſeſs, what we cannot 
fully underſtand, 'or by any language deſcribe. Not- 


withſtahding,- therefore, the artful cavils of unſtable 
men, who would rob us of our hope, we maintain, and 


with awful reverence adore, the Godhead of the Savi- 


our. Herein we perceive-our ſecurity, ſince He, in 


whom we truſt, is © mighty to ſave,” and when we 
depend upon. his power, we lean on that arm, which 
cannot be broken. 


Nor are we to conclude, that Melchiſedec never 


died, becauſe it is ſaid, that he has © no end of life, 
but abideth a prieſt continually.” We can only collect 


from it, that it has pleaſed God to give us no account 


of his deceaſe, or of the abolition of his office. We 
do not read, that he had any predeceſſor in it; nor is 
mention made of any one who ſucceeded him. In this 


reſpect, therefore, he ſtands as a typical reſemblance. 


of our great High-prieſt, being < made like unto the 
Son of God. For of the prieſthood of Jeſus there 


can be no ſuch. change, as there was in that of Aaron's 
family. The Lord Chriſt, like Melchiſedec, appears 
gone in that moſt excellent miniſtry, to which He is 


ppointed. He had none to go before him in it, nor 
he have any to follow him. In the higheſt ſenſe, 
He abideth a prieſt continually ;*” for & he was con- 
ſecrated for evermore, not as thoſe. of Aaron's order, 
after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the 
power of an endleſs life ®,” „ 
How comfortable a truth is this, that our Jeſus is a 
conſtant Saviour, that he is ſtill carrying on the grand 
purpoſe of his mediation, before the throne of his Fa- 
ther, and will not reſign it, till the ends of it be per- 
fectly accompliſhed! Lec his people derive ſtrong con- 
lolation from the firm belief of his ſufficiency to ſup- 


port 


— 
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port them in all their diſtreſſes. For thus he ſpeaks 
to them, © Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo *.” And 
let finners in all ages be encouraged to truſt in Him, 
who © js able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, that come 
unto.God by him; ſeeing he ever liveth to make inter. 


ceſſion for them .. 
* * | , 
; x _ 4 f 
of . 1 s Py - b hd * . " « 1 
* John xiv. 19. 1 Heb. vii. 25, 
1 > F 4 z ce * 
| | = 
5 P 
* 4 
1 
11 ' 
f { 
N 14 
* 4 i 
1 
NY F . 3 iy | : 
” "+ 
* 4 LY * 
# * 
* . 
; £ 
; 
ow 
* 7 7 4 14 
0 * 1 6 
' 7 < "7 h f LF — 
8 7 ( 14 
i 
g 1 ; * a : 
1 
* is — ou 
% 
1 
F 1 i 
17 4 ; g 
83 Þ $1 
; | ae! 
"5 4 
0 | 
gi 
/ 
r 
7 
4 7 a * 
* 


TAK IE 
| CHAP. vin. 


, the ehila of promiſe —derided by . 
panied his father to mount Moriah—ſubmitted to be 
bound—prefigured wt —a man of meditation mar- 
ried Rebekah- for a child—partial to Eſau— 

orted by God in : Ph; * _ wivocated Aer 

his wi 1 
God—in total Tae. cerved by Facoh, 4% . 4 
tained his benediftion—ſaw the two brothers recon- 
4 and died 180 years old. 
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W 1 of l are ſtruck 
with wonder, nde, Sill we obſerve the Church of God 
at ſome times confined within ſo narrow limits, and 
poſſeſſed of ſo little power, that it appears ready to be 
cruſhed by the ſuperior ſtrength of its enemies, or to 
lie away of itſelf, without leaving any ſucceſſion. This 
ms peculiarly the caſe atthat period, when all the pro- 
miles concerning the Saviour were limited, not only 
to one family, but even to one particular branch of it, 
The whole/plan of Redemption ſeems, frequently, to 

have depended upon a ſingle life, expoſed to many and 
great dangers, in the view of which we almoſt tremble 
„ What, if that life had been prematurely 
cut off? What, if the Ark had ſunk in the waters, as 
we might have apprehended, and Noah, together with 
tis houſhold, had periſhed in the deluge? What, if 
Abraham had died "childleſs; which, for a Jong time, 
appeared highly probable ? 'Or, what, if Abraham's 
ſon had been really offered up, according to the divine 
munCion, or had been removed, in any other method, 
wed? iſſue ? How, _ had the promiſe been fel | 
AC. | Ab! 
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Ab! how Tooliſh are ſuch enquiries ! How vain 
and diſhonourable our fears ! Do we forget, that 
the Lord reigneth,” that „He doeth all his will,” 
and that © His counſel ſhall ſtand ?” He cannot be 

/ unmindful of his own deſigns, nor can he want means 

to accompliſh them. In all his diſpenſations, while 
he ſeeks his own glory, he watches over his Church, 
for its defence. He will plead its cauſe, and, whatever 
obſtruQtions may lie in the way, he will bring into 

| * that glorious Salvation, he has prepated 

tor it. F 

This conſtant care of God's providence, towards Wl | 

his Church, is very obſervable, as from other parts of Wl ' 
tze facred hiſtory, ſo ially from that which is now | 
before us. In the preſervation of the ſeed, from which 
it was predicted that the Saviour ſhould ſpring, we 
cannot but perceive the hand of God, repeatedly and 


admire od pu, ad rl th Lord God of ls, 


Jod of Iſrael, 
doeth wondrous things, and who ftands 
d for the protection of his own people, even to 


* * { 


the end of the world! | | 1 5 
Abtaham may die, but Iſaac is raiſed up: and a 
God was wich Abraham, ſo did he promiſe to be with 
Iſaac. This favoured fon bimſelf muſt be removed; 
but, whatever dangers may threaten, his life is pro- 
longed, till he has anſwered the purpoſe, for which 
he was appointed. He had received © the blefling" 
from his father, and he muſt conſign that moſt valu- 
able legacy to one particular child, whom the Lord 
would give him.—Theſe are conſiderations, that de- 
mand our attention. ST; 12 N 
The character of Iſaac does not appear conſpicuous, 
for an . exploits which he performed, or for any 
very fri ing events which happened to him. He was 
not of the moſt active ſpirit, but fond: of quietneſs and 
retirement. His diſpoſitions were truly amiable ; and 
though his example is not faultleſs, he may be propoſes 
as a pattern of righteouſueſs, in the general tenour 1 
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his conduct. The holy ſcriptures furniſh us with the 
moſt indubitable teſtimonies in his favour. The Lord 
God has been pleaſed to put a moſt diſtinguiſhed ho- 
nour upon him, by inſerting his yame into that title, 
which He claims to himſelf, declaring that He is the 
God of Ifaac, as well as the God of Abraham, and 
that. by this appellation He will be known unto all 
generations 2. And, as Iſaac filled up a place of great 
importance in the Church below, ſo does he in the 
Charch above. His deſcendants are warned, that they 
ſhall ſee him in the kingdom of God, whilſt many of 
themſelves ſhall be eternally caſt out f. | 
Years before The former part of Ifaac's hiſtory; is fo 

Chriſt connected with that of Abraham, that we 

1397- have neceſſarily been led to ſpeak much al- 
ready concerning him, But it may not be uſeleſs to 
repeat ſome things which have been mentioned before. 
His birth was attended with extraordinary circum- 
ſtances, It was the ſubject of various promiſes and 


prophecies ; an event, moſt ardently defired by his 


parents, and yet purpoſely delayed by the divine pro- 
vidence, till they were both advanced in age, that their 
faith' might be the more \ exerciſed, and that;Ifaac 
might more evidently appear to be the gift of God, in 
2 miraculous way, and THE CHILD OF PROMISE T. 
His name was determined by immediate direction from 
Heaven, before he was conceived ; a'ſtgnificant name, 
expreffive of the jor, which both his father and his 
mother would receive from him. How exactly does 
he repreſent, in theſe reſpects, that greater of 
Abraham, whoſe coming was foretold for four thou- 
land years, and whoſe birth was ſupernatural, whoſe 
name alſo was appointed by revelation, and who, in a 
duch more eminent manner than Iſaac, was the cauſe 
joy to the world! 50 

e forbear to dwell upon the minute particulars of 
tis childhood, his circumciſion on the eighth day, his 


Exod, M. 13. f Luke zul. 28, f Gen. 2x5. 1, be. 


* 


gradual increaſe in ſtature, and the feſtivity of the fa. 
mily upon occaſion of his being weaned. But we muſt 
not forget one/event, diſtreſſing to Abraham, which 
involved in it many important conſequences. Very 
| Yearsbefore- Early in life, aac was the object of the pro- 
.* Chriſt, fane contempt of Iſhmael, who had been 
:. 1592. born to Abraham by 1 the Egyptian 
ſervant, This gave: riſe to the jealouſy and reſent. 
ment of Sarah, who inſiſted, that, in order to prevent 
| any competition between the children about the: fa. 
ll _ ther's ſubſtance, Hagar and her ſon ſhould be dif- 
ll © miſſed from the houſe, and that the inheritance ſhould 
deſcend to Haac. Sarah's motive might be baſe, but 
the purpoſe of God was hereby effected. The tem- 
poſleſſion, as well as the ſpiritual promiſe, was 
entailed upon Iſaac; and therefore it was the counſel 
of the Lord, no leſs than Sarah's deſire, that “ the 
ſon of te bondwoman ſhould not be heir with the 
ſon of the free woman. 
It may be uſeful to advert to St. Paul's evangeli- 
cal application and improvement of this little hiſtory: 
and thus, from the obſcurity of the old teſtament, the 
luſtre of the new Covenant will break in upon our 
view *, Iſhmael, © who was of the bondwoman, born 
after the fleſh,” and who early betrayed the vile diſpo- pot 
fition of a ſcorner, fitly repreſents the condition and freq 
character of unbelievers, who are in a captivity of the Wy. 
moſt awful kind, poſlcfied of no other than carnal prin- W © 
ciples; and who, © truſting to themſelves that they are W 48 
righteous,” do generally ſhew themſelves proud and 
inſolent contemners of others. All ſuch as are of this 
deſcription, according to the Apoſtle, are © of mount 
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, and will finally 
be excluded from God's family. But in Iſaac we be- 
hold a pleafing reſem blanee of real Chriſtians ; and, in 
his peculiar circumſtances and exalted privileges; we 
perceive to what they alſo are called, Like the fond 


142 scnirrunr CHARACTERS. 


= HY YH = oa a ic. 


Fos Ss S S 8 


Gal. iy, 2231. es 
| Abraham, 


- 


% 1 1 


Abraham, they become children and heirs, not by their 
natural birth, but as being born of God, by the power- 


ful influence of the Holy Ghoſt, They are alſo ex- 
poſed to the profane ridicule of thoſe, who are yet in 
their ſins. For as then, he, that was born after the 
fleſh, cena him that was born after the Spirit, 
eren ſo it is now. But the concluſion, in which be- 
lievers may rejoice and triumph, is, that, “ as Iſaac 
nt ns, they are the children of promiſe,” and that all the 
fa- Wl bleflings and immunities of the new Covenant are ſe- 
li. cured to them by the unchangeable counſel and inviola- 
old die oath of God. They belong to His houſhold, from 
but Wl which they ſhall never be ejected ; they enjoy a glo- 
m- nous liberty, being © the children of the free-wo- 
was Wl man;” and are entitled to “ an inheritance, incor- 
nſe! Wl mptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away: 
the Where, then,' are thoſe, who anfwer to his charac- 
ter? O ſtand faſt in your liberty; cheerfully ſubmit 
to contempt and oppoſition; exult in your preſent ad- 


: 2.1 Zager 


geli- WM untages and future proſpects ; and walk worthy of 
ory: r high connections, and of your moſt holy calling! 

„ the prepare for trials the moſt ſevere, which are de- 

1 our {Wlgned to fit you for your everlaſting poſſeflion ; and 
born len from the example before us, that © the heirs of 
— promiſe” are not only not exempt from trouble, but 
n a 


ſequently exerciſed with the ſharpeſt afflictions. 
of the rar before When Ifaac had arrived at a ſtate of man- 


prin- cba, hood, he was required to give a ſignal proof 


ey ae . of his entire devotedneſs to God. Abraham 
ud and N commanded to offer up his beloved fon in ſacri- 
of this fre. This remarkable tranſa tion, as far as Abraham 
mount Was concerned in it, we have already conſidered. But 
finally N now we turn our eyes to the pious youth, the vic- 


Im marked out for the ſlaughter, his faith and obe- 
and, \0Wence will alſo appear truly eminent, as well as thoſe 
es, q dis honoured parent. Seren apa 
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with him inthe ſacred rites of worſhip, -- At Nom + 


was bearin 
lamb for a e ” el the ſtrange deſign 

was concealed from him, Sil they came 
cd place; and then it could no 


| W that he himſelf was the deſti 


Hy from his father, who now avows himſelf the execu- 
tioner, ready to By his ſon ? Does he exert his 
t 


Convinced that the command is of God, he yields u 
to take it away, in what manner He pleaſed. 


+ out reſiſtance, to be bound, and to be laid on the altar 
and expoſed his body to the nil which was lifes _ 
to deſtroy him. He was, indeed, ſutldenly reſcueſi 
dut in a way that he expected not; nr 


we not young inſtructed, to acquieſce without relue | 
' tance in the | 


tage? Whi 


75 


Iſaac was, at firſt, unacquainted with the divine 
"mandate, that he muſt himſelf, dic upon the altar; for be 


went only as the attendant and companion of 1 fa. 
ther, to teſtify his filial ſubmiſſion to him, an 


wondered, what all this preparation for making ah 
_ 'oblation. to the Lord could mean, when yet Pas 


was ee for the purpoſe. While, therefore, be 
wank a enquired; Where is the 


| 

| 

I 

0 

| p 
We fay not, what were his emotions,-' n 
ſacrifice, to 

be conſumed upon the altar before him. But is it not Wx 
& 

Q 

nul 

fer 


obvious, that, through the whole tranſaction, he ap- 
pears as a ſtriking example of patient reſignation and 


.cheerful obedience to God? For, does he at all decline 
or complain of, the tremendous injunction? Does he 


2 hh as The might do, to overcome his hn 
rent! Does he expreſs an unwillingneſs to die; 
even ſolicit, that he may beſpared? No: we — 


no ſtruggle ; we hear of no petition for deliverance 
himſelf, and devotes his life to Hin, who had a right 
Iſaae, therefore, ſubmitted, as it ſhould ſeem with 


much a Martyr, as if his blood had been ſhed. A 


ivine appointment, though it ſhould! 

moſt —_ to our own defires or temporal advan 
e ue remark, that Iſaac freely ſurr 

up himielf without a a murmur, are we not 


own 8 ans” 
whenever God requires it? b. enen 
vit our favourite ſchemes, or ſuppoſed intereſts? 
. 
hetra we have repea to him, 

—— knees, Thy will be dane: we are 
jfl and angry, whenever our own whe ce wi 


Do wacomplain of theſeverity of Gadacoimmbnde?: 
Let us conſider Iſaac's caſe, and not dare to open our 
mouths, How frequent is the excuſe, when any im- 
ret, WW portant duty is inculcated,. „I would do it, but T 
was mult then forego this or the other enjoyment, and &x= \* 
e, to de myſelf to dangers and diſtreſſes. And on this 
t not veount do you heſitate to comply with an expreſs pre- 
- ap- e! If difficulties will cancel your 'obligation toß- 
enge, the whole of the divine law is at once an- 
dine Wwlled: for who will not think himſelf at liberty to of- 

kr the like plea ? If you acknowledge the authority of 

God at all, every thing muſt be ſacrificed to it. Like 

lac, and like another eminent example, you muſt be 

v ready, not to be bound only, but alſo to de in Gs 15 
whatever way you may be called to it. It is not pro- a 
01 that — 2 ou will be tried, as this Patriarch was, 

oo reg the ſame n and deſire 

1s ut hep that. e iſt may be pee, 

nien eber it be by life or b death.” s 

ape we are contemplating the remarkable hiſtory 
D ts are directed to a mare exalted.” © 


LENS 


Er 


» altar e, whom Iſaac prefigured, and: to à more: 
fred uf toviſhing tranſaction, — by that on mount 
Cue ish. We behold — ah Chriſt, the Son of Abra- 
ut kim, in whom the Covenant is eſtabliſhed, and in 
n gone all the families of the earth can be truly 
* 5 Without dwelling on «leſs intereſting of 


ablance, in which Iſaac typified the Saviour, we fir 
pattention on this circu eee 


„44.8. 13. 
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to give up bis life, as an offering to God. We ae 


carried out, then, in our meditations, to mount Cal. 
vary, not far diſtant from the ſpot, where Ilaac was 
bound and laid upon the altar. We perceive Jeſus, 
in his deepeſt humiliation, cheerfully acquieſcing in his 
Father's appointment, and ſaying, . Not as I will, but 
as thou wilt. We obſerve him under the influence, 
not only of a ſupreme regard to the command of God, 
but of tendeteſt love to periſhing ſinners, prefling on his 
| n er Jeruſalem, as if in haſte to ſuffer ®, and longing 
to be baptized with blood . Tg 
- aac, we have ſeen, conveyed the wood, that was 
_ deſigned to conſume him: fit emblem of Jeſus, who 
was conſtrained to bear the very croſs,” on which he 
expired! The readineſs of Iſaac to yield up himſelf a 
ſacrifice, exhibits a lively image of the Saviour, who 
fled not from danger, but went forth to meet his ene- 
mies, ſurrendered himſelf into their hands, and ſub- 
mitted to be bound, inſulted, ſcourged, and crucified 
by thoſe, whom he might have confounded or deſtroyed 
in a moment. The blaſphemous objection was urged 
againſt him, „He faved others, himſelf he cannot 
ſave:” but we admire his unparalleled condeſcenſion 
and grace, who, in order to fave others, refuſed to ſaye 


' - himſelf, when it would have been eaſy for him to 


have effected it. Vain, in themſelves, would have 
been all the attempts of Jews and Romans, Priefts, 
Judges, and Soldiers, to detain him as a priſoner, or 

to put him to death in any way. He could have com- 
manded the aſſiſtance of & more than twelve legions of 
Angels , or, even by a word or a look, ſtruck terror 
and confuſion into his ſtrongeſt adverſaries, as he'did 
into ſome of thoſe who went to-apprehend him. Or 
again, he might have continued his exiſtence, amidſt 
all the agonies of crucifixion, and in ſpite of all the 
tortures they could bave inflicted on him. © No 
man (ſaid he) taketh my life from me, but I lay it 

Mar. x. 32. + Lu. il. 30 1 Matt. xvi. 53. 
Gn. C duonn 


Töss 


a remarkable calmneſs 
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down of myſelf : I have power to lay it down, and 1 
have power to take it again . Vet He was * cht 


n a lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before her 


ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth f.“ 
Nor Fl be ever repent of all: that he has done or en- 
dured ; but He ſhall ſee of the travail of his ſoul, 
and ſhall be ſatisfied 7x. 
This is a ſubject, which calls for ing more 
than the exerciſe of the tendereſt feelings. It were 
eaſy to declaim on the ſufferings of Jeſus, fo as to excite 
many tears. But he wants not our compaſtion. : Our 
warmeſt gratitude, our moſt fervent love he demands; 
and who, that underſtands any thing of the croſs of 
Chriſt, can withhold from him, what is ſo juſtly due? 
We cannot forget, that it was for our ſake he moſt 
cheerfully ſubmitted to drink of the bitter cup, and that 
de died, not to.gratify:the Jews, but to make his ſoul 
an offering for our ſins. It becomes us, then, to weep, 
I not for Him, yet for ourſelves, with profound humi- 
lation, on account of our own conduct, which has 
rendered ſuch a ſacrifice expedient, But while we per- 
ceive, that (He was wounded for our tranſgreflions,'}. 
we will rejoice in his Salvation, and reſolve to E 
our ALL to Him, who © laid down his life for us. 
Lein before In purſuing the hiſtory of Tſaac, we ſhall 
hn, find him, in the time of his - greateſt 
1357. activity and vigour, a man of retirement and 
ſpirit. We are pleaſed to 
diſcover evident ſigns of dutiful affection to his 
parents, as well as of piety towards God. He appears 
to have been a kind and tender obſerver of his mother 
darah ; and even when he had attained the age of 
forty years, he was not above feeling much diſtreſi for 
ter loſs, To his father he ſeems to have left the im- 
portant concern of chooſing his companion, and moſt 
readily to have acquieſced in the prudent and religious 
Glire of, Abraham, to procure a wife for him, not 
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7 85 knowledge of the true God ®;—Is not this an uſeful 
and high-minded,” overbearing 


| knowledged, how few ſet themſelves in earneſt to 


their minds are in a perpetual fluctuation. ©7 
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among the ãdolatrous Canaanites, but among his own 
kindred, who were then, probably, brought to the 


admonition to young men, that — be not 5 
inſolent to , 
their parents, to whom they owe all their ſupport? i | 


Is it feaſonable, is it grateful, to go contrary to their t 


wiſe and pious directions, or not to conſult their wiſha, ¶ i! 
in a matter, on which ſo much of the welfare and e 
happineſs of the family may depend? '* k 
Me paſs by the minute account, which is given ug, 

of the way in which Rebekah was ſought and obtained II 
for Iſaac, obſerving only the manner in which he was Wac 
engaged, when ſhe was firſt conducted to him. He {Wall 
went out to meditate in the field, at the even-tide;” n 


and, it is probable, this was his uſual practice.— Do int 


we not all confeſs, that, in order to preſerve the power, Nef 
or enjoy the comforts, of religion, we muſt be in the Nen 
habits of retirement, meditation, and prayer? Let Whu 


| Ifaac, then, be propoſed as an example. Perhaps the ef! 


ſeaſon here mentioned is particularly ſuitable for theſe 
2 « at even- tide, in general, the mind wil 

e beſt diſpoſed for ſerious and devout reflections. But 
though the advantage and propriety of the duty be ac · Nich 


the performance of it, or perſevere in it with vigour! 
And to this _ may we not aſcribe the levity 
and unſteadineſs, the ignorance and gloomineſs of 
ſome, who would be thought to pay attention to their 
ſpiritual concerns? Others, we perceive, ſtudiouſ 
avoid ſolitude and holy contemplation, and endeavc 
to be in a continual round of diflipated company, 
which every good impreffion may be effaced, and every 

ious reſolution totally forgotten. What can weexped 
from characters of this kind? We do not wonder, tha 
the moſt folemn warnings are laſt upon them, and that 
triſle with their moſt important intereſts, will 
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1823 over his father'g grave, And, in 
a of filial duty, we rejoice to obſerve the two rival 
brothets united. Iſaac and Iſhmael met together for 
the hurial of Abraham . On ſuch an occaſion, ſurely, 
if not before, the 2 uarrels, which may have been ex- 
cited in a family, ſhould” be laid aſide, and all Wo 
louſies and contentions ceaſe, 
us After the death of Abraham, God bleſſed. his "We 


LIZ 
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rat before len ab years 1 en . 
Chriſt r {++ {4288 


ned Mac ;*'—bleſſed him; even as he had done Abraham, | 


not only with a large increaſe of worldly ſubſtance, but 
allo with abundant communications of grace, and with. 
promiſes and revelations of love and mercy. Iaac, 
indeed, continued a ſtranger and a pilgrim in the land 
of Canaan, dwelling in tents ; and in ſuch a ſtate he 


But © by faith he ſojourned there,” 1225 the Lord God 
of his father was with him. | 


1535 elapſed, and there ap no pr 
Ma child. This was deſigned to prove his. faith „ 
patience, and, probably, was extremely painful. It 


becauſe ſhe was barren;;* eee 74.24 
be greater value to the gift, it was beſto 

bmuch prayer. The Lord was entreated of him.“ 
will de willy if-in-all; our dificultive, woke the | 


ehuld not but be expoſed to peculiartrials and diſtreſſes. 


Years before He had been encouraged 5 
Chriſt, © numerous iſſue; ages. twen e 5 


ſt have been a ſource of afflicting doubts and fear, 
K on ile aacount alan, but Gy that "Waits: RRC 
he been cut off without any offspring, the promiſe 
ld have failed, the Covenant itſelf been bro- -- 
. '« Iſaac, therefore, entreated the Lord for bis 


in anſwer 


method for obtaining relief. This, and this e 
bee, OL Is: ſure: all EN coke, _— rates!” 
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Two Ine wereſtiorss to bim at one time, con- 
Corning whom the divine promiſe was declared to the 
| mother (and therefore! we conclude, it was made 
knows alſd te Haach, chat © the elder ſhould ferve the = 
bn But het& wo are compelled to remark and 
ment the weakneſs and folly of a fond parent. A 
Lt appeared towards the elder ſon Eſau, and for 
reafon too, which we tight have wiſhed to conceal, 
90 being reproachful to this amiable character. © Iſaac 
| loved Eſau; becauſe.he did eat of his veniſon,” Ah! 
how often has ſome ſuch low and carnal motive ope- | 
rated even with ob men, and betrayed them into an 
improper” cond Wat need we have to watch 
— evety avenue of — ſenſes; teſt any temptation, en 
. ceived, find admiſſion and overcome us! _ 
- The preference given to Eſau produced many very 
|  ealamitous events, and, robably, laid the foundation 
fror continued ſtrife and hatred between the two bro- 
> thers, What might increaſe the diſſenſion was, that 
5 bs # 5 Rebekah alſo had ber favourite, and & loved Jacob,” | 
* * to diſcover ſome neglect of Eſau. Does not this 
ry, "then, ' admomiſh parents, to beware of form- 
aq branch of their fa- 
85 Perhaps they may not be able to divide their 
affections witł exact e but they ſhould endea- 
Pour, at leaſt, to refrain from a partial diſtribution of 
de oatward marks'of their favour,” if they deſire that 
their children ſhould either be happy with each other, 
N08 brings any comfort to them. 
| 46 Iſaac was a:man of trouble, though under f 
5 1 e immediate care of Heaven. In order to | 
5 , preſerve life, it became neceſſary for him to 
„ ove from Canaan, which was viſited with a-griev- | 
"0, 1 famine; and, by the divine direction, he took up 
bis abode ameng the Philiſtines . Do we __ 
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be reduced to difficulties in procuring ſuſtenance for 
the body? ls not this a common caſe? Are not 
many of thoſe, who are deareſt to God, poor and af- 
flictedꝭ and ſome, perhaps, in fear of periſtiing by hun- 

F An infallible aſſurance, indeed, is given them, 

that & they ſhall not want any manner of thing that 

is gobd. But their faith may be ſorely tried; and, for 

that very end, they may be brought to ſuch extremi- 
ties, as to prove that they are willing to ſuffer, and 
reſign their All to God. May we be imboldened to 

| caſt our care upon God, from the inſtance before us 

Iſaac was compelled to ſojourn amongſt a ſtrange 
people. But, in the country of Philiſtia, the preſence 
and bleſſing of God were manifeſtly with him. The 
Lord himſelf appeared to him, to encourage his hope of 
protection and ſupport from Heaven, and to confirm 
the Covenant with him, as he had done with Abraham, 
whereby the Patriarch was taught to expect the poſſeſ- 
ſion of the promiſed land, a numerous progeny, and 
one Seed in particular, in whom all nations ſhould 
be bleſſed. Are we not ready to ſay, If this God - 
- be our God, What have we to fear ? If He will be 
with us to bleſs us, we need not dread, either a fa- 
mine, or the oppoſition af Philiſt ine. 
But did not Iſaac's faith ſtagger? Alas ! where 
ſhall we find an example of one, who has diſcovered no 
marks of unbelief? We perceive grievous ſigns 
of human depravity, even in this eminent ſaint; and, 
what is remarkable, he fell into the very ſame ſin, 
which brought ſo foul a ſtain upon his father Abraham's 

| reputation. He was guilty of a mean and baſe equivo- 

„ cation concerning his wife, repreſenting her as his ſiſter; 
and into that poor ſubterfuge he was betrayed by a very 
diſhonourable ſuſpicion of the Philiſtines, and a cow- 

| ardly apprehenſion of loſing his life : „ Leſt (faid he 

they ſnould kill me for Rebekah; becauſe ſhe was fair 

to ook upon. In this conduct we might point out 
many things wrong, and inconſiſtent with his general 

| character. The ſolemn declaration of God, that He 


*. 
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| need they have of his pardoning and ſanctifying prace 


pPrevaricati b 
not ſay to A, le profeſs godlineſs, O beware, 
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would be with him and bleſs i ls hens infpired 
him with greater courage, and preſerved him in a more 
ſteadfaſt and entire dependence. But alas! both pre. 
cepts and promiſes, of themſelves, are ineffectual to 
reſtrain the corruptions of the heart. It pleaſes Godt 
leave his people, at times, to a very painful experience 
of their own ſinfulneſs, to teach them the continud 


May we ever remember, where eur ſecurity is 

It muſt have been an humbling circumſtance to Iſaaq 

to be reproved, for his ungenerous ſuſpicions and mean 
icati an heathen prince. And may we 
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pio 

leſt your ignorant and even profane neighbours ſhould nan 
have a fimilar occaſion to reprehend you? They can. Wl ſoh 

not enter into your ſentiments and principles; but th ¶ upo 

+ can underſtand clearly what _ tempers and 1 ſtrat 
ought to be, and they will be forward enough to then 
proach you for the inconſiſtency of your conduct. his f 

| ng Iſaac had fallen; yet the favour of God was nail lim, 
E Githdrawn from him. During his reſidence in Philiſtu trut 
nue was bleſſed with a rapid and aſtoniſhing increaſe ¶ ¶revei 
pPealth. The man waxed great, and went for war hic 
and grew until he became very great. For he had poi noble 


3 — 
— 
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tore of ſervants. Do we not perceive, that © thi 
fulneſs thereof. Be content, then, to leave the cat 
and the diſpoſal of your affairs to Him. If riches h 


/ perity, your anxieties and di 
* Philiſtines. They regarded him with an envious eye 


- deavoured to render his ſituation as inconvenient an 


as unpleaſant as they could, by ſtopping up his wel 
e 5 | \ of 


ſeſſion of flocks, and poſſeſſion of herds, and gre 


Lord maketh rich?“ © The earth is His, and th 


expedient for you, it will be nodifficult matter for hin 
to beſtow them upon you, to the utmoſt extent of ye 


eſſes will, probably, 
augmented in proportion. The growing affluence 
Ifaac ſoon excited the attention and jealouſy of t 


and, in order to drive him from their country, they en 


VT 
ſs 


of water. Taone of ſo peaceſul and e a diſpoſi- 
tion, their contentious ſpirit muſt have extremely 
painful. But, though wearied with the injurious treat: 
| t of men, and haraſſed by them from place to place,  _. 
| 4 comforted by the gracious promiſes of God, 
who to him at Beerſheba, encouraged him tod 
diſmiſs his fears, and | gaye him the repeated aſſurance 
of His preſence-and bleffing. To commemorate the ' ' 
divine condeſcenſion, and erect a monument of his 
atitude, as well as to perform an act of public wor» 
5 and openly declare his ſentiments of religion, tie 
pious Patriarch ** builded an altar, and called on the 
name of the Lord, in that ſpot, where he had been 
ſo highly fayoured. There alſo the Lord put an honour 
upon hun, in the ſight of the nations,“ and con- 
ſtrained the very Philiſtines, who had thruft him from 
them, to ſolicit his alliance. The King, attended by. 
his friend and the chief captain of his army, came to 
him,” and confeſſed, that the Lord was with him of a + 
truth. Nor did-Iaac retain any ſentiments of anger or 
revenge againſt them, for the cruelty andinjuſtice with 
which he had been treated, but courteouſly received his 
noble viſitants, and entered into a ſolemn league with 
Let thoſe, who fear God, commit their cayſe into 
us hands. In ſuch a world as this, it will be no won - 
der if they meet with ſevere trials from the per- 
erſe tempers of unreaſonable and ungodly men. The 
pride, covetouſneſs, or envy of ſuch perſons will ſtir 
p ſtrife: and the meck-ſpirited will be the objects of 
er reſentment and oppreſſion, | Shall we not ſay to 
em, who are thus expoſed to the ſcoffs or rage of 
atience poſſeſs ye your fouls ? Be afraid of diſco- 
ering the ſame Gpoluion as your oppoſers; but, like 
c, rather recede from, than ſtrenuouſly inſiſt on, 
yen your juſt claims. Whatever contempt or injury 
1% 0 0 Yor Pati tg es by int 440 Sg 
d 17 10 Lake xx). 0 { ; aid $i 8 tba 
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ou m ſuffer from innert, the Lord is on your ſide: 
is comforts ſhall refreſh you: and while you © abide 
patiently P Him;“ He will reſtrain the fury of your / 
enemies, 1 e pectable before them. Tui 
he did 70 1 be you- careful to tread in the 
eps of the Patriarch; not 1 of your religion; 
let it be known, whom you ſerve: ſet up an altar * 
the God of heaven ; and not only worthip there your- 
ſelves, but call upon others alſo to: Join'h in your de- 
votions. * 
"Tfaac bad Gwalles e glow which we haſten 
to conſider ; (ome in his own perſon, and ſome in his 
family. A ſpace of for 7 years, in the latter part of 
his life, is paſſed over, during which no remarkable 
event is recorded; and for . than that period, he 
was afflicted witn 'total blindneſs. In ſuch a ſtate, 
30 cut off from of the comforts of ſociety, he not 
_  -. only ftogdi Ne aſſiſtance from others, 
4 ur ws Ai th be impoſed on by any deceits, they 
9 ue wiſh to put upon him. It is mortifying to the f 
e of our nature, 15 be reduced to ſo helpleſs a ſitua- 
tign, as to be almoſt entirely at the will of an unfaithful 
Attendant, or an inſidious relation. Yet” ſuch was the 
1 caſe of this eminent ſervant of God. | 
| We mentioned his domeſtic troubles. twill be re- 
collected, that Iſaae had a favourite . » proved, 
as moſtfarburite children do, the cauſe of mueh ſorrow, 
Eſau e a profane diſpoſition in felling” his 
birth.ri ht; and, even in riper years, had given clear 
marks ofan irreli us mind, in forming o onnections by 
Mmatriagewithi th Nolatrous Canaanites. This circum- 
ſtanee had been moſt diſtreſfing to the pious father, uo 
Wt with all the folly Which ariſes from a blind parti- 
1 I not only continued attached to his ſon, but for- 
getful, as it ould ſeem, ' of the divine declaration, 
Tefired to give him the precedency in the family, to 
eſtabliſh" him in am the p vileges of the firſt- born, and 
to leave witn him the peculiar bleſſing of the Covenant, 
wich he himſelf had ref nen Abraham. _ | 
CF? * he IN : 1 an en 
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5 i, and many infirm Iſaac might not 
77% 1 ong ſurvive, 2 an intention, not merely 7 

5 ſettle and, affairs, but to commend. his 
loved child to the 2 of God, he called for 
EZſau, and 3 his wiſhes to bleſs him, before his | 
"death 8. — e Sede te the repaſ which _ * 
Iſaac dire au to proyide, ** the ſavoury meat 
' which, he loved, and the very dilbonefſt — — by 
which Rebekah impoſed upon * huſband, 
. repeated, falſhoods, with which Jacob 3 to 
conceal the fraud. The account of the tranſad 
which is related with inimitable ſimplicity, * 
forcibly ſtrike the paſſions of every reader. Ker 
nice it, if this place, to obſerve, that, 2M, ul the 
different parties followed their, own devices, the pur- 
poſe of God was 2 fulfilled; and the bene- 
diction, containing the peculiar promiſes: of the Cove- 
nant, was pronounced upon Jacob, much againſt the 
father's 3 When Eſau came to claim the bleſſ- 
ing, the cheat was diſcovered; but Le word could _ 
not be revoked. Nay, AH Was 8 * 
perceiving; the hand ww od; oyerruling this event, 
vs not more diſtreſſed by the treachery of Jacob, 
than by his own folly, in having attempted. to fruſtrate 
the counſel of God, that the elder ſhould ſerve tde 
Jounger.“ © He „ very execedingly ;” n 
notwithſtanding Eſau's prefling, ſolicitations; and his 
| own en Grdnels for him, he was conſtrained to ' 
2 21 er and leave: the dirth-right with 


4% i bn win 
© he er Kory fn; joftryRive, 28 well as affeing. 
We cannot fail to remark, that parents are generally 
puniſhed for their partiality to their offspring. What 
elſe. can. be expected, but continual jealouſjes and ſtriſfſe 
in 3 families, where one is undeſervedly preferred 
before her 7. ?_,Their Rant of an ene 
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ite child, in 8 . 


| Y order ds prevent the murderous deſign s of Eſau, who 
avowed that he * only for his ber! death, to 


cf the ſeeutity of the Covenant; yet, though firmly per 
ſuadled of the truth of all the 8 
dy an ill directed affection. 


2 moſt earneſt and devout ſupplications for him, he con- 
"Kim +. In che midſt of Iſaac's weakneſs, then, we per. 


feated, and they will read their ſin in their own- utter 
\difappointment and confuſion. - But, though & there 


are many devices in 's heart, the counſel of the 


Lord, that ſhall fand®,” Let us not fooliſhly endea. 


Four to eftabliſh dur own ſchemes, without ſeeking 
. diretion from Him. And, whatever be his purpoſe, 
let us bow before him, with 


perfect acquieſcence in his 
 Uiſpoſal both of ourſelves and our houſholds, defritg 
ee tan e ep og RUA 

It became ne to ſeparate the two brothers, in 


"deſtroy Jacob. Iſase, therefore, ſent away bis ſon, 
who was now Jedares to be © the heir of Dromiſe, | 
with a ſolemn charge to take a wife, Ke 
ters of Canaan, but © of his mother? s kindred, and, with 


the benediction, he had before unwittingly given 
ceive the exerciſe of a ſtrong faith. He had no doubt 


was milled 
e allow the validity of 
what teſtimony ; By faith * Haac blefſed Jas ant 
Eſau concerning things to come 1. 

We have on » d, that his life, mann 


. — odilyinfirmitiesand domeſtic broiks, 


Ih 43" 
4 i years g. eee pilgrimage were 


7 * Prov. , a, | + Gen. vil. 1, be. & 1 Heb. xi, 20; 


= a vp ey e's length. He lived 
| din l fee returned from Meſopotamia, with a nume- 
rous family and in great proſperity. It ſuould ſeem 
' Year before alſo, that he witneſſed à reconciliation be- 
Chrif, tween bis two ſons, and then died at the 
#716. advanced age of one hundred and ei a; 

e 
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and 1 * was called 6 to take poſſeſſion 
r where all the choſen ſeed 


amidſt all our painful triat upon 
coming © to the general aſſembl 
firſt-born, which are enrolled in 
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"of the heay 
will ſhortly = 


Be it oof concern to follow him, and to rejoice, 
10 
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God-—his mother's favourite purc hai WM 

is father benediftion. we 

ethel—came to Laban his 

then Rachel—increaſed in ſubſtanc 5 

eee a © % Ahnen | hz 
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1 HE. records of ſacred hiſtory, which we are nov WW noi 

examining, do not furniſh us with accounts of power- har 

ful and extenſive empires, or deſcribe the achieve- frot 

ments of mighty conquerors, .in;the bloody victories trib 

which they obtained, and the defolations, which they fiah 

. — | ſpread from kingdom to kingdom. We are not 2 
conducted to ſuch ſcenes of grandeur and gaiety, as 

FP world generally admire. We are called, not into call 

ings? palaces, but into the ſhepherd'stent. Vet hereby 09] 


o 


we are inſtructed in events of the greateſt importance 
to mankind. We behold the means, by which God 
vouchſafed to communicate and preſerve the knowledge 
of himſelf in the earth. We accompany, through its 
+ txt trials and removals, the little 12 of bis 
Church, dearer to him than the moſt exalted Monarchs 
or the wiſeſt Philoſophers. Me perceive the counſels 
of mercy towards our fallen race gradually unfolded; 
And our eyes are 1 with the glorious light of the 
5 10 Sun of righteouſneſs, breaking forth out of the midſt 
bf darkneſs, to illuminate this poor benighted globe, 

5 | and“ ſhining more and more unto a e day.“ 
. Sod was pleaſed ta make choice of one family, in 
-which/hig depoſited the ſacred treaſury of his whe 
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rank chan the reſt, whoſe names the Higli 


One conbeſoended to eee to ſer | 


— Dide which He e neſt a gene 
* of his grace ith to 
tions. The God of Abtaham, of Iſaac, an 
cob. Two of theſe we have ee ; and 
the third ie now to come under our reviex. 


Jacob was a Granger and a ojourner e hs father | 


jun and therefore, from his n in life; 
his unadorned manders, he may not be likely to 
the notice of the preſen e e 8 boaſts of its po- 
liteneſs and reſinement. he will appear to be 2 
character of real eminence, if we attend to the marks 
of genuine piety which he diſcovered, and to the ho- 
nour which God put upon him. He was; in a pecu- 
lar ſenſe, the root: of the Jewiſli nation, inaſmuch as 
from-the ſeyeral branches of his family ſprang the twelve 
tribes. He was an illuſtcious progenitor of the Meſs 
fab, whom he prefigured, and who is alſo ſometimes 
of under his name. From him, too, all the holy 
and the children of God in every 
called The ſeed of Jacob The 
This hiſtory will exhibit ſme ſtriking probſi of a 
divine Providence; the controlling influence of which, 
in its various defigns and operations, wilßbe maſtevis - 
dently perceived throughout the life of Jacob. May 
we remember, that we are under the ſame governance, 
it the entire diſpoſal of the ſame Almighty; Sovereign 
Suffice it for us, though our pilgrimage ſhould be, like 
dis, moſt aſſlictiue, that Ihe mighty God of. Jacob 


is engageil to help us. 29. i $435, nnn 


In our reſlections upon this chajacter, we propoſe to 


accompany the Patriarch through the: different ſitua- 


tions, in which he was placed, —in his father's family, 
ia Meſopotamia, upon his return to 
and in the land of Egypt. We conſider him fi 6 &, then 
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the power 
* ._. nation;/ then, which deſcended from Jacob, - were 4 
, + choſen people, the elect of God, according to this an- 


160  - SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 
Years before The ſacred records begin their account of 
5 * Jacob, even previouſly to his birth. He was 

8. given in anſwer to much prayer, that in him 
the holy ſeed might be continued, and the Covenant 

Stabile. Eſau, in ſeemed to have, at leaſt, 
an equal claim to the bleſſing, as a child of the 
Game parent; or rather, as being the elder, he might 
have pleaded, that, by the right of primogeniture, he 
ought to have a preference to Jacob. But while they 
were yet in their mother's womb, the divine counſe 
was made known to her, that the two ſons, ſhe ſhould 
bring forth, were deſigned to be the heads of two, 
mighty nations, who would differ in their manners, 
ak ſtruggle for the ſuperiority; and yet, that, 
to the general mode of diſpenſing the poſſeſſions of ; 
family, the dominion ſhould go to the younger, and 
the inheritance be entailed upon him m. 
This circumſtance, which might have appeared tri. 
ling in our view, is repeatedly introduced in the ſcrips 
tures, and ſome important infruQions are drawn from 
it. Known unto God are all his works from the be. 

inning of the world ; nor does he merely foreſee, 

; 23 determining to men the bounds of: 
their habitation , and diſtributing his fayours, tempo- 
ral and ſpiritual, not as we might conjecture or pre. 
ſeribe, but ( after the counſel of his own will 5. 4 
far as the prophecy related to the children themſelves, 
the ſequel of their hiſtory will ſne the completion of 
itz and as far as it concerned their reſpective poſteri 
ties, it had its accompliſhment in the reduction of the 
Edomites under the of the Jews. | The whole 
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cient prediction: and Malachi reminds them of theit 
obligations, in that they were appointed to peculiar 
privileges, by the ſovereign will and rich mercy of God 


194445} Kea tk, 


2 Gen, . 2123. + Ads xv. 18. f xvii. 26. 
241 f 8 Eph. i. 11. 
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JA s. 161 

alone . But Sf. Paul extends the ſubject, and makes 

plication of it, to illuſtrate the free and undeſer ved 
Aion of believers to the ineſtimable bleſſings of the 
Goſpel t. According to this doctrine, in every caſe, 
as well as in that before us, if any are favoured in 
preference” to others, it muſt be aſcribed, not to hu- 
man merit, but to the wiſe-and holy determination of 
the ſupreme Lord of all, ho is pot accountable to us 
for © any of his matters, and who declares, I will 
ſhew mercy, on whom I will ſhew mereyyt.” No diſ- 
tinctions of birth or education, no outward profeſſions, 
no boaſted righteouſneſs of our own, will entitle us to 
the regard of a holy God, or ſecure to us the falvation 
of Jeſus; Many are partakers of this grace, who ſeem, 
like Jacob, inferior in ſeveral reſpects to ſome who 
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knowledge, with warmeſt affections of love and gratis. 
tude to God, „He hath ſaved us, and called us with 
an holy calling, not according to our works, but ac- 
cording to his, own purpoſe and grace, which was 
given us in Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began $.”- 
A ſubject this is, of all others, the moſt humbling 
to man, and therefore the moſt likely to excite the 
ſtrongeſt oppoſition. We do not undertake a defence 
of the divine eee which is far above all our 


e comments. It remains to be juſtified in ſome future 
As WY day, when all will be compelled to own, „ Righteous 
e ut thou, O Lord; juſt and true are thy ways, thou 
ing of ſaints!“ In the mean time, let our proud 
n. ¶resſonings be reſtrained. Whatever objectiong we may 
the bring, one queſtion is enough to ſilence all, «N ay but, 
ole O man, what art thou, that replieſt againſt God]? 
es The two children of Iſaac ſoon diſcovered very 
an- Wliferent diſpoſitions, according to the previous intima- 
et tion given concerning' them.” Eſau was bold, active 

liar Wd enterpriſing ; Jacob meek, and ſedate, more fui 


0 domeſtic employments. © Efau was a cunning 
* Mal. l. 2, 3. f Rom. ix, 101g. 1 Erod. Exil. 19. 
J Tim. i. 9. l Rom. ix. 20. : 
| hunter, 


« come ſhort of it:“ and all, who are ſaved, muſt ac- | 


4 
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4 hunter, a. man of the feld; n 
man dwelling in tents &, It has been already re- 
dae that the younger ſon was the mother's fa. 

© Fourite, not; merely as being more at; home and ob, 

15 vant of her, but we apprehend, becauſe of the pre- 

cCedency, which God had. deſigned for bim. And to 
ber full confidence of this, we are willing to impute 
ber ſucceeding conduct, though moſt blamable. Iti 

Alſo probable, that the! acquainted her beloved child 

with the purpaſes of God in his behalf, and that he 

Was influenced by an expectation of the divine promiſe, 

in that behaviour towards Eſau, which - now comes 
under our conſideration. 
S When they were nod to a ſtate of 
. { ''Chrilt, manhood} Jacob fixed his eye upon the birth. 
05. right, which Eſau, as he made light of it, wa 
eaſily n renounce. An opportunity offered 
for accompliſbing Jacob's defire. Efau, wearied with 
begs in enfeebled with hunger, coveted his bro- 
ther's pottage, and, through impatience for the grat. 
foatidn of his appetite, conſented to give up the privi 
W to which he was entitled as the firſt born. 
this account he is condemned as a profane perſon,? 
and we are admoniſhed from his example to bewary 
leſt we alſo deſpiſe and barter away, for ſome: — 
indulgence, the peculiar bleſſings which we n 

5 the- Gol pel+.—But- what opinion ſhall we form 

: Tacob's a ny The object, he had in view, wal 

indeed moſt excellent; yet he is not thereb juſtißel 

in uſing any unfair method to obtain it. The diet 
counſel had intended it for him; but it became bim. 
wait, in God's way, for the completion of his wiſhes 
We cannot reconcile it with brotherly love, and 

| | F | r affection, as he hows take advantaged 

: 11} « Efav's neceſlity, to prevail upon him to make a cone 
ion ſo ee. himſelf t. . But, ones 
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was, we know that ws ought to poſſeſs that chatity? 


« which ſeeketh not her own,” and to “ Took every 
man alſo och the things of others. 
Years before From that time a conſiderable ſpace elapſ- 
-Chrift,” ed, of which there are no memorials left in 
1760 Jacob's hiſtory. He was ſtill in his father's 
family; and p 
of domeſtic life, he did not experience any changes 
or events of great importance. But we are now haſ- 
tening to one tranſaction of peculiar moment, which 
gave riſe to the princ/gal occurrences, which he after- 
... PR PEO ATRFITE 


When Ifazc propoſed to bequeath the blefüng to 
Eſau, Rebekah ſuggeſted à plan to Jacob, by*which 


he might impoſe, himſelf, for. his elder brother, upon 
his aged parent, and thus by a fallacy obtain the bene- 
dition L. Jacob, though deterred by the fear of 
detection; was inſtigated to it by his mother; and aft 
be had once embarked in the ſcheme, we wonder ne 
that he perſevered in it through the moſt deteſtab 
floods. We are, indeed, ſtruck with horror © 


hear one lie added to another, and the ſacred name of ; 


God introduced, as it were, to ſanRify the cheat. But 
we are aware of the deceitfulneſs of ſin; and we ap- 
prehend, that, in general, ſinners go far gteater lengths, 
than they intended at firſt, or thought themſelves capa- 
ble of going. It was not enough for him to practiſe 


the fraud of appearing in his brother's raiment, nor 


even to violate the truth in the moſt direct terms, ſay- 
Ing, (I am Efau, thy firft-born ;—T have done ac- 


cording as thou badeſt me:“ but, when queſtioned 


double portion of his father's goodn, but, what is eſpecially to be noted, 
de was the prieſt of the family, and preſided in the off cæi of religion. 
lu the caſe before us, it ſeems alſo to have been underſtood, that 1 
Heling of Abraham,” reſpeRing the promiſed Saviour, would go in 

lame line with the birth · right. We do not wonder, then, that, on this 
«count, one of a pious diſpoſition ſhonld ſet a high value upon it, and 
that he is marked as a profane perſon, who deſpiſed. it. - 
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robably, ſatisfied with the caſe and quiet 


de the quickneſs with which he had obtained the I imp 


Principle, of “doing evil that good may come,” be 
tever, 


* 


tc to me. And again, when interrogated more clo 


Wiſhes and pious intentions. He aimed at that, which 


| profeſs real godlineſs. Nor let thoſe, who are afrail 


we haye ſeen, prepares the way for another. A ſecond 
Can ſay, where we ſhall be able to ſtop ? 


and encouraged Jacob to adopt it. The caſe is mol 
practice of fraud and hypocriſy, as in the preſent in: 


| per in the arts of diſſimulation, in order, as iti 
Eid, 


— 
—_ 
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veniſon, he preſumptuouſly and profanely, yet with a 
air of ſanity, replied, The Lord thy G00 brou 


by the ſuſpecting father, © Art thou my very a 
Eſay ?** he faid, 0 am:“ | He. 

Me attempt not a juſtification of ſuch inſidious con- 
duct as this. Let it meet with the abhorrence itdeſerves; 
and let others beware of acting the ſame treacherous par, 
We are willing to give Jacob the credit of ſome goo 


was in itſelf deſirable and valuable, ina religious view, 
But we abominate the ungenerous and very diſhoneſt 
means by which he effected his purpoſe. t not the 
adopted, in any circumſtances w y thoſe who 
of being betrayed into groſs enormities, allow them- 
ſelves to deviate one ſtep from the paths of re&titude, 
If we tranſgreſs at all, we ſhall be tempted to hide ou 
fault, by having recourſe to falſhood: and one lis 


and a third muſt be told to conceal the firſt, Who 


Me freely cenſure the ſon, but we conceive the mo- 
ther to be more blamable. She planned the ſchemg 
and was the main actreſs in it. She propoſed the cheah 


awful; and yet, we fear, it frequently occurs, Parents 
are, every where, training up their children in ths 


Aance, for the ſake of advantage. Is not this, indes 
the grand deſign: of polite education, to initiate younfWours i 


aid, that they may make their way in the world! 
... Poffibly both Rebekah and Jacob might have a 
gard to the intimation, which had been given from He 
ven concerning the precedency of the younger io! 
But is it for us to haften, or by our fooliſh contri 
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impa ae geber to accompliſh the purpoſe 

iſe from unbelief, and, 5 — 22 * cel 

ere. nd rather to embarraſs than relieve us. 
omiſe in the Bible will ever E in any the 

nalſeſ deviation from what is ri us leave to 

600 the management of his own concerns, and ſubmit” 

— 4 the time, as well as the way, of executin = de- 
True faith will teach us to wait patien 

- 7 for < he, that believeth, ſhall not make {af 

Yet we are conſtrained, upon this ſubſeQ, 9 55 
mire the over- ruli providence of God, who can or- 
der the ſtubborn wills of men, and even employ their 
finful paſſions, to promote the ends of his TOS 
without any impeachment of his own holy character. 
How aſtoniſhing is that influence, which he exerciſes - 
upon the minds of free agents! They fulfil their own 
choice, and are accountable to him for their conduct; 
and, at the ſame time, he ſo diſpoſes their hearts, as 
to determine all events, and © to do all his pleaſure.” 
Such is the reflection of the pious Biſhop Hall: 4 8 
does frequently accompliſh his righteous will 
weakneſſes : yet neither thereby juſtifying our i 
ties, nor blemiſhing bis own actions.“ 

The blefling was obtained by Jacob, who MON 
in 7 habit of . 12 brother. wy was permitted 
tobe impoſed on, and difappointed in his expecta- 
lon, that the 33 of God might ſtand. Vet, 

ph deceived as to the object, miſtaking one ſon for 
mother, he ſpake the language of inſpiration, and his 
neue was directed by an unerring wiſdom, while he 
ronounced, that the divine benediction ſhould aceom- 
any the perſon before him. Whatever temporal fa- 
ours might hereby be intended for Jacob "Inf his 
oſterity, as wealth, honour, and ſovereign authority; 
be peculiar privileges of the Covenant were certainly 
_ to be entailed upon him, and it was implied in 
e ſentence, that the Mefliah, « He 9 
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ng from hi im. ee 

ion would have been conferred 

[upon] him, in —— more re utable to bunte had he 
gontent to have wait for it. Tho h he at- 
has 2 9b ect of his . po will hew how 
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. — to a rp native country, upon the pretence 
105 marrying among her kindred, but chieſly that he 
x Ares be ſecured from his brother's rage. Iſaac con- 
- Tentedto the plan, and diſmiſſed Jacob in a moſt affec- 
- Lionate and devout manner, charging him not to be 
connected with.the jdolatrous Canaanites, but to ſeek 
a wife out of Laban's family in Meſopotamia f. The 
edu before OA As find was nn ſolemnly 
confirmed ; Le acknowled gd 4 The. Heir of = 
_ promiſe,” and prayers were o wor. up; for his welfare 
and proſperity. -- Yet behold, what a trial of his faith! 
Fa the Covenant was eſtabliſhed in him, he was 
| reduced to a moſt friendleſs and deſtitute condition, and 
expoſed to various perils aud ſeverities. He was obliged 
to depart, without: ſo: Lee as one attendant, and, 
thus utterly unproyided, to enter upon a journey, 
Ws hich: el; have been truly. formidable, —5 the 
3 length and e it, in the moſt e cir- 
a 2 
; - The queſtion ariſes,, « thaw ſhall we account for 
Jacob's diſmiſſion in ſo forlorn and defenceleſs a ſtate? 
r how ſhall we acquit either the father or the mother 


ofi inattention and e towards bim!“ It may be 
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bo of rg it es derte fol bim to fl 150 


him, to de roy hi 
and protection of God, i 


- juſt puniſhment inflited on him for his dectit. But 
an additional reaſon may be ſuggeſted, He was to be 
pointed, that he ſhould learn that wiſdom in the ſchool, | 


mother. In general, we obſerve that thoſe, Whom 


Lord God may promote our higheſt intereſts by thoſe, ws L | 


arch, through wild and inhoſpitable deſerts, for a journey 


with him only at one place, which was ever afterwards - 
| „e famous by what happened to him at that time. 
The poor benighted traveller was conſtrained to lie 
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in haſte, and in a fecret manner, to elude. the obferya- ! 
tion of Efau, who'might other wife have aid Walt 
im: And from this conſideratibm 
his parents might cheerfully commend him to the F . is 
| n firm dependence upon the | „ 
„n nnn <\ 


\ „ 
- 


promiſe. f: 22 


Shall we advert to the peculiat deſigns of Providence ' 
in ſepärating Jacob from his neareſt friends and His 
| native country, to be a ſervant in a very dift Wen 
und for a long ſpace of time ? It has been intimated © - 
' already,” that he brought the diſtreſs upon himſelf "by “ 
| his wn treacherous conduct; and therefore. whatever 


ſufferings might follow, they ſhould'be accounted as a: 


prepared for future ſeryices ; and to this end it was ap- 


of adverſity, which he ſeemed unlikely to attain in his 
former domeſtic ſituation, under the eye of 'a fond | 


God intends to fill up any diſtinguiſhed ſtation in his 
Church, are previouſly” fitted for it by moſt painful 
trials. Let the hope, then, of receiving much ſpiritual 

advantage reconcile us to the ſevereſt afflictions. The 


very diſpenſations, which we dread or complain of as 
T. nt Tn re CLAD ET oh 
We are now called to accompany the exiled Patri- 


of more than four hundred miles. Little is told us of 
what befell him by the way. We are required to ſtop 


down to reſt, in a moſt defenceleſs ſituation, with no 

better accommodation than the cold earth for his bed, 
a ſtone for his pillow, But this was a ſcaſon to. 

be much remembered, probably the happieſt period in 
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N | beni run casskeriss 8 . 
nd on which he la ; ſeemed to be K+ 

| conlee De grand an ahi be ay fey night, 
' an — — . e 8 
e houſefof Ged. Waile be lept, be was fayoured if + 

. witha moſt ſingular viſion, in which his devout aſto· 5 
- Wo was Excited, as well by the glocious ap- 
nce which he ſaw, as by the words which were 
to him. He clearly perceived e e 
i Carried on between heaven and earth, by means of a 
2 of bright ſpirits, the Angels of God, aſcend. | 
and deſcending upon a ladder, which joined this | 

wer world to the world above; and at the top there- 
By as. direQing and controlling the whole, food te 
God . , manifeſting ſome outward token 

h g 

| 


- 
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of his 1 888 ile Jacob eld the won- 
dro Po t, 4 voice was, heard from the excellent 
- glory, addreſſed immediately to him. The benedie- I + 
9 "his father had pranounced, was then confirmed 5 
3 08 2 in by God Mme who declared, that the ve 
5 on hich he flept, ſhould be given for & poſſe 
. * Hon to him and to his. feed, which ſhould be nume- 
Tous 5 40 the duſt of the earth, and that One of his 
1 in. particular {the Saviour promiſed from | 
beginning) ſhould be raiſed up, to be an extenſive, - | 
_ blefling,. even to all the different families of the hu- j 
man race. The Lord added, that in every place He. 
| Himſelf would be with. . to protect and proſper him, 
| 
| 


would conduct him back again to Canaan, and not : 
leaye- din li he had fully accompliſhed his purpoſes % 


1 >. y concerning hin. | 
4 3 N awoke, confeſſed the preſence of the Godhead, 
| and felt an impreflion of the moſt profound reverence, 
bo he conſidered. before whom he ftood, Conftrain- 
ed by a ſenſe of the divine goodneſs, and encouraged by 
1 aſſurances of favour, he raiſed a monument of 
gratitude, the very ſtone on which his bead had reſted; 
And took of the eil which was probably part of bis 
|  ſeanty. proviſions, to conſecrate the pillar. to God. 
1 bee nu fee, 
bog gagements, | | 
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- adminiſtered, were enactly ſuited te relieve the Gl. 
treſſtes of Jacob; nor can we doubt, that, after what he 

had ſeen and heard that night, he proceeded'upen his 


journe with cheerfulneſs-and vigour. The vifion of : 
the reach reaching from earth to heaven; emed . : 4,18 


tended to repreſent the divine providence engaged for 
his benefit, and ule of ngels 
| e and bleſs him. lained bs 
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What Jacob 6 an in this 3 is 3 
| exprſnta 9 vs in he Gatpl of J S 
Him lone, a communication is Nu e 
ind ſinners. - The righteous Lord can now come down 


© the median in ger. fe debe through 
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| 3 peace,” he employs: the ſervices of As- 
ls, who not 25 ee and deſcended 4 
| 9: of men, du n 
commiſfioned wi gracious embithes, 0 
even — og ſont forth to maniſtr Fr them: who 
all be heirs'of Galvation®,” | 
| $4 F rel ATA b, 
| . ability eee 


an, important change took place in Jas 
N ae important change took place in Ja 


quiinted. with true religion, and poſſeſſed of right 
- ET Mayor a an be, we certainly ob· 
&rve._'a; greater conſiſtency of condut in him from 
that time ; and, whatever be had been before, it will 
appear, chat, from this ſolemn dedication of himſelf 
| RE ro; cond walked: 
: yn — is the Arciwe-devorld to” 
1 nec c re we to 
F 8 upon 
a relig life ?* Have'we given e ee 
| to Him, pe et tg 
hisown CEE 
our God??? 


; Then, like Jacob, we muſt maintain 2 

bd cenſtsney in his ways, and labour to fulfil our 
+ Le we But ah! do we 3 

| | in an external proſeſſion | 
dia most deceive themſelves Cn): 


| How numerous the tribe of farmaliſts and hypocrites, 
bal eatln are 8 ad et expreſs no 


5 — — — che ani e of | 
. ve meet with no 
3 err | *: ie eravelled.in ſafety, 
3 eter aims no dengan; ee 
|  ghe-very place he aimed at, where Laban, his mo- 
| ters brother, fo amp We cannot help remarking, 

that which may be thought trifling 
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and aceidental, frequently determine a man's conduct 
and 19 through the moſt important parts of hiv 
life. ...'Þ bus. it was with Jacob. His firſt meeting 
kind ſęrviaes in watering her father's locks, probably 


decilled his future fortune in that country. ond | 


ſeam, that his heart was.immediately attached to her, 


ang that his attention was recompenſed with a ſuit- 


able:return of affectiun. He was received by Laban 
with, great a of friendſhip and eſteem; but 
preſſive miſer, endeavoured onl 
tage of his Relation. Moſt reads therefore, he em · 
braced Jacob's propoſal to ſerve him for ſeven years, 


on condition-of obtaining his beloved Rachel towife, - 
The paſſion of Jacob was bonourable, and what he 
dd not ſtudy to conceal: and though the ſervitude, 


to which be had: bound himſelf, was moſt ſevere and 


| Dgorous, it was ſweetened by bis intercourſe: witin 


Rachel, and by 
wiſhes. 66 'The 


The conduct 


| uent 
Gſe 3 and it is wiſely ordered by the righteous..Go- 
vernar of all; that ſinners are ſeverely ſcourged for 
_ 1 we- * the very fame di 

which they have upon others. May we learn 
to be circumſpect * 1 


diſpoſition was that of a ſordid, op- 
to make an advan» 
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| SO R. N ſexen other 
5 was un but it is proba. il + 
witk him been 


5 E. that, had the original 

1 ho would never hve fought 
of his bod, beſides Rachel. Sure 4 | 

3 bog P. Fg * 3 is exam 

A we enough appear to 
Prove, that che . ever tend to introduce 
dvonfuſion and miſery into a family, and have the wort 
9 influence on the morals and diſpoſition che riſing 
generation. The motley brood, born to Jacob, ( ſome 

of them being moſt agnious) were *as thorns in his 
dees.“ The original appointment, chat two only 
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mould be qoined moſt favourable to 
. - domeſtic 8 and to the religious education of x 
- children. © + Wherefore one??? mi Hin" ne = - 


ene hay 
We attend not to the vexatious dent of Jacob 
i only, that, while for fourteen years 
dy Laban's ſordid : 
1 expoſed to che burning heat ofthe 
g rien gy ee the damps and chilling froſts of the 
. t;- be enjoyed not much comfort at home f. 
; While an increaſing . demanded his attention 
| nnd ſupport, en (rife diſtracted his little circle, 
and imbittered even his retired moments He' ws 
It 25 ner his ge favoured 
2 and it ſeems that der unreaſonable and 
| complaints, for à while at leaſt, ſoured bis 
5 Ah how onen does one angry 
1 . .amother; and a warmth of 


- 


for a moment, in- 


Terrupt the cloſeſt union, which may never ae be 
ft * aim with the | fame krmweks 8s before! 
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. only could 


lous manner. And it ſhould: p 
was ſuggeſted to bim by immediate neyelation;-/and 8 + 
in this view, the Patriarch. acted only infaith;, depend- 


| | TELE) een? a 2 7 M7. 
before . Atilength;be had a for by Rachel : but - 
8 dis ſervitude, under ſuch an exactor as La- 
74 ary. gunner » irkfome 3 and no ſooner 
n pired, than he deſired to be 
2 r eee for 
N Han d the covetous diſpoſition 

be procentbrobrokry that his flocks and herds had 
proſpered exceedingly, under the care of Jacob, 
as conſtrained to ribe it, gat 8 faithful · 
els, hut to the bleſſing of God upon He, there- 
2 requeſted, his continuance 5 and it was 
them, that all the cattle; which ſhould be 
of a peculiar deſcription, ſhould be Jacob's 
E It cu expected clearly, ' thas' theſe would 

ingonſidetable in number; bats very ſoon-the chief 
"increaſe Man ih Jacob's fivour, and. Labaws ſtock 
- was hoth; ditminiſhed- and: of a ſeebler kind. 


7 „ tint wheres inion ſhould he formed 


frond in — which he made 
| Ae e condemned: ag; treacherous. and 
diſhoneſt, But it may be replied, that no naturat 
iples vill account for the ſucceſs of his ſcheme. 


therefore. Jacob's riches, were mor him in a mitacu · 


zung on the divine promiſe: ingly,. to- God he 


neut aſcribed. the praiſs ®,—Shall; nod we likewiſe 


alloy that The Lord maketh poor, and-maketh- 


ich and that He has various ways, in his provi- 


pede 2dmonjtion. to thoſe, who have the largeſt. 


W 1 down- one and. ſetting: up anos | 


this kindare ſo frequent, as to be 


polleſhons,. not to be ag rages. and to encou- 


make it efficacious ;; and N 
alſo; that the plawW 
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IN role ao comin n 
1 | to diſpoſe of. us, 'truſti prayiig, me 
3 / would «feed us 9 Fe won Jane oy brct * 2 


Jacob became rich; and yet bis aral ache net | 
| ' removed, but rather increaſed. He wis' 3 


flighted by Ladar's family; and his-fireation vendered 
= e rave through rheir-ſurly: looks. and - 
474: ban, inte an ex | rela, 
2 4137394 | directed — 4 12 return to 
. miling to be with him, to bleſs and protect him. Still 
b be was afraid of Laban, who, he khew, would be werfe 
- to the propoſal, ee his removal. He, 
therefore wok the opportunii yof communicating the 
1 r While Laban was en. 
| at'a'diſtahce, and, baving obtained their con. 
t, he ſet forwards immediately, withiatthis proper. 
RP e ble; to-followe the guidabce 
9 and go to hi PR ns Top. 0 
One circumſtance. and grieves us. 
| beloved Rachet is ſaid to have: ſtoſen n 
It is not difficult to , for what purpoſereſe 
were introduced by faiher, or takbn away Þy the 
daughter; 'A-reaſon muſt be given, which will Nh be 
© favourable to the character of either. But it may ſerve 
to ſhew, why it became expedient to remove 3 
and his ſumily ſrom the place, where: e e 
1 ground, and his neareſt relations were aſreaum 
| d — Lon God” ft 
| ca we ap 11 1 rey ſu 
| bim t be expoſed to the moroſeheſs | of Aer 
Laban and his ſons, that he might be the mort 
ben l. ſituation, which, though -<} more was . 
rous to the intereſts of true religion 
5 8 here, for the preſent, we pauſe. But — dive 
| AG the.preceding hiſtory? Jacob, the heir 
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afflictions. Others bend 00 tbe 


with many and ſore 
ſome moſt diſtreſſin trials; obliged to fly from his 


father's houſe, like a v abond or a criminal; for 
"fourteen years in a ſtate of fervicudez—for 5 


though proſperi in outward circumſtances, 
; * his other we ow rl i 


"his own family, and infiſlted by 
und then, at laſt, conpelled to ſteal away i in + ora to 
evade the craft or the viotence of Laban.” Thus Ja- 
cob was admoniſhed to ſeek his happineſd above. And 
| ave not we, alſo, enough fo remiud us; chat Khere 

we have no eontinuing city?” We migbt be 
to take up our reſt in this world; and forget dur ſtu- 
ation and character, as ſtrangers and —— . 
ene ealamity upon another is ſent to weary out | 
om preſent-things, and dd call away 
E e Hie ye, and depart, fbr this. 
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cee, 7 You «il e that your-plany, 


le complete tischen upon earth are 
ou perceive the divine wiſdom and 3 
our ſevereſt difappointments. They ate cal. 


and enjoyments, and to make you long to be af hom, 
where your Father is. Thither direct your eager 
ſteps; nor fear x happy iſſue; The God, "who way 


che guide and defence of Jacob, win be with you in 


te way, by which you go, aud „ will not leate 1 
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"Rk, WO: from en: os with . 
= by. Eſau: with, the, utmoſt - kindneſs —+ſettl-d at 
\ Saccath—removed to Bethel, and there had a freſp re- 
| _  meiation-rhuried Rochel, and tial to "ld 
ook bl: mourned for bim —ſent his ſons into E 

: xd of 9 9 and eee ee * 
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conſideration, had various removals from one 


[1 another, during his ſtate of mage; 
5 - but, in but, foal the changes of bis life, the fs 
i | themary of God towards him were moſt conſpicu- 
| deus. Expoſed to many dangers, oppreſſed, infulted, 
| parkeguian by furious 8 yet he was ſaſe un- 
der the protection of an almighty mea Though he 
| was driven from kingdom to * his motions 
were all ordered by -anerring wiſdom. He was 
1 preſerved, ànd * by the God of 
ven, who ſtood. engaged by ſolemn covenant, ne- 
ver to leave him nor forſake him. Let us remem- 
ber, that our happineſs depends not upon the place, 
e we dwell, or upon any external circumſtances, 
* f we be favgured with the divine preſence, it is com- 
8 ively of little conſequence, what ſituation way 
de appointed for us, in what town, or even in what 


1 2. 
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mtion, we may take up our abode. We know, who 
hath ſaid, « I will fet my ſanctuary in the midſt of 
them; — I wilt dwell in 1 in them®,”” 

* W: have followed Jacob as an ext rom his father's 
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avaricious man, and: charging him to do no injury to 


family to in the Aden land of eee e 
2 J ſor many 1 as, a hired 


Sang and afterwards, * 3 in goode, | 


ſo crue e elations, that he was 


olpeRts of further gain, to 
£28 ah luw wit ig eee aged parent in Canaan. RE. 


are 1 gh mpan — upon his return, 262 fu 
tive inde g's anne with a numerous houſ- 
and a large train of attendants z, which was *. 
condition very agen to that,, wherein. he had fled 


from home. He ſtole away from Laban, not ungene— 
touſiy, but compelled by the cruel uſage of that covet- | 
ous and oppreffive. kink „Aa this long and. peri- 


ſous Journeys, our Patriarcb, though. the immediate 


cafe of. Heaven, had ſome e trials to en - 
| er. Neuer had he more occaſion for the exer- 
dite of faith; and never did he prove the value and. 


N ee ee e eee f 
Laban purſu 


him; Eſau, was advancing to meet 
him; both intent on his deſtruction; yet neither of 


them was permitted to hurt him. Both were on te 


pe point of executing their purpoſe z and both were 


vented, pf immediate interpoſition.oh God in 


favqur. Iſrael therefore ay, * I& it- had nat: 


been the Lord, who was on our ſide,, when men toſe 
up againſt us; then they had ſwallowed us up quick, 


when their wrath. was kiadled againſt us .“ 


To reſtrain the fury of Laban,. who had folldwed: 7 
him with the deſign, if not to offer violence to his 


perſon, at leaſt to plunder. him oft all his ſubſtance, the 
Lord appeaftd in a dream, rebuking that unjuſt and 


Jacob. An interview took place, in which we ob- 
ſerve the Patriarch, with all that ſimplicity and mag · 
nanimity which'a conſciouſneſs of integrity will in- 


ſpire, defending his own La and conduct, bd 
e Faber. 15 b. toes. XXII. 23, K. 


7 + 1 4 5 75 os g 
ad 4 b 5 . 
x | > 
ww +a <4 2 N w © 8 


+83 n a * 0 
2 La * 1 12 MA | 


9 
F = 
1 
N - 
* 
: 
= 
- . 4 

- 

ee ͤB‚⁊̃ꝗ ò r — OOO — —˙O A 


* vi Prarie 72rd 


\.-A 


br 7 What is y Git?” Laban's Teheme was 
e ee r that ſeaſon, his heart was 
. 75 that à compact of amity 
might be =_ * — them, to which Jacob readily 
. conſented, and thereby teſtified the meek and 
"diſpoſition of his mind. We are pleaſtd t the 
E iſſuing in 4 friendly entertainment, 10 


dies pledging their Falth, 25 — of 
ligious rites, 5 promiſing he he en all Hol: 
die att each op 
- Reſcued from this peril — Joe 
his journey; ard by — 127 — 
Bis = and to re ig ſucceeding tals) a 
hoſt pt. rok to bim. Thoſe miniſters 
_ ing ſpirits,” we appteherid; were ſent from heaven, 
pe urpoſe to aſſure bim of the divine ſupport; and of 


_ - ſach fupport he then ſtood in eſpecial Another 


and more formidable difficulty awaited in The 
drend of his brother's anger Killed him with perplexity, 
Alas! bow ſoon'do we forget paſt —— How 
won are” we dejected at the approach of every new 
danger! Tet Jacob's conduct upon that occaſion diſ. 
tovcted both prudence and piety. When he drew 
near to the poſſeſſions of Eſau, he ſent meſſengers 
| before him, in order to announce his coming, and thus 
to procure a favourable reception. He had flat- 


'tered himſelf, doubtleſs, that the ancient quatrel was 


forgotten; but was then informed, that Eſau was ad- 
 yancing againſt him with an armed body of four hun- 
dred met. The intelligence, which was truly alarm- 
ing, excited in Jacob the utmoſt conſternation. He 
|  trembled for himſelf,—for his wives and his children, 
— eſpecially for his beloved Rachel and her favourite 
== What was to be done ? To oppoſe force 
ree was imprafticable in his ſituation. But pru- 
dental means, and thoſe to which Jacob's hrs 
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aflitions make us feel the unſpeakable value of this 


ivilege,” and increaſe our ferv in prayer. Fus 
der the dread: ef his beodher, eried wigs = 
to Heaven, with deep humiliation and wich livel 


faith; urging his petitions for deliverance withi pleas: 
derived from the and the p 
mercies'of God. It ſhould ſeem, that Jacob ſpent a 


configerable part of che night, previous to-bis meet 


ing Eſau, in earneſt ſupplicatjon, and reccivediin in- 
mediate and abundant fecompenſ qa. 


A very ſingular circumftanee is deſcribed; which, | 


in the ſimple narration of the fact, may appear dark. 


and myſterious; but © much at leaſt will be cleave. - 


and indifputable, as may ſerve to enc our moſh 


importunate application to God, and an unſhakets. 


truſt in Him.“ Jacob was left alone, having | 
the whole of his family before him, that with» leſs in- 


dhe might ſeek help and comfort; from 


above: and there wreſtled. a man with<him; untib 


the breaking of the day.” We are led to-enquire,. 


Who was the perſon.z. and what the nature, purpoſe}. 


and iſſue of the conteſt? It was One imh thafes. 
but of a rank ſuperior ts our ſpecies, wo came as 1 1 


adverſary to Jacob, while he was praying to be deſi 


vered from his brother's fury. It was an Angel be 
great Angel wen who frequently manic 


— 


treſs, but to the throne of grace? There i bis laſt! 
bis beſt reſource ; and there alone are ſecurity and 
conſolation to be "found. It is obſervable alſo,” ht 


ty the promiſes, and the palf 
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foſted bimſelf to dis ancient ſaints · in the If 
partaker of our fleſh: and the Patriarch —— 
pereeived it was no other than «The Lord from hea- | 
ven; for be. ſaid;"<L-have ſeen Gon face to face.“ 
1 1 n ſtood to oppoſe his ſervant, as it 
| are. hits entrance into Canzaa 3 but im gra- 

cCeious condeſcenſion he ſuffered Jacob to contend with 
dim, and put ſtrengih into him to maintain the con- 

dei, ad event prevail.+ The victory w yielded; 

$53 dar the canquerot was to feel and to ramem 

Ter his dum weakneſs; By à touch of the Angel, 

| Tien was out of joint and ſo it continued, 

in order that it might be a ſtanding memorial of the 
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& 8 «I will not k 
| in mee” 


bis prevalency with ee eee | 
| gel) ſhall de called no more Jacob, but IsxAEI; for 
1 CC 
and haſt prevailed. And he bleſſed him there.“ 

| Struck with the amazing grace of the divine Viſitant, 
tze Patriarch expreſſed his gratitude, and commemo—-—- 

rated the kindneſs he hid experienced. in that night; 

ll whilſt hecalled the place by a ſignificant title;/Pzw1- 
ll _, 8Lz «For (faid be) I haze ſeen God face to face, 
"| du my life is preſerved.” 1 | 
EL The ſituation of Jacob may lead us a ptohable 

re, reſpectin * of this very ſingu- 

ir decurrence. Sox Len intended to nt to 

| «the appr vaching of his brother Eſau, 
uch let him w. terror; but, by the iſſue of his 


Ra ngel, he was taught to expect, that 
would, W grin ha go . 


ſeem to wr 
_ -and\« no good 


& an in . — A1 his N 
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yea, he had 
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—— 
| himſelf has taught us, « That men ought-always 
eee eee We ſhall not, indeed, be 
for our much ſpenking, yet thoſe only, will 
obtain the who ſo aſk it, as to prove that they 
moſt cordiall it, and who, by a holy violence, 
it out of the hands of God 1. He will 
ſuffer himſelf to be overcome by his praying people, . 
thing will he with-hold from them 5. 
DS nap eee SE 
x their extremity is, the more power 
— — be manifeſted in their ſupport and deliver- 
ance; and, ere long, they ſhall be be Cite 
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Divine ions have a happy tendency to pre- 
the ſoul for trials, and inſpire it with courage ta 


reſiſt . then had Jacob to 
fear from man, favoured as he was with repeated and 
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drew near, and bowed himſelf ſeven; times 

dime, Tus effect wus ſuch as he deſired :- his prayers. 
were answered. The ſtorm, he had ſo much dreaded, 

blown over, and la delighiful calm ſuc- 

 _ cceded.* Inflead of a fierce: or bloody conflict, we 
let mel —————— | 


7 — Tokens 


EEE of mutual Reged were exchanged hore ham 3 and 


1940 opt wo were and lo -e. 
ingular event. ever was there a more 

et pee lth truth of Solomen's _ obſervation, 

| anſwer turneth away wrath +.” May we 
* is for our on fake; if not for that of others, to. 

© overcome evil with e. 
"But in Jacob's deliverance from-Efauand: Gann, 
. the two furfeus adverſaries, who were coming againſt 
2 we are conſtrained to acknowledge the divine 
'  interpoſition. ' # The Lord God omnipotent reign- 
eth“ and exercifeth a ſtrong influence; even over 

thoſe who obſtinately refuſe fobmiſion.. They caſt off 
their obedience to ra and yet they fulfil his pur 
* r N ee eee | 


15 Cen- „. + r 1%. * Row: all 2 
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. band er the Lord, as the rivers 


ſelves to his care, 
ſubj68.” TR any 25 | 
Jeb t, they © know not what to 4643" W 5 
whom "ſerve, can inſtantly | 


> beſet them, and, like 


| their off idable oppoſers, 
94 friends. When 4 mans ways" 


He inaketh eren bis enemies te de at 4 


„ eit 98 2 2 +4: $173 7.1! Fs * | 
9 1 


13 1 l 892 


Fuscock, and bought à field at Shechem, where alte 
he erected an altar, in order to teſtify his Erstitude +6 


that God who bad preſerved him, and te call de at- 


tention of the idolatrous people around him to true 


religion. In this place, — the Patriarch in. 


dulged the pleaſing hope of obtaining a fired abode 


_ after his weariſome journies,and 


when, it may be, we are but juſt entering vn the con- 
fict. We are defirous to gain an eftabliſhed reſi 
dence, and conſider ourſelyes at home, where we ate 
but ſojourners for a ſhort ſeaſon, and where we _ 
find no reſt for the ſole of our foot. 


How bon were Jacob's propos clouded! Inſtead 
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He türnech it vever be wills,” 
Cir, fon ina 9 25 us with revererite and 
5 E124 jy at” ' whoſe entire 
diſpoſal we ate, T committed them- 


from the 
or vert: hb _ ; | 


with 


.- owl} ofeffions of benevolence: and Jacob, havin 
di e Hand of Canaan, | . 7 
for hinmefk and his family. '''He'bui hich an ee 


tofee an en 
ol his troubles.— Alas] we are all prone” to fläxter 
_ ourſelves, in a time of eaſe, that our trials are over, 
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therefore, to preſerye him * the violent. 


eee 


| aſſaults, which the Canaanites would have made upon 


him, He commanded bim to remove. to Bethel, the 


| © -jpery-lace, where he had been firſt favoured with the 


revelations of God, in ns y ofhis extremity f. The 
. 


e 1e. e « Ty ice. 


yen all the | 


is 3 Jacch 


ey ſhall i 
r againſt, me, 42 5 00 i 


Rom non Ser 
125 might for a..wh1 to 10 
7 and «ſtagger through unbeſi e M But we {Al N 
red juſt ground for his alarm, oircui{tanced 5 
2 9 eny oy IT, Bug bg dale e to the 
vine in be and his family were 
entirel cut off. The Lord was bis guide and de- 


nſtantly prepared me 
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to ſeal our vows before the to put away 8 
of our doings,” and to & walk car books with 


ſect heart: \For hoy ſhall the HalyOneof Is 2 | 
ee 2 iniquity in our tents H Immedi- 


atel + himſelf to purge his family 
9 y 8 ſcems, had crept in among 
them: and while, with uprightneſs of mind and unt 


communications with 1 


| 2 T5 
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a moſt gracious anſwer. Former promiſes were con 
firmed; ey the everlaſting Covenant was ag de- 
clared to be eſtabliſhed in him and in his ſeed... This: 


appears moſt amiable. We. cannot but 
him the cleareſt marks of warmeſt eee 
fervent piety towards God. Hence the altar was built, 
and inſcribed: to the God of Bethel; hence a monu- 
mental pillar, to-perpetuate the tranſition, was erect- 
ed; and other religious rites were performed. . 
Are not wu 'alfo under the bi heſ obligations to 
beck the Lord? We expe not, indeed, the fame kind 
of immediate revelations. from bim; nor are they 
needed. But in a mportant ſenſe, He will be 


found. of them 8 him. Where, then, is the | 15 


place, which. has witneſſed our yows to him, or inter- 
courſe with him? Is there no Bethel, to which we can 
refer, where the Lord has bleſſed us, and where we 
have ſet up a pillax ſor his name? 3. þ 
NG Wo mentioned the danges of Jacob's being purſued 
y the enraged Canaanites.. It appears, that they had 
formed ſome deſign of violence againſt him, hy were 
reſtrained, by a ſecret influence upon their i | 
from carrying it into execution. TR TERROR or 
GSop was upon the cities that were round about eo 
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Canan. But, woen. or in Covenant with God, and 

_ eonduAed Im ſaſety under His protection, he met new 
Uficilcies in alwoft every new ſitbatien. As be tra- 
ee en Bethel; Rachel, his moſt beloved: 
Dea fuddehly taken fem bim, und“ in ſuch eireum- 
mes us Mu dase grenely s 
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fl Watt means to defend them; own pep em re 


wurd means ure uſed, in an but moſt power. 
fuß münner be walds off aſſaults from them, anv/pleads 


gerte the Lord thy Maker, — and ha 

. of the 
bs 5 whe e Es „ 

removed from place to place in e man of 


vate his Viſtreſs, 
Swe breughe ferth Benjamin, and expired. Soon after- 


vue de fuffered ertrome) ythrough: the baſe behaviour 
Neuen, bis rk born, who defiled'the bed, MY 


| þ ments 


"inceſt "with Bilbah the wife, of his own 


imbitter the ſweeteſt comforts It is not 


currences may 


muſt arrive, ind brealc the ties of the cloſeſt” union. 


' Years, before 5 — the ghoſt;” and the painful 
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he uncheunnefs ao of Judah, is mürriage 
| — py . woman, unc his unvathtal' con- 
dectiou with his own daughter-in-law, muſt have been 
deyend meaſure aMiAive to the pious parent . — Ab! 

| What athetkered feene is human life? How many oe. 
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to ſay, whether our ſharpeſt trials ariſe from the | 
dear and valuable friends, or from the perverſe. 
| 28 and miſconduct of thoſe, ho are left behind. 
Qur Patriarch came at length to Tſazc, his — "i 
bie fire; who was ſtill living; 'and, it ſhould ſeem, they 
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We: ,perctived the go 
much afl icted, on accvunt of the 
had witneſſed in his own offs Pe 


lowed that trials of this natore ae peuuliarly- 
ing. We are haſtening v others of Jike: ſore, which 
{than al) he had "before met 
with, and almoſt oe ſuperiov to his And 
— be attributed much of the following 
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12 This could ive but ſtrike Potipbar's 
obſervation, who ſoon Sound his advantage in — 
ſervice, and. therefore raiſed him to a agen yolk 
made him ſteward over all his houſhold, -and com- 
mitted all his affairs, without reſerve, to his care 
and management; and 4 the Lord e en hg 
n ba for Joſeph's ſake -. 

. This-is a ſuitable occaſion for * that be 
1 loweſt ſituation, and the moſt ſervile 
are not to be thought contemptible 3 en 
bigbly honourable, the Lord may be 
them, and ſome of the moſt excellent characters have 
been appointed to them. Nor let us ſuppoſe, that to 
de reduced to poor circumſtances, 1 

to be miſerable. Perhaps Joſeph ex more 
renal happineſs in his attendance upon Potiphar, than 
under the indu ee ami ne We know, at 
leaſt, that the s preſence alone can render any 
place truly comfortable to us, and this was moſt emi- 
vently vouchſafed to Joſeph, while he was @ ſervant. 

It is this, which conſtitutes the felicity of heaven, and 
thoſe, who are favoured with a meaſure of it upon 
earth, ought not to complain thine they are mean 
GY pap mod a to the will of ON eule 
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But-while the before us 
thoſe, abi cl fore v7 reno 
| r eu Doubtieſs they ſuffer peculiar trials; 


"ro edn ce bet of , and pro- 


bk ——_— their principles to others, in the moſt 
forcible manner. But, in this reſpeR, their actions will 


have a er influence than their words; and che 


excellence of their religion will beſt appear by the 
2 of their conduct. Let them diſcover the 


neſs and integrity as Joſeph, and ĩt will ve 


rr They 
will be honoured and valued ; and even men of the 
world, who deſpiſe all profeſſion of godlineſs, will find 
tit for their advantage, to have attendants, of this ind 
| them. We truſt, there are many, wWha thus 


the doctrine of God their Saviour.” | We - 
upon many = 


bas. e, the bleſfung of God is 
bouſes, entirely for the ſake of thoſe, who are em- 
played in the Joweſt offices. - Their fidelity and dili- 
gence will, of themſelves, do much, but their prayers 
2 to ſecure temporal ſucceſs to theit 


prove n pelt to-the families where they dwell. 7. 


i But Jet the moſt upright prepare their ſouls for | 
temptation, nor wonder if their characters be aſperſed, 
The Lord was with Joſeph; and yet be was en- 
poled to the ſtrongeſt ſolicitations to fan, and loaded 


commit his An eminent pattern of chaſtity is 


powerful 
_— 


| dern-akibleed. We we called to behold the 


/ 


who are poſſeſſed of genuine 


Ahl how different the caſe of thoſe ſer- 


Still it ſhould be remembered, that 
an ar HS Ir on wet opportunity of. ; 


the —_ with 4 
. eee 
33 — it wa a be in him 


2 Rand againſt continual fblicitations, howeres 
: — ** may reſiſt ſor a time. We 03 
to , and to fiy from that ſitu- 


our own t 
PE NN IIEns 9——799— 
2 1 even to parley with the enemy 

© him an advantage againſt us. Joſeph not 
— * liten to ber words, bat, as much as 


rough 3 confidence of their ownability! 
Fang venture 47% apr places and connections, in 
2 3 conftantly expofed to the molt ſevere 
Ing — apa of 3 
the conflict. though they may eſea „ | 
and another, at lengih thy con found n 
are wounded, and overcome. 4 that 
we run not into temptation. ene. 
The hiſtorian relates one violent onſet in particu- 
| tar, wherein Joſeph's chaſtity was aſſaulted. His 
_ miſtreſs, probably watching the opportunity, when ſhe 
- AN d obnined th convenient moment 


in the family, his reputation, his liberty, 
his lifey rather than give up his conſciences and 
2 5 'He-therefore lefe his rotten 
hand, and fed, and got him out.” b 4373y> 
| "We pat a while to: contemplate this-ingular exe. 
ample. To many, it is expected, the conduct of 
Jolaph will appear mean and ridiculous. There are 
. who 1 2 — laugh at all rehgidus 
ſcruples, as the bugbears of weak minds. But their 
 ſcorn'be to ves! While they plead for the 
2 and lawfulneſs of the vileſt gratification, as 


| y 2 
paar > nnd op” „„ 
was of ſuch an age, as is moſt liable to fall 


ic is miſtrek, Hr on-cyrrore 
5 


D 
even in excellent characters. Ah! how man _ 
been ſeduced by temptations: trifling to this | 
| bleſs God, who can preſerye his children, —— 
teſt as well as the leaſt dangers. We are in- 
however, that it will be neceſſary for us to 

be defended with good principles, that we may know 
what to anſwer, when we are folicited to ſin. Unleſs 


Tak | the 


It will not, we hope, be 


- 


| you, not only to watch againſt every 


* 
[| 
: * 
oy 


* Tron noon 0 
that it is in- 
cumbent on the young as welt as the old, to reſiſt 


every enticement. We are aware of that ſpirit of 


licentiouſneſs, which Which 
ever pleads for the gratification of our deſires, 
be the conſequences what they may, and ö 

ially, who are in the vigour of life and Rel 
ions u to believe that they have a right 
to ſollow the impulſe of luſt, and that the violence of 


temptation will be a ſufficient excuſe... But the ſcrip-: 


enemies, but, like Joſeph, to be afraid of liſtening to 
any entreaties, and therefore to turn away'your- 
ars from the ſeducer, and to fly from the place of 

| 3 g 44s 4, - 8 TS READS, 


816 ö — 4 wal © 3” Wa > Ser ERECT DET, 
8 5 bat, then, was the reward of his integrity ? Thie 
baſe and ſhameleſs woman, who had been his tempter, 
became his accuſer. Her luſt was ſucceeded by rage; 


and therefore to be avenged upon him, as well as to 


to commit the ver —— 
the garment be had left wir her, 


'  a$ a proof of her affertions. Her ſtory was credited; 


and, as from the very nature of the circumſtances, he 
could not diſprove the charge, he was obliged to lie 
under the imputation of a moſt heinous offence, and, 
as a vile criminal, was thrown into priſon. by his in- 
cenſed maſter. TS (Sn 2 2 This 


14 | 
D forms - "ooh. - 
(TE This was mot alive indeed. We 
bad begun to conceive! hopes, that his'troubles-were 
ended. But now the proſpect appears: darker than. 
ever ; and we are read ſay, as his bfethren did; 
What will become of bis dreams? We wilk not 
dwell on the mere bodily pain he endured in this ſtate 
of confinement, though we are told, that, for a time. 
at leaſt he ſuffered extremely in this reſpect. His 
feet they hurt wrich fetters: he was laid in iron 8.“ 
But more diſtreſſing than his chains were the unjuſt 
brought upon his character, and probably 
upon religion too on his account z'and yet he had no 
left to-vindicate his own-innocence. A ſituation 
this; peculiarly grievous to an-upright mind. But, 
perhaps, we are all too eager to wipe off the foul af- 
perſions, which: may. be maleyolently 2 — our 


good name. It requires much ſtrengt 
wait till God hint hal plead our conſe and Glogs 
— . — 5 our enemies. He will do it, if:we 
1 upon him: “ He will make our 
32 the light, and our juſt dealing 
. Sooner or later he will ſnew, on 
which fide truth lies; © and the rebuke of Hin cate 
ry: tomy mm pra pray op 12 78 
we go down wi into his ee 
finement, we ſhall find him, even there, ſupported. 
and comforted ; an object not ſo much of compaſſion, 
as of \envy. Our not on our out- 
ward Gruntion for the conſolations of God can diſpel 
+ The very chief of the apoltles, 
as _— companion, Silas, were beaten with 
hg ram thruſt into a' dungeon, and —— in 


the ſtocks ; but « at midnight 2 
praiſes to God 1. 89 u, 
« When, He quietneſs, who or a. 


n 22 porn e er e took 


| 5 ; ies + Pal weil. 6, 7. m. l. | 
4 1 7 55 | 


|; * 7 N N obſerving, 


_ 26s A | —— cuaticrans, = 
| «the Lord ws vim -Joleph,” 
d from his maſter's witty dif- 


thought, cure is enough 
| oro eto he hon rink 


| raiſes up friends for his own people, even inthe midit 
- of their moſt cruel enemies, and often conſtrains men 
of fierceſt tions to ſhew a ſingular kindneſs to- 
 wards{them. He does it in the courſe'of bis provi - 
y day; oat rant core hr ger, that | 


J s 


tought to aeride 


essen eee e TEES NC TIE 


oil ceive any anxiety to vin- 
_ dica any 9 of the 
daſe t | ved from his miſtreſs, 


Wy . 


uw 


mitted to the care of | Joſeph®. In the fame night, 


would have been eaſy for him to have done it. 
admire that humility, with which he ſubniũtted 
cauſe-with God, and waited patiently for the time af 
deliverance. We learn to apply to the fame incex- 
hauſtible ſource of all grace, that we alſo ma 
pared for every change of ſituation, and e 
22 ſs, for the honourable diſcharge of our 
3 Der For 


moſt elevated rank. At length an opportunity of» 
fered, which ſeemed, for a while at leaſt, to give him 
a proſpect of better times. Two of the king's 'fer= 
vants, the chief butler and the chief baker, who kid: 

offended their lord, were caſt into priſon, and com- 


theſe: two perſons dreamed each of them a dream, 
[ ical of their approaching ſentence, which Jo» - 
ph interpreted, declaring that in three days, the for- 
mer ſhould: be reſtored to his honourable place, and 
the latter doomed to an ignominious death. This 
2 occaſion for Jeteph to beſpeale th kind 
ces 


taught to ſaffer 
from dwelling 
, he did not "once 


"8 1# # * 
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of tae unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this houſe, «1 
For indeed I was ſtolen away out of the land of the 


_ Hebrews: b eee 1 
y ſhould put me into the dun ta: in 1 
| i 


1 4 
- there is no help®.” The expectations, which-Joſeph 1 
probably had formed from that quartery failed him, p 
was not the ſeaſon or ay of deliver- 4 
ance, though the circumſtance, here related, in the end o 

led to his advancement. . The divine wiſdom ſaw it : 
4 

| 


expedient, that his faith ſhould be further tried; and 
that he ſhould remain in . priſon two full years ; 
. In that interval, no 2 he had a 2 J 
conviction, that © Salvation © belongeth unto the l 
Tord. — Thus it pleaſes God to defeat our purpoſes, 4 
and to break our plans, that we may maintain a more 7 
| firm» and fimple- dependence-ypan, Him. He H | + 
make us willing to Jeave the diſpoſal of ourſelves, and 
of our All to him, and to ſubmit to his determination 
25 n well 1 che e fulfilling, bis own | 
omes. 
Adifferent ſcene will Wee us, nnd we ſhall 
view this Fa neglected priſoner exalted to a ftate of 
S hi worldly grandeur. But for the _ 
us | 
1. That many of God's deareſt children may be 
che greateſt ſufferers, Neither is outward-profp ar 
any mark of the Lord's favour, nor are the ſevereſt 
trials any 1 — 8 have beheld 
oſeph, a pious,” am r 
þ hated by his 1 their 
cruelty, baniſhed — his father's 2 Id 28 2 
Cave in a foreign land, — diſmiſſed from his maſter't 
| ſyrvice with loaded with chains as a vile 


. Pl ed 3 1 m. 1. 
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* 


* 
4 : 
* 

* 


mmalefaddor, 


Pad . 


probs of his kindneſs, and that, by theſe very allie- 


L "444544 een. & 211 
maleſactor, nor reſtored to his liberty, till thirteen to- 
dious years had elapſed, from the time that he lefthisna- 
tive eountry. Ia ſuch a ſituation, who, would not have 


uded, * The Lord bath forſaken or forgotten 


me? Unbelief would have ſuggeſted to us, 4 1 
have cleanſed my — 2 2 it has ap- 
peared, that Joſeph was the object s eonſtant 
| iar care that he received from him ſingular 


— 
5 


tive diſpenſations, he was prepared for future great- 
neſs, and even his promiſed exaltation brought about. 
Shall we ſay, that this was an uncommon cale? Is it 
not, rather, the uſual method of the divine providence? 
We remember it is written, That we muſt through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God, 
and that pur affliction, (heavy and long as it ma 
.ſeem}) is light and but for a moment, and worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
gory . We perceive alſo, r A | 35 A. | 
2. That the judgments of God, which are all or- 
- dered in-wildom, and are, like Himſelf, „ holy, juſt, 
and good, are yet very myſterious to us. We ſee but 
rey little of the deſigns of his government, and that 
little, darkly. We muſt wait till the conſummation 
of all things, in order to form any conſiſtent opinion: 
and then how amazing will the plan appear, when the 
whole ſhall be laid before us . e 
In the caſe of Joſeph, it has pleaſed God to diſcover 
bis oun purpoſe, and the very remarkable fteps, by 
which that pu was effected. His aim, from the 
beginning, was to exalt Joſeph ; and this would have 
been eaſy for Him in a thoufind ways. But he chooſes, 
for the diſplay of his own glory, to make the very op- 
poſition of his enemies the means of accompliſhing his 
will; and thus he proves, that “there is no wi 
nor underſtanding, nor counſel againſt the Lord 1. 
| We re hereby alſo inſtruQted, that watters of the 


= 
Lu 
99 


— 
© 


eee, ten. 1 Prove 4 0. 


higheſt 


212 depron CHARACTERS. | 

L importance both to ourſelves and to all the 
e their rife from eircumſtances, which 

"at OG firſt appear of the ſmalleſt moment. What a 


chain of events do we behold in this hi ory, wonder. 


fully connected together, and 'necefla 
re th on another, and leading to an iſſue of the 
2 magnitude! Had not Joſeph 
d he not © adetdty told his dreams; had he not 

_ "viſited: his brethren';—had not Reuben and Judah 
given the advice they did ;—had not the Iſhmaelites 
by at the very time, — bought And cat- 
ried him into Egypt; — had he not been ſold to Poti - 
5 1 by his miftreſs,—caſt into priſon ;— 
. not the priſoners, and Pharaoh' alſo, dreamed, — 
Joſeph would not have attained to his very hi 1 
"altation. Theſe preceding diſpenſations, - 
were the appointed means a raiſing bim & the gs 
vernment of 4 very powerful nation,.—of preſerving 
chat whole th and many others likewi 
exiting Þy ne,—of ſupporting the fümih 
acob in L ne, of thus continuing the line, 


om which it was decreed that the Saviour of the 


World ſhould come, —and, therefore, of acc 
the Redemption of mankind. On ſuch apparen 
trifling and caſual circumſtances our 1 
and ſafety, our life and our falvation itſelf depend. 


ü let us truſt and praiſe the Lord God of Iſtael, « who | 
E doeth wondrous things,” and to him let us 
Tao Ou commit the keeping of our ſouls, beſcech- 
W that all events may tend to bring us nearer 
to 


FFT 7 


rs 


of 


2 SESEEFESERESTESES So 


* 
- . * 
„een: een. its 
TS... AS N 2 . 4 " * 1 8 * 3 A * . 1 1 
D* ff gt: #' {SS LLC EL GELS LS — r 
1 * . 
: . 4 J7 b bs ha ' 
: 1654197 en 1 * 1 * 4145 3 & Sa 4 6 ' F | 3 
" * 2 — * © pa * 
N A F*? 1 1 1 . 2 I. 1 : * #57; #7; . . * 1271 
x > &« 2 2 * 
3 0 8 E Pp 1. Siebe 
r >a. 26 4.4.68 4.915 Bir C = 
1 4 4 
_ 7 „ 1 5 4 1 * * ” 4 o * 
4 ö * E 8 , 4 X 4 


2 WAY rnb 44 47 1 * 11495 en tei tone 
Ut Eel een. et nt nn ea 
"pits 289 \ OE 1 7) F | 10 ws 4 * . 
N TI ** "of 
Toeph interpreted Phrases 3 gover- 
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e eee pentaive of- Grd} bats" 
in his providence-and grace, we have obſeryed that 
thisis the invariable rule of his conduQ, '« Whom he 
loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom 
he receivetir . Perhaps we may . a ſtep ſar- 


ther; and Tay; that thoſe, whom be deſigns to exalt to". 


higheſt honour, and to employ in the moſt eminent” 
ſervices, ' he: firſt proves and quis by ſome ſingular” 
and very ſevere afflictions. We have ſeen one of the 
moſt exceltent- characters, for a long time haraſſed 
"i 8 a Artes name _ and we are” 
ght, that, during L thoſe years of trial; he was not 
— intended for a proſperous and elevated condition, 
but in a ſtate of preparation for it. In due ſeaſon he 
obtained deliverance from his bondage; and in him 
was that gracious promiſe fulfilled, © He ſhall call 
upon me, and I will anſwer him: I will be with him 
n ; P eee Was, and honour 217 te 9 
1 140% 05744" f * 
* Heb. _ 6. 4 pft. uy Ar 
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affiſtance. But, though the chief butler forgat J 
' the God of heaven looked upon him with r egard, and, 
in a ſurpriſing way, effected the grand whas. 4 of his 
_exaltation. I he mind of Pharaoh w. was much diſturbed 
by a dream, which all the wiſe men in his kingdom 
were unable to explain ®, On this occaſion, the chief 
butler remembered his i tude, and recommended 
Joſeph to 8 for M dif. 

covered in the interpretation of dreams. 

Hebrew, therefore, was ſent far, in great hafte, —— 
the place of his confinement, and, changing his 
Women garments, he ſtood in the preſence of Pharaoh; 
ht aſk, conſidering the nature of his educa- 
2 there any thing ſo remarkable in his un- 


* 


| 
ae But we obſerve, that . God hath choſen 
he ali things of the world to confound the wile.” 
- He determined, therefore, to ſhew the folly of the ma- 
gicians of Egypt, and the vanity of their pretences, 
| and at the ame time, by means of this ſimple youth, 
! | to make known himſelf as the God of providence, who 
g foreſees and . Let us learn 
I aſcribe glory to Him. 

| Wich what humility, and yet with e 
| . dignity, did Joſeph appear before the king ! He ſought 


| not favour by mean fl or ſubmiſſion, nor was he 
= 2 to confeſs, that he was the ſervant of the liv- 
! ng God, and that he depended upon Him for direction 
| > Dy rk matter. When it was intimated, that he could 
f ; underſtand a dream to interpret it, he replied, It is 
* not in me: God ſhall give Pharaoh an anſwer of 


0 | peace. May the ſame mind be in all thoſe, who are 


** wich any eminent gifts ! Inſtead of arrogatly 
4 7h -* Gene al. 1g es 


* . - 


_ | Joſeph, while a priſoner in Egypt, was 
S e 
1715. fm he Had formed ſome ions of 


or abilities, as to engage the attention of 
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* 
bee er priſe can receive nothing except it be 
given him from heaven , and ſay therefore, Not 
Elo us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name 
gre-glory +!” 4 
The dream T bye pe ince, and immedi 
ately interpreted oſeph, who declared that 
ted thus thewed to Pharaoh what ** 
Under two different emblems, by of 
ſeven fat and ſeven lean kine, * by the like num 
ber of and bad ears of corn, the king had been 
in his ſleep, that ſeven years of remarkable 
plenty would be eee by an equal period of moſt 
[res famine. Tt „ 
im, to appoint a governor over 
ſhould provide for the approaching ſcarcity, by laing 
ſores in the preceding ſeaſons of great fruitfulneſs. 
The counlel wes ws and it was confeſſed that 
— — inen him only by the Spüle 
given him pirit- 
of the living - prong AY — Fro 
the man, ne inſpiration, | 
reſted the advice, ſhould be fixed upon to carry it 
into execution; and, for this purpoſe,” ers pig 
immediately inveſted with the higheſt dignity in the 
ſtate, and — power to all che 
affairs of the government 3 «to bind even princes at 
his pleaſure, and to teach the ſenators wiſdom t.“ 
« See,” ſaid ſaid Phataoh, « ] have ſet thee over all the 
land of Egypt : Thou ſhalt be over my houſe, and 
2 — \ thy word ſhall all my people be ruled: 
22222 Ibo gems 1 thou. 
— of Pharaoh may be as an ex- 
Pal rang uo hen Let them from an 
heathen-ruler, that it is the ſoundeſt policy to 
mote. ſuch. perſons > honour, 2 weeding Rabies! 
ne appear $9 be endued with 2 If ke 


8 John i #7. + . 1 Pal. ev. 22. 
: ouſneſs 
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BELTS ſs exact > nation,” the public-welfare will be 
wol ſecure under the of thoſe, who, be- 


) 

3 

dns deroted to che feat of God, will-exert themſelves i 
ut ie ſupport and advancement of true religion, and 1 
WL 55 enen = h 
{ 


_-  » If now we adyert to Joſeph, we ſhall behold him 
Vid afl the enſigus of royalty itſelf, adorned with 
Fharach's ring, with fine raiment, and a gold chain, 

. .-  Exprefliveof dignity, and riding in his chariot of ſtate, : 
 whiletheycried before him, © Bow the knee.” — What 5 
a change is here] and how ſuddenly effected] We 4 
| 


** ” . 


. aun conſtreined to acknowledge, 4 This was the , 

| 5 Tad de To Him we muſt aſcribe the dream, 4 
Welles interpretation, which was the cauſe of 1 

|. this exaltation. How great is his power, who can [ 
6 he hearts af all men, whitherſoever he pleaſeth! W +» 

| | oY firm his promiſe; how unchangeable his love 1 
. Fi r 2 who fear him]! «-He-raiſeth the poor e 
6 By. : 

| E vo: 1 
238 1 
1 | 
3 
* , «4 
$ 5 : o 
* 4 
1 
3 = ? 
[ not, but delivered him from fin: ſhe wentdown with M 
— dim into the pit, and left him not in bonds, till ſhe g 
9 brought him the ſceptre of the kingdom, and power 1 
15 againſt thoſe that him: as for them that had i 
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1 : 25 ſong Xelayed, and that he was expoſed, for fo many 
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dulgence? Noz we find him im 
ſtantly mindful of the important buſineſs, to which 
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yearg to the moſt injurious treatment and the fouleſt 
aſperſions? Itſhould be remembered, that the Lord 


is not accountable to us, whatever we, or any of his 
people, may ſuffer: Let: Him do, what ſeemeth _ 
him good.“ But we know our heavieſt afflictions 


oceed from his love. For as gold is tried in the 
fre, ſo are acceptable men in the furnace of adver- 


the moſt eminent ſaints, on account of the depravity 
advancement might have been fatal to him, had he 


not been prevĩiouſly prepared for it by a long courſe 
of ſuffering. © We ſhould have looked upon him 


with concern (ſays an admired writer) had we ſeen 


* 


Kill remaining in them. Ic is probable, that Joſeph's | 


him in bonds, and known his intfocence. But God, 


who had a far more indulgent ard tender compaſſion 


. \ * - 


ſity, and they muſt paſs through one furnace after U 
another, till their corruptions be purged away. 
There is a neceſſity, therefore, for the trials even of 


* e 
S. «-4 


for bim, left him in 4 condition, from which we 15 


. ſhould have delivered him *.* | „ 
More pleaſing to Joſeph, doubtleſs, than all the 


honours of his new ſituation, was the proſpect f 
extenſive uſefulneſs, which it afforded him. We 


turn our attention, therefore, to his conduct in this 


high department, and conſider of what kind was his 


adminiſtration of the government. Did he give into 


preferment the means of proc 


he was not only appointed by Pharaoh, but called by 


God himſelf. The duties of private life, alſo, had a 
ſhare in his regard; for, having married a perſon of 


diſtinguiſhed rank, he was bleſfed with a family. To 


his two children he affixed ſignificant names, expreſ- 
hye of his gratitude for what God had done for 


him. Fl 2168 3. mu 
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the ſenſual exceſſes of the Court, or make his great 
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* See this hittory beautifully Nuſtrated in Rollin's Beh. It. 
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But neither did his domeſtic comforts his 


chief concern: the truſt repoſed in him by the king, 
and the urgent neceflities of the people, demanded 


and engroſſed his continual attention. With an un- 


common diligence, and with the moſt difintereſted 
fidelity, he went throughout all the land of Egypt, 
preparing ſtore-houſes in every city, and depoſiting 
therein the veſt increaſe of corn during the time of 
plenty. At length the famine came, according to 
the prediction, and the utmoſt diſtreſs pervaded the 
Whole kingdom and all the neighbouring countries, 
Go to Joſeph,” - was the command of Pharaoh to 
all thoſe, who cried to him for relief: and by the pro- 
vident care of Joſeph, and his tender regard to their 
wants, their lives were preſerved W hat a pattern 
does this wiſe governor exhibit, to thoſe who ſtand in 
- the higheſt fituatioh! They are appointed to their 
' , * "place for the benefit of others, and, as ſtewards, are 
accountable for their conduct. Let them be willing, 
therefore, to forego their own profit and indulgence, 
that they may render themſelves of real uſe in the 
P 
. Years before The dearth; we have ſeen, was moſt ex- 
-— ,-Chrift, tenſive: EY effects were felt far 
„ 3797- and wide. But, upon this occaſion, the 
holy ſeriptures call our attention chiefly to one ſmall 


family, the houſe of Joſeph's father, the poſterity of 


Abraham, from which the promiſed Saviour was to 

' deſcend. The concerns of that little circle were of 

more conſequence in God's eſtimation, than thoſe of 

all the nations on the earth befide. A very minute 

and moſt intereſting account, therefore, is given us 

of their circumſtances: and here, the plan of this very 
' remarkable hiſtory is more cleatly unfolded to us. 


Jacob and his ſons partbok of the general diſtreſs, 


and ſought relief in Egypt“. The old man diſpatched 
ten of his children to purchaſe corn in that diſtant 
7 F Gen, all I, & 
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land; reſerving only Benjamin at home. Accord- 
ingly the ten brethren came, as all others were 
obliged to do, to make their petition to Joſeph, ac- 
knowledging his authority, and bowing, with lowlieſt 
reverence, at his feet, He obſerved them, and in- 
ſtantly recollected their perſons : for he ſaw them, as 
he had been accuſtomed to fee them in his father's. 
houſe; But he was unknown to them; for he had 
been ſeparated from them in early life, twenty years 
before, and now appeared in à very different habit and 
ſituation, with different language and manners ; not 
as the ſimple, unadorned Hebrew youth, whom they 
had ſold for a flave, but inveſted with all the enſigns 
of majeſty, as the lord of Egypt. Without any ſuſ- 
picion, therefore, they fell down before him, and ful- 
filled thoſe very dreams, which had raiſed their envious. - 
| indignation againſt him, and to prevent which they 


| had delivered him up to the Iſhmaelites, How blina 
are mortals to'futurity ! Who ſhall undertake to ſay, *_ 


what he ſhall be or do? How weak and fooliſh are 
_— wiſeſt counſels, when we attempt to fight againſt 


- There may be thoſe, who are ſurpriſed at the beha- 


, viour of - Joſeph towards his brethren, and 3 | 
to condemn it as moſt inconſiſtent with his gene 
reputation for meekneſs and benevolence. We will 
not ſuppoſe, that, however excellent, he was per- 
fectly blameleſs. Doubtleſs there were ſpots in by 
character, whether we may perceive them or no; and, 
upon a ſtrict examination of the ſcripture account, 
ſome perhaps may be diſcovered. We muſt diſap- 
ove of what is wrong, wherever it is found. But 

t us not be forward to cenſure, where the word of 


Bod does not.authorize us, and where much may be 


alleged in juſtification. It is allowed, that there is 
an appearance of cruelty in that part of his conduct, 
to which we now proceed; but we will maintain, that 
he was influenced ”—_ beſt principles, 


He | 
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who were come to ſee the nakedneſs of the land, and 


put them in ward for three days; after which he in- 


fdiſted, that one ſhould be detained in Egypt, as an 
hoſtage, while the others returned to bring their 
youngeſt brother, Their diſtreſs, upon this occaſion, 


was extreme: and now, in their affliction, their con- 


ſciences began to be awakened, which before, it 
ſhould ſeem, had been inſenſible. They recollected 
with great horror, what they had done to Joſeph, 
and confeſſed that they were juſtly puniſhed for their 
barbarous treatment of him. They ſaid one to ano- 
ther, (in the hearing of Joſeph, little ſuſpecting that 
he underſtood them) © We are verily guilty con- 
_  cerning our brother, in that we ſaw the anguiſh of 
his { when he beſought us; and we would not 


haar: therefore is this diſtreſs come upon us :—his 


. 


. ᷣĩ , . 
A ſtriking inſtance of the force of conſcience! 


4 Let ſinners fear and tremble before the tribunal of 


this judge. They may contrive to eſcape conviction 
for à while: but the time will come, perhaps even 
here, when, under the preſſure of ſome grievous ca- 
lamity, they ſhall ſtand arraigned at its bar, be con- 


rained to feel and acknowledge the juſtice of its 


charge, and be filled with confuſion and diſmay for 
_  _ thoſe very ſins, which they had ſeemed to have for- 
| gotten or made light of. Eſpecially, where there has 

been a e education, as in the caſe before us, 

paſt inſtructions and admoni: ons, which might ap- 

pear for a long ſeaſqn to be utterly loft, will be recol- 
and produce the ſtrongeſt impreſſions of terror 


upen the mind. ee eee ee 
TPhhis was a moſt affecting ſcene; more than the 


heart of Joſeph, with all his apparent ſeverity, could 
bear. He was obliged to withdraw from them, to 
give vent to his tears, that he might not betray his 
real character. He turned himſelf about from them 


and wept.” But as his deſign was not yet * | 


© 


* 


He affected, at the firſt,” to treat them as ſpies, 
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he reſumed his former auſterity, and took from them 
1 Simeon, and bound him before their eyes, requiring - - 
bim to be detained as a pledge for their return. They 
> were, however, diſmiſſed with great kindneſs : their 
aſſes were laden with corn: they were furniſhed with 3 
proviſions for their journey; and their money was Vs 
g privately reſtored. P F ed bet, BEERS 
* But are they ſuffered to depart without _ expla- 
| nation of the very ſtrange reception they had met 
} 


with ? Is no tender meſfage ſent from Joſeph to his 
aged father? And muſt the heart of the 25 old 
man be ſtill more deeply wounded - Bore lofs of Si- 
| meon, and the demand made for jamin — We 
apprehend, that, in the whole of this very — To 
deportment, Joſeph was actuated by the pureſt af-. 
| fection towards them all, He wiſhed to be aſſured of 
the repentance of thoſe, who had conſpired againſt 
him; and his trial of them had, in part, anſwered 
the purpoſe, as it produced from them a confeſſion of 
| their guilt. He was alſo defirous to-ſ-e his venerable 
rent and his beloved brother Benjamin. But be 
could not deſert his ſituation: and if, at the firſt, he 
had diſcovered the whole of his hiſtory, in order to 
have invited them, the end might have been defeated. 

His brethren, to hide their own fin, would probably _ 
have concealed the matter from Jacob, and viſited < 
rt no more. To enſure their return, therefore, | 

and gradually to prepare the way for the tranſplanting. 

of all their reſpective families, Simeon was deine 4 
and Benjamin required. r 
We forbear to repeat the diſtreſs of Jacob; and 
the very great reluctance, with which he permitted 
Benjamin to leave him, when compelled the ſecond 
time by the famine to ſend his ſons into Egypt . 
Suffice it to ſay, chat Joſeph received them with the 
utmoſt kindneſs and affection. With the warmeſt 
expreſſions of regard, he enquired after-their welfare 
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his ſack's mouth, but alſo to 
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and that of their dear ſather; and when he had fixed 
his. eyes upon his younger brother Benjamin, his heart 


was overwhelmed with the ſtrongeſt emotions of love 


And joy; © and he ſought where to weep, and he en- 
/ tered into his chamber and wept there. After giving 
vent to his tender feelings, he appeared agai 


. 
. 


them, with all the dignity,of the lord of gypts 


; do to their utter aſtoni nt, he admitted them to 


down at a familiar entertainment with himſelf. 


Wbile they were eating and drinking in his preſence, 


he ſhewed reſpe& to them all, but paid a particular at- 


tention to Benjamin. 


Did he, then, 3 thatioccaGon make known 3 
No; 


ſelf to them? he determined, by another de- 


vice, to gain further proofs of their repentance, and 


of · their dutiful regard to their father. When they 


were ready to depart, he commanded the ſteward 


of his houſe, not. only to ſupply them plenti- 
Fully with corn, and to put every 

s hide 6 cup 
in Benjamin's ſack®, It is obvious, what his inten- 


tion was: he was thereby furniſhed with a pretence 
for delaying them; and, while Benjamin ſeemed to be 
convicted of diſhoneſty, and to have forfeited his li- 
berty, if not his life, they were all redueed to the 
deepeſt diſtreſs: and thus an opportunity was given, 


more clearly to diſcover the true ſtate of their 1 


Then Joſeph perceived, what he had earneſtly 


for, that their former barbarity of ſpirit was ſubdued, 


that they were ſtung with the keeneſt remorſe for 
their cruelty towards him, « kindly affectioned one to 


another with brotherly love,” and, as dutiful chil- 
dren, moſt tenderly concerned for their father's 


4, This was enough: No further trial was neceſſary; 


nor could Joſeph any longer bear to put a violence 


vpon himſelf. While they ſtood trembling before 
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abſent parent, he aſked, © Doth my father yet live?“ 
A diſcovery, fo unexpected, os which. brought to 
their — their paſt guilt, filled them with 
ſurpriſe, and terror, and confuſion. They could 
not anſwer him, for they were troubled at his pre 
fence.” But to relieve himſelf and them, he called 
them near to him; and while he repeated, I am 
Joſeph your brother, whom ye ſold into Egypt, he 


their attention to the over-ruling providence of Gods, - 
which had made uſe of their cruelty for the moſt gra- 
cious purpoſes, not only to exalt him to the higheſt 
dignity, but to fave the lives of thouſands, and ta 
| pon their poſterity in particular, by a great de- 


| ++ The wonderful tidings he had thus publiſhed to 
them, he was anxious to ſend to his venerable father 


in Canaan; and, being apprized of the contiauance 


cf the famine for five longer, he was eager to 


tranſplant both him all the different families of 


his brethren into Egypt, that he might reſcue them 


from want, and provide them with a place of ſecu- 
rity aud comfort near to himſelf. He defired them, 
therefore, to haften back again with the tendereſt aſ- 
ſurances of his love to their common parent, and with 
the moſt earneſt requeſt, that he would inſtantly re- 


move all his houſh But the affecting intervie 
uuas not yet concluded. He could not conceal his par- 
tiality to Benjamin, his own mother's ſon, who accord- 
ingly received the firſt, perhaps the warmeſt, expreſ- 
ſions of his regard. But his heart glowed with fervent 
affection to them all: & he kiſſed all his brethren, and 


| * Gen. xlv, 1, &c, | 
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him he commanded his attendants to withdraw. 
and then, ſuddenly burſting into tears, declared 
his real character . He cried aloud I am Joſepn: 
and inſtantly, with affectionate remembrance of his 


aſſured them of his complete forgiveneſs, and directe 
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- wept over them; and then their fears were fo far 
1. 0 "that they were n to talk with 


E Em 2 
wy Nile in this ſtory is moſt intereſtivg 

E inftruQive. Without attending to the horrer, 
which the recollection of their guilt excited in the 
minds of his brethren, what opinion ſhall we form 
of the conduct of Joſeph? Upon a review of the 
Whole, will any objection lie againft him for his ſeem- 
ſeverity? Will it be faid, that he was s havghty 
revengeful? On the contrary, ma not be 
poſed as an admirable pattern of Corr hr long- 


| pro 
" ſufferi „and forgiveneſs? The injuries, he had 
received, were unprovoked and almo unparalleled: 


and, had he been diſpoſed to revenge himſelf, he was 
furniſhed wich the moſt convenient opportunities, 
But, inſtead of returning evil for evil, he took pains 


to comfort thoſe who had conſpired againſt his life, 


_ - upbraided them not with what had done, and, 
with a parental tenderneſs, provide ſor their ſupport. 


He will teach us, een ene and to 


de kind.“ 
Preparations were then made for their departure. 
The King of Egypt, alſo, as well as his Vicegerent, 


ohh invited them to come and fix their abode in thericheſt 


part of his dominions; and they were diſmiſſed, 
with proviſions for the way, with large preſents for 
themſelves and their father, and with conveyances 
for the removal of all their families. One thing, per- 
"haps may ſurpriſe us. The laſt words of Joleph. to 


his brethren, upon his taking leave of them, contained 


a ſolemn caution, which may ſeem to imp] a re- 
proof: (See that ye e the way.” But, 
doubtleſs, he ſaw ſufficient for ſuggeſting 


2 this admonition, not only from their . apo 


ſitions, but alſo from the circumſtances which had 


occurred. It was ſeaſonable and moſt brotherly 


advice, that, being reconciled to him, they ſhould 


_ ami * each 9 5 * abſtain from mutual 
| ane | 


„ 
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- upbraidi and, not caſt an 


_ — 


might imbitter their ſpirit, 


that the ſame counſel is at all times neceſſary, even to 


thoſe who are the children of the ſame heavenly Fa- 
ther. For alas | they alſo are diſpoſed to reproach one 


another, and to © fall out by the way.“ 


We omit the particulars of the journey, wherein 


the aged Patriarch, and his numerous progeny around 
him, were conducted from the promi 

naan to a foreign country . But we cannot overlook 
the tenderneſs and filial affection of Joſeph, 


and of Ca- 


$ 


” 


upon hearing of Jacob's approach, haſtened to meet 
him, and, with expreffions of reverence, love, and 


joy, to bid him welcome into Egypt. How amiable 
did this Governor of a moſt powerful nation appear? 
Not forgetting himſelf amidſt the ſplendours of a court, 


nor aſhamed to avow his former low connections in 


life, he bowed before the hoary ſhepherd, and fell 


upon his neck, and wept with many tears. Nor 


He ſeemed eager to bring both his father and his bre- 
thren into public notice, though their ſituation was 


mean, and their occupation odiqus, in the eſtimation 


Joern. _ 
ny refleftions, which 
We ſhould remember, | 


* 
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ho, 


was this an empty profeſſion, made in ſecret only. 


of the Egyptians. He introduced them to the King 


himſelf, whoſe kindneſs towards them was very re- 
markable f. By his appointment they were put in 


poſſeſſion of a moſt fertile part of the Kingdom; and 
there they were. protected and nouriſhed under the 
care of Joſeph. 


Thus we behold him ſtrictly attentive to his 
duty, both as a fon and a brother; and more ho- 


nourable to him than his fine veſtures, or his cha- 
riot of ſtate, was his condeſcending and moſt affec- 
tionate regard to thofe relations, who were then ſo 
much below him. Herein was true greatneſs of mind 


diſplayed; ſeldom, alas! to be found in thoſe, who 


we ſuddenly raiſed to an elevated rank. In general, 


Cen. hl. 3, e. t bilo . 
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V obſerve them proud and oppreflive; ſhy of their 
former connections, and unwilling to have it known, 
Wl - from what original they ſpring 3 as if mere outward 
' - ornaments conferred a real dignity, How falſe an 
\ 1 eſtimate! Let the clacipie'of Joſeph teach us, (and 
religion will ever demand it of us) to attend to 
the various calls of che different offices we ſuſtain, 
and the places in which we ſtand. This will be the 
brighteſt glory, to which we can attain'; which will 
Add a luſtre to the loweſt individual, no leſs than to 
08 te higheſt miniſter of ſtate. hey | 
wl Tpbe family of Jacob, then, was ſettled in Egypt, 
1} _ , which, ſtrange as it may ſeem, in more inftances than 
- thepreſent, proved a nurſing mother to the Church, 
This we perceive to have been effected by the imme- 
diate influence and interpoſition of God, and to have 
been the grand deſign of his providence in all the pre- 
ceding hiſtory, But while Joſeph was affection- 
dately mindful of his father's houſe, was he inattentive 
to the neceſſities of the Egyptians? No; they were 
reduced, indeed, to the utmoſt diſtreſs ;- but, through 
his unwearied exertions, they were preſerved from 
periſhing by the famine, and made to acknowledge, 
that they owed their very lives to him. He has been 
accuſed of cruelty and injuſtice towards them: but, 
upon a ſerious review, we approve his conduct in the 
very difficult part which he had to act. He ſtood 
between Pharaoh and the people, and was bound to 
1 conſult the honqur and intereſt of the Sovereign, no 
| leis than the ſupport and welfare of the ſubjects. It 
© 8 is obſervable, however, that, though there were 
El - ſuch different demands upon him, he acquitted him- 
14 ſelf with aſtoniſhing wiſdom and integrity. They cried 
bY to him in their extremity, Give us bread, for why 
1 ſhould we die in thy preſence?” And, while he ſold 
EY unto them for the ſupply of their wants, their money, 
wj their cattle, their lands, and even their liberty were 
11 all alienated to the King. Thus Joſcph, as a 
ſteward, was faithful to his truſt ; but he promoted 
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not the purpoſes of arbitrary power. The poſſeſs 


ſions of the people, therefore, were reſtored to them; 


- a fifth only being reſerved for Pharaoh. We pauſe, 


and admire, not merely the prudence of Joſeph, but 
that grace which enabled him to diſcharge, with fide= 
lity, the duties of the prime Miniſter of a large and 
powerful nation, no lefs than thoſe of a ſervant and a 
gaoler ; and we are hereby encouraged to expect from 

our gu neceſſary affiſtance for the various offices 
of life. d e 


= Foam before In purſuing the hiſtory of Joſeph; we fit 
—— Chriſt, een We him, even to the end, the dutiful 


1689. ſon and affectionate brother, as well as the 
wiſe ſtateſman. For ſeventeen years he enjoyed the 
leaſing and inſtructive ſociety of his pious father 
Neal but at length he was called to'the very painful 
talk of ſtanding by his dying bed, and taking his laſt 
leave of him. When he heard of Jacob's fickneſs, 
eager to teſtify all filial reverence and love, he haſ- 
tened to viſit him, accompanied by his two children 
Manaſſeh and Ephraim, that they alſo. might behold 
the faith and hope of a departing faint, profit by 
his prayers and admonitions at that ſolemn ſeaſon . 
It was diſtreſſing, doubtleſs, to loſe ſo valuable a pa- 
rent; but in the good man's diſſolution ſuch evident 


. proofs appeared of his fervent piety and unſhaken 
confidence in God, as muſt have afforded the moſt 
' uſeful leſſon, and adminiſtered the ſtrongeſt conſola- 


tion to his weeping family around him. Joſeph, 
in particular, was reminded of the ſingular diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence, by which the Patriarch had 
been conducted and preſerved, and of the divine pro. 
miſes alſo made to him and to his feed, He heard 
him, in the views of death, declare his firm expecta- 


tion, that it would be as God had ſaid; and, while 


he preſented his two ſons before him, he was witneſs 


to the earnoſt petitions put up to God for them, and 


Gen. xlviii. 1, æec. | 
L 6 | to 


: 
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7 65 contrary to his own deſire, er was 
Preferred before the eder. 5 "ES 
What ſcenes ſo profitable as the dying beds of be- 
lievers, who can maintain their hope in God even to 
the laſt? Do they admire and praiſe the grace and 
mercy which they have experienced, encourage their 
fri to adhere ſteadfaſtly to God, and, with an elo- 
© quence and fervour. of which others are incapable, 
expreſs their confidence in the Covenant? What, 
then, do we learn from their teſtimony? Do we 
not, on ſuch occaſions; feel the reality and excellence 
of religion? Do we not confeſs the vanity of the 
world in its beſt enjoyments, and ſpurn at all its of- 
fers, while we are conſtrained: to fay, © Let me die 
the death of the righteous ?”” Joſeph, ſurely, muſbhave 
received more advantage from this viſit to his father, 
than from all the pageantry of Pharaoh's court. 
955 Jacob, we have ſeen, before he expired, with great 
ſolemnity and by the ſpirit of prophecy bleſſed all 
his children L. But peculiar notice was taken of Jo- 
ſeph, and it was obvious, even then, that he was the 
| "favourite. For, when the old man came to ſpeak of 
+ this'darling ſon, he ſeemed to dwell with delight upon 
l his name. Let we own; theſe were the words, not 
i Jo much of the fond parent, as of the inſpired pro- 
1 pbet. Joſeph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful 
- bough by a well; whoſe branches run over the wall: 
ul! I The archers have ſorely | ny him, and ſhot at him, 
= and hated him; but his bow abode in ſtren and 
i the arms of his hands were made ſtrong by the hands 


< 
— 


A 


| 

| of the mighty God of Jacob: from thence is the 
| ſhepherd, the ſtone of Iſrael : Even by the God of thy 
| father, who ſhall help thee, and by the Almighty, 
| who ſhall bleſs thee with bleſſings of heaven above, 
-- bleffings of the deep that lieth under, bleſings of the 
 _ - breaſts, and of the womb: The bleſſings of thy father 
1 5 | bs 
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have prevailed above the bleſſings of thy ogenĩ 


nitors, 

unto the utmoſt bound of the everlaſting hills: they 

© ſhall be on the head of Joſeph, and on the crown of 
the head of him that was ſeparate from his brethren,” 

e need not add a comment. The hiſtory of Jo- 


ſeph is here briefly related, and the future condition of 
his poſterity predicted. The ſupport he had received 


under his unparalleled trials was moſt devoutiy aſcribed 


to the divine favour; and it was alſo declared to be the 

rpoſe of Heaven, to crown his family with bleſſings 
of every kind, bleſſings moſt eminent and moſt dura- 
ble: It will become us likewiſe) to remember, that 


the Lord alone makes the diſtinctions we perceive in 
the various circumſtances of men. © He putteth 
don one, and ſetteth up another *. In every proſ- 
ous ſituation, then, let not our hearts be exalted, 


t let his name be glorified. For “ who maketh 
thee to differ ?”” 1 3 2 
The. pious ſon ſtood, with unremitting attention, 


by his departing father; and, in teſtimony of his un- 


varied affection, © he fell upon his face, and wept 
upon him, and kiſſed him : Nor did his filial re- 
gard ceaſe here, He had received a charge to remove 


the dead body to Canaan, to be interred in the ſepul- 
chre of Abraham. He, therefore, cauſed it to be 


embalmed after the manner of the Egyptians ; which 


might be rendered neceſſary by the length of the in- 


tended journey, and was alſo a mark of reſpect due to 
the remains of him, who was fo nearly related to the 
Governor and Saviour of that country. Joſeph him- 
ſelf went with the relicts of his dear parent to Ca- 


naan, accompanied in the funeral proceſſion with all 
the retinue ſuited to his high rank, as prime Miniſter 


of Pharaoh. 


Does not the character before us excite the eſteem 


and admiration of every reader? The amiable meek- 


neſs of his ſpirit was conſpicuous on almoſt every oe- 


—— 
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eaſion· But in no inſtance does he appear more 
lovely, than when diſcharging the duties of an affec. 
| — ſon and dutifu] _ though elevated to the 
chief honours of Egypt. Havę we not obſerved hitn 
rejoicing to hear of his father, when ſeparated from 
kim; moſt anxious to promote his welfare ; avowing 
dais relation to him before Pharaoh's court; and con- 
. tinually attentive to his comfort, even to the lateſt 
moment? This was true dignity indeed. | 
And upon whom is not the command bis e 
« Honour thy father and thy mother?” The obſer. 
vance of this precept is peculiarly pleaſing to God, 
and has generally, in the preſent life, great recom- 
penſe of reward. Reaſon, as well as religion, en- 
Joins it. For, how much do we owe our parents ! It 
will be impoſſible, by any acts of kindneſs, to repay 
them for the expenſe, and toil, and anxiety, they have 
had on our account. Is this properly conſidered ? 
May we not lament the perverſeneſs and cruel obſti- 
nacy of children, and even their want of natural af- 
fection ? How many aged perſons are grievouſly af- 
fited by the unkindneſs of their own offspring! 
When they ſtand in molt need of relief and comfort, 
are they not utterly neglected and deſpiſed by thoſe, 
whom, for many years, they have tenderly watched 
over, and, with inexpreſſible diſtreſs to themſelves, 
laboured to ſupport and to advance in the world ?. Shall 
any excuſes be allowed? No difference of rank, no 
age in life, no ſuperiority of abilities will exempt us 
from the duty; ; and, moſt aſſuredly, a contemptuous 
diſregard of it will Nang down the curſe of God 88 
our families. 27 
"hs While Joſeph was mourning for his father, he fou at 
an additional cauſe of ſorrow, i ina meſſage he received 
from his brethren, Their common parent was now 
removed, whom they had conſidered as their bulwark 
of defence. They thought that Joſeph might have 
abſtained from revenge i through his affectionate 681 
5 or 
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for but they began to fear, that, all reſtraint 
in of this kind being taken away, they ſhould fall under 
5 his heavieſt diſpleaſure. They ſent, therefore, in the 
. moſt ſupplicating terms to crave forgiveneſs for their 
wy ſin, enforcing their petition with the facred names of 
WM tis father andof his father's God.— Ah! how ſuſpi- 
3 cious is guilt ! How miſerable, how abject the finner,. . | 
. under the reproaches of an awakened conſcience 
t The wicked are indeed ready to “ flee, when no man | 
| | .Was ſuch a requeſt neceflary? Had 


* there been any malicious reſentment cheriſhed in Jo- 
ſeph's heart? Far otherwiſe. Their very jealouſy, | 
4 therefore, and their entreaty gave him much pain, and 


, 


called forth many tears. 1 
Not yet fatisfied, they came to him; and, what 
they had at firſt ſcorned to do, and afterwards had 
done unwittingly, now they did voluntarily; they 
fell down with lowlieſ$ proſtration before him, and if 
ſaid, & Behold, we be thy ſervants !”*—Let the gene- 
rous man, who has never had any other deſigns than 
thoſe of kindneſs, even to his enemies, judge of the © 
diſtreſs of Joſeph upon this occaſton.. But this very 
circumſtance affords another proof of the gr 5 
of his mind, in that complete forgiveneſs and bene- 
volence towards his brethren, which marked his cha- 
rater throughout. $994 LAY 
While they were trembling at his feet, he raiſed: 
them up and comforted them with affurances of his 
love. He was affected, he was grieved by their ſub- 
miffion, and their crying to him for mercy ; and there- 
fore he referred them to God, who alone had a right 
to take cognizance of their conduct: © Am I (faid 
be) in the place of God ?”—We ſhould forget our⸗ 
ſelves, and invade the office of God, if we ſhould 
preſume to avenge ourſelves: and we are groſsly ig- 
Horant of the nature and evil of ſin, if we are content 
with'aſking pardon of our fellow ſinners, and do not 


« 


© 
n 


„mage ſupplieation to our. Judge. It is the g 
ͤKlttie of the Lord God Almighty to puniſh, and He 
. an forgive our iniquity. ttt $625394 ©: 


b \ 


hat they might not “ be ſwallowed. up wi 

- _ _ over-much ſorrow,” he piouſly obſerved en 
ttmat God had over- ruled their treatment of him for 
wiſe and merciful purpoſes, which called for their 

_ - warmeſt gratitude: „As for you, ye thought evil 
againſt me; but God meant it unto good.“ — This 

* conſideration may ſerve as a clew to us, to unravel 
1 ſome very myſterious diſpenſations. We are taught 
dy Joſeph to look beyond all ſecondary cauſes of our 

| _, trouble, and even beyond the wickedneſs. of men and 
_ - devils, to the gracious and holy defigris of God, and 
to the influence of His providence, who worketh and 
none can let. He fitteth upon the throne;“ and 
whatever commotions are raiſed, while he ſeems to 

be diſappointed of his aim, he is really performing all 
his pleaſure. He ſuffers nnel to ſhew the os: 
ing depravity of their hearts, and their rooted enmity 

- againſt him and his people: but, like the waves of 
the ſea, which rage borribly, hong they toſs them- 
ſelves, yet they cannot prevail. They ate inexcuſ- 

able for their bad intentions; but he brings good out 

of evil, and cauſes their very fins. to miniſter to the 
ends of his government, and the promotion of his 


- How many benefits were derived, in the caſe be- 
fore us, from the baſe conduct of Jacob's fons,—to 
Joſeph himſelf—to his father—to his brethren—and 
to the Egyptians! The God of Iſrael was hereby 
made known among many nations, and the line was 
_ preſerved, from which the promiſed Saviour was to 
come. God meant it unto good;“ and in this 
view, it ſhould ſeem, Joſeph, acquieſced and was 
thankful; Such a conviction of the holy ſovereignty 


of God will keep us from fretfulneſs ag nen | 
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and inſpire us with the firmeſt confidence, even while 
we are ſuffering by the violence of ungodly men. 
We confeſs that his way is in the deep; and we 
ought never to forget, that though he permit our 


wickedneſs, and will get honour by it, we muſt lie in | 


the duſt before him, and ſay, To us belongeth 
ſhame and confuſion of face! 
But, fince God bears with our perverſeneſs, we alſo 
ſhould bear with one another. We have already ſeen, 
in Joſeph's character, ſome ſtriking inſtances of pa- 
tience and forbearance; and now again at the laſt, 
the ſame ſweetneſs of temper is diſplayed. His bre- 
thren were in dreadful apprehenſion, that he would 
exert his power to cru.h and to deſtroy them, 
„No, faid he, “fear ye not; I will nouriſh you | 
and your little ones. And he comforted them and. 
ſpake kindly unto them.“ This is a lefſon of moſt _ 
important inſtruction. Here we behold an example 
of that charity, which © ſeeketh not her own, and is 


not eaſily provoked.” Is the ſame mind alſo in us? 


Do we poſſeſs this peculiar mark of true Chriſtians ? * 
Do we not only love one another, but can we © bleſs 


them that hate us? Are we © overcome with evil, | 


or do we © overcome” evil with good?” Ah! what 
unchriſtian tempers do we witneſs in thoſe, who call 
themſelves. the diſciples of Chriſt ! What ftrife and 
contention! What bitterneſs and evil-ſpeaking ! | 
What a readineſs to take fire at every ſuppoſed in- 
ſult! What pride, implacability, 257 reſentment! 
But let us not vainly flatter ourkives that we know 
any thing of true religion; unleſs we have © crucified 
the fleſh with the affections and luſts,” _ 49 
Years before + T be ſequel of Joſeph's hiſtory is com- 
. Chrit, prized in a few ſentences. Though he 
1635 lived from the death of Jacob the ſpace of 
fifty-four years, we are told only, that he continued to 


enjoy much proſperity in Egypt, and faw his father's 


houſe, 
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| | hotiſe, and bis own deſcendants, multiply around him. 
on length the period arrived, when he muſt lay down 


his honour in the duſt. But, inthe proſpect of his p- 
n diſſolution, his heart was cheered with“ 


1 


pe full of immortality.” Firmly depending on the 
promſſe of God, he looked forwards to the deliverance 
of the Church, not merely from Egypt, but from the 
bondage of ſin and Satan through the Redemption of 
the Saviour. In token of this expectation, he gave a 
ſolemn charge to his brethren in his laſt moments, to 
preſerve his dead body, and carry his bones into Ca- 
naan, aſſuring them that God would in due time con- 
dud them thither. Accordingly we read, that, in all 
the journeyings of the Liraclites through the wilder- 
neſs, the bones of this honoured Patriarch were con- 


{idered as a ſacred depoſit, which they carefully con- 


veyed with them, and as a conſtant intimation that 


the Cove ant of God would ſtand faſt with them. 


Not, therefore, to a vain fooliſh deſire of ſettling the 
way of his burial, for his own glory, but to his lively 


ope we are to aſcribe his dying requeſt; according 


to the comment of an inſpired writer: © By Faire 
Joſeph, when he died, made mention of the departing 


of the children of Iſrael, and gave commandment con- 
cerning his bones “. 8 | 


Thus, then, the death, as well as the life, of this 
eminent faint was truly excellent; and we are fur- 
niſhed hereby with ſtrong encouragement to perſe- 


vere in the ſervice of God. How happy to ſet out 


wy in the heavenly race, to continue ſteadfaſtly, and 


to finiſh the courſe with joy | This did Joſeph : this 
may we alſo do! Let us look to the end: and, while 


we have regard to the faithfulneſs.of God, like Joſeph 
we may rejoice and triumph in the- ſtability of the 
Covenant. Even then, when the pains of diſſolution 
are upon. us, if we have truſted in Him, on whom the 
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Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apoſtles depended, we nee& 
not fear to ſay © My fleſh and my heart faileth, but 
God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion fog 
ever“. r TEA! . | 4 
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. Poſeph may bs ee, as typifying Cbrif, in bis ſuf. 


ferings -- hit advanetinent=6nd the benefits of his ge. 
ven t. 3 

6 15 2 N 5 { 

Tu events, which are recorded in the life of 
Joſeph, are ſo very remarkable, that oy muſt ne- 
ceſlarily engage the attention, and intereſt the feeli 
of Wars reader. They cannot fail to pleaſe, aſtonilh, 


und inſtruct, if conſidered only as a common hiſtory, 
But it may be uſeful, before we drop the ſubject, to 


take another view of this eminent Patriarch, not now 
as an example of righteouſneſs, but as a figure of that 
more illuſtrious Perſonaze, the Seed of Jacob, whoa 


- . was raiſed up for infinitely greater ſervices, than he 


whom we have been contem wn þ Upon a ſerious 


compariſon of the two, we ſhall find a moſt ſtriking 


reſemblance between them, at leaſt in many important 

circumſtances. . 
The holy ſeriptures, clearly, abound with typical 

repreſentations; in which ſome actions and characters 


were deſigned to exhibit an emblem of others. Parti- 
. cularly, the main outlines of the grand ſcheme of Re- 


demption were pointed out, in many ways, from the 
beginning. The offices, dignity, ſufferings, and 
grace of the Saviour appeared in promiſes and pro- 


-phecies, throughout the old teſtament, and were alſo 


deſcribed by types, or certain alluſive pictures, in 3 
7498 855 variety 
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variety of things, perſons, and events. The diſpen- 
fſations of God to former ages afforded a likeneſs of _ 
what he intended to accompliſh, © in the fulneſs of 

time, and has now brought to paſs by his Son Jeſus 

Chriſt. © We hall, therefore, find ſome common hif- 
tories containing a myſtical reference to the Goſpel, 
and, without any force, capable of an evangelical ap- . 
plication. In many inſtances we are expreſsly di- 
rected to ſuch a ſenſe by the ſcriptures themſelves, 

Thus Adam, Noah, Melchiſedec, Iſaac, Moſes; Aa- 

ron, David, and others, were evidently “ figures of 

Him that was to come) 

-- Joſeph; indeed, is not mentioned as a typical cha- 

racer by the writers of the new teſtainen'; and, it is 

nted, where they do not lead the way, we ſhould 

de very cautious and reſerved in drawing concluſions 

of this kind. There is great danger from indulging 

a lively imaignation, which may readily diſcover a 
thouſand reſemblances, where none were ever meant. 

While we follow our on fancies, we may fall 
into the groſſeſt abſurdities, and expoſe, to the utmoſt 
contempt and ridicule, the very'truths we wiſh to re- 

, commend. '' But'there are ſo many points of agree- 
ment between Joſeph and the Saviour, that the com- 
pariſon muſt be allowed to be juſt, and ſuch as natu- 
rally offers itſelf to us. It may alſo be a moſt profit. 
able employment, and a proper improvement of the 
hiſtory we have been conſidering, to contemplate the 
Lord Jeſus as typified by the Jewiſh Patriarch. And 
in doing this, it will be acknowledged that we are 
juſtified by ſome venerable names, and are treading in 
the ſteps of ſeveral pious and juditious commentators. 

We refer only to one. 4 It is plain, (ſays a learned 
and admired author) that the r of God, in join- 


ing together ſo many ſingular circumſtances in the 
life of Joſeph, was to deſcribe the principal lines in 
that of his Son, We ſhould, therefore, know the 
hiſtory of Joſeph only by halves, if we ſtopped at the 
hare ſurface, without informing ourſelves of the 1 : 
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den pd myſterious ſenſe, wherein the moſt eflentia 
of it conſiſts, as Jeſus Chriſt is the end of the 
25 and of all the {criptures®, 1 
Omitting ſeveral . we dal her 
5 ceive the cleareſt proofs of an exact likeneſs, in con- 
Aidering their ſuffcripgs, their een and the 
benefits of their government. 
I. Their ſufferings. Moſt uncommon and diſtreſt 
ing were the afflictions of Joſeph even from his earlief 
years. We need not repeat the tragical ſtory : It wil 
eaſily be remembered, that he. was derided, hated, and 
, perſecuted by his brethren, becauſe he teſtified of their 
- evil conduct, and predicted his own glory;—that his 
kindneſs towards them was recompenſed with the 
moſt cruel injuries; —that his life was aimed at, and 
that he was fold for a few pieces of ſilver;— that, 
through the baſeſt accufation, he was condemned, 
without an advocate to plead his cauſe; that he Was 
treated as a vile malefactor, numbered with thoſe who 
were appointed to die, and for ſome years conſined in 
a dungeon; —and yet, that, in the midſt of all, be waz 
meek and patient, and opened not his mouth in mur 
mur or complaint. Do we not obſerve herein a ſtrik- 
ing picture of that candeſcending and gracious Re- 
| - deemer, who, in the depth of his humiliation, was more 
afflicted than any man? This greater Son of Jacob 
8 endured trials the moſt ſevere, and of a nature ſimilat 
to thoſe we have now recounted. HE could fay with 
truth, I am become a ſtranger unto my brethren, 
and an aſien unto my mother's, a They: com- ö 
paſſed me about alſo with words of hatred ; and fought 
againſt me without a cauſe. They have rewarded 
me evil for good, and hatred for my love . Fer 
< he was deſpiſed and rejected of men; a man f 
ſorrows and acquainted with grief $.'* He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not | * be- 
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FCC 
cauſe he teſtified of them, that their works were evil, 
and ſpake of his own exaltation at the tight hand of 
God, demanding their unfeigned ſubmiſton to him- 
ſelf +. He came to them upon an errand of love; 
but © they would none of his counſel: When they 
ſaw him, they faid, « Come, let us kill him f.“ 
They ſought to apprehend him, but were reſtrained, 
by an immediate influence upon their minds, till his 
hour arrived d. At length, he was betrayed for the 
vile conſideration of thirty pieces of filver, and given 

up into the hands of ſtrangers. Charges of the moſt 
atrocious kind, but unjuſt and malicious, were 
brought againſt him; and he was condemned upon 
the evidence of falſe witneſſes. For there were none 
to ſtand forth in his behalf, none to compaſſionate, 
or to do him juſtice. Thus he deſcribes his own 
caſe: -** Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am 
full of heavineſs; and I looked for ſome to take pity, 
but there was none; and for comforters, but I found 


upon him, and the tortures which the rage of his ad- 
verfaries invented for him, e cannot forget that 
« he was numbered with the tranſgreſſors. Fer 
while we accompany him to Calvary, we behold him 
in a ſituation the moſt ignominious we can imagine, 
between two thieves, the one on his right hand, 


the other on his left 4. But what do we hear from 


him? Do expreſſions of anger, reſentment, or diſcon- 
tent break forth from his lips? He was ſilent under 
reproaches; he complained not of the iniquitous ſen- 
tence, by which he was condemned. He was op- 
preſſed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth*#*,”” except it were in prayer and bleſſing. 
He went down alſo “ into the lower parts of the 
earth,” and continued a priſoner of the grave till the 


* Jchn vii. 7 = Matt. xxvi, 64. 7 t Matt. xxl. 33. 
§ John vii. 30, 44, viii. 29. Pſal. Ixix. Dip" 
. + Mar. xv» 273 28. * Ia. lit, 7. : I 


© third 


none l. Not to: dwell on all the cruel inſults put ye 
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wy 2 caro CHaracrins. . 
WE © third day, but there his humiliation ceaſed © 4 His 


' Foul was not left in hell, neither did his fleſh ſee cor. 
Z „%% TS Wie AF 24 
Il be bare relation of Joſeph's ſufferings muſt deeply 
_ - affe every compaſſionate heart, and perhaps may ex- 
Cite many tears, But with what feelings Jo we re. 
. ceive the/Goſpel hiſtory, and Fehold Him, * who 
Was holy, harmleſs, and undefled,“ in circumſtance 
infinitely more painful? It were, indeed, of little mo- 
ment to weep for the injurious treatment of the 82. 
viour, juſt as we might do under an impreſſion of 
pity for any innocent perſon in diſtreſs. A tender. 
[neſs of this kind does not imply the exereiſe of any 
truly ſpiritual principles and tempers. We are here 
called “ to look upon Him whom we have pierced; 
and therefore, while we mourn for Him, we ar 
chiefly to conſider our own evil deſert, and the aſto- 
niſhing greatneſs of his love. He ſuffered, not merely 
as a virtuous man under oppreſſion, but as a ſacrifice 
for fin, offering up himſelf a propitiation for the-moſt 
rebellious, even for thoſe whom he might have made 
the monuments of his heavieſt diſpleaſure. ' 
Me turn from the contemplation of the croſs ati 
the grave of Jeſus; and, upon a further view of te 
two perſons we are comparing, we remark - — / 
II. Their advancement and glory. We have ſeen 
the Patriarch ſuddenly delivered from his priſon, and 
raiſed to a ſituation of higheſt rank and diſtinguiſhed 
"honour, His moſt painful calamities paved the way 
for his exaltation. He was defigned, indeed, by God 
- himſelf for this elevated ſtate, and was therefore in- 
veſted with ſupreme power and dignity, according 
to the prophecies concerning him. He was ſet ove! 
the whole kingdom of Egypt, and had the abſolute 
and uncontrolled diſpoſal of all its affairs; being ſub- 
ject only to Pharaoh. The people confeſſed his au- 
 « thofity, and bowed down before him, with all ſuitable 
reverence and obedience. Diſtant nations alſo came 
. and paid their homage to him; and even his brethren 


wn. 


33 


| who was one while © the very 


' this world, but a 


. excepted, which did 


„ 


vompelled to proſtrate ves at his feet. 
But we one than Joſeph. * We 


ſee Jeſus,” after his iſhing humiliation and in 


conſequence of it,** crowned with glory and honour *."* f 


The grave was obliged to give up her dead; and He, 
5 while te rey ona wel) xj 
a few e « All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth +,” The Lord ſaid 
unto him, Sit thou at right hand f. He 
hath exalted him to be 4 and a Saviour: Far 
above all principality, and power, and might, and do- 
minion, and every name that is named, not hag in 
in that which is to come: And 
hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be 
the head over all things to the Church $.” This 
alſo was effected according to «© God's determinate 
counſel and foreknowledge,” and for the completion 
of all the prophecies concerning him, which had been 
red 45m the beg the mow: « Thus 
oved-him to ſuffer, and . through ſuffering” to 
enter into his glory |.” Much appoſition nud bes f 
made, in order 40 fruſtrate the divine purpoſe con- 
cerning him; but that very circumſtance tended to 


promote it. The kingdom, then, is the Lord's, i A 


and he is the Governor _— the nations 4. in 
his human nature, indeed, he is ſubject to the Father ; 
for though © all things are put under him, yet He is 
t all things under him s.“ As 
capable of any advancement; 


God, he could not 


but he ſuſtains the office, of which we are now ſpeak- 


ing, as Mediator. And, in this character, He ſhall 
have dominion from ſea to fea, and from the river un- 
to the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the 


: Vo 0 EL 23. 4} Luke Fo 
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dum kek de duft. Y ea, all kings ſhall fall down be- 
bac fig Vall nations ſhall 9 . For God 
r exalted him, and given bim u name which 
above every name; That at the name of Jeſus 
Mint Area ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and 
in earth, and things — the earth; And 


glory of God the Father LM The 4 


i | = whe Fn tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is 


a Do we, then, — acknowledge his be 
rity, and fulfil his — Are —_— that 
this man ſhould reign over us ? It is not enough, 
that we admire” his dignity, or pay him an external 
adoration.” With expreſſions of homage in our lips, 
we may be diſaffected to him in our hearts: and it is 
the reverence, and the obedience of the heart, which 
he chiefly demands, Iß, however, we are ptactiſ 
any. bypocriſy and deceit in this matter, he will ſearc 
it out, for be trisch the reins. And if we refuſe w 
ny bow -to' his ſceptre, he will make us feel the rod of 
dis anger, and prove his right to the throne which he 
"Fete © by © daſhing us in en like a Potters 
de e 
We 1 the reſemblance i in. another particular 
connidaer 
ba The benefits of their pee It ap- 
red to be a ſingular bleſſing to Egypt and to the 
N nations, as well as to Jacob's family, that 
„ was exalted to that ſtate of eminence, which 
e attained. Through his prudential care many lives 
were preſerved from periſhing by famine : and, though 
dis father's houſe were; driven to great extremity, 
was ſent beſore them to provide an nen for them. 
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" alſo, and him that hath no helper. He ſhall ſpare the 
and needy, and ſhall fave the ſouls of the needy. - 


: 


— 


On this account, it ſhould ſeem, that honourable name 


was giyen him, which; has been interpreted“ Tag 
SAYIQUR or E Worzp.”' All, who felt the 
diſtreſſes of want, were ged to ſeek relief 


from him... 25 Go ro osk pn“, was the grand direc- 


tion: or was any application made in vain. Vari- 
ous wr; 1) were ſupported from the. ſtores which 
he had laid up; and even his own malicious brethren 


were, after a * nay 25 5 to his favoar, aſſured 
for Len upplied with every neceſſary, and put 
f polleſion f the country which he had prepared for 


them. 


: This, though avery remarkable, is but a faint re- | 
preſentation of the d derived to a guilty 
Jeſus. For, what are 


yorld from the government 1 
all temporal bleſſings, compated to thoſe which are 
ſpiritual and eternal? Let us behold © the man, who 


is God's fellow, beſtowing the ineſtimable benefits | 
of © repentance and remiſſion of fins,” He hath 
akcended on high, he bath led captivity. captive; 


de hath received gifts for men; 7 for the rebellious 
aſo, that the Lord God may dw 
Ne ſhall deliver the needy when he crieth; the 


His name ſhall endure for ever: his name ſhall 
continued as long as the ſun : and men ſhall be bleſſed 


in him: all nations. ſhall call him bleſſed 4,” 
Neither is there ſalvation in any other: for there is 


none other name under heaven given among me 
whereby we muſt be ſaved $.” And of his fulneſs 
| have all we receiyed, and grace for grace 5. We 


are complete in him og or cc He is made unto us 


. wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and re- 


demption 4.” He is therefore called by a ſignificant - 
and moſt precious title, expreſſive of the greatdeliver- 


* 


* Pal. Ixviii, 28. T il. 34, 13, 17. Ada iv. 33. 
Joh i. 16. * 1 Col. ü. 179. 5 Cor. i. 30. 
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truſt, will yet “take 
_ -bleffedin Aw.“ The very Jews themſelves, who 
8 ſave him up into wicked buds to be crucified and 
_ Nain, ſhall obtain forgiveneſs through him. They 
ſhall turn to the Lord, and be ſaved. He will not 
then upbraid them for their former contempt of him; 
but he will ſpeak kindly to them, admit them to a 
familiar intercourſe, and appoint them a kingdom 


i, it is deſpi 
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we obtain by him, Jzsvs, Tur © Saviovs, 

he * his J om their fins e. 
« He is able to fave to uttermoſt t: nor is he 
more able than he is milling. It is not enough to 
aſſert of him, that he will receive the application, and 
relieve the wants, of every poor, deſtitute, miſerable 
creature, crying to him for help: but he invites, he 


Commands, he entreats all ofe;, who are ready to 


perils, to accept the bleſſings of his government. 
. Mon he fa Look unto 
me, and be ye ſaved, all 4 the ends of the earth: for'l 
am God; and there is none elſe f.. And thus again 
he publiſhes his grace, © Come unto me, all ye that 

r, .and are heavy laden, and I will give you 


| reſt 58 « Aud him that cometh to me 1 in nd 
wife caſt out l. N e 


Thouſands have experienced the truth of theſe * 
Cm and have been reſcued from everlaſting de- 


ſtruction by this mighty Deliverer. Many nations. 


have paid ir homage-to him; and m any more, we we 
Nis s yoke upon them,” and * be 


near to himſelf for ever. 
But moft as the invitation of the Gofpe! 
and rejected, till men feel diſtreſs of 
and 1 e 1 1 


| relief provided is confeſſed to be 


elſe, in compariſon, ſinks in n= hag 1 
beſt knows how to eſtimate the bleſſing of 


hungry 


— and to an —— who 


7 0 : 
n + Ub, vil. * R 


— 


B in dread of i * 


againſt him longs you? Ju 
u 


. | 


245 
ing deſtruction, the of Je- 
ſus will appea bighel worth, 1 4 pope | 
to all —＋ the LIP can offer, 

will account it as © the pearl 41 —* mm 


g Josern. 


wall ſell all that he bas, that he wy uy it v. 


May we not enquire, then, of all to whom the 
1 of the Goſpel is ſent, Do you underſtand 
the true ſtate and condition of your ſouls ? * Have 
you a ſenſe of your need of Aalyation, and a fear 
of being loſt for ever? We would not flatter you, 
that your caſe is better than you ſuſpect : but we pro- 


| ED remedy, which is ids ed to perſons of 5 — 


eſeription, and in every re 


adequate to 


wants: Only be you perſuaded to come and ſu>m 


to this Prince of peace; and humbly and thankfully | 
receive thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings, which he waits to 


give, and which none elſe can beſtow upon you. 
Or, does the remembrance of 2 former enmity 
cau 
love for ſhame and 


miliation, But behold, how 


rich his grace! No ſooner ſhall he perceive ou 
- proftrate at his feet, confeſſin yo 
will fay unto you, Live. L 


ur iniquity, than he 
Joſeph's brethren, 
you may be troubled before him at the recolleQion of 
your — fig but he will encourage and comfort you 
with ſuch words as theſe, I am _ Salvation ; 
fear not ; your fins are forgiven you | 
Or, do oy Al What profit Tall we have, if we 
apply to him? Enquire of thoſe, who have made 


he Ful. Were their petitions rejected ; or their = | 
1 diſappointed? They will all teſtify, that 
his acceptance of them was gracious, that his com- 


munications of ſpiritual bleſſings have been li- 


beral, and that he has beſtowed upon them ſuch 
ſtrong conſolations, as they had never before con- 
s tans 

you allo, that the conſequence of not — with 


and cannot now expreſs. We would remind 


Matt. zin. 46. 
e his 


ſe, indeed, you 
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i invitation will be more thai u loſs . 
in be certain, final, and aggravated miſery. 


IF you 


noe to refuſe ſub mies to him, he will ſhortly 


put upon him. 


ſhall not ſee life, 


him *,”?, 


7 


hed 


* 
24 
< 
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1 * p 
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e ii. 36. 


; vindicate his own character, and avenge the 
He that believeth not the 


b arte i God abideth on 


infult you 
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3 I 
b, the reality of bis hi wed before aue 22472 
7 * of an excellent chara# high 
rank—religious—charitable—though dear to God, 2 236 
poſe ed to Satan's temptations —laft all his ſubſtance a 
laren at once—ſubmitted—afflifted with a grievaus 


diſeaſe—forſaken by bis e en by his 
Ce fed © God. | t 


IA. very 8 caution, which a wi C. 
to the richeſt Monarch in the world. 


Heathen 
F 


ieſt man, 
cConſider, in the midſt of his envied FRO) 
| - the end might be. The advice at 3 N 
| ſpiſed, but This exalted King afterwards felt its pro 
iety, when, ſtri his dominions, be was 

Wi ed in chains, nd to the Rake to be burned. 
The admonition perfectly accords with the ſentiments 
.and language of the inſpired writers, who exhort us, 
Not to boaſt of .to-morrow,—nor truſt in uncer- 
tain riches +.”*- | 

Our own, obſervation, indeed, of common life, as 
well as ancient records, muſt furniſh us with 5 
examples of the arious tenure on which ear | 
poſſeſhons are held. But, though the ęmptineſs of | 
all preſent things be 3 acknowledged, men 
are ſtill with the greateſt , ee 


. 3 vox juſti e 
Napier ad loags Juſt ſpatia ultima vitæ. EAN 


1 Prov. xxvil. 1. WF 


my ES _ M4 | 1 


S } 


{ 2 
: as SCRIPTURE "CHARACTERS. | 
of opulence, as if this were ſure to be abiding, when 
| ance a eyes I. fouls with a of the va. 
| nity of the wor _ CF RS * cleavin 
take duſt,” een 
The character, — * now 2800 befory us, will 
iſh us, in a forcible manner, not to place our 
ppineſs in any outward advantages, inaſmuch as 
they may ſuddenly be removed, or imbittered to us. 
A more ſtriking inſtance of this eannot be produced, 
than the hiſtory of Job, whom we ſhall fee, in one 
day, plutiged from the ſummit of human greatneſs 


downto the loweſt abyſs of diſtreſs and miſery. — 2 þ 2/1, W ©" 


The book of Job is. a compoſition of a peculiar 
king, and, in the principal ſubject of it, is totally de- 
tached from all the other books of ſcripture, Its 
authenticity and inſpiration; have been generally ar- 
' Knowledged ; but ſome of the circumſtances relating 
do it have given riſe. to various diſputes, into which 
F d net 
intend to enter. 
I Theoriginal is written i in metre, and is PRO 
| 2 ich has uſually been termed the dramatie. 

re may be ſome allegory, and much poetieal orna- 


ft ment and amplification ; but part of the work con- 


tains a plain, ſimple narration of important facts; and 
theſe, chiefly, are what we are concerned with, as 
far at leaſt as they exhibit the character of a very 
eminent faint. It has been doubred, indeed, from 
the nature of the compoſition, whether the whole be 
not fabulous, or only a ſacred parable, which has no 
foundation at all in real hiſtory, But to this the an- 
ſwer is obvious: It _— not with it the marks 0 
fable, but appears to be a genuine account, groun | 
on truth, though ah dothed 5 . — 
certain e may have 
eee. from the author, which is 
an uſual licence in writings of this kind. We faid 


' that it ſtands alone, as being utterly u with 
the other records ee but to of 


the 


1, 
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penmen bear witneſs, that there has been 


the inſpired penmen 
2 perſon as Job, of the very'charaRter which is 
edel. ; 5 teſtifies of ts eminent piety, 
| 8 00s him with thoſe illuſtrious ſervants of God, 


iel and Noah, whoſe exiſtence has not been queſ-. 


| tioned ®; and St. James propoſes him as a pattern of 


patience to all believers +. It deſerves our notice ilſo, 
that St- Paul confirms the authority of the book, by 
quoting it as 2 part of ſacred ſcripture rp. | 
Very different have been the opinions of learned 
men concerning the time when Job lived., The moſt 


[pzfobable, and the moſt prevailing ſentiment is, that 


e was deſcended from the family of Abraham, by 
Nahor his brother-(amongſt whoſe kindred it ſhould 
ſeem that true religion obtained and flouriſhed for a 
while), and that he is to be placed not far from the 
ancient Patriarchs. From many circumſtances we 
conclude, that he was prior to Moſes : the v 


vaneed period, to which his life was not 
leſs, we apprehend, than two hundred years), forbids 


us to think that the age of man was then ſhortened to 
its preſent contracted limits: the nature and number 
of the ſacrifices, which he offered, not being agrerable 
to the Moſaic inſtitution, afford a ſtrong preſump- 
tion that the 'Jewiſh economy was not then eſtabliſhed : 
and, as this book makes no mention of the peculiar 
fituation of the Iſraelites under the law, nor contains 


any clear reference to the rites and ceremonies of that 


law, we are inclined to believe that the tranſactiona, 
which are the ground of the poem, occurred before 
the aſtoniſhing deliverance of the Hebrews from their 


Egyptian bondage $. It has, therefore, been mot 


. 14 2 


ek. xiv, 14. + lam. v. 12. 1 Compare Job v. 23, with 
| | 1 Cor, iii. 


* 1 3 . 19. 

I See this opinion judieioully ſtated and defended, ig Lightfoot's 

„ Vel. i. page 23 z Lowrh de ſacra pocſi p:aleR. xxxii. and in 
ks diſcourſes on prophecy, Difſert. ii. — Dr. Warburton, 

in his divine Legation of Moſes, brings down the date of the book ſo 

how as to the . fro n the Babyloniſh captivity, and 


„„ 


8 1 | $CRIPTURE is adds 4 
[ ſuppoſed, that, during 9 their cee en in 
pt, fi at a time when diele 'of the wu —— 
 Tedge or worſhip of God was to be found di b | 
- this holy man es and ſpread bis inflience 
HEEL people in the Jand of Idumea and Arz 
have already obſerved in Melchiſede | 
83 remark in Job and his friends, that Try may 
\ ſometimes be pleaſed to reveal himſelf to thoſe, 
not within the pale of his outward and 5 ey 
Church.” He is not.confined to an particular means 
of communicating information; bur be can make 
known his will, in the cleareſt manner, even to ſuch 
as may ſeem the fartheſt removed from inſtruction: 
nor dare we exclude any perſons from the poſfibility 
' of attaining his favour; for © in every nation he that 
feareth him, and worketh Tighteouſnels, is accepted 
with him “.“ 
0 Various opinions, alſo, have been ede con- 
V cerning the author of this book, which bas been al 
different writers aſcribed to Moſes, to Job himſel 
=. to Elihy, and to Ezra. But we enter not into ſo in- 
ttricate an enquiry, obſerving only, that it bears the 
moſt evident marks of antiquity, and has generally been 
thought as old as the Pentateuch, if” not the, 1 — 
ancient compoſition in the world. It is enotigh for 
us to delineate the character here repreſented, and to 
| conſider what lefſons of improvement we ourſelves 
may deriye from it. 
Some paſſages of the book will be found, | 
- after the 3 diligent examination, very diff and 
. obſcure. * ut jet not this diſcourage c r Kae at- 
- feation.; to it. "Many inſtrüctions, neither bf Joùbtfu t 
: meaning, nor of ſmall importance, are to be drawn 
ſuppoſes jt to beviitien with a peculiar reference to his diſtreſs they 
might feels u 2 ge- eſtabliſument in Canaan, becauſe the 6 
traordinary idence, granted to their forefathers, as then with- 


drawn. But he allows that it contains a real hiffor 1.0 that 00 
livedy 2% La W. in 0 ee in [IE 
8 e tit Moſes. 4.4 


* 1 | | | 
4 . ; * 7 Fi * from 
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Som ite The eſign of the whole is clear and 


- -ntereſting,, In the hiſtory, of Job the conduct of, 


divine Providence is exhibited. in a very ſtrikin Per 
we are taught, that for wiſe pur poſes the wicked are 
itted to proſper and er the righteous to 
Each ted tempteds and oppreſſed: we are conſtrained 
to reverence and adore the majeſty of that God, with 
whom we have to do: we learn the folly and. the fin. 
of contending with Him: and we are led to truſt and 
to praiſe him, not only in a time of outward. eaſe and 
comfort, but even when we feel the rod of his cor- 
J3ection, and every thing dear is taken away from us. 
Job is held forth, as it were, to public view; and 
. affords a glorious ſpeRacle indeed. Pr. jar 
men ſeem called upon to obſerve this moſt faithful and 


beloved ſervant of God, ſuddenly caſt downfram the 


height of proſperity, ſuffering accumulated miſeri 
and thoſe of no common kind, treated as an outcaſt 
from earth and heaven, and maintaining a ſevere con- 
flict againſt the powers of darkneſs. From ſuch-an 
inſtance we are almoſt ready to arraign the juſtice, 
the faithfulneſs, and goodneſs. of God, and No As 
< Is 2 in vain to ſerve Him? But the ſequel 
the hiſtory is expreisly calculated to ſilence our proud 
objections, and teach us to ſubmit with humility, faith, 
and patience... For we behold this eminent faint, in 
the midſt of bis diſtreſſes, ſupported by an Almigh 
band; “ perplexed, but not in deſpair ; perſecuted, 
but not forſaken ;. caſt down, but not deſtroyed ;* 
exerciſing. a.firm confidence in God, by which he 
ured to the end, and triumphed over all oppoſition. 
May we be ſuitably affected by the tight, and learn 
what conduct becomes us, — 2 the corrections or 
— I EINE ot men, or the temptations of 


In the very apening of the book, the excellency 
of Job's character is brought at once into view ; and 
it is declared, that he was © perfect, without guile 

and Hypocriſy, and upright,” poſſeſſed of, and 

9} OT Mo ** actuated 


— 


1 


| Job 

through the different circumſtances of his life. N & 

He is repreſented to us, in the former part of the 

leg, as one of high rank, and abounding in all 
rldly poſſeffi 


i 
wo ons. An eſtimate is made of his ſub- 
ſtance, according to the ſimplicity of thoſe times, 
from his very numerous flocks and herds, whereby it 
appears, that he had exceeding great riches and a moſt i 
extenſive houſhold, and ſurpaſſed in opulence al . 
the men of the eaſt. His wealth might entitle him & 
to reſpect: but he was alſo a civil magiſtrate, if 
not a Ruler, in the place where he dwelt. For thus 
he ſpeaks of his own exalted ſituation: I waſhed my 
ſteps with butter, and the rock poured me outrivers I 
of oil; I went out to the gate through the city, I pre- 4 
pared my ſeat in the ſtreet; The young men ſaw me, | 
and hid themſelves; and the aged aroſe, and ſtood up: 

The princes refrained talking, and Jaid their hand on 
their mouth : The nobles their peace, and their 
'  tanguecleaved to the roof of their mouth: I choſe 
out their way, and fat chief, and dwelt 8 King in 
the army, as ore, that comforteth the mourners .. 
He was likewiſe blefſed with domeſtic comforts, hav- 
ing ſeven ſons and three daughters, who were ſettled 


around him, and lived rin „ peace, 
and love 1. What could have been more? 
But alas ! how are the bounties of Pro- 


vidence a ſnaxe to the ſoul! Who forger God, fo 
much » _m who- are GE ING cue ob | 
power? Perhaps our integrity is put to a ſeverer 
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1 4 d Dur War vn, Good Lord, deliver us?.“ 2 wy 
= | ©» Under the-jaflucnce of religious principles, Job 
1 


| — to join with him in 
it ſeek forgiveneſs, leſt ſome - 


_ 
- 
- 


| that an clevated Motion 10 wil. 

i r duties? Nather, 

it be concluded, that they are under * 4 | 
on and 


together ? Shall we it 
them, as communion  :- 
od of heaven? Who does not perceive 

and lament the very reverſe of all this:? 


2 * 


and in all times 


2 
3 


; bentrünfehandc riss. 95 
ente bf Job conſiſt in words only, r 
e ee e of devotion. Its purity 4a, 
excellence were manifeſted, by his vi | 
to render himſelf as extenſively: 
_ by the whole” of his amiable 
| Kr indeed, we are indebted to his 
Et d him to ſpeak in vindication of his own 
| Sager Wich all the confidence of an pptight 
| ror nh ago ee Hyman ae 2 but in 
to charges oft him, 1 
| py = the the poor that cried, and the fatherlefs and 
bim that had none to help him; The blefling of him 
thut was ready to periſh came upon me; and Icauſed 
the widow's heart to ſing for joy: I put on righteouſ- 
neſs, and it elothed me; my judgment was as a robe 
and a diadem : I was eyes to the blind, and feet was 
| I to the lame: I was a father to the poor; and the 
c. auſe which I knew not 1 ſearched out: And I'brake 
| the jaws' of the wicked, and plucked the ſpoil out of 
dis teeth“. Did not I weep for him ee 
üble? Was not my ſoul griev 1 


8 have not witli- held poor from their 
5 eee Lat hed 


enten my morſd-alone, but the fatherleſs hath eaten 
| thereof; (for from my youth he was brought up 
with me as with a father, and I have guided her from 
Fer 
want of clothing, or KN thout covering; 
hit his Joins have bleſſed me, wad. he was warmed 
| with the fleece of my ſheep 1. Nor did his abun- 
| _ * © - dance miniſter go the purpoſes of pride or ſenſuality. : 
1 | His heart was fixed uþon a better po rtion than all his 
5 uence could/give hien; ant in his moſt proſperous 
_ -- dps" he was" humble, meek; and ſpiritual. He 
"<1 | fade not gold his hope, nor faid to the fine gold, 
| * how are my confulence' MEGANE Os) e 


; * . | + nan 35. T uni. 16-00, 
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His 5 will 122 luſtre to his high rank 
than othets can, for the Fthe glory of God andthe beneſie | 


R 
1 
, 

| 

F 
f 

| 

d 
| 


| perance 
>, | yet maintain an humble, ſpiritual mind? Where 


8 expenſes of many 
| ml ngv the poor from their deſire,” will be 2a. 


_ eminently holy 38 J very dear to- 
e r. he pleads their cauſe, defends them from 


e . Job mari. 24, 254 
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A not cones, "tht x rich-man of ww 
fie 'blefling ? The more exalted his 
hoſe Cle will be his uſefulneſs; 


and his wealth and power will enable him to do moro 


f his fellow creatures. But have we not cauſe to 
ment the and diffipation, the covetouſ- 
1 40 fion-of the great? How few are proof 
and © the foveof mo 27% How few, who are 


| not abuſing the gifts of to the purpoſes of intem< 


! Where are vey who live in affluence; 


'who poſſeſs authority, and are not betra 
— haughtineſs, cruelty, and injuſtice ? =Be it — 


concern, as faithful ſtewards, to improve our talents, 


Though we have not the property or the influence of 
ob, may we not, in various reſpects, be *a ſtrength 
the a ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs, and 
cauſe the 2 widow's heart 4 ſin res for joy?” But the 
us, who ſtudy 

their wann ard ſenſuality, while they 


ſwift witneſs" agairiſt them. As to thoſe alſo who 

are heaping up uſeleſs treaſures, © the ruſt thereof will 

eat their feſh, as it were fire.” For © riches 

not in the day of wrath ;”* but then it will be found, 

that the'covetous are thoſe « whom God abhorrech.“ 
e TIS e ver A 1 


conſiders his 2 ke hixportion and his glory; and; 


dangers ces over them to do them/good; 
This 5 — 
dur attention. 19 e 1 5 

| + 


An 


| ſeekin 
. if pobtle, to rfoy Bak 
_ ever bringin 


os 


louring, 2 wbich is 2 8 5 
of ſuch'a * i 9 
wi. that the whole is a So much is 
; There is an evil ſpirit, the ene of God and 
I righteouſneſs, who is 3 


who love God. He is their accuſer and ns ; 

ng againſt them falſe and malicious char en, | 
inſinuating that all their ſervices proceed from aſelhſh 
and laying ſnares for them, that he may 
draw them aſjde — the of duty. He is, in- 
deed, under the reſtraint an Almighty Power, and 
all his devices 1 but he is permitted to 
ſhew his malignity, and to exerciſe an influence my 
way we pretend not to explain) over the minds 
righteous, as well as of the wicked. How far Fe 
influence" may extend, we do not determine: but 
probably, much of the unſtcadineſs and unhappineſs 
of Chriltians is to be aſcribed to his agency. 


/ 


=. 
© 


It will be aſked, Wh 1 e 8 
who are moſt dear to ( plic 
of the preſent hiſtory wall cp. 4 to reply, that th * 

s deſigned, not to gratify but to conſoui not Ty 
eds im a pleaſure, but to great ge to h 
them, and to advance them to a er Ante of S for 
pubs Area ag bg tar per y 11 
to conquer him r ee pl 

the work of Redemption from the 1 
. will ar aft tas D 
of God and the triumph of his people, and te honour the 1 
utter a * condemnation of the difph 
TX. Ap Dd While We 
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18% Job 


did 
only his own intereſt, without an! 1 in 
crak if all his wor — r 
removed from him, he would no 
15 35 but curſe God to his face. 
the charge to be as falls 23 it-was cmalicious, permif> 
fion was "marr —_—_ man ſhould be tried 
a immediately ved of Al that he 

re the ſecret is rev 


ſucceeding calamities colds and the plan of 


the whole book is laid before us. This remarkable 


an eminent ſaint, or rather, perhaps, 33 —— 


and God himſelf: for e 1 
Sram Job, and fufered bias is be — 


faulted, only 


founded in his 


We ſhall here y de led to account for ſome molt 
of: the divine Providence to- _ © 
wards the beſt of men. Many of this very deſtrip- 


afflictive 
tion may be weighed down with diſtreſſes of a com- 


plicated nature, and be ready to conclude, that they 


are utterly forſaken of God. Such perſons eſpecially 


are exhorted moſt 5 to conſider the caſe of Job. 
imilar'to his; and from him 


Their ſituation may be 
they ſhould be inftruRed'to bow with unfeigned ſub- 
miſſion to the God of heaven, to maintain their hope 


e b e hrs. 


No you coniplalay Ast ben were ever tried as yo 
are, and that your ſufferings are of ſo peculiar a 
% Probe ou be be the objetls of 149 
diſpleaſure ; like outcaſts, tity Ay 


We would perſuade you vo ue your j 


hiſtory, then, exhibits a conflict between Satan and 


that the excellency. of his character 
might be more clear manifeſted, and the Devil con- 


(1 


U. „ ocnerTURE CHARACTERS. | 
| till you have examined, with fixed attention, the hif. 
| . tory before you. Come, behold a man beloved of 
_ God, * deſtitute, afflicted, tormented,” with whoſe 
| calamities, either in weight ot in number, eur a will 
| | Not beara compariſun. 
e K 
| Lion, with great riches in poſſeſſion ; but in the ſhort 
| 2 day, without any previous warning, he was 
ed of all his ſubſtance, and reduced to à ſtate of 
contempt and indigence. One meſſenger trod upon 
the heels of another, with tidings of difirels declaring 
e eee ee eee, aſſes, his 
ſheep and camels, to be taken away ee or con- 
ſumed by from heaven. Will it not be ab. | 
| lowed, that ſo ſ beer K- 
doumſtances muſt be petuliarly painful? dread 
of want is very frequently more than the human mind 
Daun endure: but in 5 ſhould ſeem, the an- 
en this account will be felt moſt | 
who hate always enjoyed abundance.” 
3 b 
. and di * | 
Job reduced much lower than ourſelves ? ? 9 
He had been happy in his children, bon be del 
|  ſteemed his glory, and as a.crown upon his bead“. 
But in the very ſame day, while he liſtened to the fa 
ttzsle of his other misfortunes, the ſtill more melan- 
choly tidings were carried to him, that the houſe, | 
wherein his ſons and daughters were aſſembled for the 
Purpoſe of a convivial-meeting, had been ſuddenly blown 
don, and had buried them all in one common ruin. 
Thus were his expectations of ſupport and comfort 
from his offspring inſtantly defeated.— Are not many 
pining away with exceſſive ſorrow, for the death of 
2 beloved child or of ſome tender Relation, and com- 
plaining againſt God, becauſe he has removed ( the 
: 05 ary RR 465 n RE7E: 
—_—_ e, benbat beg 


— 8 


1 


3 ww 


— 


— — 


— Ls 


SD ²˙ ˙ . 


Nr 


n meek ſubmiſſiom to the will of God, an 


5 — . — 


dere 2 at one ſtroke... He felt the weight of 
the ca 
of his grief; but he acquieſced; 2 
and ſurrendered 
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3  murmurs, while you 2 
vitneſles to ſuch an univerſal defolation in the 


of eee n 
1 e wiſh of Satan was gratifed., 4 f 
cording to his requeſt, he ſaw this ſaint of 
brought down to a moſt abject condition. But was 
his end anſwered? Did. Job renounce his 
or cufſe his God? | No; the devil's infinuation 
againſt him was moſt baſe ; and the falſhood of it 
was evinced. Are we not folicitous to be informed 
how he endured his trials? We have obſerved, that 
his conduct was , his character 

—— his proſperity. ut we bave known many, 


appeared to pay 


par to the profeſſion — adlineſs, 
o enjoyed their caſe and 


ſchemes, and yet have been unable to ſtand. the 
2 have given up their boaſted con- 


thipwreeke”! Ie ſearch the of the. 
wretched, we ſhall not findin all, nay not in the | 


dependence on his promiſe, and a waiting for 
deliverance in his time and way. But * ye have beard. 
of the patience of Job.” He is held forth as an emy- 
nent example of entire reſignation to the divine ap- 
pointment, and of that unſhaken reliance, which can 
truſt God as much in darkneſs as in light, from an 
allurance that He doeth all things well. At the be- 


ginning, at leaſt, of the ſharp — we perceive an 


| F principles, and from this 


8 we appredend, he has been cele- 


Nr 


* * Behold him, dag, fl and eb polſehions, no 


longer the father of a numerous offspring, r 


amity he could not abſtain from exp 


up all to Him. He 


n 


| 


260 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS 

His mantle, and ſhaved his and fell down upon 

I out of q — — womb, and naked ſhall I return 
 'thither : The Lord gave, and the Lord bath. taken 

may; bleſſed de the name of the. Lord,“ | 


IIe will become us alſo, if deprived of any dear d. 


2 to reſſect, that very ſaon we muff part with 
all, and that we ourſelves muſt bo conſigned to the 
grave; that the favours, we here enjoy 


C 
: 


* 


were but in- 
truſted to us for a ſhort ſeaſon ; that the Lord: God, 
as the abſolute proprietor of all, has a right to demand 
from us, hat and when he pleaſes, and deſerves to 
be loved, ſerved, and glorified,. when he takes away, 
no leſs than when he gives. But does not this er 
ample reprove our murmuring, and perviſhneſs, and 
uundbelfef Have we not quarreſled with the ri 
b enſations of God; as if he had injured us, beca 
de has eroſſed our wiſhes, and reſumed the bleſſi 
*whictr he had only lent us? Loet us bow ,before lim 
in ack; nt of his fovereignty, his juſſict, 
truth; and goodneſs.) If, indeed we * have belicyed 
through grace,” we ſhould:do-more than ſubmit, ant 
 Julbify the ways of God; we ſhould praiſe him, aut 
rejoice in tum, as our unchangeablit portion, even 
-when we fee the heavieſt Rroke pf his hand. 
Tue ſacred hiftory remarks, „ In all this Job fin- 
ned not, nor charged God ſboliſhly.“ So far, then, 
the temptation did not ſucceed; the purpoſe of Satan 
was defeated. And did the malicious adverſary deſiſ 
from any further attempts? No: another, and 2 
much more violent onſet was made upon under 
the 2 — — God. as are 
not to forget, that, though we may have gained one 
eonqueſt, we are not therefore — al future 
1 ts; but, probably, we ſhall ſoon be attacked 
Again in ſome other quarter... l! 
The Lord, who had beheld his favourite ſervant 
enduring the ſtruggle in a moſt honourable manner 
is repreſented as pleaſed with his conduct, and 


/ 
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ne 
— although thou movedſt me againſt him, to 


ſeo; tht bis 2 22 
itherto'he had nut been at all dMiRed in his perſon ; 


was, therefore, permitted, in order to manifeſt the ſin · 
ecrity and ſtrength of his faith, that he ſhould be tried 
in the very way which Satan himſelf had pr 
ind accordingly, a moſt painful and loathſome 
affefting the whole frame, was iumediately laid upos 
im j and he became at once, a burden to himſelf, and 
Fe one around him 


this diſorder : enough is told us, to prove that it was 


and wietchedneſs' and horror. He was covered ( with 
0d WY fore bolls from the ſole of his foot unto his 

en And he took him a 

4 and he ſat don am | 

, dis own miſerable I am-made to /pollefs 
tan 

6ſt 


months of vanity, and weariſome nights are: 
to me. When I lie down, I ſay, When 


owls, My ein is black upon me, and 


® Job . „ f n- . 27, 15 299 36; 


n e 1 
to Satan, Still be holdeth faſt his 
pro niques, ub might yet be very — al 

neſs ' was got ſurprifing, as 
0 2 God 'would: put fanknhis bende n 


{evous malady upon his body, he would quickly re- 
1 and.curſe:God to his-face- It 


We enquire not what was the particular nature f 
moſt excruciating, and rendered him a ſpectacle of 


crown, 
potſherd to * himſelf wi | 
the aſhes.” — | 


J 
5 j 
4 * 
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ö 
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But had he none to adminiſter oonſolation ?- Where 
were his numerous domeſties, his — — 


dene Ale —.—.— 
my 
me. atike 40h tin mine bowſey and | wy. 
| Count tne of a + Teen en cg Goh 
I called/myfervant and he gave me no anſwer; 1 en- 
treated him witch my mouth. My breath is range to 
my wie, ph I enretd for th chilren's fk of 


R 3 eſpiſed me; 
I rl ad icy . — — 


S een 

He complained, e e of tides: 'wife of. his be. 
ſom. Ah! what an increaſe of his diſtreſs was here 
Sde, who ought to have been, above all; others, his 
comforter in trouble, and ſhould have encouraged his] 
faith and confidence in God; ſeemed to take be with | 
Satan, and performed the very office of the 

She was at leaft a fit inſtrument for the Devil's gas- 
poſe; for, doubtleſs, ſhe acted under his influence, 
while ſhe derided her huſband's piety, which had 
brought him ſo poor a recampenſe, and exharted hin 
inſtantly to renounce it. Ten ſaid his wife unto 
him, thou ſtill retain thine integrity? Curſe 
God and die. The propoſal, horrid as it was, coming 
from one ſo near to him, was-likely to have peculi 
weight: and what wonder, if it had preyailed ? 75 
then ſurely we are in eſpecial —— when 

| hom much of our temporal happineſs depends, Ni 
us to ſin. We have need to beware of thoſe of our 
oon houſhold, Let even chis trial, ſharp-as it mu 
have been, ſerved only to vines the continued firm- 
_ :neſs oſ : his religious principles. He faid unto her, 
Thou rl of the baum womes pete 


. ERR e . u-. v8 ef <3 1 0 1 
4 1 | what” 


r — 


LELRESS SCE 


28T EAT.» 


1 
n 
* 7 = 
* 


r - i a 4 4 


what ? hall) we' receive good at the hand of God, and 


ſhall we not receive evil? 


"How. amiable the diſpoſition of the pious ſufferer! 


right to inſlict on him what He pleaſed, nor did he 
preſume” to call Him to account. How uncommon 


taining his dependence and fubmiſſion, - though every 


comfort in life had been ſuddenly removed from him, - 


and calamities, the moſt painful that can be conceived, 
were at the ſame time preſſing upon him. Satan was 
once more defeated ; and all his s hitherto 


were ineffectual. For it is added, © In all this did 


not Job ſin with his lips,” es 
We cannot but remark, that each of theſe trials 
would have been terrible alone; enough, it ſhould 


then, - ſhall we think of them all together? We 


know but of one. inftance-at all fimilar, The appli- 


cation is obvious: we remember Jeſus: . His vi 


was ſo marred, more than any man; and his form 
more than the ſons of men. Wie did eſteem him 


ſtricken, ſmitten of God and afflicted. But he was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions; he was bruiſed for 
our iniquities; the chaſtiſement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his ſtripes we are healed *. 


Shall we not take occaſion, from a eompariſon of 
our own caſe with that of Job, to acknowledge our 


great obligations to the God of all our mercies? He 


hath indeed ( dealt bountifully” with us. How nu- 


merous are our bleffings | how few and light are our 


| — Are our poſſeſſions continued to us, and 


our children flouriſhing around us? Let us bear in 


mind, to whom we are indebted for them day by day. 
Do we enjoy vigorous conſtitution. of body, or 


„ 244i, „ N 


a meaſure of true faith was this, which ſupported him 
in his moſt abject ſituation ] Here, then, we behold 
again the triumph of grace; the faint of God man- 


ſeem, to put a man's principles to the teſt. What, 
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amy ſeaſons of health? ©. Bleſs the Lord; 0 
| 5 not all his benefits; A 
All our diſeaſes;; who1 Lone Ne 
tion, and crowneth us with loving-kindneſs and ten- 
h der mercics *.”*—Or have us nay dear friends, whe 
horny g rj ay es lr Hare we 
not ONE companion in partner of al 
dur counſels, who, when we are afllited, will ſhare 
our griefs, adviſe, ſupport, and comfort us, and thus 
_ ««. ſtrengthen our hands in God?” We would praik 
the Lord for his diſtinguiſhing goodneſs, who by 
mixed ſo many favours with our trials. 

Or, in whatever way we are brought go blink 
and though our religious principles be aſſaulted ; ſhall 
we not learn, from 1 pattern of patience, to endum 

all things with a meek and ſubmiſſive mind, and fil 
to ene It will become 
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of continual proſperity, attended as it uſually is, with 
a a ſpiritual ſtupor, an utter indifference to the con- 
3 Are not many thus at eaſe in 
their ſins? And ſhall we be ſatisfied to have our por- 
tion in this world, when, it may be ſo ſoon removed! 


j let me glorify thee in the fire, ; 
| if thou art St purme inothe furnace, be i 
1 „ » Te Cote AE PREP 
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We may, indeed, go down to the grave, without 
. any yemarkab ities, and be troubled with ue 
a awaits us in ? There is 

of the body, and 


er, will bene 
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ed; a and enable us, amidſt all that we may now feel, 
and all that we may fear, > lee hrs with « 2 
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od 5 three r ed impatiencee=ac- 
2 Job, viſe 2 V vindicated 2 eri yet blam. 
ah 59 by Satan—cen ty by Elihu—ad- 
treſſ ed by 1 and e 


—— to proſperity. 


Warren contending 2 preparing for war 
when the ſoldier is girding on his armour; and when 
the battle is already begun; a general attention is ex- 
cited: all around are anxious to know the deciſion, 
and on which ſide victory will declare. 

We have ſeen Satan, the grand adverſary both of 
God and man, like the great Goliath, vaunting himſelf 


againſt the armies of the faithful, and challenging Job, 


who was therefore called out to ſingle combat, even 
as the ſtriplin pang ee went- forth againſt the proud 
Philiſtine. e have beheld the formidable attack, 


vwrhich was made upon this ſervant of God, ſufficient, 


we might have ſuppoſed, to have confounded the 
ſtr Both the firſt and the ſecond onſet were 
borne with a vigorous courage; but, as the conflict 
was not then ended, we are ſolieitous to he informed 


what was the iſſue, and in what manger the champion 
continued to acquit himſelf in fo remarkable an en- 


gagement. This is a conteſt of great importance to 
the whole Church of God, who ma 
ſtructed and ih Teras cc reſiſt | 

us 


Glſt in the faith.” e 8 
ſerious 
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ſerious attention; and, while we e hear of the pa- 


tience of Job, and ſee the end of the Lord “,“ we 
ſhall be animated to ſtand forth in the ſpiritual war- 
fare, and learn what temper we ſhould poſſeſs, if we 
to be crowned with victorx. 
Job was oppreſſed with calamities of the heavieſt | 
kind; but, amidft them all, he maintained his princi- 
ples, and, at the firſt, did not appear ſhaken in his 
confidence towards God. But we haye known in- 
ſtances of thoſe, who have manfully repelled one or 
two violent aſſaults, but who, when the mode of at- 
tack has been varied, or merely by the continuance or 


frequent repetition of the temptation, have been at 


laſt overcome. How, then, was the conflict ſupported 
on the part of Job, in the ſequel of the hiſtory? We 
ſhall ſtill perceive bim, even to the end, truly upright 
before God, and never relinquiſhing his dependence 
or ſubmiſſion : but we ſhall have occaſion; to point 


out and lament a difference in his ſpirit and temper. 


Satan, doubtleſs, gained ſome advantage, by ftirring 
up the depravity of his heart, but failed in his attempt 
to prove him a hypocr itte 

Job, though forſaken by many, was viſited by three 
friends, who, it ſhould ſeem, were men of conſiderable 
rank and wiſdom, as well as of real piety, and who 
came to participate his grief, and to adminiſter conſo- 
lation. Their deſign was excellent; but, inſtead of 
alleviating, they greatly aggravated his diſtreſs: Mi- 
ſerable comforters were they all; phyſicians of no 

value.“ Nor is it an uncommon caſe, for ſincere per- 
ſans to ſuffer moſt painfully from their intimate ac- 


quaintance, from thoſe too of the beſt diſpoſition, and 
in whom they might have expected the firmeſt ſupport, 
Let us & ceaſe from man,” from a dependence even 
on ſuch, as are of ſoundeſt principles and moſt upright 


conduct. If our hopes of relief are built upon them, 
it'is probable that we ſhall be miſerably diſappointed, 


* Jam. v. 11. 
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. their preſence. Th 
out; for let not our wiſdom conceal or palliate the 


But to God let us commit our cauſe, and took ſor our 
happineſs in Him alene; and chen we need not *be 
afraid of ten thouſands of the people. 


\ Theſe pious viſitants had conceived highly.of Job's 


religious character: but they were ſtaggered in their 


ſentiments, partly by his very ſingular afflictions, 
which they raſhly by hs very ford: Grd nb never 
could appoint for! any one dear to Himſelß, and 
partly by the wrong tempers which he diſcovered in 
Fhefe defe defects we muſt faithfully — 


taili 21 which it has pleaſed God to 
record; Let it only be carefully noted, that theſe 
things are written, not for our imitation, but for our 
admonition; that we may fear for bur own ſouls 


and r ante ec What we muſt e in 
others. 0 B98 


- The three friends of Job: fat with: khn upon the 


X Ee in penſive ſilence, for many days, expreſling, 


actions at leaſt, their condolence with him: 
and perhaps, through- exceſs of ſorrow, upon their 


- firſt meeting, they might be as unable to ſuggeſt: any 


% 


ſuitable counſel, as he to receive ii. ArTER THIS” 


2 he had for ſome time manfully endured the 


gl p Rruggle) he betrayed a different 1 « he 
ned his mouth and curſed his day “.“ He did not, 
Inns, comply with Satan's temptation ſo far as to 
curſe his Go 3 but, in a moſt unbecoming manner, 
he complained that he had ever been born. We do 
not follow him through all the bitter lamentations, 
22 he uttered; but Tees er 8 
a moſt grievous cha and that, in 
his former . compoſure, and reſignation, 
we perceive fad ſymptums of pride, fretfulneſs, and 


- impatience. Upon this commenced the long diſputa- 
tion between him and his vifitants, which-occupies 
the chief part of the book. We enter not into - 
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The grand queſtion, on which they debated, was, 
whether any one, of real piety, ever was, or could be, 
ſo given up of God to the moſt extreme ſuffering, as 
Job ſeemed to be; or, in other words, whether he 

ad not been hitherto deceiving himſelf and others 
in his profeſſions of godlineſs. They were, clearly, 
miſtaken in their haſty concluſions againſt him, though 
their ſentiments of religion, upon the whole, appear to 
be juſt and conſiſtent. They infinuated, that, from 
the circumſtances in which he was placed, he mutt 


have been a hypocrite ; and from this general cenſure 


they deſcended to ſome ſpecial charges, and directly 


accuſed him of the very crimes, he, had always ab- 


horred, injuſtice, oppreſſion, covetouſneſs, © Is not 


thy wickedneſs great? and thine iniquities infinite? 
For thou baſt taken a pledge from thy brother for 


'nought, and ſtripped the naked of their clothing. 
Thou haſt not given water to the weary to drink, 
and thou haſt with-holden bread from the hungry. 
But as for the mighty man, he. had the earth: and 


, the honourable man dwelt in it. Thou haſt ſent wi- 


- 


dows away empty, and the arms of the fatherleſs have 
been broken. Therefore ſnares are round about thee, 
and ſudden fear troubleth thee .“ 


In reply to theſe groundleſs imputations, it was not 


wrong for Job to vindicate his on character. Like 
Saint Paul, in later times, be was compelled; by his 
accuſers to ſpeak, what he would otherwiſe have ſup- 
preſſed. To the very raſh j nt, paſſed upon 

him, we muft-aſcribe much of what he advanced in 


commendation of hiniſelf ; which ſhould not be 

cenſured as vain-glory, but conſidered rather as the 

honeſt confidence of one, conſcious of his integrity 
e 


and pained with the unjuſt reproaches of 
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loved. He could not allow that he bad been a de- 
ceiver; and, therefore, he could fay 1 fincerity, 
* T hou knoweſt that I am not wicked ill main- 


tain mine own ways before him. My ſtep hath not 
turned out of the way, nor mine heart walked after 


mine eyes, nor hath any blot cleaved to my hands*,” 


But perhaps he went too far, even in his own defence; 
and we grant, that ſome of his are incon- 
ſiſtent with that humility, which marked his gene- 
ral character. As if he had been '«clean without 
tranſgreſſion +,” he boaſted, 4 My foot hath held his 
Reps, his way have J kept, and not deelined: neither 
have I gone back from the commandment of his lips, 


My righteouſneſs 1 hold faſt, and will not let it go: 
my heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long as I live 1. 


He was not ignorant of his own depraved and 

- ſinful ſtate, and at times he made a ſuitable acknow- | 
ledgment of it: I have finned ; what ſhall T do unto 

thee, O thou preſerver of men? Though I were | 

righteous, yet would I not anſwer, bur I would 


make ſupplication to my judge $,” But he certainly 


forgot his proper place, both as a creature and 1 
finner, when he ſo confident! 1 to the * 
nal of God, and 8 im to diſpute 

matter: Let him take his rod away from me; hi 
let not his fear terrify me: then would 1 ſpeak, 
and not fear him. 8 I would ſpeak to the Al- 
"mighty; and I deſire to reaſon with God. Call thou, 
2 I will anſwer, or let me ſpeak; and anſwer thou 
me. Oh, that I knew where I might find him! that 
I might come even to bis ſeat! Rr od order my 
cauſe before him, and fill my mouth with 4 pros 


Behold, my deſire 478 that the Almighty wou 


mel. | 


e Eifover'in' fob the nolt-evidene 1 of 
meekneſs and r e and hence” bed dale, 
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& Though he flay me, yet will I truſt in him: Al 
the days of 3 time will I wait, till my 
change come: When he hath tried me, I ſhall come 
forth as gold *. But we cannot reconcile it with 
due ſubmiſſion, that he ſhould dwell upon his ſuffer 
ings with loud and continual complaints: and we 
feel a mixture of grief and horror, when we hear him 
expreſſing his with to be deſtroyed, and charging God 
with cruelty: . Oh that I might have m x peck 
and that God would grant me he thing that long 
for | Even that it would pleaſe God to deſtroy me; 
that he would let looſe his hand, and cut me off! He 
teareth me in his wrath, who hateth me: he gnaſheth 
upon me with his teeth; mine enemy ſharpeneth bis 
eyes upon me. Thou art become cruel to me: with 
thy ſtrong hand thou oppoſeſt thyſelf againſt me 4,” 
In the midſt of his diſtreſſes we perceive him to be 
ſupported by a lively dependence upon God, and 4 a 
4 hope full of immortality :** He propheſied of the 
Redeemer's coming; and, as if he were favoured with = 
clear views of Golpel light, he-teſtified his firm ex- f 
tion of a reſurrection to life eternal, and of the 
tific viſion of God, through the merits of his Sa- 
viour. We almoſt envy his ſituation, when we hear 
him cry out, I know that my Redeemer liveth, and a 
that He ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon the earth? 
and though after my ſkin worms deſtroy this body, yet 
in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God; whom I ſhall ſee for my- _ 
ſelf, and mine eyes ſhall behold and not another 4. 
But how ſhort the conſolation! How fad a difference i 
do we diſcover! At other times the very foundation 
of his faith was ſhaken ; his mind was filled with hor- 
ror and confuſion, and diſtracted with black, melan- 


\ choly, and deſpairing thoughts. What elſe is im- | 
of plied in ſuch complaints as theſe? © The arrows of | 
4, the Almighty are Within me, the poiſon whereof 


® xiii, 15. xiv. 14. Xxili. 10. + vi. 8, 9. xvi. 9. Xxx. 21. 
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' '' drinketh up my fpirit: the terrors of Gad do ſet 
| _ themlelves in array againſt me. He hath alſo kindled 
his wrath againſt me, and he counteth me unto him as 
one of his enemies. Therefore am I troubled at his 
I : when I conſider, I am afraid of him *.” 
Me do not attempt to juſtify his expreſſions, or his 
tempers, but we can account for them, when we re- 
fle& on the ſtate of human nature, even in thoſe who 
are truly upright and eminent in holineſs. It is a 
painful and humbling cenſideration, that much cor- 
ruption remains in the ſaints of God; and that their 
peculiar excellencies are often darkened by failings 
exactly ite, We have already obſerved, on 
one occaſion, intemperance in Noah, on another un- 
belief in Abraham, and now it muſt be there 
was impatience in Job. This conceſſion, reſpecting 
bis imperfection, will not militate againſt his ſincerity, 
For it will be recollected, that his general and pre- 
viling diſpoſition was very different from that, which 
we have here cenſured: and it will ſoon „ that 
he felt a deep conviction of his offence, and moſt bit- 
terly lamented it. The world, we know, are eagle- 
eyed in diſcovering the leaſt miſconduct of religious 
perſons, and ſtudiouſly keep out of fight whatever may 
make for their defence and commendation. But true 
_ eandour, furely, will require, that the whole of a cha- 
racer ſhould be examined, and not merely a detached 
part, in'order to form a proper judgment concerning 
it. Who then, upon a careful attention to the hiſto 
hefore us, will preſume to condemn Job, or to acquit 
themſelves ? Let him, that is without fin, caſt the 
firſt ſtone.”* Ah} how many more, and worſe, de- 
fects do we perceive in ourſelves, than we can poſſibly 
| find out in any other | Þ 
We muſt alſo ſuggeſt another reaſon for what- 
blame in this good man, which may account for; if 
not in ſome meaſure extenuate, his guilt, We need 


o — « 
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not mention that his aMidtions were bogularly * 
preſſive ; but it ought not to paſs-unobſerved, that 
was haraſſed throughout, with the we horrid temp- 
tations from the Devil. An inviſible, and very 
powerful enemy, was let looſe upon him, with go 
other reſtraint, than that his life ſhould be ſpared *'; 
and to the vile ſuggeſtions of that malicious for we 
are willing to-aſcribe a confiderable part of the confi. 
ſion and Aerels of Job. Probably many of thoſe in- 
conſiſtent and deſpalring expreſſions, which he uſed, 
had their riſe from * for er, as if 
they were immediately and ſtrongly ſugg to him; 
fo that he ſpake another's language, rather than his 
"own. In ſuch caſes, we ſay not that there is no ſin, 
but that great allowances are to be made; and much 
of the offence, doubtleſs, will be imputed to Satan. 
Are there not thoſe, at this very time, who, with 
the ſincereſt piety, are yet to give up all ex- 
pectations of mercy, and often diſtracted with 
thoughts, diſtreſſing to themſelves, and diſhonourable 
to God? This is indeed a © fiery trial,” of all others 
— moſt Nr PID them not be furprifed or 
red, as though ſome ſtrange thing happened 
A them. wilt they abel one fo. expect, 
and ſo dear to God, as Job was, in a ſimilar ſituation, 
let them not deſpond, but hope for a happy iſſue. 
But why ſpeak we of fome? We are all expoſed to 


—— 


62 


7 „ s Do &@ 5 &@ 


ed the ſecret aſſaults of the ſame adverſary. For all, who 
Ng are engaged in the Chriftian warfare, have to c wreſtle 
Ty WH 224inft prineipalities, againſt powers, againſt ſpiritual 


wickedneſs in high places 4.” And while we are 
maintaining the glorious fight, we may adopt the 
Apoſtle's defcription, © We are made a ſpectacle unto 
the world, and to Angels, and to men t.“ All eyes 

are upon us, obſerving how we acquit ourſelves in the 
combat, O let us be ſtrong in the Lord! Thecoh. 
fit may be ſharp, but will not be Jong, and it will 
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ſurely end.in the everlaſting deſtruction of our ene- 


mies. For © the God, of peace ſhall, bruiſe Satan 
| . under your feet hortly INS ee, 52 


5 "the 9 of much ſin !? True; they are. But 


The queſtion may 'be N Are. not kemptations 


let no pers e be therefore brought againſt the ho- 
lineſs or the of God, for permitting them, 
For bereby pa is pleaſed to manifeſt to his people, 
what they know. but 122 imgerfeQ! the extreme 
and total depravity of their nature. Hence they are 
led to a more conſtant exerciſe of A prayer, 
watchfulneſs, and ſelf-denial, and to a more unfeigned 
and entire dependence upon Jeſus for their whole al. 
vation. Temptations do not, of themſelves, render 
our hearts more corrupt, but draw forth to view the 
' wickedneſs which: is there already: they diſcover ys 
to ourſelves. Nay, further, _ are eyentually 2 
 blefling, as being the very nnd od hath appointed, 
to purify us to imaſelf. « "Tha trial of our faith is 
more precious than of gold, though it be tried with 
fire: and therefore many. are in heavineſs through 
. manifold temptations,” that they may be found at laſ 
_ © unto praiffy and honour, and glory, at the er 
of Jeſus Chriſt ... 
Thus, ſevere as the diſpenſations of God towards 
dis children may ſeem for the preſent, he will therein 
. manifeſt his power, wiſdom, faithfulneſs, and love, on 
their behalf, When the whole plan of ſalvation ſhall 
de completed, the conſiſtency and beauty of every 
will be "confelled by all. "Th he redeemed of the be or 
will admire the A of his grace; and, though 
they were at a Joſs to account for many things upon 
earth, in heaven they will ng for vs « He hath 
done all things well.” 2 - | 
FE. In the particular inſtance we are cine, it is 
obvious, that, throughout this eventful» hiſtory, the 
; Lord watched over his ſervant Job with all the aer 
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tion of a loving father. You have ſeen the end of 
the ” (ſays St. James with a reference to this 
caſe) © that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender 
mercy.” For, whatever was Satan's purpoſe, God 
meant it unto good, and at laſt vouchſafed a favour- 
able iſſue. © And ſhall not God avenge his own 
ele&, which cry day and night unto him, though he 
bear long with them? He will avenge them 


ſpeedily v. 


When the fruitleſs altercation between Job and his 
three friends had continued for a long time, another 
rſon is introduced to our notice, Elihu, who, as a 


oderator between them, takes up the debate with 


wiſdom, and cendemns both the parties f. He 
reely cenſures Job for the very failings, which we 
have noted in him, but does not therefore charge 
him with hypocri'Þ as the others had done. * ” 
At length the God of heaven interpoſed, and de- 
cided the controverſy in favour of Job, but not till He 
had firſt very ſharply reproved the man for his 
folly. With awful ſolemnity, the ſummoned 


him to his tribunal, there to anſwer for his preſump- 
tuous expreſſions . Such an opportunity of ſpeaking 


for himſelf, Job had often ſolicited, boaſting that he 
could order his cauſe before Him. But it is not ſo 
eaſy, as ſinners may . to contend with the Al- 
mighty face to face. moſt holy perſons, if called 
2 a ſtrict account, would be confounded in His pre- 

nee. 

The addreſs of the Lord God upon this occaſion 
was moſt remarkable, To filence and to humble 


Job, He repreſented his own ' -riqen majeſty, his un- 


ſearchable wiſdom, his irrefiftible power, and uncon- 


trollable ſovereignty, as the Maker, Preſerver, Go- 


vernor, and Judge of his creatures, How ſmall a pate 
of what He does, both in creation and in providence, 


do we underſtand ! and that little is enough to ſhew 


Lu. xviii. 7, $ + Job. xxxii. 1, &c. | T vil. 3, &c. 
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uz our own utter ignorance and weakneſs, Do we 
not perceive from his works, which are moſt ſtupen- 
| dous, bow great a God He is? „How unſearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out!” 
Shall we, then, undertake to inſtruct Him, or quarrel 
with his diſpenſations, as if we could have contrived 
or managed matters better? Oh, the ſin and the folly 
of pride and impatience in worms and ſinners ! The 
ſame argument, which is here preſſed upon Job, Saint 
Paul —. 59 uſe of, in order to obviate at once all our 

vain objections to the righteous government of God: 
- & Nay but, O man, who art thou that replieſt againſt 
God? Shall the thing formed ſay to him that formed 
it, Why haſt thou — 5 me thus? - | 
- Could Job, then, ſtand upon his own defence, or 

maintain a conteſt with the mighty God? No: he 
was : inſtantly aſhamed and confounded, for havin 
. dared to complain of the divine conduct; he confeſſed 
his guilt, preſumed not to. utter one word more, 
cc Behold, (faid he) I am vile; what ſhall I anſwer 
ther? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once 
bave I ſpoken ; but I will not anſwer : yea twice; but 
I willproceed no further +.” 
This was a ſuitable ſubmiſſion, becoming a fallen 
creature. But, to fix this temper more firmly in the 
mind of Job, the Lord God went on with the repreſen- 
tation of his own ſtupendous works, which are far be- 
yond our power to control, or even our underſtanding 
to comprehend. The deſign was, to convince Job 
more fully of his impotence and inſignificance: and at 
length it/appeared, that the end was obtained. He 
acknowledged the 283 of God; and his own 
baſeneſs in having ſpoken things which he knew not . 
Now he perceived; more than ever he had done before, 
" "the glorious character of God; and the conſequence 
was, the deepeſt abaſement of ſoul, under as fenſe of 
extreme vileneſs : © I have heard of thee by the hear- 


o Rom, is. 20 + Jeb al. 4, 3. Þ xi, 2, ac. 
| 5 a ing 


of the ear; but now mine eye ſeeth thee : where= 
fore I abhor "os and repent in duſt and aſhes.” 


Thus was Job effectually recovered to his obedi-. 
ence, and eſtabliſhed in a right frame of mind, Nor 
are we, under our ſevereſt trials, in the. way to be de- 
livered, till we be laid low with profound 1 


till all our boaſtings and complaints be ſilene 
« For God reſiſteth the proud, and giveth grace to 


What 


the humble 717 5 * we Taree? 1 
ſpirit are we even Job in the judgmen 
ſhall any of us undertake to juſtify ourſelves, or 78 
to contend with the God of Heaven? Are we aware - 
of the greatneſs of His majeſty ? © Have we an arm 
like God ? or can we thunder with a'voice like Him? 
Have we not yet to learn, what is our own character? 
Or are we willing to adopt the confeſſion of this righ- 
teous man, Behold, Iam vile?“ Would not ch 
language be thought too mean and. degrading for us 
And yet it ſuited the moſt eminent faint, that was | 
then upon the earth, at the very time when he was 23 
evidently under the higheſt influence of divine grace. 
Will it not, therefore, be the moſt horrid preſump- 
tion, for us to indulge the vain conceit of any native - 
goodneſs, or meritorious obedience ? | | 
It will become us alſo to examine, What have we | 
underſtood of the holy nature of God? Has not all 
| our knowledge of him, hitherto, been only like © the 
hearing of the ear? What have we ſeen of his 
glory, or diſcovered. of his excellency for ourſelves ? 
$ it not owing to our ignorance of his perfections, 
that we do not more unfeignedly © abhor ourſelyes, 
and repent in duft and aſhes?” © Humble your- 
ſelves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that 
he may exalt you in due time.” 
No ſooner was Job made truly ſenſible of his of- 
fence, than the divine favour was manifeſted towards 
him, The Lord himſelf pleaded the cauſe of his ſer- 
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judgment. They were even referred to the 
| whom they had con 


terror into the conſciences of finners ? 


* property, a numerous iſſue, and an honourable 


* wk ' -« * : 
* 1 


178 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. = 


yant againſt thoſe who had accuſed him, aſſerted his 
integrity, and ſharply reproved them for their raſh 


man, 

| jo erty ele rite, that he 
might offer ſacrifice and pray for them. Thus the 
very dark cloud, which had long hovered 9 


. began to diſperſe ; and the proſpect brightened ar 


m. | | 
Perhaps many of God's deareſt children may lie 
under the moſt unjuſt reproaches, which they are 
unable to remove. But it will become them to be 
more ſolicitous to preſerve a temper in them- 
elves, than to confute their adverſaries. Their cauſe 
is in good hands, where they ſhould be content to 
leave it, till God himſelf ſhall “ make manifeſt the 
counſels of the hearts,” © Then ſhall the righteous 
thine forth as the ſun, in the kingdom of their Fa- 
ther.” But does not the thought of that day ſtrike 8 
t tran 
actions of iniquity will then be diſcloſed before the 
aſſembled univerſe! And how baſe will many cha- 


rafters appear, which may now be admired amongſt 


men | als 
It was an honour put upon Job, and likewiſe a 
teſtimony of his meek and loving ſpirit, that © he 
prayed for his friends.” Nor can we have a'ftronger 
proof, that prayers and interceſſions for each other, 
eſpecially for our offending brethren, are peculiarly 
acceptable to God, than what is here related. For 
then © the Lord turned the captivity of Job,“ when 
his reſentment againſt his accuſers was extinguiſhed, 
and he put up to Heaven his charitable petitions for 
them. The poor ſufferer was reſtored to great 
abundance and proſperity : he received even twice as 
much as he had before poſſeſſed ; fo that his latter 
end was better than his beginning. The Lord gave 
him favour amongſt an extenſive acquaintance, a very 


age. 


e brought him out of darkneſs and the 
| ſhadow 


4 


Pad 


is ſhadow of death, and brake his bands in ſunder. Oh, _ 

ſh that men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and 

n, for his wonderful works to the children of men “ 

1e What cannot He do for, his people, ſince “ the 

Jr 
ind the I te as 

N had, but we look for a ſtill happier. reſtoration in the 
world above. Thither let us direct our views, and 


ie hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought 
re unto us at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt 4,” What, 
e though we ſhould ſuffer to the lateſt hour? If we 
1- ſuffer with Jeſus, we ſhall be alſo glorified together 1. 
ſe After a few years of diſeaſe and poverty, Lazarus was 
0 conveyed into Abraham's boſom 5; and very ſoon 
ie ſhall all the faithful followers of the Lamb, “ who 
is come out of great tribulation,” ſhare in the ſame ex- 
1 alted honour and felicity, ( when the Lord ſhall be 
2 mags in his ſaints, and admired in all them that 
leve . | : | 

le ix! IRE „therefore, you afflicted, deſpiſed, 
8 and tempted Believers! - Learn from this hiſtory, 
| with what meekneſs and ſubmiſſion you ſhould bear 

your trials. Wait, and truſt, and rejoice z and you 

a ſhall not be diſappointed of your expectation. In te 
ie mean time, let the proſpect of the kingdom, prepared | 
er for you, enliven and animate your ſouls, | | 
r, t may we not warn careleſs ſinners of approach- * | 
ly ing deſtruction? Some, who may caſt their eyes 
Ir upon theſe pages, may know nothing of the tempta- : 
n - tions of Satan, of which we have been ſpeaking. Are 
, you therefore (we would aſk) in a ſafer ſtate? It is 
Jy the uſual device of the Devil to ſtupify and lull to ſleep, 
at not to alarm by any violent aſſault, thoſe whom he 
18 leads captive at his will. — But, though you may not - | 
f de tempted, it is not probable, in the common 
e courſe of Providence, that you will avoid afflictions: 
y | 
e p evil. 14, 15. 1 Pet. I. 13. Rom. v . 
e mJ . a 12 Ted, l. 10. ade 
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woo your moſt beloved enjoyments are taken 
fem ve you any principles, from which you 
reader enter of comfort? Or what deliver. 
ook for? May you not juſfly fear, that 
— 1 are * the beginning of forrows ? "And 
terrible A caſe, to ſuffer both here, and for 
ever! O be alarmed for ire the Goel that 1 


God! the ord de 
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CHAP, XII. 


SECT, 1. 


Miſes —flate of religion and of the Iſraelites at his birth 
—concealed—expoſed on the river—taken up and 
adopted by Pharaoh's daughter joined the Hebrews 
—rejefted by tbem — fled for his life ts Midian, and 

dwelt with Jethro as a ſhepherd. | 


Tur hiſtory of mankind preſents us with novery 
flattering views of human nature, but rather affor 
the moſt convincing evidence of our entire depravity, 
The whole of our race have caſt off their allegiance 
to the government of their Creator ; and though He 
has interpoſed, at different times and in various ways, 
to introduce and eſtablih in the earth the true 
knowledge and worſhip of Himſelf, they have ever 
been unwilling to return to him, and, when recovered 
to obedience, continually prone to depart from him. 
Hence we obſerve, that the frequent revelations, 
which it pleaſed God to make of Himſelf in ancient 
days, were very ſoon corrupted. Real religion, 
wherever it has been revived for a ſeaſon, has gradu- 
ally declined; nor has purity of doctrine, any more 
than ſtrict holineſs in practice, been faithfully adhered 
to, for any conſiderable period, by any people, na- 
tion, or family whatever, VA haly 11th 
A church, ſeparated from the reft of mankind for- 
the ſervice of Cod, there has been from the begin- 
ning. But the preſervation and continuance, as well 
as the firſt formation, of this. ſociety has manifeſtly 


been 
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been owing not to any moral ability, or vir. 
tuous principles in our nature, but to the rich and ſo. 
vereign mercy of God, who, for his bwn name's 

| ſake, has never totally left us to ourſelves, but has 

” "exerted his own Almighty power, in an immediate 
and (we might add) in a viſible manner, for the 
planting and ſupporting of true religion in the world, 

We have ſeen, that, very ſoon after the creation, 
wickedneſs prevailed, and that, in the days of Noah, 
there was a general and almoſt univerſal degeneracy; 

ſo that, among the thouſands who inhabited the earth, 

_ there was nothing like genuine piety to be found, 
except in one family, and perhaps in one individual, 
Then God interpoſed, in a moſt tremendous way, to 
maintain his own- cauſe, reſcued his faithful ſervant 
from the deſtruction which he brought upon the un- 
godly, and again revealed his will. But did Noak's 

pol rity long adhere to the pure worſhip of God! 
No: ia little more than four hundred years from the 
"deluge, it ſeemed as if religion would have png 

had not the Lord God made a freſh manifeſtation of 
Himſelf in the call of Abraham, and, by a new dif- 
penſation, ſeparated his ſeed from the reſt of mankind 
to be the guardians of divine truth. W 4 
Was, then, the ſacred truſt, committed to the 
houſhold of A 1 inviolate ? Alas 
even his favoured deſcendants, in a few generations, 
would have ſunk into Paganiſm and Idolatryy and all 
the principles of Revelation would have been either 
totally loſt, or ſadly corrupted, by their inter- com. 
munity with the nations of the world, if the Lord 
had not ariſen to vindicate his own honour, and ſe- 
cure a; Church for himſelf. In four hundred and 
thirty years after the Covenant had been eſtabliſhed 
with Abraham, the Iſraelites, who were ſettled in 
Egypt, were almoſt univerſally attached to the ſuper- 
ftitious worſhip of falſe gods, which obtained in that 
kingdom, and were content to renounce the —_ 
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inthe earth. That he might ſtill have a peculiar 


wos. | 
of hy, and to adopt all the fooliſh and impure 
rites of the Heathens #*,”” 7 P 


Then the Lord God determined to do a new thing 


people diſtinguiſhed from all others, and that he 
might thereby preſerve among men the pure profeſſion! 
of his truth, be reſolved to take this chofen family, 


the poſterity of Abraham, out of Egypt, and to 


place them in a country by themſelves, Thither he 
propoſed to conduct them, and there to eſtabliſh them 
as a ſeparate community, under ſuch regulations, 
that they ſhould hold no intercourſe with any of the 
ſurrounding nations, and under a government of a ſin- 
gular kind, the adminiſtration whereof He, as their 
chief magiſtrate, would: reſerve in his own hands. 
A diſpenſation this, the moſt wonderful and -aſtoniſh- 
ing of any, that had ever been from the ſoundation of 
worid, | 8 


neſs in human nature to corrupt and depart from the 
ity of religion, though received immediately from 
heaven, and that it cannot any where be revived, or 
maintained, but by the exertion of a divine z let 
us pray, „ Awake, awake, put on ſtrength, O arm 
of the Lord z awake as in the ancient days, inthe ge- 
nerations of old .. VOM e eee 
To accompliſh the deliverance of the Iſtael- 
ites from Egypt, to form and ſettle both their civil 
and eccleſiaſtical polity, a ſuitable inſtrument was 


raiſed and eminently qualified for the arduous 


taſk: Moſes, the man of God, whoſe character is 
now. before -us, was appointed to the work. The 
whole of this tranſaction, which we contemplate 
with devout aſtoniſhment, redounds not fo much to 
the praiſe of Moſes, as to the glory of the God of 
Iſrael,” to whom our chief regard and. our warmeſt 
acknowledgments ſhould be paid. We admire and 
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adore 


| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 


| 


2 * 


A dore that grace, which was manifeſted, not to Moſe, 
only, but, in and through him, to all the Jewiſh na- 
tion, and to the univerſal/Church of in every 


1 
[ 


_- moſt difficult and perilous, and for that purpoſe he 


prophet in the old teſtament poſſeſied. It is evident, 


"wonders, which the Lord ſent him to do in the land 
of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all his ſervants, and 


The family of Jacob, who, as we have ſeen, were 

tranſplanted into Egypt, flouriſhed ufdet the care an 
protection of Joſeph f. But Joſeph was removed, 
and their poſterity were left, as ſtrangers in a foreign 


the prince who had promoted Joſeph, came to the 

crown, no regard was paid to the memory of Joſeph, 

no gratitude was felt towards that eminent benefactot 

and ſaviour of the nation. His deſcendants, and 

thoſe of his father's houſe, were beheld with a jealous 

ofe, and conſidered as intruders into a country, where 
ey 


been wonderfully rapid, they appeared formidable to 
the Egyptians; ſo that it was apprehended, they 
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ſucceeding age. He was called to a ſituation 'the 


was furniſhed with peculiar talents: for his abilities 
were, probably, ſuperior to whit any other ſaint or 


that none were admitted to a more familiar inter- 
courſe with God, or appointed to a more honourable 
ſervice. Such is the deſcription: given of him: 
„There aroſe not a prophet like unto Moſes, whom 
the Lord knew face to face, in all the ſigns and the 


to all his land, and in all that mighty hand, and in all 
7 dene terror, which Moſes ſhewed in the ſight d 
rael “.“ © 


land, without any you or defence. And yet, 

many years, while the character of Joſeph was freſbin 
remembrance, and the benefits, derived from his ad 
miniſtration, were recollected, they were treated 
with kindneſs by the Egyptians for his fake. But at 
length, when another Pharaoh, very different from 


* 


esse ness eren ans 


had no right; and from their increaſc, which had 
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Poe MOSES. | 285. 1 1 
| would ſoon poſſeſs themſelves of the whole kingdom. | 
xe it was, therefore, determined, on the principles of 
na. human policy, to oppreſs and perſecute the Iſraclites 
ery ia various ways, in order to prevent their growth, 
the WI and to check uy —_— 2 of dominion, 
ies . But — —— did not Leceed ; becauſe the will of 
or God had decreed: otherwiſe. Exactions were multi- 
nt, plied' upon the poor afflicted Hebrews, and yet their 
er: numbers were proportionally augmented; till at 
ble engt the cruel tyrant meditated their utter extirpa- 

non. But in that alſo he was diſappointed. The mid- 


m 
om wives, whom he fixed as the inſtruments of his 
the WI deteſtable barbarity, and ſtrictly charged to murder 9 
and every male child in the birth, dared not, ama the | 
powerful influence of God upon their minds, to | 
all execute the command. A 'freth ſcheme, therefore, 4 
of WI was adopted; but like all the ſchemes of. ſinners, in | | 
avowed oppoſition to God, it did not fruſtrate, but 


ere tended immediately to promote, the deſign of Heaven. | 
Pharaoh enacted that every ſon, which the Ifraclites 1 
ed, might have from that period, ſhould be caſt into the 4 


river, ' This circumſtance ſeemed. to threaten their 
whole race with deſolation; but, under the direction 
and control of the Lord Almighty, who was engaged 
for their defence, it proved the means of accompliſh- 


| 

ing their deliverance. | 
A. muſt have been the fitu= . | 

[ 


I 


Years before | How diſt 
yo ation of the He 3 wy en off= + 
11+ ſpring were appoi to be exp i 

the — as —— could be looked for 
but inſtant death ! We forbear to deſcribe the feel- | 

ings of horror, which every tender father and mo- 

ther muſt have experienced upon the birth of a male ? | 
child. We need not ſay, that, with inexpreſſible | 
anguiſh to them, the mandate was obeyed; or that * 
thoſe, whom a ſenſe of duty or natural affection [ 
compelled to conceal their infant, were held in con- 1 
tinual terror. Such, then, were the difficulties, in 75 | 
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which the parents of Moſes were involved; for he 
was born at that very time, and therefore doomed by 
the edict to periſh in the river. How little are we 
ſenſible of our peculiar mereies, ho are permitted 
to bring up our children without fear or interruption! 
Many and painful anxieties we muſt have for our 
riſing families, even in the moſt | peaceful circum. 
ſtances; but let us bleſs God, that we are not kept 
in the dead of haying our dear babes ſtrangled or 
drowned before our eyes. Yet in every danger let 
us learn to intruſt them with Him, whoſe love is 
qual to his power; and let us reſt aſſured, that, 
_ while they 


be pleaſed to appoint them to any ſervice in his 
Church, none can defeat his purpoſe,” or 4 pluck 
them out of his hands; 

T be parents of Moſes were 


willing to conclude they were pious perſons v. We 


do not indeed perceive, that they had formed any | 


previous determination to hazard their own ＋ for 
the preſervation of their infant; but upon its birth 
there was ſomething particularly ſtriking in its ap- 
pearance, which was conſidered as prophetical of an 
eminent ſtation o. employment deſigned for it, and 
which, therefore, induced them to conceal it. Such 
is the deſcription given of Moſes: « he was a goodly 
child 4,” < exceeding fair 2, © a proper child 5. — 
Was it, then, no more than an admiration of its 
beauty, which pleaded with them for its life? It is 
certain, that natural affection might have carried 
them much farther than this. But we are acquainted 
with their rea] motive by an infallible interpreter, 
They aQed ©« By FAITH;” and we know that faith 
muſt have reſpet unto ſome divine promiſe or intima- 


+ Exod, ii. 7, & . li. 2. Ad, vi. 20. 
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are under his care, „no weapon that is | 
formed againſt them ſhall proſper, and that, if He 


of the houſe of Leri, | 
and, from their conduct on this occaſion, we are | 
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1 nunobns. | * 
tion. | Poffibly, they mi t receive a particular re- 
velation, that the babe ſhould be the deliverer of 
their nation; or, confiding only in the general aſſur- 


ance, which had been given, that God would cer- 


taiply viſit and redeem them, they might conceive 
the that their dear infant might be the appointed 
inſtrument of accompliſhing their releaſe. Com- 


cheerful expectation of His gracious interpoſition, 


mitting it, therefore, to the care of God, and in a 


_ 


reſolved to hide it, whatever riſk they might 
2 and they were not afraid of the king's com- 


mandment.“ | 


After three months however, the concealment of 


WM their ſon was diſcovered; and, probably apprehend- 


ing, that he might be forcibly dragged from them by 


the murderous hands of an executioner, they were 


driven to the very painful neceſſity of expoſing him 
on the waters. The diſtreſſed mother, unwilling to 
525 up at once to immediate death, prepared a 


defence of ruſhes, in which he might ſwim, for 
a while at leaft, upon the river; though, without 
ſome in tion, he could not long have ſubſiſted 


there. The expedient in itſelf, might be thought 
a poor contrivance; but it was made uſe of in faith, 
and deliverance was evidently looked for from Hea- 
ven. The fiſter, therefore, was ſet as a watch to 
obſerve the event, which could not. by any foreſight 


have been conjectured.— Thus alſo we may learn, 


not to neglect thoſe means which are in our power 


(ineffectual as they may ſeem and certainly would be 


of themſelves), and till to rely firmly upon God for 


ſucceſs. Let us do all that prudence would ſuggeſt, 
Nr e 
's bleſſing. 


On what a precarious iſſue did the hope of Iſrael | 


then appear to reſt! But the matter was in God's 


hands; and with Him there can be no ſuch thing as 8 
chance or uncertainty. He, who is the protector of 


his people, had contrived the way of ſafety ; a way, 


a favourable concluſion only from ke 


| 


* 
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which no human ſagacity could hays planned, or 
| ©, - broughtinto effect. Juſt at the proper moment, He 
65 dir the ſteps of Pharaoh's daughter to the place 
= here the infant was expoſed. | The little baſket way 
_ - diſcovered, and taken out of the water: the babe 
| - - _- wept; at the ſight of which the Princeſs, touched with 
compaſſion, inſtantly formed the determination to 
preſerve and educate the child as her own. Through 
the interpoſition of the ſiſter, who ſtood by to tend 
the im t\charge, it was again committed to the 
care of its mother, who was then appointed to nurſe 
it, not as a poor Hebrew doomed to ſlavery, but as 
nan Egyptian prince, The name Mosa, which fig- 
nifies PRAWN OUT, was given him as a memorial of 
this aſtoniſhing deliverance, with all; the circum- 
ſtances of which, 2 was acquainted in 
early life. In proceſs of he a at court, 
as the adopted ſon of the king's daughter, and te. 
ceived an education ſuitable to this elevated rank, ! 
Here is a wonderful chain of events, all leadi 
to ons object, and all of them ſuch as 
moſt unlikely to happen; and yet they were 
about by means, which would commonly be | 
idental. It was the divine purpoſe to exalt Moſes, 
in order to qualify him for the high office of the 
Leader and Commander of Iſrael. But tlie ſituation 
of that oppreſſed people, and the cruel edit of Pha- 
raob, were great ob - to this intended promo- 
tion: humanly ſpeaking, the thing was impoſſible. 
Who could have ſu that the Pri of the 
land would be the in t of preſerving and ad- 
vaneing Moſes, of defeating her father's deſign, and 
finally of reſcuing. the Iſraelites from their bondage! 
And yet no other perſon, probably, would have dared; 
e colntbrnned by the: e ign, or could} 
have effected the plan. Do we | not ſee the hand of 
God, then, conducting her to the river's brink, to the 
very ſpot, at the proper, the neceſſary moment 
ors eee 
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therefore that The perſiſted in it againſt many difficul- 


ties, which could not but occur to her? For, though 
ſhe felt compaſſion for the perithing infant, yet when 
its mean original was conſidered, it muſt appear an 
utiſuitable object for her notice; it was the offspring 
of ſtrangers, who had no claim to her protection, wbo 
were become offenſive to the whole nation, and were 
ſuſpected to be dangerous to the government; and, 
as it was already ſentenced to die by the expreſs in- 
junction of her father, ſhe might ſeem to be ating 
a traiterous part in attempting its preſervation. But, 
under the divine influence, all objections vaniſhed, 4 
and the way was ot B 
Upoa a review of this hiſtory we are conſtrained 
to cry out, When God will work, who can let?“ 
Even Pharaoh's court fhall receive and nouriſh the 
man, who is deſigned to cruſh the power of the ty- 
rant, and to teſcue the church. Shall we not, then, 
in the moſt diſtreſſing and perflous times, ſtay our- 
ſelves upon the Lord, and reſt in cheerful hope and 
confidence of ſafety, through his _ Almighty pro- 
tection? How readily can he accompliſh deliverance, 
and make his very enemies ſubſervient to his purpoſe! _ 
He is indeed “ wonderful in counſel, and excellent 
„„ 2 53] we 
We have accompanied Moſes to the palace: but 
we know little of what occurred to him in that ſitu- 
ation. The ſacred writers eſteem it of ſmall conſe- 
quence to relate what is tranſacted in palaces, Which 


* 


» 


are generally ſcenes of folly and diffipation, whilſt: : 


they haſten to thoſe events, however trifling in them 
ſelves, which concern the people of God, We 
have obſerved, that his education was ſuitable to a 
young prince of the higheſt expectations. For he 
was the adopted fon of the King's daughter, and, as 
ſhe is ſuppoſed to have been an only child, he was 
reg the preſumptive heir to the crown. 

n this place he enjoyed peculiar advantages for the 
| Vol. I, q | O acquiſition 


=, 
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A "nequiſition of human literature, as Egypt was emi. 
nent in the ſtudy of the ſcfences ; and doubtleſs he re. 
| ceived his inſtruction from the moſt illuſtrious Magi, 
Fe is therefore ſaid to have been © learned in all the 
wiſdom of the 5 BYPtians and mighty in words and 


in deeds*,” this, indeed, he has left ample teſ. 
- timony in thoſe valuable writings, which bear his 
name, and which have been a bleſſing to the Church 
in every ſucceeding age to the preſent day. By ſuch 
a ſituation, then, Moles was qualified for the arduous 
taſk, which. was afterwards aſſigued him. How won- 
_ derful are the appointments'of Providence, which de- 
termine the bounds of our habitations! The moſt 
. honoured inſtruments of glorifying God are often 
prepared for their work, by being previouſly caſt, in- 
voluntarily or without any intention of their own, into 
thoſe conneQions, in which they are furniſhed with the 
neceſſary accompliſhments. . en unto Him are 
all his deſigns from the beginning: and when it is 
is purpoſe to call ſome favoured ſervant to an im- 
portant office or employment, He cannot be at a los 
for means to fit him for it. „ 1 
What was the moral character of Moſes in his 
youth, we know not. We conclude that he was 
acquainted by his mother with the circumſtances of 
his birth, with his near relation to the Iſraelites, and 
with the expectation ſhe had formed, of his being 
intended for very eminent ſervices. But we are not 
told, what effect her pious inſtructions produced 
pon his mind, ſo long as he lived in Pharaoh's court. 
That ſituation was moſt unfavourable to religion; 
and, not improbably, whatever attachment he might 
feel to the cauſe of his oppreſſed brethren, he did not 
avow it, but joined in the 1 cuſtoms _ prac- 
tices of the Egyptians. At rs of age, 
| however, from the nobleſt cen he reriounced 
his connections in the palace, cheerfully gave up 
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all that a carnal heart would have deſired (the means 
of ſenſual indulgence and the flattering proſpect of 
wealth and power), and openly declared his determi- 
nation to take part with the deſpiſed Iſraelites. I 
© Yeirs before This extraordinary conduct may juſtly 
-Chriſt; | excite our wonder. It is ſo uncommon 4 
1531. caſe, to ſee men forego great worldly ad- 
vantages, that we may well enquire, by what mo- 
tives he was actuated. Weyperceive many conſider 
ations, which might have induced him to continue in 
his place: - ſuch as, the ſplendour, eafe, and pleaſures : 
he then enjoyed; the expeRation of being one day 
raiſed to the throne of Egypt; the opportunity, 
which that elevated ſtation would have afforded him, 
of relieving and protecting moſt effectually the per- 
ſecuted Hebrews : the difficulty and apparent impoſ- 
ſibility of his ſuccouring them, unleſs he retained his 
connections at court; the charge of ingratitude, to 
which he would be - expoſed, for deſerting the very 
friends, who had preſerved his life; the contempt and 
hatred he muſt look for, as ſoon as he avowed him 
ſelf an Iſraelite; and the indignation of the king, 
who would immediately condemn him, as a profeſſed 
enemy to the ſtate. | LA 
Here were many reaſons to perſuade him on the 
one hand, and to terrify him on the other; and 
theſe things, doubtleſs, were repreſented to his mind 
in their full force. But he acted on a principle, 
which at once ſet aſide all theſe conſiderations, as of 
no weight, and left him no room for heſitation. He 
ied his determination, in oppoſition to every 
worldly inducement, from a ſenſe of what he owed 
to God, and in firm dependence on His bleſſing and 
ſupport. Here, then, we acknowledge him, not ſo 
much the poliſhed courtier, as the devout and zealous 
ſervant of God; and, though he paſſed for a fool or 
2 madman” among the Egyptians, we admire * the. 
exceeding grace of God in him,“ and pray that we 
may be found faithful, even as he was. | 
_—_— O2 | We 


- FAITH, .Moſes, when he was come to years, refuſed 


— 
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We are not left to a doubtful conjeAure. about his 
views and motives on this occaſion ; for a ſure inter. 
ꝓteter has opened to us the ſecret of his heart, * By 


to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter; chooſin 
rather to ſuffer affliction with the people of G 
than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon; 
eſteeming the reproack of Chriſt greater riches 
chan the treaſures in Egypt; for he had reſpect unto 
the recompenſe of the reward .“ Having been 
inſt ructed in the divine Covenant made with Abra- 
ham and his ſeed, and in the promiſes of the Saviour, 
who was to deſcend from that family, he believed 
that they were under the peculiar protection oſ 
Heaven, and would oy be reſcued from their mi- 
ſerable oppreſſion. With fervent deſire, therefore, 
to partake with them of their religious privileges, he 
reſolved to join their ſociety, whatever he might riſk 
by it, and freely to ſacrifice every temporal advan- 
tage, for the ſake of that Redeemer, whom he pro- 
ed to look for, This was indeed “ the faith which 
_ overcometh the world,” © - 
It appears alſo, that he had ſome intimations from 
God, beſides the expectation he might have formed 
from the account of his parents, that he was deſigned 
to be the inſtrument of N his people IIrael. 
In obedience, then, to the will of God, and not in 
fanciful diſguſt, or through any moroſeneſs of ſpirit; 
in order to teſtify his readineſs to do and to ſuffer 
all that God would have him, he cheerfully quitted 
his moſt enviable. ſituation, in the court of Egypt, 
and, like his father Abraham before him, © he went 
out, not knowing whither he went. 
But what was his immediate object? © It came 
into his heart to viſit his brethren, | and he looked on 
their burdens.” He was touched with compaſſion 
for their afflicted ftate ; and he was deſirous to con- 


= 1 . F I , 
#* Heb. xi, 2426, 
* - * 7 4 , . » 
8 0 bo , 4 1 Py 


__ = n 1 5 W 


an Refi. 


p 1 y 


f 


v  ,' 


trive ſome way, if it were poſlible;. to alleviate their 


diſtreſs, or elſe to bear his with them. More 
than this; it ſhould ſeem that he was forward to 
enter upon his office; and therefore, with great zeal, 
rhaps with an improper warmth, he propoſed him- 
f to them in the character, which he expected to 
fuſtain; of their deliverer, and looked for no other 
than a cordial reception from them. But his ardour 
in their cauſe met with: a ſevere-check, not ſo much 
from their enemies, as from themſelves. Like tae 
Saviour, whom he prefigured, he was at firſt “ de- 
ſpiſed and rejected.. He came unto his own, and | 
his own received him not.” 1 
An occaſion immediately occurred, which induced 
him to interpoſe. He beheld an Hebrew brother 
ſuffering by the cruel hand of an Egyptian, and 
ſtood up as the avenger of the injured perfon.' In 
this contention he ſlew the Egyptian. What the 
circumſtances might be, to render ſuch an act of 
violence neceſſary or juſtifiable, we know not. 
Enough is not told us, to enable us to form a proper 
judgment of it: Moſes' might be driven to it, in 
defence of himſelf, as well as of the Iſraelite; or he 
might conſider himſelf authorized by a divine com- 
miſſion to vindicate the wrongs of his people, and to 
puniſh their oppreſſors. This event might alſo be 
deſigned to confirm his hopes of reſcuing his coun- 
trymen from their miſerable bondage, and of ' over- 
coming the Egyptians, as he had done ia the inſtance + 
before us. lil 
But, while he was ready to aſſert the rights of his 
enſlaved brethren, they were dejected ; and, fo far 
from ſeconding his endeavours, they quarrelled among 
themſelves, and reproached him for his zeal in their 
ſervice. On the very next day, a freſh inſtance 
was given of his regard to their welfare. Per- 
ceiving a ſharp contention between two Iſraelites, 
he undertook to be the mediator, and with a very 
mild expoſtulation would have reconciled them to 
i i | each 
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each other. * Sirs, (ſaid he) ye are brethren : 
diſtreſſing ſight, to abferve thoſe, who were ſo nearly 


| | _ related by blood; and as kloſely allied by affliction, 
and who ought therefore to have had one common 


What, was'it not enough that Egypt opprefled and 


ſtudy to promote your mutual benefit and comfort!“ 


maſity that prevails among them would ceaſe. 


— 
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do ye wrong one to another s It was indeed a 


intereſt, taking part with their enemies, and by their 
fooliſh conteſts increaſing their own calamities. 


deſtroyed them? Muſt they alſo vex and devour 
one another? How fuitable the admonition of 
Moſes; „Ve belong to the fame family, and ſhould 


May we not apply this wiſe reproof to thoſe warm 
diſputants, who, by their fierce debates, divide and 
weaken the Chriſtian Church? They forget ſurely, 
that they are brethren,” or elſe much of the ani» 


boy do ye wrong one to another?“ Leave to 


pour adverſaries the work of perſecution, but be 
Fou « kindly, affectioned one to another with bro- 


. therly love.?“ 2 D Jia, ep tiete:+Þ 
Was, then, the mediation of Moſes accepted? 


No: they underſtood not that he was appointed to 
be their ruler and their judge; and accordingly they 
ſpurned at his interpofition, and upbraided him with 
what he had done the preceding day in avenging one 
of their own company.” / This was-a painful trial to 
him; and ſuch a failure in his firſt attempts, we ſhould 


apprehend, might greatly damp bis zeal. © To what 


purpoſe (he might argue) have I renvunced wy fors 
mer connections? If Iam to be thus deſpiſed by 
my own countrymen, would it nat be better to re- 
turn to thoſe, whoſe friendihip.I have forſaken ? 


But, perhaps, there was a degree of forwardneſs and 


raſhneſs in Moſes, which the contempt, he met with, 
would ſerve to correct. He had much more to learn 


in true religion, than hitherto be had attained, in 


| 
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order 


he was eager to be employed. | 
oppreflion” for a longer period, that they wih 8 


order. to qualify him for his high office, Nor was 
the time of his delivering Iſrael yet arrived, though 


more effectually humbled; and, in the mean ſeaſon, 


theit numbers were increaſing, Moſes was better 


prepared for his work, the Egyptians alfo and the 
Canaanites were - permitted to fill up the meaſure of 
their iniquities, For theſe ends the Lord deter- 
mined, that forty more years {hould elapſe, before 
he would ariſe to maintain the cauſe of his oppreſſed 
Rea ee 8 
Do we not admire the divine patience and long- 
ſuffering, eſpecially when contraſted with our vehe- 
mence and precipitation? The purpoſes of God are 
firm and ſure; but He proceeds to the execution of 
them with a flow ftep ; while we are full of ardour 


to haſten them. Our zeal, therefore, even when it 


Þrings from the beſt principles, is ry mixed 
with raſhneſs and violence ; and for this reaſon, 
doubtleſs, it pleaſes God to ſuffer thoſe, whoſe hearts 
low with a moſt fervent deſire to ſerve him, to be 
Fic ppointed in many of their firſt attempts. Not 
unfrequently they are oppoſed by the very perſons, 
whoſe intereſt they wiſh to promote; not by the 

world only, but by the Iſrael of God. A trial of this 
nature is far more diſtreſſing than any. contemptuous 


hey were to ſuffer + 3 


or injurious treatment from the avowed enemies of 


-godlineſs, But let us be prepared for it, nor wonder, 


if our kindeſt interpoſitione, eſpecially to make 
between our contending brethren, de rejectec 


reproached by good people. Perhaps we have been 


too forward, or acted too much in our own ſpirit ; 
and therefore it may be of real advantage to us, to 
fail in our ſchemes. We ſhall thereby become more 
ſolid in our judgment, more ſteadfaſt in our purpoſes, 


— 


more meek in our tempers, and more pure and up- 


right in our motives. We may have ſincerely in- 
tended to do the, will of God, and what He alſo det 
e e 


' j 
1 


upon Him for ſucceſs, © 358 
Probably, what we lament as a ſore diſappoint. 
ment, may tend to our own temporal we"? T his, 
ve perceive, was the cafe with Moſes. He found 
00 the opprobrious ſpeech of the Iſraelite, who thruſt 
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ſigus to effect: but, while our endeavours are de. 


ff 
1 F 


feated, we learn to wait His time, and to depend 


* 


im away, that he was known to have lain the 
Egyptian; which made him apprehenſive of danger, 
It ſoon appeared alſo, that Pharaoh, who was in- 
cenſed againſt him, ſought his life. The man of 
God, therefore, trembled for his ſafety, perhaps 


through a defect of faith, and thought himſelf obliged 
for his own 8 to become an exile and a 


wanderer, He fled to the land of Midian, far from 
all his friends and connections, and without any 


means of ſupport or any expectation of aſſiſtance, but 


from God alone. In this foreign country, unat- 
tended, fatigued, and helpleſs, he ſat down by a 
well.” How different his ſituation there, from that 
which be had lately deſerted! Not long before, he 
had been furrounded with all the ſplendour of a palace; 


but then how diſtrefling his proſpect! At ſuch a 
ſeafon, were there any confiderations, which could 


relieve his mind? Yes; the very. ſame which had 
Induced him to quit the court. He had reſpect unto 
the recompenſe of the reward.“ The grace, which 
had preſerved him from the ſnares of proſperity, up- 
held him even in that moſt deſtitute and dangerous 
condition. He ſeemed, indeed, to have loſt all: but 


he had committed himſelf and his concerns into ſafe 


hands. Let us wait to ſee the event. - O caſt thy 


| ; burden upon the Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee !“ For 


« did ever any truſt in Him, and was confounded ?”. 


\* "Moſes obtained deliverance by an incident, which 
could not have been foreſeen. hile he fat by the 
well, the daughters of Jethro, or Raguel, a prieſt or 


rather a prince in Midian, came to water their flocks ; 
in which office he readily ſtepped forth to aſſiſt _ 
ö . | k A 


* 
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and them from the violence of certain neigh- 
pouring ſhepherds. This was an act of juſtice and 
of kindneſs, and was amply recompenſed by the gra- 
titude of Jethro, who invited the poor deſolate 5 
to go and abide under his hoſpitable roof. An at- 
tachment, it ſhould ſeem, was ſoon formed between 


theſe two perſons, who appeared to have been of a 


kindred diſpoſition, alike benevolent and generous. 
« Meſes was content to dwell with the man ;”” and 
this was a mark of his humility, deſtitute as he was, if 
we conſider that he had been educated and had lived 
as a prince, and that he now became a ſervant, in the 
capacity of a ſhepherd, aud cheerfully ſubmitted. to a 
laborious employment. But here the Lord provided 
him with an aſylum, and bleſſed him with domeſtic, 


comforts. ' He married one of the daughters of Jethro, 


whom he had two ſons. | a 
In ſuch a ſituation, little known, and little regarded, 
he, who had been heir to the crown, of Egypt, who 
was. appointed to be © a King in Jeſhurun, delt 
for forty . years. Vet mean as his occupation was, 
this proved a very favourable retreat. We praiſe our 


God, who ſupports and defends his people, and never 


leaves them nor forſakes them, in times of greateſt dan» 
ger and diſtreſs. Let us not doubt, even when we can 
ee no means of ſafety or deliverance, that He will 


raiſe up friends, and open a place of refuge for us : 


Yea, He himſelf will be * a fanQtuary” to us. 
Moſes, we have obſerved, was probably ſent to 
Midian for conſiderable advantage to himſelf, that he 
might have more intimate eonverſe with God. He 
had derived much benefit from bis education in. 
Egypt, whereby he became an accompliſhed ſcholar, 
an experienced ſtateſman, and à valiant ſoldier, Thus 
he was quali fied to ſtand before Pharaoh; and to oo m- 
mand the Iſraelites. But as an Egyptian prince, he 
had leſs opportunity of improvement in true religion, 


than in his retirement, as a ſhepherd and a ſervant to 


his father-in-law Jethro. There he enjoyed every 
2H | Qs PT tain | 
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- fuitable convenience, - leiſure and ſolitude; for the 


_ E of meditation and devotion: which prepared 
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bim for that nearer intercourſe with God, to which 
he was deſigned to be admitted. Vet it required pe- 
. euliar grace in Moſes, to be content ta hide his ta- 
lents in ſecret, and quietly to wait, ſo long a ſeaſon, 
for the promiſed deliverance. The Lord's people are 
all eager to be uſeful; but many of them are un- 
known, and poſſeſs not the power of doing extenſive 
ood, This is meant as a trial of their faith. Let 
em only be diligent to make the beſt of their pre. 
ſent obſcurity, and be willing to be nothing; and 
they ſhould not. doubt, that in due time they will be 
brought forth to a larger ſphere, if the divine wiſdom 
ſhall judge it expedient for them. 
How inſtructive is the example before us! Let us 
enquire, Are we like-minded with Moſes ? Are we 
ready, whenever required, to renounce the world, 


with all its pomps and vanities, its honours, plea- 


ſures, and preferments, from a real regard to Chriſt ? 


We do not aſſert, that it is any part or evidence of 


true religion, merely to give up our ſituation: in ge- 
neral, we muſt abide in our calling. To forſake our 
appointed place, without ſome plain intimation that 
this is the will of God, would not be an act of truſt 
or ſubmiſſion, but of raſhneſs, perhaps of cowardice 
or preſumption, But where our poſt cannot be 
maintained, conſiſtently with a profeſſion of ſupreme 
attachment to the Saviour, there the line of duty is 
obvious. Our Lord determined the matter, when he 
faid, He that loveth father or mother more than 
me, is not worthy of me“... 
Is not the world; then, in one reſpe& or another, 
ſnare to our ſouls? Are we not hereby tempted, if 
oppoſe,” yet ſhamefully to neglect the 
ſervice of Chriſt , There are various binderances in 
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the way of a ſtrictiy religious life ; but the faith of 
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Moſes would enable us to overcome them all. We 
may inſtance in three particulars: ab 
1. The expectations of advancement. Something 
ore, or ſomething higher, is what moſt perſons are 
Gekieg'; and it is ſuppoſed (which in many caſes is 
undeniably true), that any zealous exertions in favour 
of real godlineſs will prevent them from accompliſtt- 
ing their wiſhes; and therefore they beg leave to 
poſtpone a due attention to the concerns of the ſoul,” 
till their temporal ſchemes are ſettled. And ſhall We 
dare to act upon ſuch a principle as this? Had Moſes - 
been influenced by the views of preferment, he would 
have continued his connections with the Egyptians, 
and difowned the Iſrael of God. But he © refuſed 
to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter, and thus 
gave up his proſpects of a crown and a kingdom. 
2. The ſove of ſenſual enjoyments z—an idola- 
trous attachment to which is diſcovered on 
fide. The. young and the healthy, if the means'of 
yratification are afforded them, ſeem to think they 
ve a licence to indulge their paſſions without re- 


 firaint, The precept of Chriſt, therefore, & to deny 


themſelyes, to take up their croſs daily, and to follow 
him,” they treat with contempt, and put off theſe un- 
comfortable duties to the aged, the ſick, and the 
loomy. Shall we not remind them, how different 

om-their plan was the conduct of Moſes who de- 


ſpiſed, what they are ſo eagerly purſuing, the plea= 


ſures of fin, which are but for a ſeaſon?“ He was 
in the full vigour of his ſtrength, and had all the de- 
lights of ſenſe at his command, yet he cheerfully 


- renounced them all, 4+ chooſing rather to ſuffer 


affliction with the people of . And this leads 
us to remark another hinderance of real piety, 

3. The fear of reproach. Thoſe, who will ſerve 
God faithfully, even in our own day, meet with man 
difficulties from the oppoſition of an toad, 
Their characters are traduced, and their ſociety is 
avoided, as molt W _ opprobtious. 3 
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who acknowledge them to be right, and wiſh to be in 
tzeir ſtate, are red from forming any intimac 

with them, leſt they ſhould come into the ſame tif. 

grace. Thus “ the fear of man bringeth a ſnare.” 

Are we not under the influence of this principle! 

What prevents us from making a- bold profeſſion of 

the Golpel? Why are we by of the acquaintance 
of thoſe, who are confefledly “ the excellent of the 

earth Are we not ſeeking the praiſe of men, even 
at the expenſe of truth and = good conſcience, un- 
willing to be accounted fools for Chriſt's ſake? 

Where, then, is the zeal of Moſes? © He eſteemed 

the reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the trea- 

ſures of Egypt.“ Let us not forget, it is THE Re- 

PROACH OF CHRIST, which we are called to bear by 

a ſteadfaſt attachment to his people, and by a cou- 
. Fageous defence of the doctrines of revelation. And 

is not He worthy, for whom we ſhould reſign the 

favour of the world? © For our fakes he, became 
poor, and “ made himſelf of no reputation, that 
we might be exalted to eternal glory. « If we ſuffer, 
we ſhall alſo reign with him; and like Moſes we 
ſhould © have reſpect . unto this recompenſe- of re- 
ward :” for thus only ſhall ye be animated to perſe- 
vere in our chriſtian courſe, till we join the ſociety of 
the faithful above, and receive the crown. of life. = 
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ept the commiſſion given him—ſubmitted, and de- 


apes or n 1=br pb to circumciſe his ſon—joined 
5 redo went to Pharaoh . a 
through unbelief—made a ſecond attempt with P PI. 
e ught Pf ru uy Nin out 
7 .— d by Pharach—divided the Red ſea 
his 3 drowned,” and praijed the” Lord. 


17 is the character of the Chriſtian grace of Chas: 
rity, that ſhe © ſeeketh not her own ; 
ingly, the holy ſeriptures enjoin us, (Look not every 
man on his own things, but every man alſo on the 
things of others *.” Ah! how many prove that they 


know nothing of this divine principle, while they live 
to themſelves alone, and ſcruple not to facrifice the 
intereſt and comfort of their neareſt connections to | 
their private gratification ! But the man of God, jW“ 


and accord - 


is influenced by the nobleſt motives of pure benevo- 
lence, will rejoice in the opportunity of doing good 


to thoſe L even at his own expenſe: elpe= { 


cially, if he can, by any i the cauſe 
of od, or of his Church, be will cheerfully 

whatever is deat to him > the world, and 99 
the ſevereſt trials. By faith he extends his views be- 


yond the 


en ee ee, 925 95 
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nt hens of things, and will not, there- | 
fore, be ſtaggered in his aa by the ART 
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. | be temporal advantages, hing in caſe and f len- 

r, and having all ſenſual Ec. I at land, 
| reſigned them a, and preferred a ſtate of poverty, 
8 1 and a not that he might 


Such an one was: Moſes. | Ia poſſeſſion of the 


A 45 a good conſcience, but alſo that he might 


"ſp himſelf out in the halts of Out” ant the e- 

1 + of his oppreſſed people, Thus far we have fol- 

-  " Jowed him, till he forſopk * court of E gypt, not in 
fullen diſappointment, but cheerfully; 3 in the 

+ +» fickle age of youth, when every wild [theme may be 
_ | - rathly adopted, but when he was forty years old, and 
bach therefore, attained a maturity of judgment and 
Experience, We have ſeen him diſappointed in his 


_ contempt, and obliged to fly, in a moſt deſtitute 


© Eonditign, to another country. There, though fa- 


- + | voured with the protection and bleffing of God, 'he 
was placed in no very eminent ſituation ; for be was 
3 Pow epherd, and the ſervant, of his father- in-law 
/ Jethro. 
Ius retired "IO the world he had opportunities 
„ fob ſecret devotion, which he improved to an excel- 
Leit pu But he appeared far removed from 


+ 55 75 7 5 Hey of interpoſing in debalf of the T{raelites ; , 


.and we a pprehend, that, a fo long à continuanc 
"i Idas, he had laid afide all hapes of reſcuing them 
Sut of the hands of their oppreſſorz. We learn, 


tachmeht to prefent enjoyments, file we perceive 

_  thedilinjereſted zeat of 00 and we are inſtrucked, 

TOES 75, delay Which he met with, to correct our own 
193 eee. ja e 
it s time and \ in order to brin 

. e 1 lebe bes, f 

e of the tes me 

e and mere ioſupportable. The cruel 

| tyrant, from whom Moes fled” was re- 

moved; but _— een, charader ſuc- 


ee ccceded. 


zwever, to be aſhamed of our ſelfiſhnefs, and of our 


expectations of delivering Iſrael, rejected with 


3 TT MOSES. - | 13 30% 8 
geeded. e the e e e Rey 


the heavy preſſure, cried unto God for; deliverance: 
and He, in compaſſion to their diſtreſs, ang. ih. rev 


_ © membrance of his holy Covenant, determined to 


break off ein chains Moſes, who had been 3 
| pointed to 


| preparation 
vine putpoſe,., While be was 1 attendi 


the duties of his ſtation, and r the Keek of 


8 the Lord appeared to him, in a moſt extraor- 


| — — e expect the preſence of God, or the 

communication: of his grace, but in the faithful diſ- 
charge of our reſpective offices ? The meaneſt em- 
Pn vill not prevent us from an intencourſe with 

eaven ; nay rather, if jt be our 'proper ſervice, it 
will put us in the way of receiving ſome peculiar 
. "bleffings an mark of our great Maſter's TOPS: 


"Tho place of "the „ e "als "Exe; the 


mountain, that was ſoon afterwards ſignalized by the 


in more rerfarkable intimacy, to which Moſes was 

e admitted with the Lord God for forty Jays ton 
25 This holy man was ſuddenly rock with 4 
/ moſt wonderful : a bright” flame was ſeen in 


the mid{t of a © which, though it continued to 
burn, was not conſumed.— The viſion was myſteri- 


deſtruction. 


1% Kio 5 "White, wee perceive de 


kindled,.: and" mrestenf 
rum, we tr or the co 
get, that the Lord himſelf dwells in the midſt of it. 
Moſes gazed with profound admiration,” and drew 
next $6 e in ken 
N. Aon icbment increaſe, 
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it with immediate 
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a 


work, 6 Makes, who tud bevy 00, 112 
it, was made n 


r, to reveal his deſigns of mercy+. And | 


[2 ous and emblematical; a fit repreſentation Ifraet 
in N and of the Church! 1 ge, under its. 


ence z but we for«: - 


riſing object. Wy 
r 


we . d. k. 23-4 bee Pas 2 


\ LY 

* 

. 1 * : 
9 * — * 2 : 


ea we ban to him b 

1B Mass He nd calling to ir 
75 F. eee. 
n ſenſe of his own deſilement, and of his utter unfit- 
eſs to ſtand before a righteous God. But who was 
te high and illuſtrious pe e, that addrefled him 
elf to Moſes ?? That he might encourage faith and 
| as well as cxcite the moſt profound veneration 
In his ſervant, He yore A fe of 
the God of Iſaac, 


God. w with 1 — te 


| cominue the Gob al whom the 
Bi en, i ST SOOT T7; e 
$45 l : " 3G 7 


r 2 11 


1 +: 


ge LAT, 3 Moles called; : Exod.: tits, a, «The 
Angel pf the Lord ;“ and yet this Angel Is no created Being, for 
aſſymes the i nicable name of Jehoyad, iis 6. 4. I am 
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ur aw." Tube laſt of theſe 
king Jeſus 7 
| uſed, 22 deſctiptive of bimfcif, and Amed the . 
Angel of the Covenant 5 and utero is, 
The ſame perſon afterwards CES 
of his fliture incarn 


ncommu 
Sed of thy father, Ke.“ and fays & concerning hifi; 5 
divine perfeQians, 2 be aſcri 
1 eee 
Deity, when he eee . 
The concluſon, then;\ is obvious; Thie n 
law to Moſes, and upon variob 
ient P rein bi 
N tbe ITY 
| Seal of bis furs incarnation. 235 — e have 
25 Ee at de ſhape | 
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Ihe , The Angel, theo ee the wi th, 
God th 
other than 8 . * . Fines ee 


te . 


5 ze Bos e eee, 
den this teu Lord Jeſus Chriſt bav'proved:th "#42 HI 
1 the Reſurrection, (Matt., Krii. Wed and 3 . 
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Wat could Moſes reply? Or what effect had this 9 
i declaration upon him? 4 He hid bis fact; for he 
vas afraid to look upon God,” Do we wonder, that | | 
| ſo holy a man ſhould feel any dread upon his mind? ++ 
\ May we not rather ſuſpect, our uſual confidence Wes 
F, and forwardneſs, in approaching to God, betrays an 
ignorance of Him and ourſelves ? Surely, the more 
we e His greatneſs and purity, the more 
we ſhall be abaſed before him, from a ſenſe of our 
meanneſs and depravity. . It is obſervable, therefore, 
in the ſcriptures, that ſome of the moſt eminent cha- 
rafters have diſcovered the deepeſt humiliation, re- 
verence, and confuſion, even when God has been 
drawing near to them with the manifeſtations of his + 
mercy. The righteous fear aad hide their faces in 
the duſt, when they 'behold the glory of the Lord. 
though he declares his love; but the wicked einer 
care. not for Him, or tremble only at the ttiunders'of . © ö 
Ils it not neceſflary to check that preſumptuous 
2 which ſome perſons diſcover in prying into the 
divine myſteries ?* Draw not nigh hither ;” duỹt 
ſtand at a diftance, to contemplate and 'adore. DO 
not alſo the ordinances of God demand from us the 3 
moſt profound veneration? For He is as really, 
though not as viſibly, preſent there, as on the mount 
with Moſes. Why, then, are we ſo trifling and ir- 
reverent, bothi'in our inward temper and our outward 
carriage,” during our attendance on His worſhip ? 
Do we not forget, that © the place is b»ly ground,” 
as being ſet apart for the purpoſe of maintaining an 
intercourſe with the God of heaven? Even external 
ceremonies, in token of an humble frame of mind, 
r „ren uſeful: and thoſe are chargeable 
„ ee contempt of. God, who ſupereili | 
re pt ities ene 75 oy | . L | 
What, then, was the deſign of this revelatiom to 
Moſes ? The Lord declared, that be had taken no. 
tice of the diſtreſſes of his people in Egypt, felt. | 
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__ _ © iniſſion given: Come now, therefore, J will ſend 


C 


with this gracious allurance, © Certainly. 1 will be 


poſes to extricate them from their miſerable Alavery, 


Bat who: was to be the inſtrument of accompliſhing 


— = ? 
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compaſſion. for them, and would immediately inter. 


* 


And to conduct them to the promiſed land of Canaag, 


8 this deliverance ? To Moſes himſelf was the com. | 
tee, faid God. And did not Moſes readily accede 


to the propoſal ? Forty years before, he had appeared 
forward to ſtand 1 proper eee the 
avenget of Iſrael, though probably with a degree of 
raſhneſs and ſelf-confidence z but in Midizn be had 
Jearnt more of God and of himſelf, and therefere, 
under a deep conviction of his own unworthia:(; and 
inſuſſiciency, he ſhrunk. back from the office, to which 
_ ._ the Lord appointed him. He replied, Who am], 
„that I ſhould do this ??——But the backwardneſs, he 
_expreiled, : did not proceed. entirely from genuine hu- 
1 e ee en been a ſinful diſtruſt, a 
- unbelieving fear, which made him wiſh to decline the | 
Aervice,. Alas l every grace in the moſt excellent 
Character is not only defective, but mixed with fans 
| Corrupt affection or other, which ſtains its luſt 


and pride, our meekneſs degenerates into cowardice | 
and inactivity. 7 11 1 0 : lg « Ty — 59 202: 
We admire-the-condeſcenſion of our God, who 
bears with the perverſeneſs of his children, anſwers 
their objections, and removes their difficulties. Was 
Moſes diſcouraged at the greatneſs, or the danger, of 
the wor k aſſigned him? The Lord comforted hin 


With the This icnplied a promiſe of fupport and 
protection: and could any thing further be defired? | 
Alas unbelief is always unre ble in its expecta - 
|, tions, and continually raiſes new cavils. Moſes ſug- 
' geſted, that ſuch was the ignorance and obſtinacy of 
tze people, that they would not underſtand, and ina 
captious manner would queſtion him, what was the 


dame of the God who ſent am. 09 0 thy Lon 
Ea: 5 2 # 4 | 
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unn his π n perſeAions, g. 
— + ly. K Wy AM. ee 
objcrve, herein, that our - God 18 8 ble, 


of all other beings, and is un- 
5 the ſame, in all bis attribute, from 
L to everlaſting.” I? 

Moſes, therefore, was : Rrudted to aſſemble the 
I of Iſrael, to open his commiſſion before them, 
and to inform them, that the God, Who was pledged 
to their fathers by ſolemn covenant, had taken com- 
paiſion upon them, would reſcue them from their op- 
preſſion,” and give them the inheritance of v3 = 
which he had promiſed. But were they not a deject 
people, unwilling to exert themſelves ? Yar but 
it was intimated, that a divine influence. ſhould be put 


forth to incline them to pay an attentive and obedis 


ent regard.—He was alſo commanded to go boldly to 
Pharah, and to requeſt. their diſmiſion 3 but — 4 
fore warned; that in he . Egypt he would 
with a determined and obſtinate oppoſer, Who 
at laſt be ſubdued only by the MP Judgments 4 


God upon him. 


Was in not all the objedtions, then, of Moſes ence 


No: We ate ſurpriſed and grie ved to hear him ſtart- 


ah one difficulty after another, and expreſsly contra» 
ting the aſſertion of God himlelf : “ They will nog 

believe me, nor hearken unto my voice *,” . Suchis 
the horrid! nature of unbelief: it makes God a liar, 
Let the Lord bore with him, and, to iuſpire 
him with courage and confidence for his bern furs 


niſhed him with indubitable credentials, b by inveſting 


him with miraculous. powers in proof of his com- 
miſſion. Did not that ſuſſice? Alas ! we are verx 
ready to frame excuſes, when we have no heart t 
vndertake the ſervice, to which we are appointed, 
Moles Wir PR In object his own Ws 
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Jes - gacnreruxt cifanactans. 
[ . 1 x . * 0 o ent. lo of 
Posch, aud of a flow tongue:” | Doubles, this 
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' ,  Eontihved backwardneſsto;ohcy the divine-call, was 


highly blamable. Fhis difidence of himſelf be- 
- Syed 4 nfl diſtruſt of Got; for He immediately 
replied, * Who hath made man's mouth? Or who 
. .* maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the ſeeing, or the blind? 
Have not I the Lord? Now therefore, go, and J 
4877 with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou 

| thy,” as „ l IE £1445 : S019 07 
50 Whit could hays been required more Vet after- 
Bly, it ſhould ſeem, Moſes abſolutely refuſed to ac: 


"44 cept the charge, and aid, „O. my Lord, ſend, 1 | 


pray thee, by the hand of him, whom thou wilt ſend:” | 

© that is, Send by ſome one elſe, better fitted for this | 
_ office, — by whomſoever- thou wilt, only have me. 
excuſed.“ This was moſt provoking to God: 
His anger was kindted and yet he withdrew not | 
the honourable appointment from him, but in great | 
FE - promiſed, © that Aaron bis brother 
mould bear a part in the arduous l and 
de his ſpakeſman, and that both of them ſhould 
be Nd with all neceſſary inſtructions for their 


on reatatkable ts this interview between the | 
molt High God and his ſervant Moſes! We perceive | 
nothing here, which can induce a ſuſpicion of the | 


integrity, or even of tie eminence, of this holy 


man; but we ſee much to abaſe our pride, and to 
prove that the moſt excellent characters have great 
defects. Shall any boaſt, that they are able to ſtand 


1 judgment before God, When they hear that 


the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt Moſes ?“ 
Let us confeſs, that the Lord has been long-ſuffering | 


towards us, and that “ je is of His mercies we are | 


not conſumed.” How backward have we alſo been 
to- ſerve bim! How many objections have we urges | 
- again the performance of the plaineſt duties! We 
| inp er enough in the ſecret workings of our | 


hearts, 


— 
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r of 1 n for al Wieden de M 
this n 
would not enter into n with us for our per- 
de- verſe oppoſition to His wi 

tely 'At length, then, Moſes, ene: to. ſubmit, . 
vho obeyed the divine direction. Having ſolicited he 
nd? of his father-in-law to deꝑart, he 1 his family t 

11 tber were diſmiſſed in peace. Freſnh aſſurances 

lo Lord's protection and aſſiſtance were. given him; ; 

| in dependence upon which he ſet forwards to contend. 
ter wich the king of Egypt, aud to vindicate the wrongs 
c of Iiracl. But how was be armed for ſuch a conflict? 


| Y He sent with no other weapons or defence, an 
55 « the rod of God in his hand.” S0 evidenthy did it 


, that 4 the excellency of the power, through- 


man. The miniſters of Chriſt ay, forth, in like, 

manner, upon their i t emb 

as Moſes, with the of God in h eir hands, to 
ver a. hoſt of the moſt formidable enemies: 157 

the Goſpel, is that © rod of God's ſtrength,” Lone i 
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« the people fall aged cg „ The weapons 

our warfare are, not carnal, but m woes, thraugh.G 

to the pulling down of fog 3 caſting down 
imaginations, and every Gof that Sh 


itle]f againſt the Fuoslalg⸗ ch God, and bringin 

2 3 every thought. to * aelianos oY 
" + 3”, 

A painful trial overtook him by way. The 


Lord met him, and ſought to ge him. 
threatened with immediate death; and it was under- 
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awful 


ps 


ou this eventful hiſtory, m was of God and not of + f 


They. go,. 


He ws : 


to be as a puniſhment for neglecting to circum» - 
ciſe his ſon. Into this neglect, we apprehend, be | 


| $a ee, FOR A 


8 was betrayed by a ſinful compliance with his wife 
af 9 who, from her objections to the ordinance 

F | of God, we fear, had no true ſenſe of religion. The 
* Circ may appear trifling, but it f | as n 
r | 2 

5 


r 
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* 


e obey God though oue 


3 ._, -- conform not to bis inſtitutions, yea even to the ex. 


N 
4 


_-_ 
| _ ceftify their gratitude and obedience. —At length 


into the deſert, for the purpoſe of religious worſhip®, ! 


| {Sbing adivonitions ay promiſes, which God ta 


chem within us! Upon the very firſt difficulty; if 
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| "friends may oppbſe us. We ſhall provoke 
bis anger, if, from "any warldly conſiderations, we 


14 
' 


 tertial*obſeryances, which he has appointed. 

At the very time that Moſes was inveſted with his 
office, his brother Aaron went by divine revelation 
to meet him; and thus, by the coincidence of the 


RENT a. 


| were imboldened to 'aſk an audience of Pha- 
raob, and, in the name of the God of Iſrael, they | 
requeſted permiſfion of him to go three days jou 


The petition was reafonable; but the proud king 
repulſed them with diſdain, reproached them as the 
encburagers of idleneſs and ſedition, arid oppreſſed 
dme poor enſlaved Hebrews with increaſing rigour and 
ſeverity. The tyrant ſtormed and threatened; and 
their own brethren accuſed them of the baſeſt de- 
ſigns. This was indeed a moſt diſtreſſing ſituation. 
"But was not Moſes prepared for the 22 all tbe 


Siven him? Alas! how ſoon do our priffeiples fail 
us, unleſs the Lord himſelf ' continually maintain 


left to outſelves, we ſhall forget all we have known 
. - of God, and, notwithſtanding our paſt or preſent 
' Eonfidence, we ſhall fall into the utmoſt perplexit) 
Aud defpair. Moſes ſtaggered, complained unto God 
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| eee ., 
of the treatment he met with, and murmured at his | 
appointment to his arduous poſt, and at his bad , 
ſucceſs im it. Surely this was wrong: but we lern | 
from it t& © keep our hearts with all diligence, 
while we obſerve, how prone we are to impatience 1 
auc diſtruſt, when our attempts to do good are de. 
ted. Former ſins, alſo, ffered to gain freſh 
+ anon inſt us in order me effectually to hum- 55 
ble us, and the rich grace of dur God is N in 
Fe and reſtoring us, though our backflidings 
e increa . | . 
"It ould ſeem, as if Miſes would have laid down” - 
his office, before he had well entered upon it. But 
the Lord had compaſſion upon his infirmity, ang 
encouraged him to proceed in his work, by giving | 
bim renewed aſſurances of ſupport in it. More | 
thought the caſe was deſperate ; and therefore God 
determined to interpoſe, that He might make his 
ower known: Now ſhalt thou ſee (ſaid He) what 
will do to Pharaoh “.“ -And, in general, we remark ' 
that. He is pleaſed to defer the execution of his plans, | 
till matters are come to an extremity, that his hand +, 
may be the more manifeſt,  - © © 
; The Lord added one promiſe to another, that he 
might remoye the fears, and confirm the faith, of his 
ſervant, and ſent him again to addreſs the people with 
the moſt gracious declarations” of the divine purpoſe _- 
to deliver them. But they would not hear: their ſpi=. 
rit was broken through exceſs of grief, under the : 
heavy yoke of their bondage. — The Prophet was then 
commanded to repeat his mrs to Pharaoh, and to 
require of this haughty tyrant the diſmiſſion of Iſrael,” 
But alas Moſes fainted through the diſcouragement - 
he had met with from his own nation ; and, as if he 
had forgotten or diſbelieved all that God had engaged. 
to do for him, be urged his ooh? objections from .' - 
his want of eJoquence. © Behold, I am of uncircum- | 
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rad our own unfitneſs, when we are clearly called 
dean ſervice, It is, rather, a very ſinful diſtruſt of 
Soc, who can work by the weakeſt inftruments, and 
o alone can enſure ſucceſs even to men of the moſt 
„„ 9H 
lat, however, conteſt between God and, 
.. _ the Prophet was decided. Moſes was veſted with 
moſt remarkable powers to execute the divine judg- 

ments; by which the rebellious king of Egypt might 

know that, the God, whom he had defied, was indeed 

- the God of the whole earth. © See (faid the Lord); 
Ihe ;made thee a God to Pharaoh “: We read] 

 __,_ NnEt that ſo great authority was ever intruſted to amy 
mere man. The Midiamtiſh ſhepherd was en nif | 


[af by js a falſe humility, which would induce vs to 


name of the God of heaven to call upon the proud 
| Monarch to ſubmit, and to puniſh his diſobediency 
Vich the moſt tremendous calamities ; he was em- 
powered to inflict, or to with-hold, the vengeance} 
due to this obſtinate ſinner, till He was made to feel 
nad to confeſs his own inferiority, and the uncontrol- 


ighe xp. 

What, then, had Moſes to fear? Hig. ObjeQtion | 
Were all immediately ſilenced; bis faith was con- 
firmed; nor did he any longer heſitate to undertake } 
he work aihgned him, difficult and dangerous as it 

_ was. From that time his courage was undaunted, | 
and his diligence unwearied. He went, accompanied | 
+ by tis inter Aaron, according to the Lord's direc- | 
'.- -» gers, and demanded of Pharaoh the releaſe of the 
Hebrews. This was the grand object of contention; | 

. ard, in the maintaining of the debate, we perceive } 
tile ambaſſador of Jehovah conducting himſeff with a | 
majeſty, ſuited, to the high character he ſuſtained. 


Id die the unbelieviog tyrant of the divins 
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power, and to execute u 
ole the indignation of 


even, a'\ 


were performed; which were all of a'calamitous and 


deſtructi ve nature. We ſtand at an awful diſtance to 


contemplate the deſolatin 

moved Beko word of M 

ver the hand of God in them all; and, while we 
tremble for our own guiltineſs, we cry out, „ Who 


is able to ſtand before this hoh Lord God ® Fr How 
many and inconceivably terrible are his methods of 
puniſhment? How immenſe the treaſures of” bis 


wrath ! 
In e of the Ring, the rod of Mofes was ' 
turned into a ſerpent, which ſwallowed up the rods of 


the” Magicians, who had been permitted to imitate 
the miracle by their profane arts. At the lifting up 


of 'the fame rod, the famous river, which the ERgyYp- 
tians' idolized, was ſudden! r in its various - 


ſtreams, into blood; and all the fiſh, which furnifhed 


a conſiderable part of their ſuſtenance; being de- 


ſtroyed, became intolerably offenſive for ſeven days 
together, At the command of Moſes, the moſt 


lonthſome frogs filled all their habitations ; and upon 


his interceſſion, they were removed f. When he 


ſpake the word, man and beaſt, throughout all 
the kingdom, om, were covered with filthy lice; which 
the Magicians, ho had been ſuffered to proceed to a 
certain length with their enchantments, could not ef- 
fect; and then they were forced to confeſs, „This is 


the finger of God.” He called for ſwarms of flies, 


which immediately infeſted every houſe, and corrupted | 


the land; while the Iſraelites in Goſhen eſcaped the 
plague, and thus appeared to be under the divine pro- 


tection; and again, chrough his mediation, the Egyp- 11 
tians were delivered. Upon his denunciation, a grie- _ 
vous and moſt fatal murrain was inflited upon the 


N multitudes of 
2 7 * 1 Sam. vi, 20. 1 Nd. vil 1, Kc. 
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8 all the coafts of E while 
col the Hebrews were in lafety*. bone 


ions of the Egyptians bad been unto 
ſooner had this mighty praphet ſprinkled 


furnace in the air, han very ſore and painful. bois 
broke forth. on man as well as beaſt; and the Magici- 
ans themſelves were eby not only 


; but no 


baffled,” but 


ohliged to retreat from his preſence. When he 
3 2 forth his hand, a 9 tremendous and deſo- 
lating tempeſt aroſe: thunder and lightning, accom-— 


ied with hail, in a terrible and unexampled manner 
Jaflantly conſumed all thoſe, who, regar rdleſs of the 


Pa. eee e ene 
* 


of the field; Wan Us Morn, 


ay, * 
ors 3 he called upon the proud Monarch to humble 
2 


f before Jan, +, and, upon refuſal, he waved 


das rod and brought up an army of locuſts, which ob- 


cured the whole land, and devoured the ſmall remains 
Of the fruit upon the ground: but, upon his entreaty, 
they were all removed. He gave the ſignal, and the light 
of heaven was withdrawn from the Egyptians, who 
were, therefore, filled with the utmoſt conſternation 

for three — together; while the Hebrews, by a pe- 
3 _ jon, felt nothing of the formidable dark- 


aſtoniſhing intrepidity he. ceaſed not to | 


pra ye of the King the total releaſe of Iſrael, without 
the leaſt abatement, When this was denied, the 


Prophet threatened him with the laſt awſul- viſita- - 


AT gion; and that very night, according to his denuncia- 


tion, there was death in all the houſes of the Egyp- 


fn 83 the hope and comfort of every | 


hout the kingdom, being ſuddenly de- 
z; Krenz. he terror and Yiſtreſs, occaſioned b _ 


A a judgment, cannot be deſcribed. The effe 


what we might have expected. The haughty <x uh 
though not was confounded ; and both he 
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nnd his ſubjects were urgent upon the poor oppreſſee n 

44 ing ligt. ; 4 3503 N "A | 
"Soar have we known any one ſo honoured of God 

\' as Moſes was, in all the ſigus and the wonders, 

which the Lord ſent him to do 4 | 

to Pharaoh, and to all his ſervants, and to all his 

| lands. The Jewiſh ſhepherd triumphed over all the 

| of that warlike nation. We are ready to aſk, 

Fs this the man, who not long ago betrayed ſuch a ti- 

| midity of ſpirit, ſuch an unwillingneſs to undertake his 

Vork? What vigour, what boldneſs, -whatactivitp- - - 

has he at length diſcovered! Let the praiſe be aſcribed 
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to our God, who fitted him for his office; and let us 

be encouraged from it to expect, that, as our day is, 

ſo ſhall our ſtrength be.— It may appear wonderful, 

that no violent meaſures were uſed to defeat the pur- 

poles of Moſes. Why was he not impriſoned; or 

put to death? But is it forgotten, that he was under 

the immediate protection of Heaven, and that Pha- 

rach himſelf was reſtrained from hurting him, and 

kept in . the exe- - 

cutioner of divine vengeance, and therefore regarded ; 
even by his enemies with reverence and fear. Yee 

we have obſerved in him no haughtineſs, no reſent- 

ment againſt thoſe, whom he was ſent to puniſh and 

to deſtroy. He could ſay with Jeremiah, “I deſire 
„not the woful day.“ For by his interceſſion both» + . 

Pharaoh and his people were long 
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ſpared, and again > 1 
and again reſcued from the heavy judgments of God. 

He hath leſt us an example, to pray for thoſe who 5 
deſpitefully uſe-us ; to bleſs and curſe not. $ 

a= eee i - in all 

| 8 Rag 2: . 

over the houſes of the dae Nur (ona 
apprized of the event, and, in obedience to the com- 
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7 3 mand of God, were waiting in-faith.and prayer for 


_ "deliverance. The whole congregation were required 


cd. i celebrate, on that very night, a religious ordinance 
4 tothe Lord; an ordinance,” which becamk a ſtanding 


ſacrament in the Jewiſh Church, \ not only as a 
memorial of their miraculous eſcape at that time, 


edemption, - which we 14 7 8 Lord Jeſus 
Cont The paſchal lamb: was ſactiſiced in every 


one of their dwellings : the fleſh: was eaten, and the 


blood ſprinkled on  door- poſts v. This was the 
token: wherever the — -» was diſcovered, the 


Angel was commanded to ſpare. © By faith, there- 
fore, Moſes kept the paſſover, and the ſprinkling of 


touch them . We. rejoice, that 4 Chriſt our 
paſſover is ſacrificed for us; therefore let us keep 


man, and His blood be ſprinkled upon our conſci - 
_ ences, moſt aſſuredly no deſtruction can come near 


a * bondage, the ſlaves of fin and Satan, 
me wn by che hand of an aveng- 


God. © : 

'E ig is remarked, that, while the Egyptians were ur- 
gent upon the Iſraelites to be gone, they enriched theſe 
poor captives with large treaſures ; for, it ſeems, they 

were ſo terrified, as to be willing to 3 their 

3 8 ne at any rate. Thus the Lord brought 
forth his people with filver and gold; there was 

not one feeble perſon among their tribes 5. They 

' borrowed (or aſked) of the Egyptians jewels of ſilver 

and jewels of gold, and raiment. And the Lord gave 
the; people * 25 in the ſight of the Egyptians, ſo 
that they lent (o ade unto them a — a8 


they required; ſpoiled the Egyptians.” 


| * Ing i i. 1 Reb, x) 24 2 1 Cor. v. 7,8. 
5 | den. | : 
This 


? 


E alſo as a ſignificant type of the infinitely greater 


58 blood, leſt he that deſtroyed the firſt· born ſhould 


the feaſt.” If we eat the fleſh of the Son of 
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to hurt us. Otherwiſe, we ſhall remain in worſe 
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expedition towards 


This conduct of the Iſraelites has been much objected 


to, as a flagrant act of injuſtice, But ſome con 
ſiderations may be ſuggeſted in reply. The meaſure 


was adopted, at the expreſs and repzated injuntion 


of God himſelf *, who is the great and abſolute pro- 


prietor of all; and it can be no igjuſtice for Him, in 
whatever way he pleaſes, to take from one, and give 


to another. It may alſo be obſerved, that the He- 


| brews demanded only what was due to them as the 


wages of their moſt rigorous ſervitude for many years. 
Indeed it appeared, that they'were not more forward 
to aſk, than the Egyptians to beſtow, -who, like a 


conquered enemy, readily parted with all their ſpoil, 


in order to preſerve life, Thus the Lord made the 


triumph of his people complete, furniſhed them for 


their journey, and provided them with a ſufficiency 
for al the neceſſary fervices of his ſanctuary. Their 
conduct, then, can be no precedent to us, unleſs we 
can thew the ſame commiſſion, as that under which 


. equipped, they fet out upon their wonderful 
anaan, under Moſes: as their 


71 


leader and commander, who brought them out of 


Egypt with a high hand. The Lord himſelf effected 


. >» 
"2 


their deliverance, in remembrance of his Covenant, 


and in completion of the promiſe He had made to 
Abraham +, exactly at the very time foreto!d, four 
hundred and thirty years from the firſt call of that 


Patriarch tf. What an aftoniſhing diſpenſation was 
this! It was an event fo ſingular, that there exiſts 


not a parallel in all the annals of the world 5. Six 


hundred thouſand men, beſides women and children, 
with a mixed multitude (probably, of Egyptians, who 


from various motives might attend them), in all, 
perhaps, three millions of perſons, were conducted 


forth from the midſt of another nation, without any 


» Exod, iii. 21 22. 1 2ll. ji ; Gen. xv. 13, 14. 
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means of force, under the immediate guidance and 
-, viſible protection of Heaven. We need not wonder, Ml 
that ant interpoſition ſo extraordinary ſhould be con- 
_.. tinually adverted to by all the ſacred writers, and ce. Ml 
lebrated with en of their warmeſt praiſe. 
W'̃ look above Moſes, and perceive the exertion of 
an Almighty power, of which he was only the feeble 
inſtrument. Jehovah himſelf marched, as it were, 
at the head of this numerous army, to the amazement WM © 
of the ſurrounding countries, an to the confuſion af 
all their adverſaries. The Lord went before them 
by day in a pillar of a cloud, to Lad them the way; 
and by night in a pillar of fire to "_ chem light; to 
0 by day and night “.“ 
The Iſraelites were directed in thoſe 1 but 
not by the ſhorteſt road to Canaan; and, __ 
they were favoured with conſtant tokens of the Lord 
pre ſence, their trials were not ended, their victory did 
nat appear to be decided, - Pharaoh, that perveiſe 
and hardened prince, whoſe terrors had after-a while 
_ * abated,» repented- of his + conceſſions to Iſrael, and, 
beſc re . were out of his dominions, made one del. 
; perate-effort to ſubdue or to deſtroy them . He py 
' facd them with all thg military force" of Egypt, and 
|  overtook them by the ed ſea, in ſuch- a fituation as 
ſeemed to enſure to him the entire conqueſt. On 
both ſides, it is ſuppoſed, were high and impervious 
mountains, before them the deep waters, and behind 
them a numerous and well difcglined-ar army. Flight 
was impoſſible, and reſiſtance, in them who were in 
every reſpect unfitted for = would. have been mad- 
neſs; ſo that, without the ſignal interpoſition of God, 
they had nothing to expect but immediate deſtruction 
from an enraged enemy. 
What, then, was ned under theſe periloss 
.circumſtances? The whole body of the Iſraelites 
were. alarmed and terrified. Some cried unto the 
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Lord. 


d Torch but nbt, weapprehend, with the prayer of faith; 


er, whilſt others were ready to vent their fury upon Mo- 
n- WW fes, as if He had been the author of all their affliction. 
e- They faid unto him, © Becaufe there were no graves 


ſe. in Egypt, haſt thou taken us away to die in the wil- 
of derneſs?“ This language 8 fooliſh, as it | 
ble ſinful. What was Moſes, that they ſhould murmpr- 
re, WM 2gainſt Him? Had he not ated, throughout, by the- 
ent divine direction, and, equally with them PALE. 
of hazarded every thing that was dear? Had they for- 
m WM gotten what mighty and wonderful works the Lord 
y; WH God had wrought, to reſcue them from their bon- 
to dage? Or, why ſhould they then diſtruſt his care? 
Nay, had they not before them the viſible tokens of 
but his preſence, the pillar and the_cloud?--Alas! we 
eh perceive in them à picture of ourſelves. How ſoon 
Ty do we loſe the remembrance of paſt deliverances 
did Every freſh danger awakens our fears,” as if we had“ 
-yle known nothing of the (goodneſs of the Lord: and, 
we BY when vunbelief prevails, we are blind to the moſt ob- 
nd, yious proofs, that He ſtands ready to ſave us. . 
iel But was Moſes carried away by the ſame deſpond- 
ur- ency? No: the influence of a ſtrong faith was never 
nd WI more manifeſt, or exhibited with greater advantage, 
wan upon this occaſion. The magnanimity, inte- 
On pidity, compoſure, and meekneſs of Moſes were truly 
ous wonderful. Whilſt the general voice of that immen 
ind e multitude Was againſt him, he remained undaunted, 4 
ght and firm as the rock againſt the daſhing of the waves. 
in Though it appeared impoſſible, that help ſhould be 
ad- obtained from any creature, he was confident that the 
od, Lord God would not forſake them; and he encouraged 
ion them to waitin cheerful expectation of His interpoſi- 
| tion, whilſt Wen could not ſee in what manner it 
would he effefted, © Fear ye not (ſaid he), ſtand 
ſtill, anch ſee the ſalvation of the Lord, which he will 
ſhew you to-day: for the Egyptians, whom ye have 
ſeen to-day, ye ſhall ſee them again no more for ever. 
The Lord ſhall fight for you, and. ye ſhall hold- your 
3 ; ; P 4 | peace.” 
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. peace.” This was ſuch an inſtance of real fortitude, 
_ as is ſcarcely to be paralleled. May we learn from it, 
nn every time of danger, to. ſtay ourfelyes upon the 
| , Lord; and thus, whatever enemies may 3 

_ _ . we '* ſhall dwell Gfely, and ſhall be quiet from fear 

| "of evil.” 3 „ | 
Was the man of God, then, diſappointed of his 
| boys ? While he was inſtant in prayer, effectual re. 
hee was obtained. © And the Lord faid unto Moſes 
Wherefore crieſt thou unto. me? Speak unto the 
Children of Iſrael, that they go forward.” Alas 
. What have we to do, to preſcrihe unto God, when aud 
duo he ſhall ave us? Let us leave to him the means 
of our preſervation, and, attending only to the line | 
our duty, let us “ po forward” ii his ways. 
The appointed ſignal was given by the Prophet: 
the rod was ſtretehed out over the waters, which were 
immediately divided; and the Lord God himſelf led 

* bis people through the deep, as on dry land. The | 

__- Egyptians ſtill purſued them, through a fatal perverſe. 

- nels, and moſt deſperate hardneſs. of heart. They 
were, however, ſeparated from. the Iſraelites by the | 
_ miraculous pillar, which was a cloud of terrible dark | 
neſs to the former, but to the latter a light of fire to | 
guide and encourage them, When choſe preſump- 
tuous ſinners had proceeded into the midſt of the ſea, 
._ they were alarmed and confounded by ſome unac- 
- countable viſions or impreflions, fo. they could 
not proſecute their march. Convinced at length that 
the Lord fought for Iſrael, they began to think of re- 
. treating ; but they had filled up the meaſure of their | 
iniquities, and the hand of juſtice was ready to ſeize | 
upon them, As ſoon, then, as the Iſtaelites were 
. ſafely landed upon the oppolite ſhore, Moſes was in- 
ſtructed again to ſtreteh forth his rod, and immedi- 
ately the waters, which had been a wall of defence to | 
them, buried their enemies, even Pharaoh, and all 
the ſtrength of Egypt, in the deep. ie”, 


| 
| 


confide in Him, and not fear the proudeſt, or 


3 


; Infidelity | , . which is ever ſtud 10 70 limit Omni. 1 
will W wh. * Hme-co the. ( 


potence, eſumpt 
things be? We pretend not to ſolve the difficulties, 


which may be raiſed by the ignorance or the pride of 
man. It is enough to ſay, that the power of God is 
ſufficient to account for this moſt ſingular event. 
We believe it, becauſe He has declared it; nor do 


we attempt to explain it, but by the miraculous in- 


tion of Jehova. 


Let the Lord alone, then, be exalted |, « He doeth 


great things. and unſearchable; marvellous thi 
without number .“ Oh, that men would-prai 
Him for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to 
the children of men 11˙ Well might all the hoſts 
of Iſrael break forth into the loudeſt acclamations, 
and thus expreſs their gratitude; „I will ſing unto 
the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriouſly; the 
horſe and his rider hath he thrown into the ſea . 
But the hiſtory before us concerns not the Iſraelites 
alone: it was written for our admonition. It ftands 


as a monument of the Lord's power, juſtice, faith- 


fulneſs, and love; that his Church in every age may 
moſt 


potent of their adverſaries. His arm ſhall protect 


© them, and ſubdue all their enemies under their feet. 


The Lord Jehovah ſays to every one, who is willing 


do depend on Him, When thou paſſeſt through the 


waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, 
they ſhall not overflow thee F.“ Be not faithleſs, 
then, but believing. He may permit you to be 
tempted, and driven, as you may apprehend, to the 


| — but be not diſmayed; “ ſtand ſtill, 
and ſee the ſal 
temptation make a way for you to eſcape,” though no 


vation of God.“ He will „ with the 
bes ſeems pofſible to you. Therefore © hope to the 
| ® Joby.ge + Plal.cviie8. f Exod. . „ &ec 


en F Ifaie xliii..2, 
n But 


But let not ſinners preſume. The Lord is patient 
und long- ſuffering, even towards thoſe who hate him, 

d he Was t s Pharach and the Egyptians: but 

_ - his arm of juſtice is ſtretehed out, it will ſtrike 

| at the laſt, "Deliverance is p d, reconciliation: 
is obtained by our Lord Jefus Chrift : but How 

| ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great'falvation ?'” 

© let us not provoke his anger, but ſupplicate his 

grace; for terrible indeed is the deſtruction which 

= — awaits the ungodly. May we be found among the 
= true Iſrael, who are reſeued from bondage, and who 
| follow the ſtandard of their glorious Captain; for he 
pb, leads them forth againſt all their enemies, conquer» 
ing aud to conquer??? r 1155 
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Tur tiere ee n „ig given 
ration of God, is profitable, as for re —_ 
ſv-« for inſtruction in righteouſneſs,” Precepts are 
delivered, and examples of obedience to thoſe pre- 
cepts ate exhibited, «that the man of God ma 
fect, throughly furniſhed unto all good works 
Wh ile we bebold,. then, the excellency of the faint;. 
> we obſerve what we are required to be. 
| Perhaps we'ſhall not meet with a more eminent 
pattern of holineſs, in the old teſtament, than the- 
character we are eonſidering. Though we readily 
admit, that the. piety even of Moſes was defeCtive,. 
and that at times he betrayed ſome remains of a cor- 
rupt nature, yet who dbes not admire, who is not: 
excited to imitate, his contempt of the world, his- 
Arm confidence in the divine promiſe, his ardent zeal. 
his bold exertions,. his unwearied activity in the 
ſervice of God ® Im theſe and other reſpects we 
may perceiye a peculiar worth and beauty in the- 
lie ol 1 * 9 5 bue: we are taught 
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to fix our attention on one amiable diſpoſition, for 
which he was moſt 


[44 


* 


pualue and importance is this 
all proper deference be paid to other excellencies, 
which tend to conſtitute the character of a ſaint, but 
an eſpecial regard is due to 
Fe ve that various benefits will thence | 
Bonk and ery bel the Church of God, as / 
the poſſeſſor, © the ornament of a | 
- meek and quiet ſpirit is, in the light of »God of great 
„ * There are certain circumſtances, in which this grace 
will appear with ſingular advantage. Lovely as it is in 
all ranks and fituations of life, we praiſe and eſteem 
it moſt, in thoſe ho are moſt 
For power and dignity have a 


with repeated inſults and injuries, | 
| ſubject to our authority, and whom gratitude for in- 
numerable favours ſhould bind to our intereſt ;,— 
- theſe are trials, which will diſcover the diſpoſition of 
our minds. In ſuch-circumftances to be calm and } 
_ undiſturbed, and ſtill to purſue the ſame benevolent 
purpoſes towards thoſe from whom. we ſuffer ; this 
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icuous; The man Moſes 


was very meek above all the men, which were upon 


the face of the earth v. And of what unſpeakable 
of mind! Let 


and humility. 
For, not to 


well as comfort to 


to cheriſn 


pride, and a ſupercilious contempt of others. When 


all things, indeed, ſucceed to our wiſhes, when ev 
| 


one is 


ſpoſed to treat us with kindneſs and 


it does not ſeem any bigh attainment, merely to be 
| preſerved from a warmth and vehemence of temper. 


But to labour under unmerited reproaches, to meet 
thoſe who are 


condu is rare, is difficult, and, wherever it is per- 


* "ceived, it demands and even extorts our eſteem. ? 


"This is that grace of the Spirit, for which Moſes is 
ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed. And, conſidering. how | 
, elevated was his rank, how much he was honoured | 


of Goch and yet how various and undeſerved were 
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ed in the world. | 
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the — „ 
every thing to him, we ſhall confeſs that he was in- 
del N very, mast above all the men, which were 
upon the face of the earth. 
eee i 
poſſeſs not his. abilities, we do not meet with h 
abuſive and injurious treatment as he did; but in 4 
dealings with each other, and in our, domeſtic con- 
cerns, many cafes will occur, which will draw forth 
what. is in our hearts, and will ſhew whether we are 
in any meaſure living ae ee 
xd treading in the Reps of Moſes. 
be the office. or relation in * 
ſtand, if we are © the elect of God, holy and be- 
loved,” we are called to & put on bowels of mercies, 
rs » humblencſs of mind, OI 
n 9 
5 ee hiſtory of Moſes: — left 
him by the ſhore of the Red ſea, ſurrounded by all - 
the touts of [frae], celebrating the Lord God in 452 
ant ſong for their ſingular deliverance, and 

5 the ro gran eat of Pharach and his proud hoſt. 
And now. we prepare to accompany the Leader of 
this amazing multitude, in his march toward the land 
%% 

that very wonderful char t 
which he ſuſtained... He went out of E at the 

head of ſuch. an army as cannot be pa ed, rude - 
and undiſeiplined indeed, but numerous as the ftars of 3 
heaven. Above ſix hundred thouſand. men, who 13 
were of the military age, followed him; and if to 

theſe be added the old and the - re | | 
and the mixed company, it will | | 
the whole body might conſiſt of . 3 | | 
theſe ng ee eee eee 77 
another nation, who were determined to oppoſe their 


departure. mem Wa e | 
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hand of God was 


e 


df Godin his hand ho had led them out like a thigh ty 


eonqueror, while their enemies were utterly don- 
_ founded, nnn, aten Were held” in 
altoniſhment. | 


Reſcued,” then, from the bouſe'f bondate, ht 
lind they to fear? What ſhould binder them from 


immediately into the poſſoſſion of Canaan, 


- from which; it ſhould ſeem, they were diſtant a jour- 
ney but of a ſew days? Alas! "euch remained to be 


done: the ſucceeding difficulties of Moſes were fat 


ites, unfit for war, were dually to be brou 


Auto a ſtate of diſcipline, an San the had | 

- fore that time no laws or government of t — 
they were then to be formed into a hurch and nation, 
| ont: fragt polity were to be 


ſettled. To accompliſh this, they were not con- 


© Yale directly to Canaan, but con inued in the wil- | 


derneſs,' for ſo long a ſpace” as forty a during 


But “ ho is ſufficient for theſe things . What 


 fireng h or wiſdom of man ſhall be competent to ſuch: 


an OR We acknowledge that the 
up 


hiſtory ; for it exhibits an almoſt uninterrupted ſeries 

of: miracles. How ſhould that numerous hoſt be 
ſupported in an uncultivated deſert,” but by ſupplies 
from heaven? Ho could that =p 7 and 7 ellous 


Fine be kept in ſubjection, but divine power? 
Moſes, therefore, appeared as 'S miniſter, and 
not as a mere human governor. With God he 


maintained familiar converſe; received all his direc- 


tions from Him, conſulted Him upon every caſe of 


5 difficulty, and, by an immediate commiſſion from 


Him, wrought ſigns and wonders in every ſtage of. 


meir journey. 


Poſſeſſed of ſuch uncommon abilities, and diſtin- 


„ 


— 


than any he had before experieneed. The 


 which' period, the care and management of "that i im- 
. menſe company were intruſted to Moſes. | 


layed/ throughout the whole 


| 


3 by ſuch 8 we might have | 
| | | Luppoled | | 
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5 © © MOSES 37. 
he would have been 3 - 
ole. But he was 1 the reverſe. 
t have white all the Iſraelites, 
wi reverence and awe, would have held his 
and his * commands in the m___ deference and 
eſteem. This, indeed,, they were compelled'to 
upon ſome ſolemn occaſions, when the Lord God i 
OY their — to him . 
their peril. But, as we proceed with the narrati 
ef fed ein e with the baſeſt wal 
great bitterneſs ; in the 
NI” ich he — 2 to exerciſe an — — 5 
gree of meekneſs and forbearance towards them. | 
It would carry us beyond-our proper limits, 1 | 
be foreign to our deſign, to dwell on every en 
| circumſtance, which-is recorded c the pil- 
grimage of the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, Gait 
not, therefore, go farther into their 
as it may ſerve to diſplay the character of Form 
Their ingratitude, ſtubbornneſs, diſcontent,. ineredu- 
lity, and rebellion, add a luſtre to his gentleneſs and 
. patience; In the former we fee a picture of human 
nature exhibited; from the view 52 which we ſhould: 
take ſhame to ourſelves, remembering what has been 
our treatment of the ever-bleffed God. In the latter 
we perceive the powerful influence of divine grace: 
and from this, amiable pattern we turn our eyes to One 
greater than Moſes, the Leader 212 
all the ſpiritual Iſrael, whom He has redeemed from 


tance. If we wonder at the meekneſs of the Jewiſh. 
Captain, what ſhall we ſay to that of Jeſus, who bears. 


withdraw his favour from us 3 ; 
Years before Under the uid of the pillar and the: 
brews advanced from the 
249%, © ſhore of the Red ſea three days | 
into the en when they began to feel 180 de d diffi- 
3 wandering ſtate; © hey found no wa— 
: 7 ter. 
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act 5 


bondage, and is conducting to the heavenly inheri - 


with all our perverſe tempers, ant is not provoked .. | 


—_—— —— — bt 
, ̃ — r eo. ——— 


— — — — 
— _ o 


— —— 


* — - 2 a 9 : * - 


—_ - 

1 ber ee ee their diſtreſs wasin 
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1 | Makes, ee Wat hall we dr This was 
. and inconſiſtent behaviour indeed. 
„ Wies ha does done, that he ſhould be blamed ? 
wp Was he the cauſe of their calamity? Or why did 
.  / they look unto him, as if he had been God, and could 
2% inſtantly have given them the ſupplies they wanted? 
Painful however as theſe unjuſt complaints were to 
he made ne er but taught them by his ex- 
| what was the o oper expedient for them 
all; * he cried unto the ax rene and obtained deliver- 
ance, The Lord ſhewed him a tree, which, being 
_ caſt into the waters, rendered them ſweet. 
* — FER weeks afterwards, when they came to 
Sin, and their bread failed, the whole 
| tion diſcovered the ſame diſcontented ſpirit, 
. nad, as if they had forgotten all that God had done, 
could not believe that He would help them out of 
their preſent difficulty, they haſtily 3 their 


their ſervitude in Egypt +. Yet afraid to arraign the 
conduct of God himſelf, they inſtantly charged bis 
8 inſtruments with havi plotted he dene 
rpoſe to deſtroy them : « Ye bave brought us 
for into this ; wilderneſs to kill this whole coy 
with hunger.” Theſe wo oaches were c 
upon Moſes and Aaron, not by ſeditious per- 
ſons, but by all that . e together. 
To filence their complaints the Lord God himſelf 
2 Lee to 4 them to the full by 
rom Heaven, to feed 
| them vm Gay by by day. 9 — 4 was * behaviour of 
Moſes on the occaſion ? He ſtood undaunted by all 
ok bitter ſpeeches, and boldly, yet with. much 


* Exod. zv, 22. | + wie 14. | 


** 
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_ . Caſe was deſperate, and lamented that they had left 


| kerenity, reproved them for their contempt of 5 


ww, A 


= - = A mn 


More anxious to vindicate the divine hononr than 
his own character, he replied, © What are we? 
Your murmurings are not againſt us, but againſt the 

ny of Fg by Bk they were brought inte a 

like difficulty, and were juſt as impatient, unhe- 
lieving, and. rebellious, as in the former inſtances. . 
They came to Rephidim, © and there was no water 
for the people to drink.“ In this neceflity, as, if 


to - they had learnt nothing by their paſt experience, they 
WH - role wich great. violence againſt Moſes, demanded = 
n from him immediate relief, and again imputed to him _ 


a a deſign to kill them, their children, and their cattle. 
Diſtreſſed by their unjuſt and malevolent charges, he 
betook himſelf to God in prayer. And whither elſe _ 
fhould We. fly for refuge in every time of trouble? 

There alone, are ſupport and comfort to be found.  _ 

He cried unto the Lord, ſaying, What ſhall, ! 
do unto this people? They be almoſt ready to 

ſtone me.” A moſt favourable anſwer was given to 
bis requeſt ; deliverance was granted, and an honour -- 
put upon the much injured ſervant of God, evenin 
the preſence of his accuſers. By the divine direction 
be ſmote the rock of Horeb with his potent rod, 
while the elders of Iſrael ſtood by; and inſtantly the 
water guſhed out in plenteous ſtreams, and continued 
to flow for the full ſupply of this numerous hoſt, dur- 
ing their long pilgr image. 
oſe, who are —— ative and unwearied in hei 

exertions for the advancement of true religion, nad 
for the beſt intereſts of their fellow creatures, ought * 

not to be ſurpriſed or diſcouraged, if their good be 

evil ſpoken of,” if their henevolent endeavours be 
miſrepreſented and traduced by the very perſons, for 
whoſe benefit they are labouring. Tbis is to be ex- 
pected from the perverſeneſs 9 human nature: but, | 
though every friend forſake them, let them learn & in = 
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| / patience to poſſeſs their ſouls,” andcheerfully eommiſ 
their cauſe & to Him that at judgeth righteouſſy.“ 

The à warlike 
people, came againſt them, and Iſrael, for the firſ 
ide, were girded for the battle. Joſhua led forth the 

armed band; whilſt Moſes, not leſs active or uſeful, 
too upon a mount, with his rod lifted up for their 
encouragement, and his hands ſtretched out in fer- 
vent prayer for their ſucceſs. The very man, whom 
they had reproached, and accuſed of à deſign to mur- 


der them, appeared as their advocate before God, A 


Seaſed from his moſt importunate interceſſions for 
them, though wearied and exhauſted, till he had pre- 


- © vailed, and the victory was obtained. What an in- 

ſtance of exalted piety is this!“ As if albremem-1 

provocations he had received | 

from them' were obliterated, be ſought nothing more | 

| earneſtly than their gal vation. Shall ”e not learn] 

from him, to forget all our ore, 3 
an 


in oppo- 


brance of the repeàte 


. enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, 
jn ttion to all their unkindneſs, to labour inceſſantly fo 


_ *their*good?—Nor' let true religion be” thought an | 
*-uſcleſs thing- to the ſtate. Many may be unfit for 


 -ſetvingtheir country in the freld, he may yet pro- 


mote its advantage in their cloſets; and y their in- . 
Auenee at the throne of grace may be "the ſtronget 


- bulwark of the land. ' Had we more perſons among 
us endued with the pious fervour of Moſes, to hold up 
weit hands to God on behalf of the nation, we ſhould 


have leſs reaſdn'to fear the moſt formidable adverſi- p 


ries. 7 49 


Te proiſe*of the-comquelt; thus el ey prayer, 


was devoutly aſeribed to God, and an altar, comme - 


morative of the event, was reared, and inſcribed to 
Jeneran-xtsst, The Lord my Banner. —lt i 
| this: God, who has helped us againſt the aſſaults of 


n our battſes for us. Let not 


eee deli verances, He has wrought for us, be 
n 


but / the glory be OI: to his name. 
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Theſe alſo ſhould be conſidered as a favourable token 
eee come; and therefore, if freſh attacks are 


n us, we ſhould not heſitate o ge forth 
under 23 Lox D ouR BANNER. | 


In the ſame amiable light the man of God 


appears | 
in the next tranſaction, where he is deſcribed as at- 


- tending to his own domeſtic concerns. It is no diſ- 
credit to the abilities of the moſt accompliſhed ſtateſ- 
man, nor any reflection upon the piety of the moſt 
eminent ſaint, that he is free of acceſs to all, and 
neglects not the 8 eſſary avocations of private life. 
The Iſraelites, by r ere of Heaven, were 

conducted into the neighbourhood of that very land, 


- where Moſes had ſpent forty years in the humble ſta:- 


tion of a ſhepherd. The of all the wonders, 
which had been wrought in Egypt for the deliverance 
of Iſrael,” had reached Midian, - and gladdened the 
heart of- Jethro, who went out, theeoerky With jox 
to — row pred his honoured ſon-in-law *. he 
family of Moſes, his wife and two children, had been 
_ thither for protection, during his unſettled and 
dangerous condition, while he had to contend with 
But upon this occaſion they were brought, 
under the care of Jethro, to the camp of Iſrael; and 
received again to the ſociety of the affectionate huſ⸗ 
band and the pious father. The interview between. 
Moſes and Jethro pleaſes and inſtructs us. We 
perceive in them both, not only the tender feelings- 
of friendſhip, but fervent grat titude and love to God, 
while the late aſtoniſhing diſplay of the divine power 
and goodneſs, in behalf of Iſrael, was the delightful 
ſubject of their converſation. This was more than 
a common ſocial meeting: they joined together in 
worſhip, to teſtify their . eee eee of 
what God had done: the prieſt of Midian, according 
to his office, preſented facrifices-to'the Lord, and al. 


Tas "ow elders partook with them of their enter- 
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—— eee How 
rufe is Tuch intercourſe as this | And yet only thoſe 
[REY viſits, in which mo is honoured, yield any true ſat. 
— Reina or advan 52 
© Moſes neg] rde domeſtic affairs ; but other 
concerns ſoon required his attention. Nor ſhould 
thoſe perſons, who fill a public ſtation, conſider their 
time as entirely at their on diſpoſal. Various reh- 
| tions have a claim upon them; and, though one duty 
be diſcharged, another is not thereby ſuperſeded, 
- Moſes was called to preſide as the chief magiſtrate 
or judge in all the controverſies among the people, 
- The employment, which was laborious, left him 42 
Hittle leiſure, and ſeemed likely to wear a 
ſtrength. By the prudent alice. therefore, of Ice r 
aſſiſtants were appointed ſor him in his wor 
none but the more difficult cauſes were reſerved he 
| his determination. There are thoſe, perhaps, in our 
own days, who, with a zeal like that of Moſes, would 
3 ladly ſpend and be ſpent” in the ſervice of by 
God and his Church; and it would ill become us to 
_ "np their ardour. But let them hearken to the wile 
. counſel of Jethro, which the Jewiſh leader did not ot 
diſdain to follow ; and, even with a view to their | of 
greater uſefulneſs, let them e ! we 
Sed to their own healtb. 13 
We haſten to a more important tranſaction, to tbe obe 
enhibition of a feene the moſt awful and tremendous, we 
thit had ever been diſplayed upon the earth. Moſes, ſti 
having taken leave of his father-in-law, was called | 
up to meet the Lord himſelf upon mount Sinai, po 
where he a as the Mediator between God I PA 
_ | and the people ; anilluſtrious type of Him, who has 
declared the divine wilt unto us, and is gone into {uk 
heaven, as our repreſentative, to ſpeak in our behalf, I ** 
and to order our concerns for us. 
E The Ifraclites had come out of Egypt as a com- 
pany of undiſciplined flaves, and were not yet formed 
| 2 had 8 fociety. To curb Gab” 
-4 hou irit, g 
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ſpirit, and to render them a powerful and proſperous 

nation, it was indiſpenſably requiſite that ſome mode 

e of. government ſhould be eſtabliſhed among; them, 

and laws enacted for the regulation of their condudt. 

But who could undertake the arduous taſk? We fay- . 

not that the abilities of Moſes were incompetent for \ 

the purpoſe. But, whatever bis talents, were, he 

was not influenced by the ambitious views of human 
iticians, nor did he ſeek any honour or authority 

for himſelf, He acted, throughout the whole buſi- 

neſs, only as the agent of God, from whom he re- 

ceived his directions, and who reſerved in his on 

hands the ſettlement of all their affairs. For it was 

the divine counſel to ſeparate this people from all - 

others, and to diſtinguiſh them by ſuch appointments - 

and ordinances, as no legiſlator among men would 

or could have contrived, _ pt phat we 

When, therefore, they came to Sinai, a folemn-. 

pauſe was made for a whole year; and the mount, by 

which they encamped, was rendered moſt memorable 

by the viſions and revelations of the Lord upon it . 

Moſes was ſummoned ; + and by him a meſſage was | 

ſent to the Iſraelites, requiring them to enter into a WI 

compact with Jehovah. It was propoſed on the part Lo 

of God, that He would be their chief Magiſtrate, - 

their Lawgiver, and their King; and from them 

was exacted a promiſe of unfeigned ſubjection and 

obedience. nder this peculiar covenant . they 

were to be incorporated as a nation; and it was 5 TR 2 

ſtipulated, thats while they continued faithful to 

the engagement, the Lord would ſecure to them the 

poſſeſſion of Canaan, and favour them with abundant 

privileges and profperity. The nature of the divine 

adminiſtration was to be further opened to them by 

the promulgation of thoſe ſtatutes, . to which their 

ſubmiſhon was expected. But, that the commands of | 

ſuch -a Legiſlator might not be flighted, every cir- | 

| n IT | 
„ Exqd; xiz- 1, K. Z > 
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det leave upon their minds an awful impreſſion of 
cM | | tchomajeſty; the purity, and the juſtice of their ſu- 

|  'preme-and Almighty Governor. Iti was alſo in- 
dead throughou ing 7 
= _ _. _ diſtinguiſhed honour upon 

| . |  at6-migifter,-that they might never afterwards queſ. 

tion bis authority, orr<ject his precepts. -  _ 
Por this grand difplay of che glory of their Sove. 
BB reign and 3 ade ans Ia 
_— the righteous God and his polluted creatures, pre 
= rations were made three days before. an 
pointed tinie was come, the Lord God gave the ſum- 

mon, andcited them, as it were, to bis tribunal. 

8 There were thunders and lightnings and à thick 

cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet 

exceeding loud; ſo that all the people that was in the 

trembled. And Moſes brought forth the peo- 
e out of the camp to meet with God, and they 

_ _ ſtood at the nether part of the mount. And mount 
Sinai was altogether on a ſmoke, becauſe the Lord 

. _WHeſcended upon it in fire: and the ſmoke thereof aſ- 
1 5 e ee ay 1 | 
mount greatly. And w voice of the 
. trumpet — pn and waxed louder and louder, 
| - Moſes ſpake, and God anſwered: him by a voice.“ 

Well indeed may we cry out, is able to 
ſtand before this holy Lord God? Even Moſes : 
aid, «1 — fear and quake . But we 
= are warned of a ſtill more tremendous diſplay. of the 
5 22 majeſty of our God; when not Sinai only, 
| the whole earth ſhall be on fire, and when alſo | 
not the Jewiſh nation alone, but the univerſal race of 
- mankind ſhall be aſſembled. before him. But who 
may abide the day of his coming? For “ he ſhall | 
de revealed from heaven with his mighty Angels, in 
laming fire, taking vengeance on them that know | 


not 
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* ec at obey at the O of our Lewd | 
of ” "1 po s MY, 
ſu- Vet while the were kept at a'profound.. 
in- diſtance, and n to gaze, or to-ſpeculate with 


idle curioſity upon the auguſt appearange, Moſes was 


dis I to a nearer view, we had almoſt ſaid, to a 
. Whamiliar intercourſe. with the Deity. . And berein he! 
prefigured.the Saviour up, on high, and ap- 


oroaching unto God for us. Thoſe alſo,” who a 
ad in. God, may, r 
mendous denunciations of his wrath, look up with 
„ eee ee ee we ee 


In the andiecce, then, of the whole, 
the Lord God ſpake, and with a mighty yoiee pro 
claimed his own law +. They ſaw not any ſimili- 
tude; but they heard diſtinctly the words which he f 
uttered, while he publiſhed ten e 
prohibiting every unholy thought and temper, and 
requiring the continual exerciſe of every good bin- 

ciple and affection. Precepts ſo extenſive and ſo 
ſpiritual, and delivered with ſuch cireumſtances of 
terror, which denoted the awful conſequences of 
tranſgreſſion, could not but alarm them. They 
removed and ood aku off ;” under an apppehenſion, 
doubtleſs, of their guilt and danger. They felt their 
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this office for them. And will not a knowledge of 
what God is, and of that obedience which He de- 
mands, make us alſo tremble for ourſelves, and ry 
unto him, who is our Advocate on high, to under- 
take for us? Every moral injunction, laid upon the 
Jews, is equally binding upon us; nor do we under- 
ſtand the nature, worth, and excellency. of the Goſ- 
pel Salvation, unleſs our fears have been. awakened by 
the denunciations of mount Sinai. 
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need of a mediator, and requeſted Moſes: to ſuſtain 
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198 ſeventy of the elders of Mrael, who ſaw'fonie won- 

derful repreſentation” of God (which _— be in- 
ed 
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FP . % | - : by — * * 0 4 8 
. senf run CHARACTERS, | 


= 9 ies, „ wh aka. 
| ” andthere received from Him more patti. 
_ cular directions for the government of the people . 
To an the terms of this their national eovenant they 
- * "teſtified their full conſent, und the compact was rati. 
Br fed between the parties, by che offering of ſacrifices, 
aud the ſprinkling of blood f. A mote" Year and 
ous diflay bf the divine tie; was then vouch- 


Moſes and Aaron; Nadab and Abihu, and 


tended to denote the incarnation” of the Redeemer) 
and did eat and drink in bis preſence. - But Mor 


ö alone aſcended to the ſummit of the mountain, into 
' the very cloud, which; like devouring fire, covered 
the _ 883 — 5 on private conference with 
the mi d hts. 
There he ſubſiſted Sade 3 bodily e | 
while he was inſtructed in what manner their civil 
affairs ſhould be regulated, and the ſacred ſervice, in 
all the different ordinances; conducted}. At the 


; Cloſe of che interview, the precepts of the - moral 


law were delivered to him, written by the finger of 


God upon two tables of ſtone; which was a token 


of their peculiar excellency and was deſigned to bea 
ſtanding proof to the people, that they were under : 


the immediate government of Heaven. 


Do we look with envy at the honour beſtowed | 
upon Moſes, becauſe he was admitted to ſuch fami- 


ar communications with the Godhead ? But, through 
faith in Our atoning ſacrifice, we hope for a greater 


| _ h6nour''than this holy man ever enjoyed upon 
earth. < Beloved, now are we the ſons of God, | 


and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall be: but we 
know that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like 
| _— for we ſhall ſee him as he is 5.“ Now we 
bee through a glaſs darkly : but then face to face |. 5 
> 1. xxi=—xxiji, tx XXIV. „ 8. 2 K V—xxxI. 

$ 1 . | 1 1 Cor. xiii, 22. 
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ee e eee 
like that of Moſes on the mount. It will continues 


with equal, if not with increaſing, brightneſs and joy, 


not for a few days only, but through a boundleſs Star-. 


- 


o 


3 LATE K „ 
firmed” wich abuadant evidence; but ſtill the murs 


murings of the people were not filenced. While 
he was yet in the mount with God, they rejected his 


authority and ſought” another leader. Up (aid 
Bays make us. gods, which ſhall go before us; for 
as, fo 


this Moſes, we wot not what is become of 


him“, This was an inſtance of moſt inſolent con- 


tempt, towards Jehovah himſelf, as well as towards 


Moles, The Lord, therefore, in i ara] indigna- 


tion propaſed to deſtroy them immediately. But the 


bands of Omnipotence are ſtayed by the prayers of a2 
holy man: and accordingly He requeſted of his faith- . 


ful ſervant, who was interceding for them, that He 


might be permitted to execute his fierce anger upon 
them: Let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot 
_ againſt them, and that I may conſume them: and 1 


will make of thee a great nation. Had Moſes, 
cheriſhed any - reve | 
treatment of him; or had he eptertained any ambi- 
tious ns for himſelf; he would readily have ac- 
ceded to the ſcheme, and rejoiced in it as the wiſh of 


his heart. But, actuated by that love, which © is | 
not eaſily provoked, and which ſeeketh not her own,” - 


he poured out his ſoul in moſt importunate petitions 
for them, entreating God, far the - His name, 


1 
- 
- 
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ngoful ſpirit der their injurious 


and by all the promiſes which. He had given to their 


fathers, not to withdraw his favour from them. 


What will not prayer effect? The people were 


at the mediation of the very man, whom they had 


. e 
ut the painful. taſk- of reproving and puniſhing 
them remained for him; and for this purpoſe his 

„ od. wit. 1, & NEE 
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E . | | cortithonications with God upon the mount, concern. 
| | Tag the eſtabliſhment” of their government, were a 
| * while interropted. « He was fent'down to take cogni- 
mies e their ſin: though he bad appeared before 
od as their intercefſor, he was commiſſioned to call 
EF ** © them to account, as their Judge, * the Minifler of 
Boch a reyenger to execute wrath upon the evil doer.“ 
Hie fawtheir idolatry with a mixture of grief and in- 


* 


=o 4 
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1 happens, indeed, that a corrupt nature does not inſuſe 
2 a degree of bitterneſs into the pureſt zeal; yet we 
dare not cenſure his conduct on this occaſion, but 
confider him as acting by God's direction, and not 
dy the impulſe of paſſion or revenge. It was the di- 
Fine glory, and not his own private intereſſ, for which 
1 be was concerned, and the ſteps, which he took, were 
_ evidently deſigned to expreſs the ſtrongeſt deteſtation 
of their offence, and to convitice them of its awful 
„ %%%/ͤÄOʃƷ5t⁊c; x ng gt, 
=" "The two tables, on which the moral law was en- 
FPraved by the finger of God, and which were a token 
Hf the covenant between Him and the people, Moſes 
 -' Caſt upon the ground and brake before their eyes; 
= as an intimation that they had broken the contract, 
and had no benefits to expect from that quarter. The 


9 


=  - heart were filled with their own ways, Aaron was 
 ._- ſharply reproved for the cowardly part he had ated 


entreated for him, he would have been deſtroyed, as a 
monument of God's righteous indignation &. * 
This was not all; it was neceſſary that the guilty 
mould be puniſhed; and therefore Moſes ſtood as the 
. TTT 

| Deut. ix. 20. 
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1 ve dignation, and diſeovered a warmth of temper, which 
| might ſeem to'exceed the proper bounds. It ſeldom 


olden calf, which they had made, he commanded to 
co reduced to aſhes and mixed with water, which 
A ede to drink: and chus their ſin it- 
= elf became their puniſhment ; “the backſliders in 


in complying with their deſires,” and, had not Moſes | 
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11 an Heaven, to maintain the authority 
21 of the law and to inſlict the penalty. That it might 
i. be known, who retained their allegiance moſt firmly, 
vnd h were moſt ready to ſhew their zeal in 


J 

1 aides e de trangreſſots, he cried-aloud, „Whg i: 
of on the Lord's fide?” This called forth the Link, Fi 
* who-itamediately declared their ſteadfaſtne(s in bs 
a Lord's ſrrvice; and to them was committed the 

ch painful taſk. of executing vengeance on their i 

m BY trous brethrens Accordingly, on that very day three 

if thouſand: men were flain by the hand of juſtice, Is 

ve this condemned as an ict of cruelty? Let it he re- 

ut membered, that Moſes had to afſert the honour of the 

ot eee eee eee eee, and in 

. h a caſe, to have granted a general impunity would 

þ have been a breach of | his truſt. But we are not 

Fi concerned to vindicate|Moſes : the puniſhment was | 

n of God's appointment: the: command was delivered 

it with“ Thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael:” and | 


Ende ur thou that replieſt-againi} lim?” - Flr 

The whole hiſtory will prove, that Moſes was "> 
tuated by the ſteadieſt attachment to the intereſts of 
the and by che warmeſt affection for them, 
notwithſtanding their contemptuous oppoſition ta “] 
him. Wicnels | 5 r 1 
tions to God for their pardon. It ſeemed extre N 


uncertain, whether even the Iſraclites, who remai 
could de forgiven but, as if all his happineſs were 
bound up in their's, he exerted his utmoſt influence _._ Þ 
for then with God, entreating that they might fing 
merey, or that be himſelf might no longer be written | 
2 the living: | Intimations of : fayour | 

rr requeſt; ä | 
but a dull reconciliation was _— ae e and ie | 
appeared as if they would be reſerved only to ſome | 
future day of retribution. - What an awful breach is | 
occaſioned by-s departure fro God! It is not caſily 9 
N $536 5 5 | 
| 2) 1 
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But while we deplore the conſequences of their re- 
bellion, we ſee e e ee the cha- 
racter Of the Prophet: 8 his love, his / ardour 
We in admira- 
tion of that uncommon inti and with 
vrhich he approached to the K ory 
times he was ihe mouth of God to the people, to in- 
fruct, and to reprove ; at other times be was the 


mouth of the people to God, to deprecate his Wrath, 


and implore his gracious preſence amongſt them. 


e was ſent with a meſſage to the e. declaring 
che Lord's heavieſt diſplenſure againſt them for their 
repeated provocations, and his determination to with- 
draw from them thoſe peculiar manifeſtations of his 
favour,” which they had hitherto enjoyed“: and in 
token thereof the tabernacle was removed to a dif. 
' tance from the camp. Yet God did not utterly de- 
part: every ſincere r ſtill had acceſs to him 
in the holy place; and M in particular, was ad- 
22 to eee eee face to face. 

is intereourſe he improved purpoſe of 
ee, ne OS! the . and a 55 
their priv „By one argument 
22 — — return to them in 


— — bee, and I wil give thee reft. 
iſe-for; himſelf was not all he wanted: be 


could Ne ſatisfied, till he was-affured- that the | 
again under rho-Givine | 
protection. It was a bold requeſt; and | 


whole nation were received 
conduct aud 
yet it vas inſtuntly | <1 will do-this U 
alſo, faid-the Lord; Then the breach was: 


and a- porſect teconciliation effected. Will nat this | 
encourage our application to the 'throne of grace, 
nme . e hoe. | 
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W remove? wre ble 


. which it will not procure? 
ſucceſs of one petition gave 


to prefer-anojher : but, i ſhould —— 


with God induced him to aſk too much; more than 
was ſuitable, yea, more than was poſſible. From àn 


God in the Redeemer, not indeed by any viſible diſ- 

play, but by a ſpiritual revelation of his perfections ; 

for this is that light, which “ ſhineth in our hearts, to 
the light the kno 


| Was the enen — 0 rejecte® as pref 


He wa given to underſtand, that it coals oe bv 


need in che full extent; eee Ar 


from us ſor = 


very Lu becauſe our 8 cannot comprehend 


them, - But his defire was gratitied, as far at Jeaſt as 


de was able to bear it. 4 * 
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den name; at the fame declari his 
„ SR and his e to 3 
an te n e e own will. 
But the e fey was more 
2 could behold: and therefore, while only 
2 glimpſe of it na =p" eee wr he was ſhel- 
1 tered from the dazzlin Igence, in 4 clift of the 
. >,” rock, by the hand e ee ho 
5 ſball ſtand, when He appeareth? May we not 
to every unhumbled ſinner, in expedtation of a 0 0 
5 more tremendous ſight than that upon mount Sinai, | 
Enter into the rock, and hide the in the duſt, | 
5 MO ir ron 
88 | Moſes, then, according to the divine ſurimons, 
1 went up again to the ſummit of the mountain, and 
____ carried with bim two tables of: ſtone, on Which the 
/  - commandments were to be ene ede, There the - 
Lord icondeſcended' to beet bim with ſorye viſible 
tokens of bis preſence, züd in anſwer to his ſuppli- - 
PP AAA » V 
. 2 than he und es krone Jeb. 
2 own an voice ʒ aſſerti 
| BS ah by, al ng 
3 grace the terrors of his juſtice: © The Lord, 
die Lord God, metcifu) 8 long · ſuffer- 
ing, and abundaut in 8 and truth, keeping 
mercy. for thouſands, forgiving iniquity and tran- 
-greflion, and ſin, and that will y no means clear the | 
_ -gvuiley; viſiting ie iniquity of the fathers upon the 
Children, and upon the children's children unte the | | 
third and S e generation. 
WMhen the moſt high God approaches. to man, | 
though n 00 of his love, there it 
enough to ſtrike 4 guilty creature with ae. Even 


Ni en conſtrained to. feel his infiite-Gitances 
en e 
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afraid to approach him, till he had _— 


he made haſte, and bowed his head, and wor- 


may receive 


b be 
—— ; 
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chat, PPS an apron of the deepeſt reverence, 


: 


ſhipped.” Wbat a. change muſt take in dur 


whole frame, before we can bear to ſtand, with un- 
veiled faces, ia the immediate preſence of God, around 


the throne of vs gory. 5 55 
clarations of mercy encouraged 
; Moſes to lift up his prayer again on behalf of pa | 
people. He requeſted, therefore, that, as far as hz 
bad found acceptance, he might. prevail alſo for his | 
offending brethren, and tnat, notwichſtanding all 


_ The, repeated 


their. perverſeneſs, they might be forgiven,” acknaw- 


diſintereſted. love was this! Fit emblem of the me- 


dation, which is carried on in heaven by our greunt 
High-prieft.. Thus He * for us, and therefore _ 


we are not caſt off, as we ye, ſos ow numerous 
provocations.———The ſame petition had been offered 


vp. alread and © an anſwer of peace” had been 
given, Hut the example of Moſes teaches us tb e- 
new eee for pardoning mercy,” that we 
reſh and ftronger aſſurances of it. Aer, 
Fordingly, che Lord God vouchſafed: to-ratify his 
covenaht, and repeat his promiſes to them. 
The door of communication being thus opened 


again, the interview upon the mount was continued as 


befote, for forty days and forty nights; during which, 
time the Jewiſh leader was inſtructed in the moſt 
minute particulars for the government of the people, 
and then ſent down with the law of God in his hand, 
. written upon the two tables of ſtone. He alſo carried 


ledged for the Lord's inheritance, and favoured with 
His gracious reſidence in the midſt of them. What . 


with bim 2 further proof of bis commiſlion. fie 


countenance ſhone with a bright luſtre, partakiag, 
as it were, of that effulgence of the Deity, which he - 


had been permitted to fee. But, whilſt he drew near 


tothe . with ſuch evident marks of being 
i 


an immediate meſſenger from heaven, they were 


2 


10 
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St His fare. | And'this vel, it ſhould ſeem, he conſtan:] 
| Ela Pore, except in the tabernacle hehe his aaf *. 
ac God, before whom che Plendour of a MW 
|| | creatiſre is utterly obſcured. Eoery time therefore, 45 
= _ - . hey looked upon him, they worte reminded” of that . 
| 5 eke ne by which he ſpoke and acted: but wy 
| | Wh mln ape ie fladfatly behold his face, for 1 
V "= glory of his countenance,” they. were likewiſe 
3 8 +4 that the diſpenſation committed to them 
1 8 muß fox a ſeaſon remain com oP dark, con- 
EST cealed in types and ſhadows, fo they could not. 
;  _, . clearly ſee the end. Werejoice, — the veil is taken 
*. - © away under the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. The 
darknefs is paſt, and the true light now ſhineth.“ 
But we hou do reazember, we muſt walk in 
4 holy fellowſhip with God, if we would partake in 
any meaſure of Us light of his countenagce. While 
we converſe with him, we ſhall become like bim, 
[and 2 ſoon perceive-* the beauty of holi- 
heſs” in bur Jife and converſation. „ We all, with + 
face betwlding as in 4 glaſs the glory of the el 
- open changed into the ſame image, from glory 1 
0 ory, evens by th Spire of he xd 8. al 
4 From oles we turn our attention to the much | 
8 „ Who, when trans fgured on 
; f oee rgr binge ot N 
| meridian fun : and here we- confeſs, that Moſes | 
© had no glory eee ory that excelleth. 


We triumph expectation, that all his people 
„ derdy d be adorned with the ſame heavenly radi- 
* ance; for; * when Chriſt, who is our life, ſhal] * 
5 — Gyr wt: peep.” 
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he deliuered the erdingnce from Sinai 
cruraged-—reproved for bi anbeli —reproached . 
aron and Mir! report of the 
 ſhies—oppoſed by Nera 4 mote the 


various enemi - vindicated in hit 
n efſtd about his death 


nt 
duct, as a magift rat 


ed a —daboured to the laſ.—propbeſiad ef 
E 3 — Lare ee. | 


* . 2 


Tut nian- of God, Vera APE "Gi 
was favoured with divine communications, 


To 


commands he had.-received, and- _——_— Ong 
to him, on the hill of Sinai'®.. 


faithful in Ae houſe, for a teſtimony of thoſe things. 


ceremonies were ſuch as could not be of man's con- 
trwance; and yet, if not conſidered with a reference 
to the Goſpel, | ſeem. trifling- and burdenſome.: 
y declared. We 
things of which che 
Ifraclites had only the ſhadow.: for the whole of their 


2 OT e OPER: | 


„ Exod, nathorts + rn Cooked 


. 


as We 
dave ſeen, in a moſt aſtoniſhing degree; | We leſt 

dim coming down from the mount, with: the law of 

Heaven in his hands, and à miraculous luſtre ſhining 
in his eountenance. We are now to obſerve him te- 
turning to his charge, and immediately appointing all!! 
the vrdinances'of the ſacred ſervice, according to the 


Suffice it ſudj ect 2646, chat « be was. 


gy, 


rock for water—ſaw Aaron ene brazen. _ 


which were to be ſpoken after 7. The rites und | 
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1 0 ith oe” and, having anſwered its end, it is now abo. 
asf 


= Jilhed, That ens ende, hich al Y Ky 
I» | 8 the conſeience from 4234 Works, 1 being ered, 
diere is no longer any heed of the blopd bulls and 
1 which Ol Wa ehe nth 2 
. : w was c as re ood 
Ec Fel for thei 
cars before t e was ven or their 
__ 8 departure from oth whe 12135 inſtitu- 
A 1499- tions both in church and ſtate were fi y 
3 ſettled. In the ſecond month of the ſecond ar, 
\.. © - _ cloud role up from the tabernagle, and directed their 
match into the deſert of Paran , Hut they had not 


_— — — - 
— 


'*_ - - Feturned upon them, and brought them ihto fret 
Ri 5 5 en. "At Taberah the fs of God conſumed 
1721 of the company for the fin of mutmuring f. 

| there again we behold. their leader in the cha- 
5 een intercellor. . He ftood in dhe gap, and, 
by the Al, mediation, the Fre 


| $ ſpared... 
7H greater, difficulties * F. 1 
wy - = their progref through the wilderneſs, ba 
1  - continual occaſion for the exerciſe of all the weekneb 
and patience he poſſeſſed; and we wander: 4 
A dy the repeated clamours. raiſed againſt him, was | 
 . , wearied, and diſpoſed to complaia of the weight of | | 
his burden. The people appeared to. have received | 
1 advantage from all e ee | 
afterwards as peeviſh and. petulant as ever, | 
. With ext extreme ingratitude and preſumption they lothed | 
| the manna, which God prov ided for 1227 ſuſte⸗ 
I. $686 rrp Re nd for hee Iu 4” This. | 
25 was diflreſing to nete and and we ear that his mind | 


| = i 
_ 3 God the peculiar hardſhips of 
WO bis ſituation; and jt ſhould ſeem, that, for the time, | 


4 - 31, Derr 9 * rr n 18, 4 


bes. 2 


© advanced far, beſore their former .diſcontented ſpirit } 


: 
- 
"mY © 
4 
„ ; 40 | ” 
2 E F 1 
he was more jealous of his own authority, than of the 


bim the life which was become ſo very afflictive:. — 


. amiable light. Two of the perſons, who were thus. 


' the work of God promoted though not by himſelf, 


Is there the fate d 


* "2 
* F - 
P - 

. - 


honour of God. As if he could no longer bear ap Fe 53 
- againſt all their perverſeneſs, he beſought the Lord dd 
interpoſe for his aſſiſtance, or inſtantly to take from 


Do we wonder at ſuch language as this from Moſes? 

It were eaſy to point out many chings evidently. 
wrong, in his addreſs to God. But perhaps we are 
unfit judges, as not being aware of the greatneſs f 
his provocations. And when we attend to our own 
danger, inſtead of ſeverely · cenſuring him, we ſhall 


ner pray, © Hold up my.goings in thy paths, chat 


my footſteps flip not. | 3 id 
- The Lord had compaſſion upon the infirmities of. 
his ſervant, and, in order to relieve-him-in the toil of, _ 
government, appointed.ſeventy glders, whom alſo he 
qualified by his Spirit, to form a judicial court. This 
inſtitution is ſaid to have been the foundation of tie 
| ary pain who was. er the princi- 
eat of judgment. ne circumſtance is men- 
tioned which aces, the character of Moſes in an 


ſet apart by God, were detained- in the camp: but 
even there the divine inſpiration pointed them ont, 
and they propheſied ſeparately. from tbe reſt. - This 

was thought irregular, or an encroachment upon the 
authority of . Moſes, who was therefore adviſed to ro- 

ſtrain them. But being far removed from that proud, 
malignant temper, which conſiders itſelf injured b 
the attainments of another, and rejoicing to obſerve | 


he cried out, Envieſt thou for my ſake? Would  _- 

God that all the Lord's people were prophets, and _ 

that the Lord. would put his Spirit upon them. 
ibntereſted generoſity in all thoſe, _ 

who excel in ſpiritual gifts ?' Is there no fear of loſing 

edit, becauſe others are coming into. eſtimation 

| 7 „al. vi. 3. r 
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5 e-people alſe was gratified, bat it 
„ ww ealure ; for the very ing. 
5 reren of their puniaen“ 
Ie he odd grant them their x 5 
had been | 
-  ſremed 


an anſwer to all 


our difficulties, abour the ways ang a. | 
that He is God, and nor man Ti dn cen 
 compliſhed: '« He rained fleſh alto upon them as the 


duſt, and feathered fowls like as the ſand of the ſen. So 


they did cat, and were well filled: for he gave them 


their own deſire: they were not eſtranged from 


| their luſt. But while their ment was yet in their 


k. His own brother and ſiſter 


27 


= 


wrath of God came upon them, and ſlew 


. An obje&icn was brough 
quarter, where we ſhould hone : 


both perſons of real holineſs, 


dim.” The pretence was, that he 


Him, He will i | 
to ſhame, He ſummoned the offe toappear be. 
due beg eſtabliſhed: the authority. of Mule in the 
moſt indiſputable manner, and declared his hot diſ- 


reaſon was, their pride was hurt, and their envy en- 


en wp nv Eeperide:Wathority fn Mis vernment/of- ny 
ee. They faid, therefore, © ach the Lord: I 


by Moſes ?- ee he not ſpoken 
| allo by us An. oppoſition frorn out near "GO 
ante 


tions, and from religious friends, is of all others 
painful. But even prong looked for: 

wiki one Gr eee er ee RIS: 
C the leneſs of Moſes, N 


5 z but upon this occaſion he was 
| 6 and therefore it is remarked 
as a ftriking evidence of his unparalleled meekneſs.. 


replied not; bes ed ih He 
en ever ready to-plead the cauſe of God, hen it 


But the Lord himſelf reſented the groundleſs re- 


proaches caſt upon 
ſatisfied to leave the vindication of our character with: - 
and bring ag adverſaries 


pleaſure ann them: Miriam was inſtantly ſtruck 
with a leproſy; and Aaron was made to tremble under 
+ fonſwof is guilt. Then they confeſſed their folly, 
nnd with deep ſubmiſſion ſought relief from the very 
man hom they had baſely ſlandered. This alſo gave 


him a freſh em Mr 
loving ſpirit. himſelf; na 
as à proof of his entire — he prayed that 


„* n . iatadin Es 
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LH 


to arp bis gentle and | 


the ſtroke of juſtice might be removed from his ſiſ- 


ter. He cried unto the Lord, „Heal her now, O 


God, I beſeech thee: and, at his mediation, the 


| offence was pardoned. We need not add ſurely, that 
We alſo are under the 
Es or railing” W Ig * 


. *. . 


obligations © not to 


his Gervant:; and when We is 
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ue ag for me are thereunto called, What), 


Fl eee i 
As PPP 
dee The ſpies, who had been ſent to view 
_ the promiſed land, ee 4.moſt unfavourable 
- gecount-”  Immediately--the people were diſcou- 
2 


had been led out of Egypt, and determined to 


. 5 5 ther +. This was a attack, not upon 


- cauſe of extreme diſtreſs to this holy man, whp was 
1 not fo. much. by their oppoſition to 
ese, beg. avowed rejection of G He fell 


: Wo content mad ſchemes, and o ering up his im 
tunate cries to Heaven for them. ben the J 
| to:confound the rebels, and threatened to 


them, as if he were weary with forbearing : 


| greater and mightier nation than they. The ſame 
the Jewiſh leader had e though 


- W 5 ie was ſo flattering to himſelf; and ſtill, as far from 


ambition or revenge as ever, he deſired not his own 
adrancement, or their ruin, but 

for their forgiveneſs. He 
not to ſuffer his on glorious name to be diſhonoured, 
burt eo diſplay the abundance of his niercy, and there- 


+ whole race of 
<a 3 thou » though, for their ſia upon this: occaſion, 


der, and their children on Tet pond 


* 
pt * 


21 
. Canan. e 
Eg 15 une t; ee | 


in ano-- 


ws devoted to deſtrut ee tax they | 
a captain for themſelves, that might return thi- | 
only, but upon God himfelf, It was, therefore, the 


before them, ee r them. to cv | 


and, in their ſtead, he promiſed. to make of Moſes a f 


1 : 


fore to the iniquity of the people. How 
E yer of a righteous man! Ihe 
ſrael were reſcued from immediate 


bl 

> 
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to wander, and to fall in the wil-· 


- manifeſt his integrity, and 


-- Moſes \entinicd; is. experience 
„ their 


of Heaven. He fell on his face, betaki 
imſelf to prayer in the firſt-place, for direction 
aſſiſtanet z then he 


— 


. ane (but that He) would 


tions. Nor was he diſappoin 1. br, while. they 


"Lord ed in his glo and threatened to 
„ „ 


. mit gited through the medintion of Moe, "korn. 
"rw r ee that vengeance-ſhould be taken, 


and che puniſhed; The. deſign was fe- 


was maſt awfol indeed, whilſt the cries of thoſe, 
vrho periſhed in ſo miſerable a manner, were freſh in 


' 


their ears, and the devouring earth had ſcarcely; cloſed, 
its mouth; on- the very next day all the congregation 


of the Iſraelites aroſe up in fiexce contention againſt 


25; 


eee +: B77 of $904) 


OY Aaron, and caſt upon them the . 


* 


* 


Shall we "wp Ae + more, then, of their objeRions. © 
| tothe ma ag er of Heaven? Alas the reſt, who. 
were en, betrayed the ſame ſpirit; and, what - 


pilgrimage. In cas of he en- 0 
/campments, a moſt formidable rebellion. was ruſek. 
Parr — ew 3 mo bat” 1 388 


| Did be then defend himſelf by force ? No: Men. 
ee was, not to arms, e ee N 


- 
9 
7 
99 * 


meekly reaſoned with the 115 
leaders of the faction, and referred the matter to the 


were all ſolely aſſembled, awaiting the ie, -e 


vealed ts tis Proghite, who therefore reſted the W- 

ditt of his miſſion upon this one point, that che ground 

would open, and inflantly ſwallow up alive their te- 
bellious company; which accordingly came to pals., 
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Moſes were continually exerciſed by the perverſencſs 
ef the people. Bot little is told us of their tranſac- 


_ different removals from one en 
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2 th 
r 
| fopplies from the 9 at Rephidim, entirely - 
E were excited . — | 


THREE 


| 7 
1 


_ wrath 


the earneſt intereeſſions of the 1 
_ they had 2 * N 
vn with" eee v56bren dvotded toxran, | 
cd, der in the wilderneſs for forty years, _— 
ence 
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Can any inſtance he given of n wa wy 
| Kavdneſs af heart? 2 55 1 his 
thein. . . — and 
© ſeven hundred were conſumed by the 


© thoſe who. were left, eſceped-the 


y, on — 


. win which time the faith and pati 


tions from the ſecond to the fortieth year, except their 


We are grieved, however, to find. the ſame ſpirit of 
and unbelief, at the laſt as in the firſt part. 
When they came to Kadeſh, 
probably they had till then been 


— 


Fs 


did he Betake himſelf for protection? 
in, as he had done before, from the violence 
he fled td the lanctusry of his God. In 
aug — 4 was his conſtant reſource: 
red throughout, that the adminiſtra- 
te government reſted not upon the wiſdom, 

popularity of Moſes, but upon-the power 
immediarly and 1 eren tor that: 


obtained. While be abe be- 
fe” Fo Thing col re eee 
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ague; and. 


ment. to another 


of their reſentraent : they imputed all their diſ- 
him, and roſe up/as'in rebellion. againſt him. 
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merey for the people, he was commanded to take his 
rod, aſſemble the congregation, and ſpeak to the rock 
in their preſence ; and he was affured that thereupon = 
the water (ould guſh out from the flinty ſtone, s 


upon a former occaſion, for the abundant ſupply of 
| Al their neceilities. He obeyed the divine injunction.) 
and inftantly the ſtreams flowed out for their refreſh- 
ment. 5 | | . 
But what is this that we hear? The indignation 
of God is kindled, not againſt the murmuring I- 
_ raelites, as we. might have apprehended, but againſt 
the two Jeaders, Moſes and Aaron; and ſentence is 
ne ae” upon them, that they ſhall die in the wil- 
derneſs. What have they done? Here was ſome 
Ae offence committed, becauſe the Lord him- 
 felf condemned and puniſhed them; but perhaps it is 
not eaſy to determine, from the ſhort account given 
'_ tis, what was the particular nature of the crime. 
We have beheld this eminent ene of holineſs AN 
ſevering through uncommon difficulties: and did be 
faiFat the laſt? We are conſtrained to acknowledge, - 
that a foub blot is left upon his character; enough to | 
humble our pride, and to prove that perfection is ns 
F III 7, 
It ſhould ſeem, that, while he was obeying the 
command of God, he was under the influence of 
ſome improper. tempers ; and therefore, the ſtate of 
his mind being wrong, the action performed could” 
not be right. We apprehend, that his fin might ariſe / : 
from 2 Coret indulgence of pride, unbelief, or re- 
ſentment; or it might be a compound of them alt. 
together. Whatever it was, probably it was ſudden, 
and momentary, at the time when he ſtruck the rock 
twice, and ſaid, „Ve rebels, muſt we fetch you 
Water out of this rock? — We ſhould not wonder, 
if one, ſo diſtinzuiſhed by his rank, his abilities, and 
vſ-fulneſs, was lifted up, for the inſtant, by a conceit 
of his own ſuperiority, and forgetting his depend- - 
ence, ſaid, Muſt WI do this for you?” We 
1 453% . A W 
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. ©, _ are exprefily told, that in ſome way or other, his faith 
f faked Rim : either he did not 5 petformance 
9 the miracle "P God, or he did not giye the glory 
Fo of it to Him, as he ought, to have done. For thus. 
. | _ the Lord reproved him, “ Ye believed me not, to 
_ © -fandtify me in che eyes of the children of iſrael.” It 
zs alſo. moſt certain, that there was ſone ſtirring of 
_ anger in his heart, and that he was carried away, for 
due moment at leaſt, by a heat of temper... Wearied 
dat wich their injurious treatment for nearly forty: 
Peas, he ſpake and acted in a warmth of paſſion; and 
2 probably, he ſtruck the rock Twacs, and called 
_. , them ReneLs. So the Pfalmiſt aſſerts, “ They pro- 
„ wy his ſpirit, fo that he ſpake unadviſedly with his 
© ; We pretend not juſtify his condut; it de- 
$4274 ideration, that the offence 
5 was of ſuch a ſort, that we might not have perceived 
mim it am -. blamable. But we have to do 
Vith a righteaus God, Who © ſearcheth the heart,” 
wie condemns/an evil thought or affestion, and 
L eſites truth in the inward parts.” —And; while we 
| © -' obſerve Moſes fo ſharply cenfured fer this one action, 
de are ready to cry out, *© Who ſhall ſtand before 
tts holy Lord God?” Surel there is a, greater 
walignity in fin, than we are aware of. Shall we 
dare to lay, It is & light thing: or, Where can be 
* the harm of it? Should our God © be entreme to 
mark what is done amiſs, who may abide it?“ In- 
- ſtead of inveighing againſt Moſes, it will become us 
3 to take ſhame to ourſelves. © What attention do we 
|,  _ pay to the words of our mouths, and to the tempers | 
Þ# bf our minds? Are we circumſpect in all things, 


ſerves our moſt ſerious con 
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and that continually? Are we meek and patient, 5 

loving and farbearing to the moſt injurious? Where 

is the perſeck man, whoſe; heart never admits.any | 

 _ Unholy affeQtion, or whole tongue has never ſpoken | | 
oo ARS, RT 
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/ 


1 4 
© Tv 
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y! ven in many things we . ; 


'> 


al +,” 
2 che ſubje&t be abuſed.) Some appear to 


ci an improper kind of. encouragement | m the 


infirmities and declenſion of faints. Many profane 
ſinners dwell upon them with delight, and, 10 EXC 
ſor their own vile conduct, allege, that the beſt 
men have bad their failings. + There are alſo careleſs 
profeſſors of religion, who conſtantly diſhonour the 


dofrine of God our Saviour by their. eril practices 
or / diſpoſitions, and .yet,, preſumptuouſly, conclude, 


. worſe than that of the moſt ex- 


cellent perſons, . who have fallen as well as they. It 


is obvious, that theſe are moſt dangerous ways. of 


perverting the ſcriptures. Do we perceive any thi 
„ of Moſes to juſti Heel habitual 370g 


wiſlion, of the leaſt , iniquity ? 


awful truch,. . cel d | 


pre i in che general tenour of his life 
vit. 


his Aaron to the top of mount H 


Hoang take.a dlemu leave of him, and to fee . 


die for the very offence, in which be himſelf had 
principally concerned. This was, doubtleſs, a di 


trefing appointment, not merely on account of the ] 


laſs he fuitained. in the ſudden removal of his dear 


partner and aſſiſtant in his labours, but eſpecially as 


reminding him of his own t, and of that diſſolu · 
tion which 


way, and again they fell into their old fin of murmur- 


ing t. They levelled their complaints, as before, againlt 
Moſes 5, but the heavy judgments. of God ſoon 


brought them. to bow at his feet. Read 


n Amer 
812% 33 were 


— 


Oe een of the tranſgrefiion appeared "at W - 
22 ol their jouruey. Moſes was commanded 


he alſo was ſhortly to experiene. 
As they, advanced. in their marches, the people 
were e by the length and dificulties of the 


Fa 


bs — —  o_" 


T4 
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were commilfiotied to deſtroy mem, and many were 


conſumed in their iniguity. The reſt, being awel 
und terrified, confeſſed Nasr efime, and entres ted 
Him, Whom they had feproached, to become theit 
- _ Interceſſor, He ſaw and pitied their diſtreſs, and, 
not bearing the leaſt reſentment for all their hard 
8 roalnſ him, he me for them, and ob. 
ned deliverance. The re provided for the 
bite of the ſerpents, "was N iN 6 ' miraculous, bit 
. fingular in its kind, and Jefioned to be a moſt in. 
Aructive emblem to the Church in future ages. We 

_ ought | not to forget, that ſin, more poiſonous and de- 
ſtructive to the ſoul than the venom of the ſerpent to 
the body, has ſpread its baleful influence through the 
whole Ws of ENG. But the power and grace 


_ of our God are Viſplayed in the removal ef this ma- 
nad, und by a — fimiar'to that hereby the | 
Taclices"were reſtored.” Par a Hofer hi up | 


. nt ini the wilderneſs, eyen'ſa.wes'the Son 
up z that whoſoever beſieyeth in him od 
but have eternal Hfe®? 4 
was forbid 8 3 Caman dale 
bs. 9 te 6d, in 19 — ogy 
el by their (conqueſt of various” enemite, - 
length e e — 


led forth to batile the Atnorites, Moabites, 


and Midianites, "whom they utterly- ſubdued, and | 


Whoſe land they tobk for their own on. 
the Lord God 3 on 


which was afterwards completed under Joſbus. 

His crogbles, indeed, wefe not yet ended. His hear 
wis pained by a moſt awful defection in the people, 
who were ſeduced by the dab of Moab to com · 


- mit whoredom” and Wolatry +. This was effected 
through the. wicked counſel! of Balaam, and was more 


Bra than the ncaa ates ah 
"© phat 1s. " ENink nancy 86. 


215 tides | 
5 Zur 
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re his Faithful fervant, dy giving 
kim to behold the beginging of that glorious work, 
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of reſentmen 


1 XXViio 12, & c. 


verfaries., On that occaſion we obſerve Moſes acting 


rn 0309 Deut. Iii. 23. 
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1 alified for the office, who hold eon 


duct che e their promiſed habitation. And is 
it not moſt e ing faint,” to be ſplicitous for 
the welfare and 2 the Church, when bis 
Tabours in it are drawing near to a concluſion? Let 
uz entreat God to bis own Iſrael, and, what. 
ever faithful mĩniſters he may take to himſelf; to raiſe 
up others'in their Read; that” His work may be 
 Earried'on from age to age, till all his redeemed are 
brought home to the heavenly Canaan; © We do hy 
bear Mofes petitioning for the advancement of his | 
on . but for the gation of the Lord; 
nor ſhould any private con ns . ſo dear to us 2 


the intereſts of Zion. «Prey for the * 


falern: they ſhall proſper that love ma 


be ſucceſſor, whom | Moſes himfelf before th | 


death initiated into the-office; was not one of his own | 
Eindred, but of another houſe and of another tribe. 
The ſons of Moſes were 'overiooked, and Joch 
was inreſted wich che high dignity. A very ſtrong 
_ proof; that the Jewiſh Ee was not — by 
fſelſiſhneſs, or ambition, or any of the contracted 
views of buman politicians. It appears throughout, 


figned his commiſſion, that the eſtabliſiment of the 
government was entirely of God. 


We cannot 'contemplate the doſe of this: good 


and diligenee even at that ſolemn ſeaſon. Though 

knew that his diſſolution was nigh; he remitted not 
his wut exertions, but rather wi 'ineveaſihg vigour 
laboured in the work of the Lord, that he might 


& finiſh his courſe with} Joy.“ It is remarkable, that 
All thoſe lively, pious, and importunate exhortations, 


which ate contained in the book of Deuteronomy, 


ere probably delivered to the people during tbe laſt 


Tz 
# & 


month of 5 continuance is - e learn, 


from the manner in which he both received and re- 


. ²˙ mommprmenge— 1 


9 


man s life, without admiring his extraordinary y nol D 
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then, from this bright pattern, to fil up every por. 
tion of time Ke on uſeful „3 | | 
though we ſhould have certain intimations, that we 

ſhall ſoon be” diſmiſſed from our preſent poſt, it will 
become us with unwearied perſeverance to attend to | 
our reſpective duties, even till our ſtrength utterly fa | 


Much did he ſpeak and write concerning the 8B. 
viour of the world: but re 3 Were q 
chiefly wrapt up in the els of types and | 
rn ih They were deſigned, however, to | 
lead the Church to the knowledge of the great 
Redeemer; and therefore Jeſus fald, “ Had 'ye be- 
lieved Moſes, ye would have believed me: for he 
wrote of me“. — One very ſtriking and exprefs 
prediction of the promiſed Meffiah, which was ut- 
tered a little before his death, we muſt not omit. 
The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto; thee a Pro: 
phet from the midſt of thee, of thy brethren, like 
unto me; unto Him ye ſhall bearken +.” This has 
been - fulfilled in Jeſus of Nazareth t, to whom, 
therefore, our attention is directed. Let all men | 
« know aſſuredly, that he is both Lord and Chriſt vꝰrl⸗œ“ 7 
and if « He- that deſpiſed Moſes? law died without Y 
- mercy,—of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, 
ſhall he be thought worthy, who bath trodden under 
foot the Son of God f?!!! 15 
7 Den before At the very advanced age of one hundred 3 
Chrift, and twenty years, the work of Moſes was - | 
ot | ' 745%* / concluded in an honourable manner, yet 
ur not without ſome circumſtances of humiliation, 
dt When he had finiſhed his teſtimony, on the very © 
at day he had been inſtructing, exhorting, warning, and 
„ encouraging the people, he was commanded to take his 
„ | Yaſt leave of them, and aſcend up to one of the higheſt 
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ins of Moab *.. There he w 
lay down his earthly tabernacle, 


told, that he mu 


ſhougzh in his full ireparh - © his, eye was not dim, 
5 


ted +.” This was an awful 
1 5 clally as it was, accompanied with a 
3 — 2 ſereflion, at Meribah; and his 

4 rely declared to be” inflicted” as a pu- 
'niſhment. But, Jo yaa qa nat 78 the 
gment was mixed with mere thou od, 

Wu -- righteous purpoſes, manifeſted his diſpleaſure, He 
Wind not from his ſervapt the tokens of his favour, 
or bs honoured and comforted. him in bis dying mo- 


The Lord promiſed to ſhew him the good | 


2 and gave him by 1 to ſee. the future glory and 

ae 255 Iſrael. Moſes, in firm de- 

ech , ence on the Covenant. of his God, | and in 
ely 


hope of a better kingdom than Canaan, went | 


with „e Cars 60 the of Piſgah, Proba- 
Als i juſt before his aſcent, y 8 affecting 


| ord of the people, and, in the ſpirit of — HE 
. 4 ſolemn benediction upon them . His | 


ſt words, which, are recorded, were ſpoken in ad- 


miration of the God of lrae!, and of the bleſſedneſs 
of the nation he had choſen and redeemed to himſelf: 
86 2 is none like unto the God of Jeſhurun. 
ppy art thou, O Iſrael! Who is like unto thee, 0 


ople ſaved by the Lord?” In this joyful trium- 


= frame of mind he mounted up he hill, to meet 
f 


s diſſolution, and having viewed the promiſed i in- 
heritance of Iſrael, he cloſed his eyes upon every 
thing below; and, from the fight. of an earthly 


Canaan, ond entered upon the poſſeſon f 


heaven. 


Vet we perceive ſomething extremely afflictive in | 


the circumſtances of his death; and it ſhould ſerve 
as a ſignal warning to {oi to & abhor that 
"which ls.evil,” and to walk with 9 watchfulnel 


„ best. al 48, . + v 7. 1 m. 2, 40. 


— 


. worſhip: at his ſepulchre. 


r PEHEESEFESTREPSRATS E 


g 5 of che Lamb t!“ 


„ M0888, 5 5 


and caution, if indeed they defire_to be diſmiſſed 


frat life with honour and with comfort. "The of- 
Yence'of "Moſes, we have ſeen, was ſuch as we 9580 


*have thought trivial ; and we have no doubt that it 
duns forgiven; yet, as it was of a public nature, God. 


determined that there ſhould be a public declaration 


of his 1 8 wgacs ainſt it; in order that ſin might 


r, of all the people, *exceedi 
el _ 01 Na Moſes vos THEIR SAKES. 5 


A 


At is poffible, then, that ſome, who are dear to 


God, may be perplexed with much ſpiritual darkneſs 
* the la laft, on-account'bf paſt negligence, and per- 
out of the world through ſome awful viſita- 


| 990 a an immediate judgment from heaven, thou 


in A Rate of . and their fouls 


| -aved ever. 
The burial of Moſes might Gem de tubing opal | 


mentioned, had not the fac red hiftory recorded it as 


_ "moſt remarkable , The Lord himſelf took care of 


"the body, and without any human aid committed it 
to the ground. The place of his interment was pur- 
poſel concealed, thatithe Itraelites, who were con- 
"tin y prone to Idolatry, 2 not be tempted to 

know and rejoice in 
part, which could not be confitied 


5 it, that his ee 
in the grave ,.aſcended up on high, E 


rank among be © ranomed of the 


therefbfe, and accordingly; be was one, 
Who graced, 9 triump h of our Saviour in the tranſ- 


_Gguration' on the mount] and he will ſhortly come 
1 His s glorious retinue at the laſt da 


day. Then ma 
„ Who ſha 


we. id With all that favoured compan 
Ling the ſong of Moſes the ſervant of: 


pon 2 review of this hiſtory, wethall not won- 
der, that a character ſo eminent has been celebrated 
"in every ee that he was held in reſpeR by the moſt 
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Fe. Ps BE: 1453 $$5713--12.39 aa ye >, 
| | | Jearnedof the Gentile, world; and that the Jews al- 
1 ways boaſted of him, gms ee e their 
Church and nation. Moſt ju 1 he he propoſed 
+ to all, as a bright example rig teouſneſs, and 

more particularly of that diſpoſition ſo/pl to 
| God, a meekneſs of temper... Let us enquire, then, 
1 How far do we reſemble Moſes f Vo we 22 
gd marks of impatience, anger, and reſentment 
Let us not allege, that out provocations are many: 
| they are not worthy, to be mentioned, in compariſon 
| who which Moſes bad t egle, with for forty 
pers together. If there be ng. tion, there 
FF  - _ cannot be much proof of * e da if we 
| poſſeſs the grace of God in truth, we ſhall be thereby 
taught to preſerve a compoſure of mind, and to ex- 
* erciſe forgiveneſs and love, even in return for many 
|  andgreat injuries. Thus did Moſes. Oh I how unlike 
dio bim are we? Wess there is among us enyy- |. 
ing, and ſtrife, and diyiſions, are we not carnal, and 
Walk as men?) l en. n 
But this illuſtrious pattern, in an eſpecial manner, 
|  — - chims the attention of the et einn For 
© ' - they are called to execute an office, in many, re 
3 like that of Moſes, which will ſubject them to ſome 
ſuch painful trials, as he met with. They ſhould be 
prepared to expect the moſt groundleſs and malicious 
cenſures from thoſe, whoſe beſt intereſts they are uni- 
formly and zealouſly purſuing. It will, therefore, 
- inſtruct and comfort them, to place before their eyes 
tte conduct of this man of God; and While they ſee 
dim ſteadily perſevering in his work, they will take 
ffreſh courage to hold on their way. But let them cop 
after his example. They require the ſame: firmneſs, 
. zeal, and fortitude, which he poſſeſſed ;, nor have they 
. reaſon-to doubt, that He, who has appointed them to 
their moſt arduous employment, will endue them with 
all that ſtrength, which is neceſſary for the due dil. 
charge of it. Have they many fears and N ? 
So had the great leader of the Hebrews : but in Him 
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do. When he was firſt called out of Midian, he was 
z and a SO) 


backward, timid, and unbelieving 
diſcovered the weakneſs of a fallen nature. 
terwards, with unwearied exertions and undaunted 


e, he maintained his poſt againſt all oppoli- 


courag 
tion; for; he “ ſtaggered. not at the. promiſe, 


the midſt of the ent formidable dangers: and in 
theſe reſpects he fully proved the r influence 
of divine grace. Lee us ſeek for, and rely upon, 


the ſame mighty eee. for, in every caſe, d the 


help that is upon! Ceo; FI 


elf... 


2 Rae the nden ef Chi aher with he 
firmocks of Moſes, ſhould 282 meekneſs of 

»: Fhis will be their brighteſt ornament, their 

2 zelt recommendation, their ſureſt defence. 


J « The ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive; but be 


2 unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meek- 

neſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ; if God 
"radians will give. them repentance to the ac- 
\knowledgiog of the truth . Thus, by their bum- 


die and inoffcinfive behaviour, they ſhould, be an 


example to Believers; and exhibit in themſelves the 
happy effects of the Goſpel 22 preach: aud 
i ſuch means they will be moſt likel fo SG — 
fierceſt opponents of their rage.— et in order to 


enſure ſueceſs to their miniſtry, they muſt imitate the 


Jewiſh prophet: in another and like him 
182 eee 
in every difficulty, flying for direction, ſupport, 

deliverance, to the God of all grace; nor was he 
once deſerted. In the ſame way ſhould they, who 
are the Ipiritual guides of the . expect all their 


help from God, and keep up 2 continual intereourſe 


with Him, chat they may obtain his preſence and 
bleſſing in d har miniſtrations. Muna | 
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Kalents 1 poliſh; notwithſtanding, their wiſdom, 
eloquence, zeal, und diligence, it is not nr ares he 
_ ., they will de of an „N unjeſs 
BE Wel lres men devotion, 
ſtteit ſupplieations to Heaven. 
Mauch has been ſaid of the ane of Moſes, 
But we are acquainted: with a character abundantly 
| Cuperior in every view, and © worthy of more glory, 
inaſmuch as He, who hath builded/the houſe, hath 
more honour than the houſe “.“ © The law was 
ven by Moſes, but grace and truth came by Jeſus 
7 It is not our deſign to enter fully into a 
compariſon between them: but it ought not to. paſs 
. unobſerved, that in the high offices, which the the 
leader ſuſtained, he was a moſt eminent type of the 
at Captain of our falvation. Moſes-f Was to the 
Iſraelites, what Jeſus is to bis Chureh in every age, 2 
Pnornzr, Parts, and King;—the MEDIATOR 
. "of the Covenant. Jeſus is commiſſioned to: reſcue 
mis people from a bondage, inconceivably worſe than 
that of Egypt, and to conduct them through many 
Tudo to the poſſeſſion of à kingdom, ibut faint! 
wed forth by «the land that flowed with mill | 
honey.” He 1 their inſtructor, declari — BY: 
— Ivins will, and 1 © ho they ought | _ 
to walk and to pleaſe God. en Un 
in holy things, ſtands before God continually « to 
make reconcihation for their ſins, “ and offers up in- 
cCeſſant petitions for them. They are moſt po 
indeed, and rebellious, as the Iſraelites; but they are 
ſpared trough the prevaleney of bis interceffion. He 
is their Lawgiver, and has delivered them ſtatutes 
' and ordinances the moſt wiſe and excellent, to which 
he requires their unſeigned ſubmiſſion. Let all bo- 
nour, then, admiration, love, and obedience be given 
to our Jeſus! But is he not © deſpiſed and rejected of 
went“ How 8 selle him in his 


+0 Heb. iii. 3. = Joha i. 17. 


various 


1 


| VS 3 6h. MOSES. - Nr 355 4 75 
various offices? And what may we expect the con- 
ſequence to be? Is it forgotten, what the ſentence 
was againſt the diſodedient Iſraclites, © whoſe car- 
caſes fell in the wilderneſs?” For, if they eſcaped 
not, who refuſed! him that ſpake on earth; much 
more ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn away from Him 
that ſpeaketh from heaven . | 
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Pharaoh rejefted the petition of Moſes, and defied Je- 
| hovah— perſecuted the He rews—unhambled under 


lll the divine judgments—terrified, but unwilling to 


warning to ſinners, . 


As we were conſiderin the life of | 


fubmit to God's terms—confeſſed his guilt, yet impeni- 
. tent—purſued the Hebrews —drouned is the Red 
4 hed ebduracy and deſiruftion, bow aſcribed to 
'God—an awful inſtance of human. depravity—a 


K 


| | we 
had occaſion to advert to the character of that impi- 


ous king of Egypt, with whom the Jewiſh prophet 
„„ Ko 


ular a conteſt. It may anſwer an 


3 uſeful purpoſe to recall ſome of thoſe circumſtances 


4 F 


,/ 
* 


in the facred hiſtory, which we have already touched 
upon, in order that we may take a fuller view of that 
proud perſecutor. This will furniſh us with the moſt 
ſolemn and intereſting reflections: for in the caſe of 
Pharaoh we ſhall perceive a very ftriking proof of the 
extreme corruption and deſperate wickedneſs of the 
human heart, as alſo of the ſovereignty, juſtice, and 
invincible power of God. The example in an eſpe - 
cial manner demands the attention of every preſump- 
tuous ſinner; for to ſuch an one the application is 


obvious: God is greater than man: Why doſt 
thou ſtrive againſt Him? Haſt thou an arm like 


God? Or canſt thou thunder with à voice like 
—ꝓ ß ĩͤ OS TIP} OO VTDT 
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The inſtance ene 


the moſt inſolent offenders, that the world ever be- 


1 moſt ki ppoſer poſer of the King of hea- 
c 


ing himſelf a decided enemy, and car- 


ring g on the 2 — againſt Him, with inflexible : 
_ obſtig 


acy,—feſiſting all admonitions, deſpiſing 
ah eng deine the wrath of God, till he i 


made a monument of his vengeance, How much 


n e inſtruction does this Convey to ug? Shall 
we not confeſs the folly and madneſs of thoſe,” who 
45 contrary to God?” For, © He is wiſe in 


heart, and miglity in ſtrength | Who hath hardened 
himſelf againſt Him, and 'hath proſpered *?” Shall 


we not be led to examine, what is gur own charac- 


ble him | 
The ki , of whom we 15 now RUE was not 
| the perſon rom whom Moſes had fled to Midian. 


ter; and to e with greater fervour than we have 
yet done, From all hardneſs of heart, a contempt 
of th "word and commandment, Goo Lord deliver; 


us + ?*” The example of Pharavh'is propoſed to us, 


not for our imitation, but with a view to excite our 


abhorrence of his conduct. May we ſee the odiouſ- 
neſs of his temper, and ourſelves poſſeſs a diffeterit 
- ſpirit ! But, as we all partake of the ſame depraved 
'nafure, r it will de found upon enquiry, that, in 


ſome re pects, and to a certain degree, e ür! reſem- 


The name of Pharaoh ſeems to have been common to 


all the princes of Egypt in fucceffion for many ages. 


This man, however, as he inherited the title, fe alfo 


f en by the maxims, of his predeceſſor. It will 
ſufficient for us to point out the principal eireum- 


ſtances, which the ſcriptures have recorded concern- 
ing him. 


| Years before He is firſt e ir ade in 


Chris, the facred hiſtory, when Moſes and Aaron 


_ | were ſent to Ny wich a meſſage from the 


* | 
bens; 11 + Litany. God 
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\ | liberty of exexciſingtheir religion 2. The requilition 
was reaſonable: but, as it had been for ſome time 

dne grand object A the He- 


bre ws, no ſav ours could be granted them. Nor would 
tze proud t bear to be Githated to, even by Jeho- 
vah himſelf. He did not call in queſtion their com- 
miſſion, nor aſk what evidence they could produce 


ſor it; but he repulſed: them with the moſt daring 
- contempt both of them, and of the divine Authority 


by which the determined, whatever ſhould 
be the <4 <a Lo he would not ſtand in awe 
of their God, nor ; acknowledge ſubjectĩon to Hini, 
Pharaoh faid, Who is the Lord, that I ſhould obe 
is voice to.let Iſrael go?” He probably conceiv 
meanly of the God of the Hebrews, 9 long he 
Nen maar” 


S ſet Him at as FF 


| there were nothing Len **. 
We: this. Te the gg took in rife om the ir- 
 4{gance of Pharaoh, who preſumed to exalt himſelf 
__: 7 Jehovah, and refuſed to liſten to his word. 
| | wonderful, that vengeance was not immediately 
executed! Dia? the haughty tyrant aſk, in e 
| ontempt,. © Who is 35120 277 Rather might we 
fay, in admiration of the divine forbearance, Who 
is Pharaob, that the Lord ſhould ſend any further 
1 ge to 75 or withhold the pyniſhment due to 
his iniq Ws 
15 But i is. this a | ORE EN caſe? We ſear thery are mul- 
* 'titudes of like charafter. The king of E kene ſpake 
only what is the real ſentiment of many lat for 
all NR perſons poſſeſs ſomething of the ſame 
. diſpoſition, . Man, in his fallen ſtate, indepen- 
© , deney, and diſdains to fied: ſubmiſſion to the will of 
God! himſelf, He will not be controlled ; but, im- 
patient of _ reſtraint even from the higheſt authority, 


dl est. v., 4. 


n 
„ 


, , , . wc , et 


P Aupbepuar nt —- = | 


. +4, PHARAOH 369g 


ſays, „ Why may I not live as I pleaſe? Who is 
Evi. 27 Or -uhar is the Aude that T 
ſhould ſerve Him? The miniſters of Chriſt are often 
rejected with the ſame inſolent contempt, as Moſes. 
and Aaron were by Pharaoh. ' Not a few caſt the 
word of God behind them, with an air of utter in- 
difference, examine not its evidence, and determine 
not to be : awed by, it, But may we not admoniſh 


finners to beware, how A to contend 
with God? Do you aſk, © Wh 


5 Yo you a is the * ?””” Te 
is He who hath, made you, and gave you to be what 
you are: "I 10 fle 511 upheld you to this mo- 


2 and * in whoſe hand your breath is:“ It is 


He, who will ſhortly vindicate his right over you, 


will ſummon you to his bar, and judge you according. _ 


* Works. And is He the object of yout ſcorn | 


has muſt be. the .0ve, if you preſume te ſtrive 
| The enmity and the of Pharaoh, which had 


| been excited by dee of the Lord's meſſage 


to him, appeared alſo in his perſecuting ſpirit. And 


when the Lord himſelf is ſet at nought, it is no won- 


der that his ſervants are deſpiſed. time had the 
Uraelites groaned under the Egyptian bondage, and 
all the power of the kingdom had bęen exerted to cruſh 
them. The exerciſe of their religion was denied 
them ; and now, when ſome privilege of this nature 


was demanded for them, they were oppreſſed the 


more. The king was © implacable, unmerciful.” 
'We lay not, that be might not juſtify his conduct by 
political motives ; but it is obvious that the ground 


his oppoſition was pride and a profane contempt of 
od, Pike 


God. Like other politicians, he pretended a regard 
to the public welfare, and treated the religion of the 
Hebrews as a vain and dangerous ſuperſtition, and the 
eommiſſion of Moſes and Aaron as a mere pretence 
far their ambition or their loth. They were conſi- 
dered, therefore, -as enemies to the ſtate; and this 
poor enſſaved people were ſubjected to a more rigo- 
3 | OS rous 
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Ä | if; ron n For he bald, ®'Ye ee dey yeh 
ile; —Let there more work be laid u en? 
| 8 let us beware, leſt W. betray the dd aa 
13 And. oppreſſive ſpirit, eſ ciall towatds perſons © pro- 
' . - fefling, godlineſs.” ſs not the power of 
', Pharaoh ; but are we abt exerting: all the influence 
we have, to prevent the true Tee of God from fa. 
 - _ _ .erificing unto Him! Perhaps, their, ſentipents and 
2 practice may oppoſe our covetous or "aſpiri g. views 
and is it 95 thor this cauſe that we reproach them as 
neglecting their N work, and lay heavy bur. 
dens upon them? Such was the very diſpoſition of 
_ - the tyrant of Egypt; and it was one principal reaſon, | 
which provoked the Lord to bring down the ſevereſt 
© calamivies upon that whole country. Let us fear for U 
| 5 2 Senn for God will ſurely avenge the wrongs of 
= his infulted people, to the utter confuſion of their 
| emies... 
bi pO prophets of Iſrael had a ſecond'and third 
N of the king, but with no detter ſucceſs, 
ITbey performed certain miracles in his preſence, in 
| 15 to prove their commiſſion »; but he wiſhed, or 
8 | rather determined, not to be cenvinced, and therefors 
F pleaſed God, in righteous judgment on his obſti- 
nacy, to furniſh him with a pretext for His incredulity, 
The s were permitted to imitate ſome of t 
wonders which had been wrought : whetice, proda- | 
bly, Pharaoh concluded, that the two meſſengers of 
Heaven were no ather than ſkilful for erers, who 
might indeed have the advanta e * his agi, but had 
no more right to dictate unto On this account 
e his heart was hardened,” 17 5 did be hearken 
unto tliem, but deſpiſed and inſulted them as mere pre- 
| tenders to revelation, —Perhaps ſome modern Infidels 
may be under a fimilar deluſion, and be given og. like 
Pharaoh, to believe a lie.” They are 15 5 ing to to 
receive the word of God, and firive, with the utmoſt 
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ba of their jngenuity, to invent arguments to diſ- 
prove the divine authority of the ſcriptures. It is 
nothing ſtrange then, that to perſons ſo diſpoſed man 
2 ariſe, which ſeem to themſelves to Gultify 
their unbelief. The ſuffers our integrity e 
put to the teſt in this very way. I he evidence 
Chriſtianity is abundantly ſuffici jent to convince men 
of meek and upright minds: but we allow, that it is 
not of ſuch a nature as to force conviction upon thoſe, 
who ſecretly, diſlike it, and are reſolved to reject it. 
Light is come into the n loved 
anne "Ri than light, becauſe their deeds were 
 evil®,” ay 
i Iv Various miracles were wrought, or rather, one 
plague after another was inflicted, in order to humbls 
this-proud ſinner. Every ſucceeding judgment 
freſh and ſtronger that he was cont 
with a great God and terrible, whoſe arm none can 
reſiſt. By the moſt tremendous Wh ws Lord 
made known his own. ſovereign n majeſt 2 invinci- 
ble power, and demanded ſu en 5 the king. 
The calamities brought upon him were beyond mea= 
ſure afſlictive; N we might have ſuppoſed, to 
eo to ſofte moſt obdurate offender, The 
Magicians, after ſome ineffectual trials by;theis en- 
being baffled and confounded, acknow- 
ledged the preſence of God. But Pharaoh continued 
to harden his heart againſt all conviction, deſpiſed the 
moſt ſolemn warnings, with a mixture of arr 
and rage maintained the daring conteſt, Aa on hr 
to hazard every conſequence, rather than yield. the 
victory even 105 God himſelf. N each judgment 
ſound him more unfeelin preceding; at 
| leaſt he was as far removed from real bumiliation and 
emacs, in the end as at the beginning. 
It i —.— a moſt. unfavourable ſign indeed, when the 


kvereſt puniſhments produce no propes ſeale of fin, 
Wyre rs 


ave 


aa 
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— mer 121 an alarm to — ebelelenos, or 
it _ ts knees, to the Ear- 
3s i" ſuppl for merey. RA how ad pop like 
124 ave dot deaf to all the admonitions of 
| God, both by thenouth of his miniſters and the ſore 
vifitations of his providence f O conſider, you chil- 
. dren of affliction, reed your Menge have had 
upon-;you ! You have been tried, perhaps, by various 
calameties, in your perſons, your families, your ſub- 
ſtance; but have you enquired, '& Where is God 
maker Wherefore dom he contend with me? Of, 
what would He have me to do? For 4 ſurely it i i 
meet to be ſaid unto God, I have borne chaſtiſement; 
1 will not offend any more. That which I ſee not, 
teach thou me: if I have done iniquity, I will do no 
more s. And are you ſincere in your acknowledg- 
ments of guilt, your of ſorrow, and your 
Teſojutions. of 2 © It was Pharach's con- 
demnation, that he hardened his heart againſt all the 
divine correctiens, and, whatever he might om 
never truly humbled himſelf under the r eware, 
; Then, of ſinning in the lame way, and liſten to the 
> grooms of God 9 ſevereſt 1 
2 to prayer, and contrition, and repent- 
Oe wi you will have reaſon to dread 
— heavier * or, what is inexprefſibly more 
terrible, you may be iven up to utter impenitence 
and ſinal obduracy. deen: ir not be faid, = er il 
ſhould ye be ſtricken any more ?*” ' 
It may be urged perhaps, tit barsch felt moch 


converſion.” But the plea will not bear examination, 
or prove any thing in his favour. For it points him 
out as a hypocrite and a diſſembler with God: and 
this, it ſhould be remembered, is one diſtinguiſbin 
part of his character. Though he was a bold 
preſumptuous offender, he was not, from the firſt, 


„„ * Job axiv. 30, 3. + Ifais i. 5. 
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compunction, and diſcovered hepeful appearances of 
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1. He was 3 PAL Ber Py bf TRE 
the terms which God required. Ihe divine: in- 
junction was, that he ſhould let Iſrael go three 
- Jo into the wilderneſs, for the — of a r 
gious feſtival ; to which he gave the moſt peremptocy 
refuſal, I will not let * . But when the 
ee thoough al he M 
blood, and the very river, Which was idolized, was 
become offenſive; when all 1 ot except» 
ing his own palace, were inſoſted with frogs; 
the preſſure of theſe calamities he conſented ſor 6 
moment to the conditions propoſed. He called for 
Moſes and Aaron, and ſaid, Entreat the Lord, that 
he may take away the frogs from me, and from my 
people; and I will let be people go, that they may 
be Sep the Fe Aer Ne r 

1 Q 6 i 2 84 
ars, n „cd. vin. 4. Mg I, 221.73 
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is * 2 have his own terms, and ſtood like one makin; 
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l © edme, his fears were diſperſed, his fotmer eee 
teſumed their power over him, he rev ee 
1 | miſſion, and appeared more before; He 


N indeed, when the whole 5 15 was over- 
4 deſolated flies; and he leave 

the Iſraelites ſhould exerciſe their religion. But 
— rot an unfeigned ſubmiſſion to God. He 


g E requiring ſome abatement. He inſiſt 


Mihen hi would not ſuffice, he allowed that th 
might go into the Wilderneſs, but limited the dil. 
tance; 1 Only ye ſhalt not go very far away.” 
Pet, partial as the' conceſſion was, it was recalled 
upon the removal of the ' plague, ' This baſe hy- 


Poerily provoked the Lie fond x hantier: jade 
ment; for multitudes of cattle,” of every kind, 


were deſtroyed by a very grievous murrain ; but it 
| had no influence upon the obdurate heart of the ty- 


rant v. Moft loathſome and painful boils were then 


inſlicted both on man and beaft ; but the haughty 


| monarch/ fill refuſed e ſubmit, Again be was 


and chaſtiſed yet more ſevereſy. A moſt 
tremetidous Rorm of hail,” attended with uncommon 


thunder and lightning, laid waſte his whole country, - 
und filled him with ſuch horror, as conſtrained him 


to acknowledge his guilt, and to 38 obedience 
to the divine command; But all this was merely the 


effect of terror; for, when the tempeſt abated, he 
recanted his late declarations, and became more ob- 
ſttinate than before. Another meſſage from God re- 


quired his ſubjeCtion + ; and, upon the expoſtulation 


of his ſervants, he ' ſeemed diſpoſed to make ſome 
 conceſhons; but they were no fooner made than re- 
tracted, and at length be drove away the prophets of 


tue Lord with ind Fgnation To puniſh his impeni- 


tence, the plague of the ny was ſent, whereby 
4313 9 | ® Exod. ix. I, K. + x. I, Kc. 


= 
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they ſhould not arp out of his dominion: 
Go ye; Hcrifice to your: God Id TRE LAND.“ 


1 Ws, 


Arg bk Nine 357 
| i Elo was teduced to extreme diſtteſs; ard | 


then 4 under the dre 2 Reo 


1 


0 7 9 .. the "and ſued ſor m 
fro called for Moſes and Aaron in bafte: 18 


A have ſinned apainſt the Lord you 0d ag 


Goc, tha 
7 only. „ 
- ate y the | 
the inſincerity of his "profeſſions, —Again' he was 
- conſtrained to feel the mighty po power of God over 


Uble darkneſs throughout the of 


againſt you. No therefore” fo l 39 pre 

my ſin 295 this once, and . d 

tie away from me this 4 
a was removed; and immed- 

reſumed his oppoſition;' and ſhewed 


ments. A ter. 
for three days 
together, perplexed and affrighted him; and under 


him, and to tremble under 


tk ir 55 he conſented, that the Iſraelites 


ſhould be left behind. Here the eee ee 


epart, and take with them their families, 
But fill inſiſted that their flocks ahd their herds 


heart appeared, becauſe he would not yield wi 
out reſerve. When his partial 'conceflions, there 


fore, were rejected, he would hear no more, but 


doe el ddt bY Aresfenig dhe prophet! of the 


Lord with inſtant death, if, that Try he ſhould 


ever venture into his N 0 
Tzhis exhibits a very ſtrikir ws fete tte of the 


character of an unhum mbld inet who may be brought [43 


under temporary convictions, and, in a 

of conſcience, may put on the ſemblance A x peni- 
tent.” Alas, how common is che eaſe! The Lord 
calls to un unconditional ſubmiſſion. We ſparn at 


- the demand; and, though again and again required 


to bow before Him with uafeigned ſubjection, we 

maiotain à preſumptuous conteſt with Him. He 

by ok hand upon us, and, by one fevere viſitation 
another, he ſummons us to ſurrender. Perha 


| ſome fore afflition may extort a confeſſion and a kind 


of prayer for mercy, But have we not dealt deceit- 
fully, and been guilty of bake prevarications ? Have 


"we 


= 


1 
thi! be.npt.given to his will 
2 2 th, in one inſt — HM TE 


Fe e ofthe fol 6 to him ʒ and 


; In ſuch; a ſtate; of regard will ayail 4 


ching, neither will they be. laſting. Do you 


that He will accept..of leſs than ag 4 
— Hrs Aa 2 LI 


ohibited ul 


omen”. Do you plead for any 
ined, tr that paion 


>; for- this ſin to wy 


— a ty becauſe it is inconvenient to another, 
28 too ſtrict, and E 8s, to many dif- 
Kulties What do yl, at . tread in the llevs 

2 988 diſcouer the ſame diflmulatiog —— 


2G eee eee ee 


Fi - The bing of Egypt, we. have ſeen, at times ac- 
© _ his Quilt, but e alſo his 1 
ity appeared: 

2, His very confefons were confirained, and of 
ſuch a ſort as to prove, that he was a ſtranger to real 
humiliation, throu 7 2 the controverſy. He cried 
aut in anguiſh; 1 haye ſinned; but this he did, 
_— — . — al fthe e 
an im c ity remoy er 
ſoon — an end to his pretended nitence. 

reſtored to eaſe, he forgot his refalutions and eng 
ments, and returned to his former ſentiments. e 
—— aged to hear him ſay, © I bave ſinned this 
the Lord is ri ee people 


cke: entreat for it is enough; * 
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ratified? It cannot be allowed. Do you abject 


puta oan you logk for, but ſome. heavier judg- | 
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of the conteſt, in the converſion .of Pharaoh. But 
351 how often have appearanets deceived us We 


— 
. 


or a dangerous diſcaſe, lamenting their folly, maki 
ſtrong proteſtations of amendment, ſending for pi 


friends and miniſters, and calling upon them all 2 
nd, 


pray for them, But we have been diſtreſſed to fi 
that theſe impreſſions were ſuperficial and tranſient, 
and therefore not the effect of any good principle, 
They have been © as a morning cloud, and as he 


{ 


the approach of death, the dread of meeting an in- 


cenſed God, and of being doomed to everlaſting 
miſery, may force many to ſpeak. the language of pe- 
Th which, nevertheleſs, they underſtand not, 


ey retain the love of ſin, and have no true know 
ledge of the evil of it; but they fear puniſhment, 


therefore moſt eagerly implore deliverance, © 
in trouble have they viſited thee, they poured out 4 
prayer when thy chaſtening was upon them +.” 2 
all this paſſes for nothing in the court of heaven. For 
the Lord faith, © They have not cried unto me with 
their heart, when they bowled upon their beds 1.“ 
One circumſtance deferves our ſerious netice, 
Pharaoh frequently beſought Moſes to intercede for 
him, and to entreat the Lord on his behalf, But y 
do not perceive, that he ever bowed his knees befo 
God, or pot up one petition for himſelf, And alas 
what ayail all our confeſſions to men, or ſolicitations 
for their help? We muſt © make. ſupplication to 
our judge; or elſe we have no proper ſenſe of 


ill deſert. But let not the inſtance before us diſcus | 


rage thoſe, who are importunately calling upon.G 
under a conviction of their exceeding guiltineſs, at 
who defire peace with Him above all other bleflings. 


Theſe perſons ſubmit to their ſevereſt, trials without 


2 H M. . + l i. 16. f Holz vii 14. 
| murmuringy 


ve ſeen perſons under heavy loſſes, in extreme king 


* 
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_—_ 57 and feel the burden of ſin heavier than 
Mother a ictions. But it is evident, that Pharaoh 


ſought deliverance from trouble, more reconcili- 
Aion with God, and retained, to the laſt, the fame 
| Aug opprefive. diſpoſition. No wonder, then, 
- - * that the conflict iflued in his final perdition. 
When the admonitions of conſcience are invaria- 
2 bly reſiſted, and the judgments of God deſpiſed, there 
= 1s little hope, The heart becomes more and more 
| inſenſible to good, and is more readily carried away 

by every vile affection: and hence thoſe, who have 

3 been once awakened; and return to folly, are gene- 
ml the moſt deſperate offenderg.— Very awful calz- 
mities had been inflicted upon Pharaoh, and others 

Were denounced ; but ſtill he maintained bis oppoſi- 
Bion, in defiance of all that God could do againft 
| | him. According co the intimation, then, which had 
, - been given, after three preceding days of total dark- 
| hne, the Angel ef che Lord went forth at midnight, 
=; and deſtroyed the firſt born of every Egyptian family *, 
| The cohfternation, produced by this tremendous vi- 
Feen throughout the land; was beyond all deferip 
5 Hob. Cries of diſtreſs were heard in every bouſe; 
MM the king himſelf was filled with horror ind 
© amaZement: Then he appeared indeed to yield the 

- Fanqueſt, and to comply with the terms propoſed. 


- 
© 


— n 


He called for Moſes and Aaron, whom he had a little 
Before threatened with death, and even requeſted 


5 * 
— 


- ately to quit the country (without impoſing upon 
them one limitation or reſtraint), and, through an 
inpremon of tertor, entreated them to bleſs Him 


both he and his ſubjects were urgent upon the peo- 
ple, and loaded them with the riches, of the king - 
FF 
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them, wich all the congtegation of Iſrael, immedi- 


before their departure. Nay, to haſten their flight, 
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(! But, though Pharaoh dal defeated, * piddore 
heart* Was not ſubdued,” $4 ſoon therefore ac he 
recovered from his fright, bei extremely mortified 
— — e r of . 
nation thoſe who had triumphed over him, 

formed the'fcheme of purſuing them, that he might 
either bring them back i his dominion, or elſe wreak 
all * vengeanee upon them. The ſituation of the 
Ifraclites alto was ſo ordered, as to afford him hopes 
of ſuc&Hls : and it is a righteous r Vagrra Goc, tg 

furniſh men with opportunities of diſcovering theit 
moſt corrupt diſpoſitions. As if every former con. 
viction had been utterly effaced, he was led a 
„er paſſions, anon; couetot 
er) And: revenge. Wich his deſt . choſen, troops 
be 2. — the ebrews, and preſſed upon them 
o Uofel 3% _ wy cut he from all viſible 
eliverance, r y, the infatuated. 
ing was confident! e an eaſy and co.; 
victory. But di he not recede, when the 
,ofd; With his glortous arm divided the water; 
and cod uCted iris redeemed nation through the derp ? 
Did not this ſtupenddus miracle; Arab to him, 
that they were the immediate care of an Almighty 
God, ad that it were madneſs to carry on ſſo uncqual | 


A echteld ? Alas] no evidence is ſufficient to con? 


vince determined infidel. He is blinded by his vile 
affections; & à deceived heart hath turned him afide;? 
Thus it Was with Pharach, who ruſhed into the ſea, | 


© 25 che horſe into the battle, “'r. filed wich rage | 


againſt God and his people, and vainly attempted-td 
Tecoverithem out of His hand. But the Lord fought 


for Iſrael; and 4 by frrength ſhall no man prevail“ 


againſt Him. The pillar and the cloud were à light 
and protection to the Iſraelites ; but the Egyptians _ 


were iber ed troubled and e They were 


* 
enn. 
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alſo ſtopped in theit progreſs, while, they avg; in the 
middle of the r and eee 
u or heard. cont wer ol 
Aud conſulted . but it was too late, 
The command-was given for the waters to return to 
" their place; the proud rebel was | vanquiſhed, and, 
poop all the lower of Egypt, buried i in In the deep. 
« So ſhall the wicked "periſh. in the preſence of 
God.” In the example of Pharach, we have, an 
awful repreſentation of their caſe. When loud calls 
to repentunee have been diſobeyed, and. both the 
ts and the mercies of God have been incf- 
| fJectual to bend the ſtubhorn heart, what is to be ex- 
but the moſt 8 —— and 
rapid advancemedt in 0 vence, ag- 
unted ruin? They will not turn nor fear G 


Fa 


in the way of their oppoſition, nothing. but 
final tba der deſtruction ris ir « 
fetch out thei 


— again the ie 
verſaries of the Lord thall: | 


he dottamlefs pit We 
harm ok def . A 


i, 2 God, who-i fl. 


2 E prepared for. 5 of 

enemies, - you nts 

= he bath bent his bow, and made it ready f 

ares Fug vainiconteſt ; 4 doyn your arms, and 
rat diſeretiun. 27.5 you, in Chit) 
| Read; Be y 1 

1 Tess whole ofthis kubory ans vary 8 
tion has been We are quand, to juſtify the 

proceedings of od towands the. rebellious king of 
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— . nabe 1 raiſed thee up, that 
1 might-ſhew my power in then; and that my name 
might be dedlared throughout all the carth * 
not ſay there is no difficulty in the AO hut, 

— it has often been miſrepreſented and x 
e acknowledge that the judgments of God area 
denp, and — —ͤ—é them: but 
it will bechme us, with ſerious reverence, to enquire 

into the plain aflertions of the/inſpired writers, not 
ing acavilling temper, On the! one band, nor n 


the other —— — 'magiſterially, in mate 
Þ ini 6! 25 D629 
in repeanedl — the fnered: hiftorlin, 
dur * he Lord! . 
A conduct ĩs — — "> 
ſections of God. For itis afled; How can it be re- 
\concited with this holineſs, 10 Him as the 


Author of ſin, din Pharaoh that Seer 
whith/is'the of human bo pri Or: | 
— — 2 zuſtice, to excite 
2 diſpelitiom in che tex mind finners, and n 
hiſh them for it? r 
455 e we may reply; Gel cereaiuly fonefew bat | 
-thoſe very circumſtances, which' He had reſolved to 


circ 
about, would occaſion in Pharaoh an obftinacy 
of ſpirit: r therefore He predicted, and, in a ſenſe, 
de ſaid to apiwint that, — vas the conſe- 

of his diſpenſation. Whether we can under- 
it or not, God is declared! to have foteknown 
— events and tranſactions, in which 


much wickedneſs was committed . 
- chery of Judas, and the crucifixion of the Saviour) 
and yet as the free agency of the offenders was nat, 

al meaſure, affected, ſo neither was their guilt at al 

ened, by his pteſcience or TY them. 
i. ef ie n bt #5 ES 


4 ax? „Aen.. 17 
| « Truly 


32 . SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, | 
4. Truly the Son of Man goeth as it e 
but wo unto that man, by whom he is e, 
vt 0-16 being wag by the 
eknow b 
. ON 99 2270 g 
20 ang hee ben What is meant by the alien 
" that God is hereby: repreſented: as the author of 
Ain $7? If 2 as if He were the agent 
or doer of any wicked thing, we reject the ſuppoſition 


With abhorrence, ſinee it would be a blaſphenious re- 
ee ee a that 
permits, or does not the on of 


dis on Jaw, and at the ſame time, for wi e 
urpoſes, ſo diſpoſes of events, that ſiu will certainly 
Rae, x has go are not forcibly; reſtrained z this, we 


: „ pruned will not, cannot be denied; for it is mani- 
3 FA part 


of his adminiſtration, as appears from the 
hole courſe of his providence. Nat can the conduct 
:of the motal governor of the world be juſtly cenſured 


on this account, ſince we maintain that he never in- 
into the mind of any 


| fuſed a bad or. 
ene. In ſuch a lenſe; he could not harden Pharaoh's 


heart for he tempteth no man to ſin $5 But in 
the language of ſcripture Her is ſaid to do, what he 


ſuſfers to be done: and accordingly it is declared, that 
God moved David to number Itrael, though, in ano- | 


E ee eee e meer 
ie: ts ee ig MH os; - 


| We have already intimated, that He e ſuch 


diſpenſations, as He knew beforehand would encourage 
- Pharaoh: to perſiſt in hĩs oppoſition; and it 
ſhould be remembered, that, in order to make men 
- moſt obdurate in wickedneſs, nothing more is neceſ- 
_ « faryy than that God ſhould leave them to the unre- 

pe e influence of their r turbulent e 
„ en ir A bed. YI), * N 
Jos A cf S Ae K 33. t 

-$ eee the will. Jai 55 
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Wie een en g 6 ? Is not 
god ? Or ſhall we 15 0 ey 2 


w He muſt communicate this Tag unto us? 

unrighteouſneſs with Him, if He withdraw that 
— to which we have no Tg and which 
alone will prevent us from running into all iniqui 

gteedineſs? Or is He to be with all! 
our depravity, becauſe he is pleaſed to al us op- 
| ties of 2 what is in our nature? 
The obduracy nners 1s often ſpoken of 09” 
2 but ht Toa. F998 where mee. have bem 
5 long onions have proved ineffectual. 
15 Lors ach lat * ** ſhall not always 
Fd with man oo ear when He 1 . 
come inflexibly. obſtinate in all 25 1 Fit I 


this, ſtate of mind, though appointed as A ju 
for former i impenitence, is highly f in itle 
Juftly; deſe rves the ſevereſt pu os: 9 ap- 
Fe dee e for; accordin | 
the hiſtory, he had - openly defied the Lord dg of 
Hoſts, before his heart was hardened by Him, 
; Upon the whole, the example was Gigl a 
5 niſh us with moſt important due a Pharach 
. was raiſed to ſuch an eminence of rank, and ſuffered 
1 Linh the conteſt to ſuch a' length, that it 
might more clearly manifeſt, that a the 92 4 
' the ſons of men is fall of evil, and madneſs is in 
heart f. | We behold in the. wicked tyrant © of 
Egypt, what baſeneſs we are all capable of coch- 
mitting. Shall we not, then, dread that ſentence, 4 


| 305 Let them alone, more than any other; and pra 
chat God would never leave us nor. forſake us, le 


We alſo, as Pharach, give a like awful proof of the | 


extreme depravity of our nature? — Haye we been 
h W e this fate? Andare we now poſleſſed 


dt 7 e eh tut 


| *'Gen U. 
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| _ofa of conſcience, and. drawn to God by 
1 te gratious influences of his Spirit? O, wht do 'm 
ee to our heavenly Benefactor! Or how ſhall we 
refs, our gratitude? Let all Fa ry he aſcribed to 
5 who hath taken us out the world, to be: 
. for his name! 
as, that has dias hers adranced; ſhould 
iſco the 2wakebed and humbled penitent, 
Man) Date! perſons are diſtreſſed by the fear of re- 


E fe N at the very time they Exhibit the 
te. 


evidence, bib their character is moſt oppo- 
We alk, then, Do you mourn before God, for 
fea, ah againſt, Him?! D Do yy hate every 
hw way? TH w wnfignedly de 
Jled 4 G5 you willing to ſubmit | 
is terms 7 Then ay 101 terrifled? Pharaok's 
2 not Four” s. . You are hot given up to final i im- 
"penitence ; for the impreffions you now have upon 
ir minds are a favourable lign of a good influence, 
Dol be afraid of Sun, 9 97 preſent convictions: 
<quench-not; the Spirit; but yew N obe. 


to. idance. PF 
ob ae before 75 ſeems n wore eſpecially 
dteſſ preſumptuous * offenders, © And are be 


We thoſe amongſt us, Who, with as much 


"Pharaoh, continue to fight againſt God, and bic * 

to the Omnipotent ane We entreat them 

to pauſe, and to conlider What che iſſue of ſuch a 

[gk muſt be. What was the conſequence, when 

1 1 was war in heaven?” The Angels, who 

eat_in might, were vanquiſhed, and © caſt 

into 191925 ke of fire. What advantage did Pharaoh . 

gain, by his daring obſtinacy in pn; the purpoſes 

of 80“ ? Alas! by every effort, which he made, he 

: did-but wound himfelf, and haſten his own deſtrue⸗ 

x) tion. © Shall we, then, ce provoke the Lord to jea- 

_ louſy? Are we ſtronger He!“ 
Sinners preſume, b. the mercy of God, as if 
he would never pay But has he not Already, by 


fe, to be me. Cf 


various 


” of 


. raters; though every. tranſ; 
glorifled himſelf in the deſtruction of that 
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80 examples, diſplayed the terrors of his juſtice? 121 | 


The univerſal deluge,—the conflagration of Sodom 


and Gomorrah, — and the entire overthrow of Pha- 


raoh and his numerous hoſt,—are all fo many proofs 
that the Lord is a righteous God, who cannot bear 
iniquity, © Sentence againſt an evil work is 
executed ſpeedily® “: but, in order that it may 
known, there is a God that judgeth in the earth 4,” 


 Hehas, at different times, arreſted ſome bold offenders, 


and exhibited them as public monuments of his ven- 
eance-... To this end, he is pleaſed, in to 
Fleck thole only, who are of moſt abandoned cha- 
ery. tri or is liable to his 

wrath.. & For this cauſe he raiſed up Pharaoh, and 


inner. By and by, he will give to ALL * acco ang | 
to their works, and will be honoured in the fina 

ition of thoſe, who refuſe to ſubmit to his grace. 

or will any of them, who periſh, be able to caſt 

upon Him the blame of their ſin and ruin: but all 

muſt conſeſs at the laſt ſolemn day, Ri art 

thou, O Lord, and juſt une thy judgments! For the 


preſent, He is patient towards the moſt rebellious, and Þ _ 
« endures them wien much - long-ſuffering ;*” and . 
| when he; ſhall ariſe to condemn the impenitent and 


unbelieving, every-mouth ſhall be ſtopped. Long has 
he e : let us no more de- 


ſpiſe the riches of his mercy; ys may his goodneſs . 


effeQually lead us to repentance | + 
* 114} T x» et —— Mr >, » 4 
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tachment to worldly 
tend the ont e. 


| | in· 
5 way" 1 f fel ow creatures, 3 
entreat e to beware of covetouſneſs; but we 
would enforce the caution, more ſpecially, from a 
regard to their eternal happineſs. For. an ardent thirſt 

_ after ſecular emoluments has ever been the moſt ef- 
ſectual hinderance to the progreſs of true religion. 
Alas! there are thouſands around us, who willingly 


renounce the divine favour and the joys of heaven, 


for the uncertain pr oſpect of ſecuring to themſelves a 
little filthy lucre. Various are the inſtancer, 
A * e of ** who, having once 


GL 7 


3 25 Th — — — van 09% Her ee 
9 con reine to ae, and prop the Saviour 
e be 
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| exhibicd | 


nto temptation, 
207 bungee luſts, which drown oy is 
and perdition. For the love of 
evil: which while ſome coveted after, 
| from the faith, N themſelves through 


of St. Peter : * They have forſaken the ri 


qo es concerning this 
 thew us from. what 

moſt deteſtable origin 
man, 


e 


exhibited the maſt promiſing nces of | 


ed. into. the #1 
en Ru ye — — | 


Moſt ſtrongly, then, are we warned againſt it from 


the awful caſes of many hypocrites and apoſtates: 


and it becomes us, ſurely, to learn wiſdom from 
8 © They that will be rich 7 

tation, and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh. 
ſtruction 


*. have erred 
— 


many ſorrows 7. Of the ſame ſort is the deſeri 
are aſtray, following the way of the 

of Haar, ———— wages of unrighteouſ- 

1 but was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb 
785 man's voice, forbad the-madneſd 


1 9 methin we have a comment, by an 
nid e 6. 2 nam toſtament, ment, by an 

ineated in the old! an infamous character, all, 
ho ſeriouſly examine, will allow it to be: —1 2 | 

may ſeem to include in it a | 

DCIS. The he will e us in oar en - 
very ſin and 
. 3 
in ſome mealure 2 
who, — lea of rih 
1 


notions of reli 
of the fear of 


tions. and.defires of the beſt kind, and who was f-. 


voured not only with eminent abilities, but with 


. ee of tn Te I 


— 14 influence of the accurſed paſſion of co- 
neſs, oppaſed the cleareſt dictates of his con- 


E and the expreſs commands of God, purſued 
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purpoſes of iniquity. with cool deliberation, en- 


| -| © deavoured by baſe artifices to obtain a licence to fin, 
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markable as this character may appear, we ſhall find 


it, with ſome ſmall difference of circumſtances, to be 
u common one in the world. It will be incumbent 


upon all, while they are warned of that dan 


principle, by which Balaam was infatuated, 0 de. 
ware Jeft they alſo be led away with the error of the 


wicked. 


Vein bebe Balaam, it ſhould ſeem, was eminent 
bit, among the eaſtern nations, even to a conſi- 


-: 245> - rable diſtance, for bis (kill and abilities in 


 . the Hof divination. We enquire not of what na- 
_ -ruce"thatipractici was, but it is clear, that, through 


the blindneſs of ſuperſtition, ho gained an extenſive 


reputation, and was much conſulted and revered as a 
_ fouthlayer, or magician. ' He is introduced: to our 


notice in the hiſtory of the Iſraelites, upon the con- 


cCluſion of their pilgrimage in the wilderneſs; When 


they were arrived at th of M B. he 


_ apptehending the worſt conſequences to himſelf and 
his people, to conſider what defence could be 
made . But, before the force of arms was tried, he 


was defirous to draw down a bleſſing on himſelf, and 
a cutſe 


offers of money to come and practiſe his art ; 
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upon his enemies, by the incantations of Ba- 
laam, 1 held in the higheſt er 
whole pray imprecations, he thougbt, wou 
be ee ul. This 9 eos confortnable to tbe 
ancient cuſtom, which prevailed in many nations, of 
| uſing certain religi rites, at the beginning of 2 


mon. 2 | 3 0 ak bo ig toy | 
„  Balaam therefore, though\far diſtant, was folicited | 
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and much was expected from his ſuppoſed knowledge, 
fanQity, and prevalency with Heaven. The rewards , * 
. .propoſed for this ſervice were a ſtrong temptation, 
. eſpecially to one of his diſpoſition ; yet he preſumed 
not to promiſe a compliance with the invitation, till 
he had conſulted he will of God, by which alone he 
declared that he would be determined. By what ya | 
ticular method Ralaam intended to aſk, or hoped to 
receive, direction from above, we are not informed: 2 
but it pleaſed God to interpoſe, as in frequent i- 
ſtances He has done, to reveal his mind even ta a 3 
wicked perſon. A clear and expreſs anſwer. was 
given to the magician; © Thou hat not go with > 
the men; thou ſhalt-not curſe the people; for they 
are bleſſed.” Balaam, therefore, peremptorilfefuſed = 
to viſit the king of Moab; and the meſſengers were 
| Giſmiſſed, So far all appears fair and, merely from 
this. relation, we ſhould ſuſpecꝭ nothing wrong in the 2 
character before us. N 9 3 75 6 
But a ſeeond attempt was made; which proved - 
more ſucceſsful. _Perh-ps the weakneſs of the man 
b was underſtood, for Balak, in his next application, 
55 had a particular vie to Balaam's merceriary diſpoſi- * 
tion, as he offered him larger preſents. An embaſſj 
% 
| 
| 


vw T0657 45 os ww  ,E4Y., 


was diſpatched, with a delign to flatter his pride, as 
well as to work upon his avarice. A more nume- 
rous company, and thoſe too of exalted rank, entreated 
his attendance, and urged their requeſt by promiſes 
| of great preferment, of riches, and honour,; to the 
| utmoſt extent of his. wiſhes. : His firſt anſwer. to this 
, WH propoſal might lead us to think him firm and difin- 
7 tereſted ; and we might be ready to admire bis un- 
ſſmaken integrity, and contempt of filthy lucre, while 
we obſerve his reply, If Balak would give me his 
= Houſe full of filver and gold, I cannot go beyond the 
| BB word of the Lord my God, to do lels or more.“ 
Bat, being unwilling to forego all theſe advantages, 
he began to waver, becauſe. bis heart went” after 
his covetouſneſs. He, therefore, deſired leave to 
+ az . ; | 83 | deliberate, 5 
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© deliberate, and he would conſult the Lord again: or, 
da other words, he hoped that it might be made con- 
ſiſtent with his duty, or that permiſlioh might be 
granted him, do go and e ee 
* the Iſraelites. Ne 


Here, then, the maſk drops off, andthe watbund- | 
noch! of his heart is diſcovered,” His very heſitation 


n ſo plain a point implied a want of principle, a ſe. 


cret reſerve and duplicity of mind; He ought to 


have rejected the er wich diſdain, and immediately 


C to have diſmiſſed the ambaſſadors, however reſpecta- 


ble they might be. For why ſhould he doubt, or 
ſeek direction from God a ſecond time, — 
and peremptory an anſwer had 
appears, that, with all his knowledze; 
mean and diſhonourable conceptions of vie divine 
nature. What! ſhall the Eterna] Ged change His 
purpoſe; or, to ify the ambition or the avarice 
of an hypocrite, ſuffer thoſe to be curſed, whom he 
had a little before declared to be ee Or, what 
duſineſs have we to deliberate, when our duty has 
deen once determined? If we would maintain and 


8 e our ty, we muſt put awa eee 
25 Lows = SD diſpoſition to ſin; If we begin to 
Sully wit rempemion or ay "hes ained an ad- 
vantage, and it is probable we be over- 


ER 


And if we 


come, for we are willing to yi 


. what wonder if we be left to 
our own wa then prevail. upon ourſelves to 
e 


obtained the leave which he 
permitted him, if called on, 
_ to go . — the ambaſſadors upon this infamous ſer- 
vice, fil charging him to act agreeably to the direc- 
tions he ſhould receive. It is obvious, the allow - 
ance was granted in 1 as God ſpeaks con- 
| vernirig the Jews, who had caſt off his government, 
_ N ited a ruler wa be over —_— 
5 e 


8 


caſt about for pretences to xhat, which we 


= 
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— 


like the other nations af the world, I gave thee a 
king in mine anger . O let us pray, that we may 
not be abandoned to the devices. of our own hearts 
and therefore, that God would deſeat our purpoſes, 
and obſtruct our path, rather than-ſuffec us to take 
dne ſtep contrary to his will! But if we are ſecretly 
wiſhing for a licence to gratify ſome proud, covetous, 
luſtful, or - malicious diſpoſition, it matters not that. 
we conſult God, or profeſs a determination to do as 
He would have us; for ſo did Balaam.. - With ſucha 
temper, not the moſt conſtant attention to the forms 
of religion, not the ſtrongeſt pretences to fervency in 
devotion, will ayail any thing. Reſpecting men of 
this character, the Lord Ga faith, & Should I be 
enquired. of at all hy them t Or, agreeably to his 
condutt in the inftance we are 8 e may 
grant them the permiſſion hog qr z as if to Catisfp 
eir hypocritical ſcrup! ſhould reply, ©. Gog 
and act as you pleaſe: it be according to your 


wo 


own mind... PH IR OP OT 
_ - -Balaam readily catched at the opportunity offered 
bim z for, without waiting to be called, be col up. in 
haſte; probably big with the expectations of prefer= 
rams ta accompanied the princes of Moab to their 
own land. But behold, he was ſudJenly ſtopped upors 
the road; for the Lord would not ſuffer him to pro 
ceed without a ſignal teſtimony of his diſplealure. 
4 God's was kindled, becauſe he went: and 
the Angel of the Lord flood in the way for an ad- 
verſary again | . Aſter ſome violent and 
fruitleſs efforts to puſh forward the beaſt, upon which 
he rode, * he was rebuked for bis iniquity: the dumb 
afs, ſpeaking. with man's voice, forbad the madneſs, _ 
of the prophet 5. This was a ſtriking appearance, 
a moſt ſingular; miracle indeed. Ap animal, of all . 
othets the moſt ſtupid, was made uſe of, to reprove 
0 LY RT l TR 
* t Numbeazii 2. J. et-. 8. 
ce | 84 the 
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| the wiſe of the earth} n 


| thee, I will get me back again.” In this pretended 


"EE . With ben an 
1 euted hie 


1 his journey, till “ the Lord opened his 
and be faw the Angel of the. Lord ſtanding in 
way, and his ſword drawn in his hand,“ as if 


. to deſtroy. him. And the A Angel ſaid, 
hold, I are out tö withſtahd thee, becauſe 


- thy way is perverſe before me.” The dread of ſuch 
an enemy, armed with vengeance, ſtruck him to the 
ground, and extorted from him a confeſſion” of his 


guilt, and a conditional propoſal of uitting his pur- 
poſe: « I have ſinned: now therefore if it diſpleaſe 


humiliation it appeared, that be was unwilling to re- 


nounce the object before 2 as if be were till | 
2 leave to go forward. Why "elſe ſhould he 


rely, «If it 405 pleaſe thee ? * Could it be a matter 


| ubt, when "the Lord had fo'exprefsly declared 
. 2 againſt him ? Permiffion; therefore, was 


him, as before bis way was no longer 


A ſenced up that he could not paſs ;** but he was ih | 
that he might proceed according to his deſire. 
the fame time he was warned, that his bopes "ia 
motion 3 diſappointed, inaſmuch as'a reſtraint 


id upon him * and words put into bis 


* Ah! how any, ke Blas am; ery out I have 
ſinned, through the dread of een while 


_ they ſee the flaming) ſword of juſtice ready.to cut 
. them down! Hos many promiſe” amendment, if 


JOE. wes cannot be ſaved without it, and teſtify, by 


eir heſitation, that the love of ' fin retains its full 
power within them! They ſay pethaps, 1 Jl 
me ain,” but their hearts are unchange 
Ent bak af dene d the ces of 
itting gre evil cowrſes, and, if all reli 


done e eee | 
es ins 1a 4 le 
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Many coftly. ſacrifices were offered up, 
Preparations made, to- pr eder the: God of Ifrael, 


1444 « "WY, - * 
e 393. 
e 


It is 1. Whae blame-xas there in Bee, 


2 


terers, hen they they greedily run a'ter their reſpective 
ſchemes of villany, ago the convictions of their 
own minds, and ly continue therein, ſo long, 


he Tord pas e es d 5 8. AE 


e bee of God. He. baby flattered 


himſelf that he was upright, ſtill profelled: 
a reſolution of not going contrary! to bis duty. 
Wben the king of Moab met him, he declated win 
great Gramels, —< Lo, I am come unto thee : have 1 

now any. power at-all: to ſay 


thiag ? The word. 
that God in mx mouth, . all I ſpeak.” 


who . to xiſit Balaam, and eſted- the 


22 tical ſpeech he was to utter 9. Nor did the- 
agician prevaricate; or oonceal the meſlage, which 
it pleaſed to ſend hy him. He returned to Bala, 
and pronounced a: benediction, not à curſe, upon 
1ſrael, expreſſing his moſt earneſt defire, that © he 
ht-die. the death r that his lat. 


A 


might be like his. 


ately quit the horrid purpoſe, and ſtart with abhor- 
ypon the people, whom God had again affirmed to be- 


' the\people uf kiy chojee, and the objects of his love? 
eee ©: patios. H 


e was willing to 
„„ in d ͤ 30 TT 


% _ _ "he 


2 


bly to the leave that was given 
him ? The ſame that there is in drunkards and adul- 


and various 


Some of theſe circumſtances 3 reprefork bim z 
in a fayourable light. But why did ga not immedi-- 


rence from any further attempts of imprecating evi! 


2 ccntervkn EffakAcTIRNE 


every odge ? 


14 
| * 
. 


Pa 


he fet himſelf, 
enchantments 


impious mockery of God, under the pretenes of con- 


fulting his will. For what did he, but ſtrive, by 
one method :fter another, to find that to be conſiſtent 
with his duty, which, he was affured, was moſt dif- 

pleating to God? With a ſemblance of devotion” (for 
he offered facrifices, and retired in order to meet the 
Lord) he was foliciting permiſſion to curſe thoſe, 
whom he knew to be the favourites of Heaven, that 


be meu not be diſappointed of his on covetous 


wy : 


+ and itabition; deſigns. 


T bis is indeed 2 dereftable, yet got an uncommon, 
<haraQter. Many, who would ſtart back with horror 


From an avowed determination to fin, and who profeſs 


an unfliaken reſolution. to obey the divine command, 
whatever it may be, yet ſecretly with for opportuni- 


ties of gratifying their ungodly defires, and exerciſe 


their ingenuity to make ſuch a licence appear lawful. 
Various pleas are urged, to juſtify, that which the 
mind is ſet upon. Though the thing itſelf; be clearly 
Sorbit den, and acknowledged to be wrong, yet it is 


alleg' d; * We are under peculiar cireumſtances of 


temp ation In our caſe it may be allowable, at 
teaft or a particular purpoſe, to tranſgreſs; and no 
bad anfequences, perhaps, may enſue; we aſk for 

the | berty only on this occafion ;—and, if we ſhould 
- be b amable, our future life wiltfufficiently atone for 
. What paltry excuſes are thee! And yet theſe, 
or ſuch as tbeſe, are offered continually, in order to 
vindicate or extenuate acts of * intempe · 
zance, uncleanneſs, and other vile practices. But 
furely they betray an unſound heart, deſtitute of 


* 
1 


er 9 E „ ² M . ua a endo: a> os. ed Rs 


Bom 


= ——_—_— WW. -T 8 8 


„ 
po. 


_—_— 
vv 


te Sn re ih or SL. un HE... C2. 


among other very intereſting and diſtant events in 
the Jewiſh” hiſtory 

2 the e, of dur glorious Redeemer (under the 
| « the Star of Jacob and the Sceptre of 


"_ in. > a. wt hk. do. 8 
— 


von r in the earth, to the utter: 


* Num. adv, " Kc. 


47422 ſee dim, but not nowz I den bebels kiln; bur der 
there ſhall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre ſhall riſe- 
2 Ifracl,-and ſhall ſmite the comers of: Meab, and de ſtroy all 
the children of Sheth. And Edom ſhall be a poſſe ſſion : Soir alſo Mall- 
be a poſſeſſion for his enemies; and Iſrael ſhall do vallantty, Out of. 


| that, remaineth ofthe city.” Nam. zxiv. 1719. - 
This paſfage im its primary and literal meaning, 0 


obtain an entire conqueſt and bear rule over the kin of Moat · 
und dom; and it ts Felfilied: in David for ir t<bapre re-. 
corded of him, that he finally ſubdued thoſe nations, 2 Sam. viii. w- 


£558 


hiſtory, we meet with a clear declarations 


— 7 and of the ſpiritual kingdom, which He- 
deſtruction 


Jacob ſhall come He chat ſhall have dominiony and hal dea bi. 


from the people of Iſrael mould arife a mighty Prince, who woukts 


14. But, in its full im it bas jnvariabl been confidered | 
port, « & 7. 33 


A 4 4 of % 4 " p 
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. ors, v0 we wonder at all. this ?. It was h 
73 Fee ly eg 


þ 1 | terpoltion of God, for the manifeſtation, of his own 
<3: Nor is it an uncommon caſe for wicked 
N 135 3 contradiction to their wiſhes, throug h 


'.- _ deſigned... the apprehenſions of God's wrath 
5 will force them, for à time, into a kind of. feigned 
abedience. To theſe, principles we- aſcribe the for- 
malities of devotion, and the painful auſterities, 

5 which ſome. practiſe, while, in a, they diſlike the 
whole buſineſs of celigon.. They will 2 bear 


ferring to that illufttions Perfonage, of mho 


4 progenitor. This explanation is 2 \ Dan wa ak 


nant to many 


over-heathen countries, 


12 54 dat, in ſevensl of theſe ancient prediQions, ſome, particular 
een. is the Moubites and "Edomites, ace put for * the ad 
ries of the Lord” in general, Pf. Be 85 Exil. 83/ e 6% Las ri. 
141 . 10. 


hath viſited us;“ Lake i. 78; Rev. xtii. 16 1 and to Him alſo 


— _ ſeet z 1 Cor. xv. 25. Balaam looked 
2 1 ag, which is uſually . 


* but not now ; I ſhall behold him, but not nigh * which might 

Intimate, ee eee eee 
 _ fee Him oaly by the Spirit of pr 

the ſecond advent of the Saviour, 
| i "Hoe grce © Gall few hi” in” hs + 


confuſion,” and 4% be 


is to be accounted for only by the immediate in- 


an awful inprefſion of the fear of God, and in . 
| a. way 28 to ſhew, that they are under His irre- 
ſiſtidle reſtraint, Their conſciences will often com- . 
pel them to abandon their ſchemes; and to ſteer a 
I courſe. t W. opoples to what they had at firſt 


ne e ee ere and 


ether prophecies concerning the Saviour, which,” in Gmilar lan- 
© yoages deſcribe Him as acquiring 2 
ä deftroying the enemies of bis Church: and it ia — | 


Jeſus; then, is © the Star” which Balzam foretold; 4e the bright 
and morning Star, which, «© through the tender mercy of our God + 


* the Sceptre” of univerſal government is committed. % He ſhall. 
Have dominian 3** for * He muſt reign 3 — | 


days "und concerning Him he did, «1 ſhall fee 


— 
not nigh 30 for they ſhall be diiven got 


— 


815 ſtrangers to. itt — averſe 
i 2 4 ſufficient 


could deſcribe the character 


tegus. This de 


their caſe more hope 


, ay to 1 good advice to others, without 12 


"> 9 asa Magician, he profeſſed, it ſhould | 
to worſhip the true God, but with a mixture f 


informs us, that he preached to Balak concerning 
5 the te of een rites and CR, 45 


eie + 
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defence of the truth, even ſo 
ge de to much perſecution for it, 


I; }; 

evidence 
in Balaam, that he ſp 
SR et . ineſs 


7 Goa, 5 im: he knopledge of the moſt 
w the viſions of the in 4 _ 


Redeemer, | For all this is very 3 a ge | 
unrenewed heart, and with a fixed, habitual loye of. 
ſin. There are not 2 few, who. are determined to. 
hold ſaſt foe int iquity, and yet entertain a ſtrong; 


regard for truly pious perſons, . They dare not, in- 
| teed, ſepa N 
faithful ſe: vants of Chriſt, whom, they revere ; but 


ſelves from the world, like the. 4 
when they think of dying, and of entering on an. J 


| TROY ftate,.. they. would l part with to bs "* 


und in the company and the condition of the righ- 
7 pub 1 bon bas not an abiding - 
influence upon N or they obſtinately perſiſt i im 


their covetous os. ſenſual purſuits. | Their convic- 
tions, then, of what is right wil not excuſe their con- 


duct, but, rather, 1 e their guilt, . 
els. e 
From the example before us we 15 alſo learn, that 
we may have ſome proper notions of religion, and ba 


benefit ro For, thou h we . 


ſuperſtitious and. profane arts. The. prophet Micah: 


- 


— 


„ L rere ren 


ng 
= 2 JS 10 l 
be pleaſing to 88. ad fr 
that ſome wor nor e or cerermor * 
ods of Fecotn 
P. But Baum, fike 5 reyes 7 
2 inftrddted fin, that 
_ foniething of Tithe vie tas , ated 2 
e Jay thing pre utes of Jl t ode. 
in m utres 
7 2 5 bum before 4e dach hath, 
=” e then. G wa a god an What goth 
5 the Lord ue of hs but: yr 8 
m and to walk humbly w F — We 
rags Dat dere pe guy 06 2 -ourfelves, 
who maybe able ho deſcribe d the nature of found re- 
_  ligion, and to make nice and accurate diftinftions in 
its d e app 33 and 
miſtakes * > eee in them Grew 
of the iniflathes Fer it edle . 
membered, that godli e Fore much in a 
A Birks etl Dh of right notions, 'as in h "and 
TR affections, regula regulating the whole cond 1 
1 LEY it thoughs ſtrange, that God ſhould reveal Um- 
fſerlf to a wicked man? Vet it + over known 
this interpofition « He made his nown,”” 
ia very eminent degree, and ess among che na- * 
tions the terror of his people. Nor is it a fit far £ 
caſe, Many, beſides Balaam, have ſeen. vi ons, 
miraculous gifts, and inſtructed others in 
their d _ who were never reconciled to God. 5 
4 Sl ale was among the prophlets. Judas, that 5 
infamous traitor, who in the leading feature of his" 5 
character refembled' Balsam, was a preacher of the! Nl 
Goppel, e e and wy probably, be the | 
uoſtrument or ringing ſinners to ee | 
PSI Author then 15 


e 


„e. M. 58. 
avi 8 this expoſition of the 


rated TOs x of Balaam. 
8 Saviour. 


- have we not 


1 fl ies in 
| - privileges wel ve eng they indy ey ma es or 


_ therefore caſt about for ſome other way, in Which _ 


* - 


. * 


name have eaſt out devils? and in thy name done 


Wonderful Works “ To whom the Judge will an- 


ſer, 21 hover knew you: rr meg ye du 
barony ey BR +5 , | 
85 


to any diſcernment or abilities which may 


cious ; if © our hearts be not 
God? It is poſſible, that we may poſſeſs thoſe gifts 


and faculties, which will be a devon to others, while, 


through our own perverſeneſs, they prove a curſe to 


_ ourſelves. Vain would be the of vilions and 
revelations from heaven: for theſe are no môte that 
3 and yet he remained a flave to one of © 


the vileſt paſſions, and, with inflexible obſtinacy, 
againſt all his own convictions and the ſolemn warn- 


ings he had received, continued to oppoſe the euuſe 


| of God. This will be more evident from-confider- 


the ſequel of the hiſtory. 


1 OAH Remi — ſailed; an 
was conſtrained to pronounce the divine: benedic- N 


tion upon Iſtael, he was ſtill unwilling, it ſhould 
to abandon the fa:tering proſpect o preſerment, 


ee the king of Moab, and-accomplith his- 
urpoſe. Herein he ſucceeded mare eſfectu - 


2 al, a yed a more thoroughly depraved diſpo- 
by any ſorm 
of imprecation, which could have been deviſed. No- 


Gr than if to hd curſed the 1 


8 from him could have ee * 


* Matte vile. 2 /ꝑ . 8 


before the ment ſea ped th a uo 122 * 
| II 4 
* ed in thy name? ahd in thy”. 


them eſteem and admiration. Ah! what will theſe 
profit us, if we be proud, covetous, fenſual, or mali- 
right in the ſight of 


* - 
* 


{5 geb God had H His ing and 


not reverſe; it. But Balaam contri „with 
_<diabalical ſu r to: ſedube' them into 
IE | he proce of iniquity, well knowing that God was 
}  - "their ſtrength, and that nothing but fin could ſeparate 
. mem from Him. The es Moabitiſh women, 
7 r, nſtructed by his to lay ſnares for-the. 

| men of Une, lard en to eee of lewd- 
| neſs, and then of idol The conſequences were. 
moſt awful indeed; and we areexpreſsly aſſured, that 


: : ; 
4 : 
1 d 


Baan was the, main. infrument io planning and 


g the horrid buſineſs . | 

Ah! how. manu] wo eminent character, have 
| fallen by the enticements of immodeſt women! We 

| have another lamentable inſtance of the dreadful ef- 


| les of incontinency, in Solomon, who therefore 


wp mens his 8 experience, k The 
_ ups of a woman drop as an honey- com and 
her mouth is 33 than oil: but her end is bitter 


as wormwood, ſharp as a two edged ſword : Let not. 


mige heart decline to her ways, go not aſtray in her 
paths: For ſhe hath; caſt down many wounded, yea 
| -  manyſirong men have been ſlain by her: Her houſe 
is the way to Hell, going down'to the chambers of 


” 
—— 
. 


 deathi4.''—If We, then, would eſcape the danger, we 


muſt not only © flee fornication, but avoid the 


do mpanp of thoſe, who, by their 4 ponaples | 


ar wanton bebaviour, may tempt us to the ſin. 
But we look with peculiar deteſtation on the con- 
NINE: duct of Balaam, who was the counkellor in. this 
—  igiquitous tranſaction. We know not, by what 
_ haſe artifice-he could reconcile it:to his conſcience. 
But the love. of gain overcame him: and. there are 
thoſe; we fear, among ourſelves, who run greedily 


1 uſer the error of Ba for reward z. * 
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2 » BALAAMe/ 1-115  - 40h. 
e indood, men. are ada to 
corrupt others, and, in that reſpeR, are the agents and 


imitators of Satan, whoſe chief employment is ta con- 
trive and recommend ſchemes of wickedneſs. Great 


zeal is diſcovered, in every place, to ſeduce thofr, 


who appear truly devoted to God: and, it is, ge- 


necally ſuppoſed, that the moſt effectual method is 


to allure them by vain! pleaſures and ſenſual gratifica- 


tions.;. But may we not. aſk the — &« What 
complicated fin are you guilty. of? Do you pre- 
tend a friendſhip fot thoſe, whom you are tempt- 


20 are ſtudying to deſtroy, them for ever. As 
r, therefore, as in yon lies, you are commitii 
murder, and that of the moſt heinous kind: 


when God ſhall reckon with you, you will „ Ja- 7 


mn god how!” for. the, n poynſels. 1 — 


giving. 2 1 AST: 
qe coming on only, that. we remark. the. of 


alaam's hiſtory. . Io but the moſt; mi 


ing to tranſgreſs?.. Alas] you are practiſing e 
— worſt = of. which. you are capable; 


concluſion, could be expected, -as he had acted 0 


inconſiſtently with his avowed. principles, in delibe - 
rate and firm oppoſition to God and his conſcienced 
Though he had. pronounced the Iſtaelites the bleſſed 
of the Lord, he continued to ſeek. their deſtruction. 


He had Feen into the moſt flagrant offences, 
which brought dawn: the heavy a ages of God 


upon them; and ſtill, it ei lorrn,r be perliſted im + 
| ind e dg the Moabites to make 


war againſt them. For when; by the divine com- 
9 thoſe eee his 


people were put to the ſword, the Syrian E 


was found in their company, and ſlain in the 


general 
maſſacre. Vain were his deſires to . die the death 


* . *., * "4 - 4 
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of the righteous, ſince; he-maintained-his;.commn-. - 


nicalions with ** W and. therefors: he 2 


” -  Qeir eaneſt cries for merey, 


"an — CHARACTERS. 
taken away with the ranſgreſſors by the juſt Ven» 


rms of an. ngfy God \ 


_ How folemn i is. the warning which this. hiſtory 
0 . It » Lu we fee, to have” a ket 
FT ich” may procure us efteem, and 
gelen N the influence of the vileſt affec- 
tions, expoſed to the wrath of God. We perceive, 
| hn i ths charted Vert us that men may impoſe 
aopon themſelves by the moſt ingenious ſubtleties, to 
_ their 6wn erecnal ruin. They may form the beſt 
_ wilhes and reſolutions,” and yet advance no farther, 
Tue may be tempred by © the wages of unrigh- 
HE to do what in ber conſciences they ut- 
terly condemn. They may have ferious thoughts 
about death, and ſtrong 2 to be numbered with 
the Iſrael of God, Spee 1 oo 
and pet, being cottipanions of they are deſtfoyed 
| for ever, — But © ſeach as are of à centrite ſpirit,” 
though deſtitute. of the 7 hoe! ES which 
| yporrites poſſeſs,” ou not to be difcoura; 1 
by this awful example. - Their godly forrow for f 


E 


which * the double minded“ cannot attain, 

| tet are infinitely preferable to the fineſt en- 

dowments and moſt fplendid 

Ae wilt become us all — our own fate 

_ and character; de be faithful to our convictions, 
10 prosecute our pious intentions, and to watch over 


cares, | | 
i lr hs roche vet in whom God 


=== hom we ſhould chooſe to have our 


for ever? A let us endeavour tc 
far as our circum 


0 Num. xXxxi. 8. Jobs wii 22+. 


00 BALAAM 4 


opinions.t®. After a full deliberation, let us be de- 
termined and fixed ; and wa counted the coſt, 
BH let us abide the » conſequences, ever they ma be. 
| Do we dread the thought of periſhing; 5 as Baalam did? 
| Let us devote ourſelves to God in "His Covenant, 
« without partiality and without e 80 


will He keep us from fallin 
ſelf, unblamable in holineſs through Jeſus Chriſt. þ 
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Fa, raiſed up for wh ebe attendance on 

7 dre, jul Ve Abr. him — encouraged by di. 

vine promiſes —led the people tbr Tordan—inve/ed 
eu conguered riches fubdach fi—yindicated in 
eu defirutiion of the Canaanites—regulated the go. 
> _- _ vernment and divine ſervice—his ſolemn exhortaticns 
het" -." ore bis dedth—a —_ 2 at end IP 


2 | 
We. 8 e 
* more fi ay diſpl 2555 than in the peculiar care 
. which He has exerciſed over bis Church from one age 


do another. To this cauſe alone we aſcribe the pre- 
ſexostion and continuance of that fayoured ſociety, 


tte earth. Many attempts have been made, at dif- 
—fſerent times, to extirpate it; and it has frequently 
by been, to all human ion, in danger of being 
utteriy deſtroyed. But our fears ate quieted, wh 


do keep it, 1 will water it every moment; left any 
Hurt it, I will keep it night and day e. The ſerious 
and attentive reader of the ſcriptures will feel the 
truth of theſe obſervations, with a mixture of vor 


Fro eſt a Or hoc San : 


* 
. ; * N : | | 
pet 13 | ht We 
ee | | 1 
\ 
* _ 6 . 


_ amidſt al the commotions which have happened on 


ve bear a gracious voice proclaiming, © I the Lord 
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ne) 25 Jou pe u we” 
We are then more eſpecially diſpoſed to *trem 
ble for the ark of God, when we perceive >) 


= 


perſon removed, to whom the chief care of it was 
committed. But we ought to remember, that Te 


Lord reigneth; that He has the reſidue of the 

irit;” chat I 4 * * render pliſh . 
his purpoſe, ' and therefore, though One of peculiar 
eminence and uſefulneſs in the Church may be taken 


away, it is eaſy for Him to raiſe up another, who 


alf abundantly ſupply; the- loſs. Let us be fait 
— hag leave the defence of his own Iſrael to 
WWW N 


While we were contemplating the charaQter_ of 


Moſes, we beheld that aſtoniſhing diſpenſation, the 
deliverance of the whole nation of the Hebrews from 
che bondage of Egypt, their paſſage through the 
Red ſea, and their miraculous „ 15 
in the wilderneſs for forty years. This indeed Was 
« the Lord's doing; and it is marvellous in our 
eyes.” But Moſes was employed as the chief, we 


cuting the wondrous plan; for the entire regulation 


of every thing was committed to him. Our _ 25 


then, were excited,” upon the removal of that illu 
trious perſon before the grand deſigu was perſected. 
While the Iſraelites were yet on the other fide f 
Jordan, and had not entered the promiſed land; 


J 

while they were juft preparing to attack their ſtronge 
and m 3 1 in that very critical 
and ſituation, their Teader and com- 
mander was taken from them; and we were | 
to aſk, What now will become of Ifract? Upon 
whom, ſhall the important and arduous charge de- 
volve? Who ſhall go in and out before the great 
congregation?” Who ſhall be able to reſtrain their 


perverſe and rebellious ſpirit, maintain the authority  _ 
of a governor 8 or conduct them fort „ 
1 againſt all the powerful nations of Ca-. 


: 
” 
o * 
" 4 
. 
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exertions- of an omni» 
ED God, on behalf of his 
ay up Moles for their 
vice to which 
% 8 Aly wats 
eas to ſupply 
Beh ore, as 
eau . 
eviouſ q 
rd himſelf to ke 
ry RE the man of God, whoſe. charaQr 
me 70 now to contemplate, is. contained chiefly 
in the book which bears his name, written probably 
by himſelf. 180 we. read of bartles and 
7 in which ue m ſeem to have noconcern, 
all ive. ſome of the divine perfections diſ- 
played excrciſed.in a very eminent degree. The 
power of God is exhibited, altering the courſe. of 
for the defence | of his His juſtice, 
2 vengeance on the a ty inhabitants of 
C when they had led up th meu of th their 
iniquities : His veracity, g f 
| eon of Canaan, i 
nd bis hols. Comes 12 His 
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Nr the 
t 
whole of r At. e 6 
excellence * lines... But * regard 
_ raiſed bigher than 2 far we thall bebol 
- the Lord. God of H determining, as it were in 
viſible manner, the iſſues of war, and ( dividing to 
Jos ESE the God E ek 
truſt, * 0 
— wondrous things !” And, from an — and 
| experience 
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events were — 2 
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amn yr ſay, ( Rleſſeg be 
© orious naws for ever; NY ras 
ed with bis glory! Amen and Amen?” 
e 1 agg. 3 f 
oſhua placed in a ſituation why yn 
Y ſuch a buſineſs, as gage L prepored and e 
kim for his important office : and in genera we | 
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own ns om um people 
\thole 2 r may 
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years of their, pilgrimage 3 and! i 
> reaped. very. great advantages 5 
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in the camp, without a proper authority, be een 
or in an irregular mannef, he was | dif/ 
1 ſed and ſaid, (My lord Moſes, fotbid them e.“ 
8 ' might ariſe ruth 4 miſguided seal, and 3 
7 Bong attachment to his maſter, whoſe reputation, 
be might be afraid, would” ſuffer by the growin; 
— Popularity of others. Nor ſhouid wE wonder to ſec 
n good men, eatery fe wwe the Von 4 rem & 
"big pride, and SET 1990117 264: 
He was ſent u en; + deputaridh de wake ie fi 
of the land of Cannan; and when the reſt of the ſpies 
returned wich a moſt unfavourable report, whereby 
tte 1fraclites were fo terrified as to reſuſe to proſe- 
eue their march, be lar firm- 
net and n ined with Caleb Ih 
| es perverſe ſpirit, - : wd repeetel = 4 5 
e country as not only practicable, but eaſy, i 
 wouldfaithfullycleave Gio Lord. As «bal Son 
cate for God, he cried out; in the very face of an en- 
| raged wultnode, * Only rebel not ye 5 1 the Lord, 
neither fear ye the pechle of the land; for they are 
bread for us: their defence is reed from them, and 
me Tord is with us: fear hem fot4.” Tbis he did 
ut the hazard of. his life ) for be would have been in- 
Rantly ſtoned to death; through the fufy of the people, 
had not the Lord interpoſed to deliver him. Fer his 
Areal upon that occaſion it was promiſed, ke "Ne" an 
His affociats alone ſhould enter into Canaan. So true 
* it, 4 Therm that honour God; He will bonour 1.“ 
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Wen Moſes, beſug appriard of his diſſolution, 
with much i importuoity — — Lord to provide 
Aim a ſucceſſor, who ſhould de competent for 


the office, 4 that che congregation - of the Lord 
3 ht not be as ſheep which have no ſhiepherd, 
ua was appointed: A divine commiſſion to the 


kap kb He was then ſet” apare for his 


Num. zi. 18. 171 + xiv. 9. | en 
mi 8 voy. 
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A 40 
ic ordination: 
Moſes placed him before the prieſt, put his hands 
open him, and gave him a ſolemn char 


very arduous employment by a 


30d himſelf, in the preſence of the whole aſſembly. 
Theſe affecting ceremonies were deſigned to impreſs 
the Iſraelites with an awe, which might diſpoſe them 


RN 


as from 


to receive, reverence, and obey him as their Gover- 


nor, and at the ſame time to inſpire him with zeal and 


fortitude for his work. For thus ſaid the Jewiſh - 


Legiſlator, when taking his laſt leave of him: © Be 
ſtrong and of a good courage: for thou muſt go with, 
this people-unto the land, which the Lord hath ſworn 
unto their fathers to give them ; and-thou ſhalt ca 
them to inherit it. And the Lord, He it is that doth 
before thee, he will be with thee, he will not fail 
hee, 2 
mayed . | 


Years before Upon the removal of Moſes, Joſhua, 


Chriſt, . being inveſted with the command of 


145. Iſrael, as the miniſter of God, and by His 


expreſs. call and direction, entered on his poſt t. 


* 
— 


And here, we ſhall have reaſon to. admire. his faith- | 


fulneſs, diligence, and perſeverance, his contin 
adence upon God and entire devotedneſs to 
His glory, from his firſt appointment to the very 


day, when. he laid down bis office and his life to- 


gether. 


We need not obſerve, chat the taſk afligned. bim 
was great and difficult. It is obvious, that he muſt 
perceive, many. cauſes. of diſcouragement ; ſuch as, 


the perverſeneſs and obſtinacy of the nation who were 
committed to his government, the number and the 


frength of the enemies he had to contend with, and 


his own unworthineſs and erg for ſo immenſe 
lu 


an undertaking. But the ſpecial ſummons, given 


him from Heaven, were enough to over- rule every 


. - 


objection: and the moſt gracious aſſurances of fa- 


\ 
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thee : fear not, neither be dif 
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pour and affiſtance were added, in order to inſpire 
4200 him with a holy confidence. For thug ſaid the Lord, 

There ſhall not any man be able to ſtand. be- 

fore thee all the days of thy life: as I was with 
Moes, ſo will 1 be with thee : I will not fail thee, 

nor forſake thee : only be thou ftrong and very 
cou us.” But, that he might © make his way 
proſperous, and have good ſucceſs,” be was ſtrictly 
charged to pay a conſtant attention to the whole 
wy God, and to meditate therein day and 


May not We alſo detive inſtruction from Joſhua's 
commiſfion ? For, under the various difficultics 
which obſtruQ our path, and ſeem to forbid our en- 
| trance into Canaan, we are ſupported and comforted 
; by “ the exceeding great en are promiſes of 
Ag a faithful God. If we are truly devoted to Him in 
his Covenant, He is . er la us, as 
he was to Joſhua ; and under this Almighty protec- 
don we are no leſs ſecure, and may be no leſs confi- 
dent, 'than the Jewiſh Captain, The very decla- 
ration addreſſed to him, is applied to Believers in 
eneral; I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee:” 
So that we may boldly ſay, The Lord is my helper, 
and 1 will not fear what man ſhall do unto me v.“ But 
we alſo, like Joſhua, muſt attend to the divine com- 
mand, and. make the facred oracles our invariable 
guide and coriſtant companion, if we expect the 
preſence and bleſſing of the Lord. We do not won- 
der, that fome, who profeſs to follow Chriſt, are 
overcome, and that many faint in the ſpiritual con- 
ö flict, becauſe they neglect the book of inſpiration, 
4 and are at no pains to know what God would have 
. God 


KS 


I 2 Thus being Ar- office, inſtructed, and 
"= encouraged to diſcharge the duties of it, Joſhua de- 
'-: Wyed not, but prepared the people for their paſſage 
5 5 . „ Heb, xiii 3, 6. F at 5 6 
2 4 * 275 | over 
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over Jordan. The neceſſary orders were iſſued out 


for the purifying of the hoſt, that they might be 


waiting, with a holy ſolemnity, for the Lord's mira- 
culous interpoſition in their favour. Spies alſo were 
ſent to take a view of the land, eſpecially of Jericho, 


the town which ſtood firſt on the confines, of Ca- 


naan: and, upon their report, the whole army re- 
moved, and encamped by the river *.” And here 
we behold a wonderful exerciſe of faith: for, though 
there were no human means for their conveyance 
over Jordan, (which at that ſeaſon of the over; 
flowed all its banks to a very wide extent) Joſhua be- 


_ heved God, that He would © make a way, as he 
| had done in a former inſtance, © for the ranſomed to 


paſs over, and with the utmoſt confidence exhorted 
the Iſraelites to expect it. The command was given, 


that the prieſts bearing the ark of the Lord (which 


was the ſymbol of His preſence and Covenant) ſhould 
advance the foremoſt, as a guide and ſecurity to all 
the congregation, who were directed to follow. 
When, therefore, the miniſters of the Lord came to 
the brink of Jordan, the waters divided, and ad- 
mitted them into the channel, as on dry ground. 
The people were then encouraged to tread in their 


ſteps; and with perfect they went through the "4 
river, while the very waves formed a wall of defence 
. unto them. The prieſts, who carried the ark, halted 


by the divine injunction in the midſt of Jordan, nor 


removed from their place, till all the company of the 


Iſraelites were landed on the other fide t. This 
circumſtance was intended to confirm their faith as a 
token of their preſervation through the deep: for the 


Lord thus pledged himſelf, as it were, for their pro- 


tection: His ark mutt periſh, before an Iſraelite can 


be deſtr ed. 


We aſſo have the ſame guidance and ſecurity: : 


« The Lord of the whole earth, who conducted 


Joch. li, & lll. 1, e. + + iv. 10, K. 
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them, has promiſed to be with us. And if He be 


| pleaſed to accompany us, we need not fear to go for- 


wards; thou 
the waters 


gh many ere Ae formidable as 


of Jordan, may withſtand. our progreſs, 


0 you follow the ark? Then hear that mereiful 


— 


-  , declaration, which is addreſſed to you, „ When 
thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be. with thee : 
and through the rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee &. 


In dependence on the faithfulneſs of God, you may 
walk with confidence “ through the valley of the 
ſhadow of Death,” becauſe He is with you, and has 


engaged for your ſafe arrival in the heavenly Canaan, 


You' have an invincible defence in the Covenant of 
Frere. «© Salvation will God appoint for walls and 

ulwarks+,** He interpoſes himſelf; between you 
and danger, and ſays, for your encouragement in the 


22 of troubles, Becauſe ]: live, ye ſhall live 
of.” Ar 2 — Ne 2 1 


In thisamazing diſpenſation, we perceive a ſingu- 


lar honour put upon Joſhua. The Lord admitted 


him to familiar converſe, | and, by making him the 
inſtrument of performing theſe wonders, ſecured to 

him the reverence and obedience of all the people. 
4 On that day the Lord magnified Joſhua in the fight 
of all Iſrael; and they feared him, as they feared 


Moſes all the days of his life.” At his word the 


, Prieſts quitted their ſtation in the channel of Jordan, 


and brought up the ark of the Lord; when, inſtantly, 


the ſtreams returned to their accuſtomed place, and 
- flowed over all the banks, as before. Joſhua, then, 


appeared as the miniſter of Jehovah, throughout the 
whole of this tranſaQion ; and the praiſe is due, not 


to the man, but to Him, who has all nature at his 


command, and employs all creatures as he pleaſes, 
to execute his -own-purpoſe. What cannot He ac- 


coompliſh : What is he not diſpoſed to beſtow upon 


thoſe who ſerve him? Or, what may they not ex 


bl. l. 3. f. 1 ba xiv. 1% 
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| . — in ſo wonderful a way? For © hi- 
therts the Lord hath helped us,“ as much he did his 
ſaints of old. O the groſs ſtupidity and baſe ingra- 


__acedunder 
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pect at his hands? We have ſeen, that He can draw 
rivers out of the flinty rocks, and turn the deep 15 
tere into dry ground. 

So ſignal an interpoſition 3 from the If 
faclites the warmeſt acknowledgments, and deſerved 


| — be had in remembrance by their poſterity, who 


ght hereby be encouraged to truſt, and love, and : 


5 the God, who had done ſo great things for 


eir nation. To commemorate the event, then, 
Joſh ua tvas directed to ſet up a monument, eee 


| * twelve ſtones taken out of the midit of Jordan, 


which might be a public and perpetual memorial of 
the divine power and mercy exerted on the behalf of 
Iſrael, and tranſmit ſome important inſtructions to 


| ſucceeding generations, —And are not We under 
Equal obligations to celebrate the loving kindneſs of 
our God? Por He hath done marvellous things,“ 
ſor his Church in general, and for oufrſelves in parti- 


cular. Do we not back, with devout and grate- 
ful aſtoniſhment, « on the many gracious N ations 
of Providence in our fav _ Shall 'we not raiſe a 
RA ith an inſeription to the praiſe of our God, 
2 conducted us through innumerable dangers 


titude of men, who perceive not His hand, and will 
not ede His goodnely;i in their * deli- 
verances! 

bs ſ6-onauired, What: became of Jolhua upon bis 


eriumphant entrance into Canaan? After the. va- 


rious miracles, which the Lord had wrought for 
Iſrael, and b by which he had fully teſtified, that they 

is expreſs direction and commiſſion, we 
might have expected that all the nations would im- 
mediately ſubmit themſelves unto them. For ſurely 


i is vain, as well as wicked, to fight againſt thoſe, 
whom the Lord of Hoſts has promiſed to preſerve, 


and * to * The * in- 


= 
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dee, were ſtrock with terror; as the ſpies, who had 
387 deen ſent to Jericho, reported, that a general eon- 
-- | , Rernation had taken place among them 7. But when 
| they heard, how the waters of Jordan had been di- 
'- -. - vided, © their heart melted, neither was there ſpirit 
5 1 F J Serge becauſe 3 e ee rat 
VFC epared for oppoſition. In them, 
therefore, we have an awful repreſentation of the 
tate of ſinners, who harden themſelves „ e God, 
ndnd maintain a preſumptuous conflict, though they 
know that they cannot proſper. Not unfrequently, 
. they feel an apprehenſion of that tremendous deſtruc- 
. tion which awaits them, and tremble through the 
ſorebodings of it: yet they do not repent, but rather 
 - are the more deſperate in their evil courſes, and ruſn 
. an, as it were with ſteady purpoſe, to meet their 
Wonen this: tad nothing to wn 3 
determined reſiſtance. Bos before he girded him 
ſiſſelf for the battle, he made a folemn ſtand upon his 
entrance into Canaan, and, jn the divine ordinances, 
 * _  rTenewed the dedication of himſelf and the people to 
,. the Lord. The facraments'of circumciſion and the 
STE, PEI were adminiſtered, and thus, while they pro- 
feeſſed their entire devotedneſs to God, they fought 
His blefling and protection. Then they received im · 
mediate proofs of his faithfulneſs: they began to 
eat the produce of the country; and the manna, 
with which they had been miraculouſly ſupplied till 
that time, being no longer wanted, ceaſed; —An at- 
3 tention to religious inſtitutions is, in all ſituations, 
5 neceſſary, but particularly fo in the proſpect of diffi- 
 _ Culties, and upon the undertaking of any important 
\. buſineſs. Our firſt application ſhould be to God, if 
| we would proſper in the way wherein he ſends us. 
We alſo, as well as his ancient ſaints, are favoured 
Vith ſacraments of his appointment, which are the 


Jod. ib . f. . 
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: 22 ſuitable to the deſcription of the Saviour, — Ses the next 
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ſeals. of his Covenant: let us beware of neglecting ff 


them; and, in the devout uſe of the means which he 
hath ordained, let us make a freſh and unfeigned ſur- 


render of ourſelves to Him, looking for the comple- 
tion of his promiſe. ALE þ a . 


The Lord will be found of them who wait for hitn, 


＋ therefore, was aſſured of the divine regard, 
by an expreſs meſſage from Heaven. While he was 


taking a ſurvey. of Jericho, he was ſurpriſed with a 


bright appearance: The Lord Jehovah, the great 


« Angel of the Covenant,” preſented himſelf to the 


| Jewiſh leader, as a man of war, and declared, that 
de was come for the defence of Iſrael, as “ Captain 
of the Lord's hoſt v. Joſhua, probably, might be + 


filled with diſtreſſing appreheaſions, when, he begeld 
the well-fortified city, which truſted in the ſtrength 
of its walls and bulwarks, and ſeemed to bid deſiance 
to every aſſault.  'The Lord, therefore, who knows 


all the wants and the fears of his people, vouchſafed | 


molt ſeaſonably to An and encourage his ſervant. 
« See,” faid He, © I have given into thine hand je- 
richo, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of 


valour 1. 


— 
. 
- 
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But how ſhall the ſiege be conducted? The re- 


duction of this proud fortreſs was intended, in a ſignal 


manner, to diſplay the power of God on the behalf 
of Iſrael; and yet the mode of attack was ſo con- 


trived, as to prove the faith and obedience both of 


V Te is evident, that the perſon, who revealed himſelf to. Jolkua, 


was ſuperior to any created Being. For He ſuffered Joſhua to worſhip 


bim, and commanded him (as Jehovah did Moſes at the burning 


buſh) to put off his ſhoes, in token of the divine z and He 
is alſo expreſsly called Taz Lon d, of Jehovab, vi. 2. The Angel, 
then, whom Joſhua ' ſaw, is the Angel of the Covenant,” whoſe 

appearance at different times to the ancient Patriarchs might intimate 
his ſuture incarnation. It was He, who converſed with Moſes, and 


conducted the Ifraclites through the wilderneſs; and the title 


which he here aſſumed of % Captain of the Hoſt of the Lord,” 


on. 3 


+ vi. 27 Kc. 


i Ute edn: 


— 
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” |, © Joſhua and of all bis army. The directions were 
F | has from the Lord himſelf. It was ordered, that a 
ſolemn proceſſion ſhould be made round about Jeri- 
'; | Choy by all the armed man, and by ſeven prieſts be- 
fore the ark of the Covenant blowing with ſeven 
- - trumpets of rams horns, and that the rearward ſhould 
follow the ark. The-ſame method was to be uſed, 
once in each day, for a week together; with this 
only difference, that on the laſt of the ſeven days it 
Was to be repeated ſeven times; The people were... * 
all enjoined to. be perfectly ſilent, fo that not a weed) 
| was to be ſpoken, till the concluding circuit on the © 
-  . ſeventh day; and then, at the command of Joſhua, 
| 22 were to ſhout aloud in confidence of victory, 
without any direct aſſault whatever.  _ 4 
The whole of the proceſs, we apprehend, appeared 
utterly ridiculous, to the inhabitants of Jericho, who 
muſt have condemned them for extreme folly and 
. madneſs, in expecting any effect from it. And had 
not the Iſraelites looked immediately to God for ſuc- 
_  - Ceſs, they would ſcarcely have adopted, what muſt 
| have been thought in itſelf, an unmeaning and con- 
* temptihle ceremony. Alas! if we begin to queſtion 
1 the precepts of God, and refuſe our obedience to 
_ , them, wherever we cannot perceive the reaſons, or 
. foreſee the probable advantages of them, what do 
we, but diſcover our ignorance and preſumption? Is 
not the great God of heaven at liberty to-chooſe his 
_ own mode. of proceeding, without approving it to 
us? And is it not his prerogative, and his uſual 
conduct, to bring about the moſt wonderful events 
means, in themſelves, weak and inſignificant ? 
is He does, to magnify his power, to exerciſe the 
faith of his people, and to abaſe the pride of man. 
What can be more important and glorious than the 
_ ſaving of an immortal ſoul, the reſcuing of a ſinner 
from the bondage of Satan, and “ from the wrath 
to come?” Yet this amazing deliverance is gene- 
rally accompliſhed by a method, which may appear 
. . 8 | to 


. * * 
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/ to ſome as ridiculous as the blowing of the trumpets, 
ar the ſhowing of the Jewiſh — But it has 
|  pleaſed-the divine wiſdom; © by the fooliſhneſs of 

' preaching, to fave them that believe,” "Phe wea- 
| pons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty - 
| through God to the pulling down of ſtrong holds: 
| Et is our duty, therefore, to uſe them in an humble 
| . ence on Him, who alone can make them ef- 


. This ON reliance upon God, and patient obedi- 
ence to his command, we perceive in Joſhua, who 
punctually obferved the ceremony preſcribed, ſtran 
- as it might ſeem, and at the concluſion of it, accord- 
ing to the order he had received, cried out, Shout, 
for the Lord hath Ln ow the city.” And imme- 
| . diately, on the ſhout of the people, the proud for- 
treſſes of Jericho fell down to the ground, its inha- 
ditants were confounded, and became an eaſy prey to 
the Iſraelites. The town was ranſacked, and She 
with fire; all who dwelt in it were put to the ſword, 
. fave only the famjly of Rahab, who believed God, 
and had treated the Hebrew ſpies with kindneſs; the 
very ſpoil of the wicked city was committed to the 
flames (except that the ſilver and the gold, the braſs 
and the iron were preſerved for the treaſury of the 
Lord's houſe); and the place was condemned to a 
perpetual deſolation. A curſe was pronounced upon 
the man, who ſhould ever attempt to rebuild it; and 
the imprecation had its completion, after many ages, 
in Hiel the Bethelite *. F700 * 
Thus “gv Faith the walls of Jericho fell down f.?“ 
And while we are actuated by the ſime divine princi- 
ple, we have nothing to drzad from our ſtrongeſt 
enemies. This very fignal victory, w_ to in- 
ſpire the Ifraelites with courage, ſhould aſſo confirm 
our dependence upon God, and animate us to face 
every danger. What, though difficulties, to our ap- 


2 1 Kiogs xvi. 34. + A b. xt. 30. 
T'S | prehenſion 
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| / |  prehenſion. as inſuperatls as the f jons of Je- 
tricho, ſhould oppoſe us; the Lord of Hoſts, under 
+ | |, , Whoſe banner we fight, can inſtantly næmone them. 
4&4 For He bringeth down them chat dwell on high, 
te lofty city he layeth it Jow; be layeth it low, even 
do the ground; be ingeth it even to the duſt . 
be conqueſt of Jericho tended to eſtabliſh the re- 
putation of Joſhua, and rendered him an object of 
terror through all the country. But his triumph was 
ſoon interrupted; for the glory, he had acquired, was 
immediately ſucceeded by a ſhameful defeat. Iſrael 
was repulſed in/their attack upon Ai, . ſome of them 
were ſlainin their retreat, and all the reſt were thrown 
into the utmoſt conſternation +. This was a fore 
trial indeed; diftreffing. beyond meaſure to Joſhua, 
who, not without ſome mixture of impatience and 
diſtruſt, began to fear for the event, and complained 
unto God. But was there not a cauſe? If the Lord 
forſake his people, it will become them to examine, 
- what hath provoked Him to depart, © Iſrael had 
SIPS fined,” One at leaſt of their company, Achan, 
I * coveting an evil covetouſneſs, had ſecreted for 
„ phimſelf ſome part of the ſpoil of Jericho, which was 
prohibited; and on that account their protection was 
„ withdrawn, till the offence ſhould be acknowledged, 
and marked with the ſeyereſt vengeance, 


A X . 


Do we not perceive, that the Lord is jealous of his 


* © Honour, and that he will not ſuffer a contempt of his. 
©. - Concerns, to paſs with impunity ? ' Even his faithfu 


x5 


„commands, in what may ſeem to us our moſt triflin 


— fervants, if tempted to put forth their hands to any 


1 | unclean thing, all ſmart for their folly. 270 If they 
PE. xreſence, and give their enemies an advantage over 


RK <- 5 regard iniquity in their heart, the Lord will not hear 
„ dem ,“ but will with -hold from them his gracious 
E * 45 them, _ © A goodly Babyloniſh garment, or ſhekels 
8 ſilver and gold“ have been a fatal ſnare to others, 
: 1 . Ia xxvi. f. 1 Jokh, vii. i, ce. 1 Pia. luvi. 18. 


3 
1 
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i Ai: who have © plerced themſelves 
through with many ſorrows,” ak, ught confuſion 


loud call to us, to beware of __ 

What, though the fin be of a ſecret nature, and 
ſo contrived as to clude all human obſervation ; there 
is an eye, which penetrates into the inmoſt receſſes; 
the Lord, „ who ſearcheth the heart, and trieth the 

" reins,” cannot be impoſed on. It ſhould ſeem, that 
the offence of Achan was unknown: to the Iſraelites, 
and that they had not entertained the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
bim. But, by the divine appointment, he was 
| 2 forth to public vie , and condemned to the 


| and diireſs inn d camp of lead, ſurely is a. 


ignominious death, as an example to others.— 


| Shall not.we, then, fear before this holy Lord God ? 
If we are deſirous, that He ſhould fight for. us, we 
muſt © ſearch the camp, and, with the utmoſt 
ſtrictneſs, put away the accurſed thing. For then 
He will take part with us againſt all our adverſaries. 
Thus he returned to Joſhua and his people, with the 
moſt gracious aſſurances of favour ; and, by His di- 
rection, Ai, which had before been attacked without 
1 was immediately ſubdued and deſtroyed *. ?. 
We ſhall remark in the conduct of the Jewiſh 
leader, not only the firmeſt courage as a ſoldier, but, 
what is rerfely conſiſtent. with it, the moſt ſerious. 
and conſtant regard to religion. After the victories 
he had obtained, inſtead of puſhing on his advantages 
againſt the Canaanites, he made a ſolemn pauſe, 
erected an altar, and preſented ſacrifices to the Lods | 
and then, according to the injunctions of Moſes, he 
read, in the ears of all the congregation of Iſracl, the 


Ih bleſſings and the curſes of the law, which alſo were 


engraven on ſtones, and left recorded upon: the two 
neighbouring mountains Ebal and Gerizim f. Nor 
let it be conſidered by perſons of the moſt exalted 
tank, as a derogation from their dignity, to attend to 


nanu. 1 Deut. þ 29. 
ot 76 „ the 
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| || © the ſervice of the God of heaven, when they obſerve 


| . 
4 
1 
| Eb Tf 


* 


In every freſh danger the 


proper direQing the devotions of this numerous hoſt. 
no pleas of buſineſs, or inconvenieht fituation, 
be allowed in excuſe for the negle&t of prayer and 


public worſhip, while they perceive © the thouſands 


of Iſrael” een in the midſt of an enemy's coun · 
try, and laying aſide the weapons of war, in order to 


bow before the Lord, and to be inſtructed in his 


Me do not attempt to follow the Hebrew General, 
leading his victorious troops from one encampment 
to another. Under the guidance and protection of 
the Lord Almighty, he purſued his conqueſts,” ſub- 


dued the ſtrongeſt cities of Canaan, c8nfounded and 
deſtroyed the princes, who were confederate [againſt 


| him, and put all the inhabitants to the ſword ®. De- 


folation-was ſpread throughout the land, and, in a 
hort time, . thirty-one kings were defeated and ſlain, 

Paris encouraged his faith- 
ful ſervant by renewed promiſes of favour and ſup- 
port, and, as it were in a viſible manner, „ fought 


Port, 
for Iſrael.” This He did, in order to prove that this 
mighty army was ſent by Himſelf, and acted under 
His commiſſion, while they executed vengeance on 


the idoJatrous Canzanites. For thoſe abandoned ſin- 
ners were conſumed, not only by the hand of the 
Iſraelites, but by the immediate interpoſition of God, 
« who caſt down great ſtones from heaven upon 
them, and they died they were more which died 
with hail- ſtones, than they whom the children of Iſ- 


mel flew with the ſword 4.” A ſignal bonour alſo 


was conferred upon Joſhua, and it appeared, that he 


was no other than the vicegerent of Jehovah ; ſince 


at his command thoſe two bright luminaries, the ſun | 
and the moon, were arreſted in their courſes, and the 
day was miraculouſly protracted, till his adverſaries 
were deſtroyed. What words were thoſe for a man 

e Joſh, ix,— xi. be + *. 31, 


Ps 


to 


n 


to utter, gun, ſtand thou ſtill upon 


- who can change the whole order of nature accordi 
- - to his ſovereign pleaſure,” but likewiſe of the faith 


- * 
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G 
thou moon, in the valley of. Ajalon!”—* And the 
ſun ſtood fill, and the moon ſtayed, until the 


had avenged themſelves upon their enemies. We 
pauſe in admiration, not only of the power of God, 
Joſhua, which could aſk and expect ſuch wonders to 

be performed. | ; 


= hreughout this hiſtory, we ſhould pay a 75 


lar regard to the completion of the divine promiſes. 
For it had been declared in various revelations to 


Abraham and his children, as alſo to Moſes, that 


Canaan ſhould be given to Iſrael for a poſſeſſion, and 
that all its inhabitants ſhould periſh. for their iniqui- 
ties. After ſo many proofs, therefore, of the faith- 


fulneſs of God, ſhall We be backward to credit his 


word? Vet do not our fears and ſuſpicions imply a 
ſad defect in our affiance upon Him? Are we not 


afraid to truſt ourſelves in his hands? Or, do not 


our hearts miſgive us, as if he would deſert us at the 
laſt ? How baſe is ſuch a diſpoſition! Is there an 
inſtance to be produced, in which He has failed his 


believing people, or departed from his engagements ? 
If, then, we have « taken hold of his Covenant” in 


Chriſt Jeſus, we may, we ſhould expect, with the 
moſt cheerful confidence, whatever He has pledged 
himſelf to beſtow. —Butr, in the awful deſolation of 
the Canaanites, ſinners ſhould perceive the terrors of 
his juſtice, and tremble for their danger. Behold, 
then, that our God is a conſuming fire. Will 
you deny, that He will puniſh, when you ſee ſuch 
tremendous diſplays of his vengeance? If you de- 
ſpiſe the offers of his grace, his wrath, which is Jong 
delayed, will fall upon you in full weight and mea» 
ſure. He may ſuffer you to follow your own way, 
till you be © fitted to deſtruction,” but then there 


will be no eſcape, 2 The 


" 


. imputed to 
| who were infamous for every ſpecies of wickedneſs, 


| Imperious or ſanguinar 
Who acted only acco 
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been ſeverely cenſured, as inhuman and tyranni- 


rgeable any where, r 


= if crue 
Gl. The maſſacre of thoſe nations, 


was appointed and commidtided by the righteous Judge 
of all, as a public and perpetual teſtimony of His in- 


dignation « uu their abandoned practiees. He 


bimfelf e tly declared it to be ſuch ; which was 


n n ſufficient proof, that it did not proceed from an 


iry diſpoſition in the conquerors, 


mine, peſtilence, fire, and earthquakes are the in- 
ſtruments of his vengeance; and when He is pleaſed 


to make uſe of theſe for the purpoſes of his govern- 


ment, they produce deſolations not leſs tremendous 


than thoſe, of which the Iſraelites were the authors. 


nd why may not the latter, as well as the former, 
employed to do his will, if He ſhall ſo appoint ? 


They knew and profeſſed themſelves: to be no other 
than the executioners of that ſentence, which the 


moſt High and Holy God had pronounced againſt 
the Canaanites, and therefore they were not at li- 


berty to with-hold the ſtroke of juſtice. By the 


me authority, they ſeized upon 4 whole country 


for their own inheritance; which, without ſuch a li- 


cence, they could not have taken to themſelves, but 

dy the moſt ſhamelefs violation of common equity. 
But may not Joſhua's eonduct be pleaded as a pre- 

cecent for unprovoked wars, and a wanton deſtruc- 


tion of the conquered? No: unlefs thoſe, who weuld 


urge this plea, can exhibit the gun eredentials of a 


00 1 bn ny 15 20. 
IF | | PEE contin 


re of Joſhus towards the Canganites 
5 But in the * eee be forgotten, 


ng to the divine commiſſion 
with which they were intruſted ®. Shall we, then, 
preſume to call in queſtion the right which God hs 
of puniſhing ſinners ;' or ſhall we dictate to Him, 
hat way that puniſhment ſhould be inflicted ? . 8 a- 


0 
= 
—— 
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The great God will vindicate his authority, a 
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fion from Heaven, which were evidently given 


comm 


. e 19 


y this remarkable diſpenſation the Lord deſigned 
to manifeſt his own . glorious perfections, and to ex- 
cite the ſurrounding nations to revere and worſhip 
bim. It was alſo intended to, preſerve his people from 
idolatry,. by removing thoſe, who would have been 
continually tempting: them to fin, and likewiſe by 
;mprefling, their minds with a deep ſenſe of the hei- 


j 
nouſneſs of thoſe offences, for which the Canaanites 


were made an example of vengeance.— But we pre- 
tend not to anſwer all the proud and impious objec- 
tions of.. infidels, who are determined not to be 


convinced. We will warn them, however, that, 


while they are cavilling with the word or ways of 


God, they are haſtening to à deſtruction infinitely - 


more. terrible, than that of the Canaanites. They 
will alſo quarrel: with this appointment. Be it nl 


aſſert his right of puniſhing, by the final and ever= 


laſting damnation. of all ſuch, as continue to oppoſe. 


UU Mp . | 17 91 
We. have been contemplating Joſhua as a man of 


wary as the wiſe General, the brave Soldier. But he 


will appear no leſs worthy to be admired in a peaceful 
ſituation, wherein he ſhone as an active Magiſtrate, 
and a pious Prophet. No ſooner had the Lord given. 
him reſt from his enemies, and confirmed him in the 


quiet poſſeſſion of Canaan, than he divided the coun» 


try by lot, according to the divine injunction, among 
the different tribes of Iſrael. To prevent confuſion, 


and to guard againſt contentions, the diſtinct boun- 


daries were pointed out, and the government was 


adjuſted, conformably to the directions he had re- 


ceived. But the principal object of his concern was 


to eſtabliſh the nation in the fear and pure worſhip 


of God. We obſerve with delight the moſt indubi- 
table proofs of his zeal and fervour in religion. We 
baue already ſeen him praying for, and preaching to, 


4 3* 83 


== $ChIPTURE  EfAKacTERs. 
tie people on mount Ebal: and, ab ſoon as their out · 
7 pars organ ng permitted, Forte, was _ 
for the Rated celebration of God's ſervice,” The 
_  bernacle was ſet up with great folemnity by the 
. Whole congregation of Tirael at Shiloh, where the 


public ordinances continued to be adminiſtered for 


| above three hundred years “. The ſame devout ſpi- 
nt was manifeſt in all his deportment. When the 
two tribes and 1 half, at the concluſion of the war, 
" feturned to their ſettlement beyond Jordan, the ve- 
nerable commander diſmiſſed them with his bleſſing, 
and e charged every one of them, as a father doth 
his children? © Take diligent heed to do the com- 
mandment and the law, which Mofes the ſervant of 
the Lord charged you, to love the Lord your God, 
and to walk in all his ways, and to keep his com- 
mandments, and to cleave unto him, and to ſervehim 
with all yaur heart and witk all your foul 27 
Fears before We haſten to the cloſe of his life, which 
© Chrit, was truly honourable, and in which we diſ- 
© 1487 cover the ſincerity and the ardour of his 
- piety. Here we behold the departing ſaint, burning 
with eager deſire to promote the glory of God and 
_ the ſpiritual welfare of ſurviving friends, and fup- 
porting tothe laſt the dignity of his character. When 
de was in daily expectation of his death, at the ad- 
vanced age of one hundred and ten years, he twice 
. . aNembled the congregation of Iſrael, with all their 
_ elders and officers, that he might inſtru, exhort, 
encourage, and admoniſh them; and thus he en- 
deavoured to render them the moſt eſſential ſervice, 
by confirming them in the knowledge, love, and wor- 
ſhip of God f. While he took a moſt ſolemn ſeave 
of them, he was folicitous to improve his influence 
to the beſt purpoſes, and, thegefore, preſſed them by 
. every argument © to cleave unto the Lord, to fear 
bim, and to ferve him in ſincerity and truth,” He 


Jod. xviik i, &c 1 . 5, f Wil, 74 Ct. xls. 1, ce. 
as | callcd 


/ \ 


— 


honourable, It is recorded to his praiſe, that“ 


Wi 
called to their remembrance the wonderful works 
which God had wrought for them, that he might ex- 
cite in them a ſenſe of gratitude; and that he might 
eſtabliſh their faith, he ſet before them the bleſſings 


they might ftill expect from a faithful God, He ref 


tified, and appealed to them for the truth of it, that 


| all the divine promiſes had been fulfilled to them 3 
And chred 


further, that the heavieſt judgments, 
which: were denounced, would be inflicted in caſe 
of their diſobedience, .From fuch conſiderations he 
exhorted them to maintain' a continual watchfulnefs 
over themſelves, and to perſevere, with a holy cou · 
rage and ſteadfaſtneſs, in the way of righteouſneſs; 
1 warned them to beware of turning aſide in any 
meaſure to the practices of the heathen, and of form- 


'F ing connections with them. At che concluſion of his 


addreſs, he entreated them to weigh well what 
God demanded of them, and to make a deliberate 


choice, ing their religion; adding, whatever 
might de 


heir purpoſe, it was His fixed 'determis 
+ on, that he together with his houſhold would 
/ TILT Sg 
The perſon, age, authority, and dying tircums 
ſtances of the preacher, as well as the ardour with 
which he ſpoke, could not but affect the audience, 
who, therefore, profeſſed the rs 5 reſolutions 
adhering to the pure worſhip of God. Still the pro- 
phet, ſuſpecting, it ſhould ſeem, ſome inſincerity or 
unſteadineſs, cautioned them againſt hypocriſy, and re- 
quired them, in proof of their integrity, to ſeal their 
vows, by entering into an expreſs covenant with the 


Lord. This was accordingly done, and the folem- 


nity left an abiding impreſſion upon the people in 
favour of 'true piety: and thus, as the life of Joſhua 
had been extenſively uſeful, his death was NE 


tael ſerved the Lord all the days of Joſhua, and all 


the days of the elders that overlived Joſnua. What 


a bleſſing to ſociety and to the Church of = = 
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— 1 The aemoral, therefore of fo 
{ 5 eminent a Hint is us les than a publie ares, | 

ee character before us be enen a8 2 

| to kings, and to all who are in authority ? 


| 
| 
| 
deſirable is it to lee power exerciſed for the 4% 
8 nel of God, and for the advancement of real god- 
| 

2 

| 

| 


. Or, will any preſume to allege, that feli- 
Sious concerns ought not to interfere, or to be fe- 
rded, in the adminiſtration of goyernment? Alas 
* widely different are human politics from the 
word of God, which declares, that * righteouſneſs 
exalteth a nation ®1*” Thoſe ſhould. be eſteemed as | 
the beſt friends of their country, who exert their in- | 
Avence for the ſuppreflion of ſin, and the . 
ment of holineſs. Nor is this the buſineſs of | 
ſttrates alone: there is not one, intruſted with a | 
mi, who is not bound to ſay with Joſhua, © As 
for me and my houſe, we. will ſerve the Lord, 4.” May 
ſuch. a ce e be formed in the heart of every 
maſter, and of every parent, who ſhall caſt their eyes 
upon theſe pages |. . elſe will you give account 
; the important charge, which is committed to you? 
Que not pour children and your ſervants be witneſſes 
2 -you | Nx bo ie nies apa, rofane con- 
pf uct of others direct your practice. Though M 
| Hd be derided and defpiled as. preciſe and ſing | 
not afraid or aſhamed to pray with and znftru a al 
| thoſe, who are under your care; for thus only will 
W watch, of -youe own 


"The departure of Joſhus, we have ſeen, was 
yy glorious, Who would not wiſh to die, like 
this eminent ſaint, counſelling, encouraging, and ear- 
1 1 05 , every ſurviving friend to cleave unto 

Aud have we not known or heard of 
2 in 2 day, who have teſtified, with their laſt 
"uM oY, 129 0 bye ſerved a n and a gracious 
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: ke 4 uſefulneſs to others; avd, when the Ilraels of 


| and une anne Amen. 


JOSHUA, > * +2 


Maſter, that all the promiſes have:been fulfilled, and 
that not one good thing hath failed r” Are we 
not hereby NS firmly of the truth and 


| _ of religion, while we perceive what ſup- 


port and confidence it can adminiſter, when every 
earthly comfort is about to be withdrawn? A 
de votedneſs 


not animated to perſenete in a -comtiaual 
to God, from the expeRation, that We alſo. ſhall 


ant courſe with joy? 


But how terrible the caſe of 4 < inner, who „ is 
driven away in his wickedneſs |'* What teſtimony 
can. He bear? Or what encouragement can 0 


give to others? Would He moſt importunatel 
queſt his friends and his children to follow him Or 


are there any to bleſs His memory? „ When the 


wicked periſh, there is touting ®. — chat the 
God of all grace may rouſe the impenitent from their 


wretched ſtupidity, awaken them with afenſe of their 
danger; and reveal his Salyation/to them} Tbus will 


they live and die with happineſs to themſelves,” and 


God ſhall be brought to the heavenly Canaan, they 
alſo ſhall enter with great triumph Nr the ptomiled | 
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e Him [ent by a 
qualified * his ies conduc tra 
e Chai enemies by: fesbleſt meant 
of and received: thoſe, who would ſubmit—de- 
his eppoſers—made his followers 0 #riumph, 
a * the Proeyjed inheritance. hf. 11 


8 is the prieipl dof n of theſe geen pc 


s on Scriptu point out the ex- 
cellencies and 2 of each 5 — that, while 
we cenſure the latter and admire the former, we may 
the better rectify our own conduct. But, beſides this 


mere hiſtorical improvement of the ſacred records, 
we have occaſionally attempted to derive another ad- 


vantage from them, by inſtituting a compariſon be- 
tween ſome of the moſt eminent ſaints and the pattern 
of all righteouſneſs, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For in 
them is exhibited a repreſentation of the offices which 
He ſuſtains, and of the power, grace, and faithfulneſs, 
which He has diſplayed, in the Redemption of his 


peo le. Such perſons, we ſay, were types of Chriſt, 


gures, which contain a reſemblance of Him, in 
"i or other of his perfections, in the work He has 
or in the benefits He beſtows. 


IH 1 : yr F 


Py 
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| 108804, /1 12 oa 
It muſt be confeſſed, that the ſubject requires 


much judgment and diſcretion, as well as pious aß 


ſections. A wild and unreſtrained imagination wuuld 


be particularly miſchievous: here. We lament, that 
certain expounders of the ſcriptures, with the beſt in- 
tentions, have done little more than indulge their,own 
fooliſh reveriesz and thereby the truths of God, 


which they profeis to recommend, are expoſed to 


contempt. But while we are aware of this danger, 
and:defire to avoid it, we apprehend, that we have 


ſufficient authority for the typical interpretation of 


many of thoſe ancient hiſtories recorded in the Bible. 
For this purpoſe, therefore, we reſume the liſe of 


Joſhua, in many parts of which we ſhall perceive an 


alluſi ve reprefentation of the Saviour, of: the com- 


miſſion with which He is inveſted, and of the mighty ; 


work which He performs for the ſalvatibn of 


e , * 


Our meditations on theſe things, we truſt, will 
not be deſtitute of profit or delight, as they will tend 
to give us clearer and more enlarged conceptions f 
the glory, power, and love of Chriſt, Is not this 


He, to whom we have reſigned the care, and go- 
vernment, and ion of our ſouls? Will it 

therefore, confirm our faith, enliven our hope, 
braced fervent gratitude and joy in our 


hearts, to obſerve, that in Jeſus-we have a Prince _ 


of moſt Ty cd ug an infallible Guide, an 
invincible Defender? 

tribes of Wrael, our Jeſus is to the univerſal Church. 
He himſelf has aſſerted his right to that title, Tun 
Car raw or ThE Lonp's Rosr.“ In this very 


ebaracter he appeared to Joſhua, when meditating 
the fiege of Jericho, and the ſame office he yet con- 


tinues to ſuſtain for his believing people, whom he 


calls out to an honourable warfare, and en to 
make victorious over all their enemies. Accordingly, ' 


He is deferibed by an ancient Prophet as A Leider 


ne 


' 


* 


or, what Joſhua: as to bs 
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and Commander,” and by an Apoſile as «The c 


taim of our ſalvation . 
It ought not to paſ eee the Jewiſh 


| 3% Dive was diſtinguiſhed by\the; ſame name as the 


* great Redeemer of the world, undoubtedly; with a 
re, to Him; whence, howerer different. the 


a be, in which it is expreſled, the meanin 
Ws Ale are one. e 


Jz8vs, and the | the Hebrews Josnu A, they both intend 


tte divine Saviour. In two therefore, we 


read Ixsus, where the Iſraeliti General i is intended, 
bs , ee eee eee have deen 
_ tranſlated Joſhua 7. 
"5th But, not to igſiſt on the ve conſſder ibe 
arduous WT e to which they were reſpectively 
oſes was not permitted to conduct the 
7 pag eee eee 
bonour was reſerved for Joſhua, who was raiſed up 
for the Nor ought we to forget, that 
none but ſeſus can put us into the poſſeſſion of hea- 
ven. As Moles was a guide to Iſrael for a time, ſo 
may the law be''s our ſchool-maſter, to bring us unto 
Chriſt f. But what the law cannot do, that, He is 
able to _ and pledges Rn for the petform- 
ance of it. 

This was an office, - which Joſhua 4 not take to 
| himſelf; but he was expreſsly called to it, and in- 
veſted with it, by the higheſt authority. He received 
his commiſſion immediately from God, and entered 

upon his work with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of the 
divine direction and ſupport. Our exalted Leader, 

like manner, 'was- conſtituted the Head of. the 
Church by a particular deſignation z and therefore he 
declared, that © He came down from heaven, not to 
do his on will, but the will of him that ſent him §.“ 
| HO according to his * ſtate, he was equal 


44 * Iſa. lv. 4. Heb ti 20. - 1 44. vii. 45. Heb. iv. 8 
In „ ü Gal, f. 4. 8 
. with 
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with God, and poſſeſſed the ſame glory as the Father, 


he ſubmitted, for our ſakes, to become a ſervant z/ 


and in his mediatorial character, as if he had been an 
inferior, he was ſet apart for his great undertaking, 
and furniſhed with full powers for the execution of ſt. 
In his human nature he was capable of feeling weak 
neſs and fear; and therefore promiſes of Wenel and 
affiſtance were given him, that he might not faint 


under the weight of his charge. For thus ſpake Je- 


hovah, ©« Behold my ſervant, whom I u 6, mite 
elect, in whom my ſoul deli AI, — 

have called thee in righteouſneſs, and will hold — 
hand, Wannen and give thee for a cove-' 
nant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles'®,”” 


Jeſus, then, was ſuſtained by the Godhead, and thus 


« travelled in the * of his ſtrength ; nor 
did he ceaſe from 
finiſhed, ”” 

The Iſraelites had the ſtron ide that their” 
Captain was placed over them by a divine com 
and, if any one of them had denied his author 
or refuſed obedience to his command; the tranſ 
would have been liable to the ſevereſt puniſhments; 
We alſo are favoured with teſtimonies more nume 
rous, clear, and indubitable, that our Jeſus is 4 a 
Prophet come from God,“ nay, that he is no other 
than TAE Lord FROM HEAVEN,” and that, as 
ſuch, he has an inconteſtable claim to our unfeigned' 


g 


regard and ſubmiſſion. He could confidently appeal 
to a long train of miracles, in proof of his miſſion 


and character. The Goſpel, therefore, does not 
barely ſolicit, but demand, our cordial aſſent and 
compliance, on pain of 'ctertml damnation ; | and 


een nm 5 


1 


thoſe, who reject it, after a propoſal of its offers, 


will be left without excuſe. © See, then, that ye 


refuſe not Him that ſpeaketh+.” Fora voice from 


* Ifa. xlij. 1, 6. | + Heb. ll. 25, 


, » 2 * 4 ».4 : 4 * 
15 | SELL, heaven 
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heaven proclaims,” This is my beloved Son, in 
I am well pleaſed: hear ye him . 

Is it allowed, that Joſhua was qualified for his of- 
ies, as being poſſeſſed of all ben abilities? 
Aud ſhall — not maintain, that Jeſus was every 

way fitted for his t undertaking? His power, 
nn om, love, and faithfulneſs, have all been * 
rated with ſuch unqueſtionable, evidence, as for- 
bids us to harbour any diſbonourable thoughts of 
him. We rejoice, then, that « He is able toſave 
= the uttermoſt, that « He will finiſh the work in, 
and that «© He- will not fail nor be 
till he have K ment in the 
e of al 


Wich we ita to derive from the guidance and 
F When the people were firſt com- 
itted to his cha after their tedious pilgrimage, 
had the land of promiſe in their view, but 
yet the deep and overflowing waters of Jordan op- 
noſed their entrance into it: and had they not wy 
ſupported by a firm reliance upon God, they m 
fill have unk down in deſpair. ; But it was <2 
Keient for them, that the Lord had appointed them a 
Leader, by. whom He would bring them into Ca- 


ordan itſelf aff, them a ſafe 


waves divided, and 
to the inheritance they bad 


and comfortable 
long and eagerly deſired. | 

The application is obvious. This world: is a 
wilderneſs, in which, like weary pilgrims, we 
wander for a ſeaſon. We have the indeed, 
af a ons kingdom, but, n we can be 


. xvi . 5 


* 


naan, whom, therefore, it was their chief concern to 
_ follow and ys Under the may packs of Joſhua the. 


. * 


1 


— 
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ith 540, genre; e. 
admitted into it, we muſt go ©« through the valley of 


the ſhadow of death,” which may not improperly be 
compared to the deep waters of Jordan. How ter- 


| blo dobe-ie npcar | Who does wor ein buck Gn - 


it with pon If we preſume to ſet forward with- 
out our Guide, 


has gone before, and engages, to conduct us in per- 


we fink, we periſh. But let us not 
forget, Who undertakes to lead us. Jeſus himſelf 


fe&t ſecurity, Let us ariſe at his call, nor fear 


ſhadow of death; I will fear no evil; for Thou art 
with me *,” Another teſtifies, (My fleſh and my 
heart faileth ; but God is the ſtrength of my heart, 


and my portion for ever 4.” A third declares, * Lord, 


now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, according 


to thy Word; for mine eyes have ſeen thy Salvation t. 
A fourth exults in the view of his diſſolution, and 


to tread, where He ſhall point out the way, and we- 
ſhall ſee greater things than the Iſraelites did. Ho W- 
many have already experienced his faithfulneſs, _ 
and encou us to rely upon his care! One 
ſays, © Though I walk through the valley of the 


cries out, „Thanks be to God, which giveth us 


the victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt :!—PFor I 


know whom I have believed, and am perſuaded that 


He is able to keep that which I have committed unto 


him againſt that day 95.5 {A'S ty * 
But was not ſuch confidence as this peculiar - 
to ancient times? No: the: ſame. knowledge f 
| the Saviour, the ſame dependence on him, wil 
duce the ſame effects e vn There have 

| ervation, who, 
following the guidance of Jeſus, and truſting in his 
protection, though ſtanding on the banks of Jordan, 
have been able to ſmile, and ſing, and trivpmph. 
Nor is this aſſurance to be condemned as preſump- 
tion, ſince it ariſes from a perſuaſion of the ſufficiency 


been many, within our | own 


Cor, xv. 57. 2 Tim. . 12, 
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© good ght and to finiſh mo warfare in a glorious 
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; _of Chriſt, and from an entire reliance upon his pro- 
miſe.” Do any therefore, who have believed in bis 
name, 8 at the apprehenſion of their departure? 
Weenc e you to be of good comfort: O ye of 
little faith, wherefore do ye doubt? On *. com- | 
mit the keeping of your ſouls. to Jeſus i . 
We ind nope ware re odors LM 


VW draw 


follow thee, 3 


5 0 battle: n We e in our names 


co thee, that e may be thy “ faithful foldiers ans 
1 
mige agam company, | 
ö eee 40 La under 
take for us,” and go forth with us againſt them that 
| oppoſe us; for © vain is the help of man, Through 
thee, we ſhall do valiantiy; thou wilt tread 
„ We read and hear of thouſands 
of thy ſaints, whom thou haſt enabled to < fight the 


. and triumphant manner: O Lord, inſpire us 
nu the e which * 14 2 | 


= 


Jo8HUAS- "| 1 


m, like chem, © faithful unto death; and then, of 

* mercy, beſtow upon us © the crown off 
Tbe Ifraclites, we have ſeen; advanced under the 
command of Joſhua. againſt the ſtrong and fortified 
dity of Jericho, and attempted its reduction by a moſt = 
uncommon mode of attack. For who would have 


- thought, that the blaſt of rams horns and the ſhout 


efficacious are the means, by whic | 
conducts his . people | .** againſt principalities and 
powers,” © pulls down their ſtrong holds, enters 
even into the palace of the proud uſurper, and, 


of a multitude would have brought down the high 


walls and bulwarks ?——Not leſs ue 1 1 — 


* overcoming him, taketh from him all his armour, 
wherein he truſted, and divideth his ſpoils . The 


preaching of the Goſpel, weak and contemptible as 


it may appear, though not recommended with 


| _ excellency of ſpeech or of wiſdom, nor enforeed by 


human power, has accompliſned wonderful events, 


not leſs ſurpriſing than the conqueſt of Jericho. 
Many preſumptuous oppoſers have been hereby ſub-- 


dued, Satan has been diſpoſſeſſed of tht hearts of His 
chief adherents, the kingdom of righteouſneſs has 
been enlarged; and, by this very ordinance, . out 


' Joſhua ſhall extend his victories to the molt diſtant” 


nds, and “ will draw all men unto him. 
One family of the accurſed city was ſaved. Ra- 


dab had faith in God, joined berſelf to' his people, 
and therefore periſhed not with the unbelievers, © 


She was then incorporated with the Iſraelites, 
and was the root of an honourable houſho'd among, 
them. This was an intimation of deſigns of mercy 


to the Gentile world; and it repreſents to us the rea- 


— 


dineſs of the Saviour to pardon, and to admit into 


his Church, even thoſe who have been of the vileſt 
„ Lu- Al. 22. + Heb.-xi. 31 : 
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| TT The fame of. 
land; and, though the inhabitants in general were 
maoſt obdurate, and determined to oppoſe his. arms, 
there were ſome who deſired cond:;ions of peace. 


* 


character. Their paſt iniquitiee, though moſt hein⸗- 


.ous, and their former connections with his avowed 


enemies, {hall not diſqualify them for his favour ; 
for * the publicars and) the harlots may go into 
1 2 ed of God *.“ Let them 0 A 


0, crediting the divine declarations; - our 
_ Joſhua will ſpare them, and number them among 


tae true Iſraelites. 2 | * |; * 
va ſpread. a terror through the 


The men of Gibeon made a league with him, 
They were then taken under | his protection; and, 
whilſt the neighbouring ſtates were confederate 
againſt them, and aimed at their deſtruction, on ac- 


| "count of their alliance with the Jewith Leader, he 4 


tought their. battles for them, and ſecured to them 


ide victory +.-—Apd. will it not be for the intereſt 
and happineſs of ſinners, to ſeek the. friendſhip. of 
. the Saviour, and to enter into à covenant with 


Him, even upon his own terms? Though the world 
reject his authority, and unite in perſecuting thoſe 


who ſurrender unto. Him, Jeſus will receive them 


gracloully, and will be a ſufficient defence to 
them from the violence and rage of their aſſociated 


How vain is reſiſtanee to ſuch a Commander ! 


What nation or city. was able to ftand againſt 


* 


d 00 another, we ſhall ſee all the kings of 


+ © Matt . gt, + Joſh inſet 1. 


8 
3 3 


confounded, vanquiſhed, and ben; before him. 
How complete was the triumph, when © he called 


for all the men of Iſrael, and ſaid unto. the cap- 


tains of the men of war, which went with him, 
Come near, put your feet upon the necks of theſe 


/ kings !”—But you, who are enrolled in the armies | 


of { 
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am and direction and ſu of 
our illuſtrious Head, ſhall obtain a conq "ink. 
nitely more glorious. Have you any cruel adyer- 


_ faries, who, for your attachment to Jeſus, declare 


- themſelves l He, whom you ſerve, fa 
Fear them not. Look poet 


unto- the end, whe 
powerful oppoſers ſhall be made 


Mae” - 


don before you with unutterable ' anguiſh,” and 
ſhall receive the ſentence of condemnation from 


your mouth: for © the faints ſhall judge the 
world“. —Does Satan, he ew ths 


and man, attempt to ſeduce, to perplex, and de- 
- your. you. ? Reſiſt him manfully, and “ he will 
flee from you f. © Put on the whole armour of 


God;” and, while you fight with thoſe weapons 


5 only, which are © mighty through God,“ you may 
0 


rejoice in the aſſurance, that « the PEACE - 
ſhall bruiſe Satan under your feet ſhortly t.. Do 
your inward luſts, with the moſt formidable 3 


continual 1 ſtriye for the maſter 


to overwhelm. and deſtroy e 2 the help 
of Jeſus, ha can ſubdue in you every 
principle and affection. He will communicate ſuxm 
2 meaſure of the ſanctifying influence of his Spi- 

rit, that “ Sin ſhall not have dominion over you g.“ 


Under His care, then, you ſhall be ſupported i in the | 
confliA, and in the.end you ſhall obtain x'perfe@ und 8 


everlaſting deliverance. 


This is a victory, which cannot be effected by 


we powers of re the refined arguments of hu- 

man philoſophy, or the ſtrength of our own- reſo»  * 
lutions, but Which ſeſus beſtows, which is to be 
acquired only by living in dependence on His 


e and ri teouſneſs, and which, therefore, none 
Believers can enjoy ||. In order to gain this 


' honourable conqueſt, 1 2008. 1 Ro 


1 Cor. vi. 2. 11 | + Rem nth 6s 5 
y Roms vi, 24. | | | 1 Joha v, % & b 


hs wage . ben 
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| to: convey any adequate idea of the tremendous | 

ruin, the *everlaſting puniſhment, to which Jeſus - 
will condemn thoſe, who will not yield ſubmiſſion 

_ to his authority. Vou muſt eicher bow to the 


ve obſerve the inch tity d fring and eſta 


. his Eden te beg inheritance, It wes the 
| t W 


—— of Canaan, the land which « the Land had . 
eſpied for them, flowing with milk and honey, 
and which was the glory of ll lands f. Many 
- previous meaſures were taken; in order to prepare 
for this event, but the completion of the deſign was 
reſerved ſor oa It was he, who, in a trium- 


5 daun 55 be. ban 10-12. 
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ht enden, -condiftcr" che , Hoſts? of Tithe? into 
that delightful country, who affigned to the various 
rides their reſpective portions, and ſaw them ſettle} 
in peuee and proſperity arbund him. Then; when 
required to teſtify, that © not one thing had failed. 
25 of all the godd things, which che Lord their: God 
ſpake conderning them.” For Him, therefore, 
5 he truth for ever,” they were taught to- 
. aſcribe the praiſe. © For they got not the Lud in 
| poſſeſſion by their on fwotd; neither did their on 
arm ſive: them: but thy right hand, and thine arm, 


- 


and the light of thy countenance, becauſe thou Hadſt a- 
_ favour unto'them®,” _ 3 
In theſe ſeveral cireumſtances we diſcover” a ſtiſæ- 
. n geg of the great plan of Salvation; The” . 
redeemed of the Lord ſhall © inherit the kingdom & 
red for them from the foundation of the world: 
| or * it is their Father's good pleaſure to give 
them the kingdom .“ Much has been done in 


5 various ways ta forward the gracious deſign; but? 


the full performance of it is imruſted to the caffe 
off Jeſus: He is © the Captain of the Lord's: 1 
'. N- hoſts,” who ſtands engaged to bring them to he- 
| ven. This was the object of his counſels from the - - 
beginning, nor will he” leave his ſcheme unfiniſned.- 
For the accompliſhment of his purpoſe, he relin- 
_ - Quiſhed the throne of his glory, became obedient to 
tens! Ber made a curfez died, went down into- 
e grave, and roſe again: and, though he now reigns 
85 — 2 he is rims $5.4 on the "ſame 8 and, — 

- a particular regard to it, he will continue to main- 
tain-univerſal* dominion, « untiÞ the redemption of 
the purchaſed poſſeſſion, unto the - praiſe of his 
glory.” Not one of his faithful*followers ſhall fait 
of attaining the promiſe of eternal inheritance ;“ 
for it is “ reſerved in heaven for them, and they 
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> ; 15 ; , | 60 are 35 


44d ON SCRIPTURE er 


Called ſo, perfect in degree, and ev 
. 8 How delightful the proſpect i; It doth 


« are. kept by the of God through faith 
unto ſalvation . His. grace and truth are pledged 


for their preſent ſecurity, and for their final .ad- 


miſſion into © the j Joy 0 their Lord.” Th 1 


dt with him in his throne, and ſhall 1 
and ever K. ö 


Canaan, we ” BP" ee eee 8 


Which the Hebrews were conducted, typified the 


heavenly country, to which our expectations are 


| raiſed, But how inferior, and how defective, the 
former in compariſon of the latter! The Reſt of 
EEC the Iſraclites was far from being complete, and was 
8 but of a ſhort duration : and 6 one of a 
more eee nature is provided for us by the 


For if Jeſus (or Joſhua) had given 


them Reſt, (in the full ſenſe of the word) then 
would he not afterward have ſpoken of another 
day. But now there remaineth à reſt for the 


ople of God: —4 Reſt which ma 3 properly be 
erlaſting in con- 


ot yet appear, what we ſhall b be ; but we know, 
that, when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be hke him z. for 
we ſhall ſee him as be is 5. 
It will then be confeſſed, that we Lord © hath 
done all. things weil,“ in truth as well as mercy, 


85 tat he bath fulflled his Covenant, and that not one 


of all his precious promiſes has failed. Then, what 
acclamations of joy and gratitude will break forth 


| from all the ranſomed of the Lord, who ſhall come 


to Zion! But to whom will the praiſe be due ? 
They will all cry out, in admiration of the grace of 


| Telus, « Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from 
dur ſins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 

prieſts unto God and his Father, to him be glory * 
dominion for ever wu ever. Amen j.“ 
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JOSHUA. 
The ſub "ol 1 moſt intereſting and claims * the at- 
tention of Fe ifferent characters. 
| 1. You, who. are deſirous of entering into * 
Reft, muſt enliſt under the banners of this Capta 
and « endure hardneſs, as good. ſoldiers of Jeſus 
© Chriſt.” For © the kingdom of heaven ſufft 


| p violence, and the violent take it by force 8.“ The 


enſign is lifted up, wherever the Goſpel is preach- 
ed. Who are ole that flock. unto it? Who 
js on the Lord's. fide A How ftrange is it, that ſo 
many are unwilling bo jeu the armies of Iſrael! 
For, Who will — wiſh to be of their COMPAnys 
when their warfare is accompliſhed, , and the 
poſſetfion of their inheritance? Be perſuaded, t 1 9 


and cheerfully - and cordially ſurrender up your all to 
him, ſaying, ,© Lord, I am thine; make me faithful 
in thy ſervice, ang lead me forward i in whatever wa 
| wow pleaſeſt ; only «ma 1 at laſt be crowned. wit} 
VET ry thy preſence !?? * 

A ou, who Sed via? and” allow. his 
fandard, « quit Yourſelves like, men, be ſtrong,” 
Continue to maintain the. glorious conflict, waich, 
ſevere as it may bs, will ſhortly be ended, 
and will iſſue in your unſpeakable felicity, Then 
de not wearjed, nor faint in your min "Ap Be- 
hold the prize which is ſet before you; and let the 
proſpect of '© the glory, which ſhall 'be revealed j in 
you,” animate your ſouls to the moſt vigorous ex- 
ertions. If you tremble at the oppoſition of your. 
| enemies, you forget ſurely, that © the battle is the 
11 Lord's.” It is diſhonourable in you, who have 

ſuch e expectations, to indulge a fear: 

f by deſpond of mind, you betray your Maſ- 
| ter's cauſe, NN make all his adverſaries to triumph, 
But if you ſupport your character, and preſerve a 

| W e in dependence on mw under 
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comply with the gracious invitation of the Saviour, 
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A124 heteafter, 
RIES "before the face of ſuch as have 


2 


ſio far pda, 
=S | Therefore 


"then, Is not y 


that very life, Trhich. you :emplo 


 >enirroun CHARACTERS: 


5 ek you fight, - you ſhall not be aſhamed: Foy the 
-"," 00> Wark: hag and defenceleſs you may now ſeem to 


come off < more than conquerors,” how-- 


be. Even in this life, man of you ſhall 
chaſe a thouſand: forthe Loo ar He it is 
that fighteth for you, as he bath promiſed you 8.“ 


« you ſhall ſtand in great- boldacks 

aftlifted you; SN 
who ſhall. be troubled with terrible fear, and ſhall. 
y- looked for g. 


3. You, who are e 
the Lord's Anointed, 
"fiſt his government, are earneſtly ex to con- 
_ider your ſtate Do your * « We will not 
have this man to- reign over us? We af jou, 
our conduct moſt baſe? For, to 


ſhew contempt, or refuſe obe- 


whom do you 


_ vience? . 1 it not to __ who bas created 


are indebted for 
2 Rim? Is 
e Him, - who bas been . to you, from 
o year, the offers of his mercy, and beſech- 


and ſuſtained vou; te whom 


lag you ro be ſaved? And is He to e 


But we enquire further, Are you not acting 2 
u were obſtinately bert F 


© han part; as if 

upon your own ruin? For, while "= ou riſe up in re- 

| bell againſt Chriſt, what do you but provoke Him 
1 you? And what iſſue can 


s unequal conteſt ? Be fure, that 2 will 


— to his word: you ſhall ſtand at his bar; 


you fhall hear that. tremendous ſentence, « Thoſe 


* enemies bring hither, and ſlay them before 
” And Who ſhall deliver you out N 


op, t uu. 


7 


neſs of your Wende A 


in rebellion Fen 
ply race and re- 


hand? 


JosnbA. „ 443 


I 


' $and? 0 ſubmit to him without reſerve :' Bow down 
at his feet, and entreat him to make peace with you l 


« Kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry, and ye petiſh from 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 


ee chat put waer traſt in Him e 4 


t 


* | r 
A f ral u. 19. | | I Eazy 
: # | 
Nerat. > | 2 | " A" 
. ? * 1 
wt 
Þ 6 | „ 
FF 
' £ 
* 1. 7 * 
1 # 
-. 
* 


— 0 


: 
Y 


* 
- 
LE 
* 
1 
. 
2 i 
$ 4+ 
N ” * 
- Py 
* 
* 
3 
- 
2 * 
ad 
- 
A » * 
2 a 


* 
— 
. 
. 
= 
* 
- 
„ # 
= 
% 
. 
— 
. 


1 bad S- 
a * : 
= 
- 2 
- 
* PA. WS ; 
: e 4 | 
- i ; 
— — 
" — p r 
p 8 16 * | 
* * : £2; v7 gf 


. 
= 
* 
- "—_ 
. 
1 
* 
©.» « 
- 
. 
p * 
n 1 8 
. x * 
=... » ©] IS a 3 
4 l , 
> * 
* 1 
* — F 
I F 
-- 
4 f 
* ” a 
* 
- 
= 
— 
- 3 > 
- 
_=> — 
, - 
. 
5 - 
* 75 : 
1 . 
; - 
= Fd 
1 
- 
. * 
A 7? 
\ 
= 
1 - 
N % 
. - . 
FP 
. 
#- * * 
* 
v * 8 
a . 
% 
n - 
* * 
7:4 
_ 
* 
* CY 
- 


